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ANNOUNCEMENT AND NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Please send announcements and articles as you write them to the office administrator at :
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. Your submission will be posted on our News blog as they are ==
received, and will be used to create announcements (as appropriate), as well as submitted for the
next edition of The Bell (if appropriate in terms of timing). The deadline for submissions for the
September 2026 edition of The Bell is 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, August 13. In addition to typical
newsletter news, we hope to fill each issue of The Bell with reflections, photographs, poems, and
so forth by members and friends of the congregation.

CONTACTING THE STAFF

You can call the office 510-797-0895 to leave a message for office staff
members. Our Office Administrator, Laurel Wallace can be emailed at
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She is typically in the office on

xSt - Mondays and Thursdays, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Our
Senior Pastor Admin bookkeeper, Cecilia Le, can be emailed at

Rev. Jeff Laurel cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She is typically in the office on
Spencer Wallacg Tuesdays, from 9:00-2:00, and also does some work from home. Please

use the pastor’s Calendly app to make an appointment for a phone call,
a Zoom meeting, or to meet on site (you get to pick); Pastor Jeff’s
contact information is to the right.

Absences: Pastor Jeff is on vacation August 4-25. If you have a pastoral
emergency while he is away, contact Cindy Sojourner or Beth Rasler,
Care Team members.
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Bookkeeper Technology

Cecilia Director A
Le Jim Thomas

Pastor Jeff’s contact info:
Office: 510-797-0895 x2
Mobile: 510-579-8851
Make an appointment:
calendly.com/revijss

Email:
jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

Music Accompanist and
Director Organist
Andrew Kessler Jenny Lin

JOIN OUR EmAIL LisTSs

To join any of our email lists, just go to bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the 5

forms. You can select what email lists you want to join — for the newsletter, the weekly b

prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more. ~Q it
We also encourage you to join our Google group. Sign in to Google (if you don’t have a

google identity, create one), go to groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/niles-discovery-

church, and click “Apply to join this group.” Once you’re a member of the group, you can

send announcements to everyone else in the group. It's one more way for our church to keep in
touch.
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mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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AuvcusT 30 WoRrsHIP SERVICE WILL
BE On Zoom ONLY

Each year, our participation in the Niles neighborhood
flea market and antiques fair brings in a substantial

amount of money while offering
great bargains to our neighbors and
heart-felt fellowship to the people
who prepare for the big weekend and
who work those days. Of course, our
participation in the flea market
weekend also gets in the way of our
typical gathering for worship. In years
past, we've held an online only
worship service at our usual time in
the midst of the flea market. For the
past two years, we have held an on-
Zoom-only service on the Sunday
evening of Flea Market weekend. It

has worked so well, we’re going to do it again.

10 miles up Lake Chelan and 15 miles beyond that, up a
winding dirt road into the North Cascades Mountains in
Washington State, there’s a Lutheran retreat center
called Holden Village. At one level, it is an abandoned

By Pastor Jeff

| Holdén |

Evening
- Prayer

people like me, it is holy ground. One of the practices at
Holden Village is to have a vespers service each evening.

Vespers is a simple and old prayer
liturgy of the Christian church.

A little over three decades ago, one
of my favorite contemporary hymn
writers, Marty Haugen, took this
simple prayer service and set it to
music, calling it Holden Evening
Prayer. It has become a tradition to
sing this setting of the service once a
week (I forget if it's Friday or
Saturday night) at Holden Village.

On Sunday, August 30, at 7:30 p.m,,
after the flea market is over, clean up

is done, and people are feeling tired, we’re going to

have a simple Vespers service on Zoom (so people don’t

copper mining village. At another level, at least for

have to get back in the car and come back to the
church) using Holden Evening Prayer. Join us. If you're
not registered for worship via Zoom (or if you’re not
sure), register at bit.ly/regdworship.

NDC FINANCIAL SUMMARY YTD
THROUGH JUNE 2026

By Michael Thomson

Income
Budget $152,220
Actual $189,074
Expenses
Budget $215,313
Actual $188,488
Deficit/Surplus
Budget (563,093)
Actual $586

Reserve Investment Funds Balances
1/1/26 $1,207,092
3/31/26 $1,252,026

Through the second quarter of 2026, income exceeded budget and expenses were less, resulting in a small surplus
rather than a projected budget deficit. Income is up with pledges, loose offering, and facilities-use all exceeding
budget. Expenses are down slightly across most budget categories, including staffing.

Continued, see “How Are Our Finances?” on Page 4


https://bit.ly/reg4worship

Continued from Page 3

How ARE OUR FINANCES?

Income exceeded expenses for the first part of the year, resulting in over a $10,000
surplus. In two of the last three months, expenses have exceeded income, resulting
in the small YTD surplus. If this trend continues, we will be moving into a deficit
budget and will have to withdraw more from cash reserves to cover expenses. This is
what we anticipated when we passed the budget at the beginning of the year with a
significant deficit. While we are in much better shape than the budget projected, we
are trending towards a deficit.

The reserve fund balance has increased YTD but has fluctuated significantly from
month to month due to market forces. The Finance Committee expects continued
market volatility in the short to medium term. As a reminder, past performance is
not an indicator or guarantee of future results.

If church members would like more detailed information, the Treasurers reports are available by contacting our
bookkeeper at cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. If you have any questions, feel free to talk to our Treasurer,
Marilyn Vermazen, or any member of the Finance Committee (Michael Thomson, Bob Monkman, Jeboy Koshy,
Mark Twist, Tommy Luong).

Two JoIN CARE TEAM

Beth Rasler and Cindy Sojourner were installed as the newest members of
the Care Team during the worship service on July 5.

The bylaws of our church state that one of the Standing Committees of our
congregation is the Care Team. “The Care Team is appointed by and works
with the Pastor to extend the pastoral care of the church and to promote the
health of the whole person, integrating spiritual and physical health.”

Care Team members complete a 20-hour training program and continue to
learn and reflect together to empower their ministry and to promote their
health as whole people, integrating spiritual, emotional, and physical health.
Beth and Cindy join Val Parker (our Faith Community Nurse) and Pastor Jeff
as Care Team members.

If you think you may be called to this ministry, let Pastor Jeff know.

WiLL You TAKE MY PICTURE ... DOWN

From time to time, members of the church take pictures during various

church events and those pictures are posted on our Facebook page and used in
other publications. However, a person of any age and parent/guardian of a mi-
nor may request that a specific picture be removed from the church’s website,
Facebook page, etc., and/or that a picture not be used in future brochures or
other publications. To prevent the posting of a minor’s photo, please visit bit.ly/
NDCNoPhotoKids, print and fill out the form, and return it to the church office.
For all other photo removal requests, please con-

tact admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
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BEWARE! SCAMMERS ARE GETTING

MORE SOPHISTICATED
By Pastor Jeff

It is so frustrating, but there’s

They’ve stolen money from

nothing we can do at this end s /3 g you. All without me knowing
to stop it. Criminals are anything about what
creating fake Gmail accounts to 5 happened.

make it look like the emails oy revjeffreyspencer@...

they send are coming from me
... and they’re not! You'll notice
in the picture that they’ve even
taken my photo and added it to 8 m)
the Gmail account they create
just to make it look like the

email is coming from me. Contact details

It appears that our church B3 revieffreyspencer@
directory has been scraped for
email addresses. Now your

email address is out there and
associated with me as your
pastor. The only defense is for
you to be aware of the scam
they run and take precautions.

How the scam typically works:

The scammers create a Gmail
account that looks like it could
be mine.

About

Then they send a politely worded but a little vague
message to each email address they’'ve scraped from
the church directory, asking you to help with a concern
that the fake Pastor Jeff has. They almost always ask for
you to reply by email (not with a phone call). That’s red-
flag #1.

You think the email is from me, so you reply with some
version of a “How can | help?” because you think the
email is from me.

They send back an email saying something about “me”
wanting to help an unnamed person out of some sort of
jam, asking you to somehow send money. The typical
ask is for you to buy some gift cards and to photograph
the card numbers and security codes and email that
back.

Well, you already think the emails are from me, and
because you trust me, you think the ask is legitimate,
and you do so. They get the info and cash out the cards.

On one hand, the fact that you
® were targeted is a compliment.
It says that they think the trust

m) we have in real life is deep

enough that they can take
advantage of it. And their
violation of that trust is what
really stings.

+  What you can do:

Keep an eye out for signs that
an email might be a scam.
Remember that legitimate
emails from me or anyone on
the church staff ...

.. won’t have a vague subject
line.

... will always have information

in the body of the email

describing its purpose. It won’t
say, “Hey, check this out,” without also explaining why
you should check it out. It won’t ask for a favor without
explaining what the favor is up front.

. will always be from an @nilesdiscoverychurch.org
email address (note: scammers have become more
sophisticated and could possibly spoof this, so this test
alone is not always enough).

... will always have the name and other info about the
person sending message in the message.

... will never lead to asking you for money (or gift cards
or wire transfers, etc.). | have a Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund to meet emergency needs, and we have an annual
Special Offering to make sure that fund has money.

... won't ever ask you to limit communications to email.

When in doubt, don’t reply, don’t click on a link in an
email, and don’t open any attachments. Instead, call the
person who appears to be sending the email and ask if
it’s legit.
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ABouUuT PRIDE PLACE OF BELONGING Pride Place

of Belonging|

Pride Place of Belonging was formed at Niles Discovery Church to support the LGBTQIA+
community, recognizing that there was no other location designated for the Queer
Community in Fremont. Since Niles Discovery Church has been an Open and Affirming
Congregation for over 30 years, we decided we are capable of creating a safe, e
supportive, and fun place for queer people to gather a couple times a month.

PRIDE PLACE OF BELONGING SUPPORT GROUP

Queer folk are invited to attend the monthly Pride Place of Belonging Support Group from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on
the third Sunday of the month (August 16, this month). This free support group, led by Pastor Jeff Spencer (with
Cindy Sojourner substituting when Pastor Jeff is away), is a place for members of the LGBTQ+ community to
celebrate achievements and support one another with life’s struggles. It includes a time for check-in, and time to dig
into any issues that need some extra support from the group. The support group meets in Room 3.

QUEER KARAOKE IN A CHURCH
By Cindy Sojourner

“Don’t be afraid to let them show, your

true colors, true colors, are beautiful like
ueer Karooke i
N M A

4 M F . .
L N i daa e Pride Place of Belonging and PFLAG

Fremont/Tri-Cities are co-sponsoring free

n urc Queer Karaoke In A Church for the

LGBTQIA+ community and allies, on

Sunday, Augu Z; 2 sunday, August 23, 2026, from 4:00 p.m.

to 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary of Niles

¢ Pm tO 6 Pm Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd.,

Fremont, CA. A rainbow of potluck snacks

will be enjoyed, too. Choose your favorite

song, and join the show, you queens,

kings, dolls, lovers, and friends, — or just
listen.

On Wild Card with Rachel Martin, Brandi
Carlile was asked what she wished for
everybody. Her response was that
everyone could stand on a stage and sing.
She wants everyone to experience what
she experiences every time she sings on
stage. Rachel and Brandi talked about
how Karaoke offers ordinary people this
experience, and especially queer karaoke
in a bar. Well, we are raising the bar to
include Queer Karaoke In A Church.

At this time and place, we can lift up and
listen to our voices mingle in songs of joy,
fun, anger, light, beauty, and worth. Our
Pride can carry it all, together.




FLEA MARKET TIME Is HERE AGAIN!
By Barbara P. King

This year’s Flea Market opened for Church member donations on Sunday, July 26,
following worship. Your contributions directly support our church and the

programs we sponsor to assist the community.

What to donate: small working appliances, kitchen tools, dishes, glassware (not
chipped), pots and pans (with coating intact), small moveable furniture, linens with
no stains or tears, decorative items, clocks, jewelry, collectibles, art, toys, unused
pet supplies, small rugs, purses, hats, accessories, general interest books, holiday
decor, lamps, bikes, scooters, working electronics, TVs and radios with their cords

attached, and so on!

Items we cannot accept: baby furniture, kitchen knives, upholstered furniture, old

microwaves, heavy sports equipment, clothing or shoes, broken objects, curtain rods, broken tools, textbooks,

dictionaries, encyclopedias or manuals, plumbing fixtures, construction items,
lighting fixtures, sofas, mattresses/bed pillows, random cords, or TV parts.

When to Donate: This year, we began collecting treasures for the flea market
on Sunday, July 26. And the last day to donate is Wednesday, August 26. We
accept donations at these times:

¢ Before and after Sunday worship services
¢  Weekdays between 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
¢  Saturdays between 10:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. (new this year!)

If you need another time, text Barbara P. King at 386-589-4105 or email her at
barbarapking076@gmail.com or text Alta Jo Adamson at 510-565-4541.

fleamarket2026.

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are invited to submit short
notices that may be of interest to the rest of the congregation. Note, no
commercial notices or partisan political announcements are allowed. Niles
Discovery Church makes no representations or endorsements about the events

or services listed.

League of Women Voters, Inside the Immigration Court
Crisis: A Judge's Story. You saw him on PBS. Now meet Judge
Jeremiah Johnson in person. On Saturday, August 1, at 10:00
a.m. in the sanctuary. Judge Jeremiah Johnson, former San
Francisco immigration judge fired by the Trump
administration, will offer his firsthand perspective on one of
the most significant upheavals in the nation's immigration
court system and its human impact. The event is free and
open to the public, although donations are gratefully
accepted.

Volunteering: Help unpack, sort, and sell by signing up now at bit.ly/

Your support makes a difference!

PFLAG Fremont/Tri-Cities has started a monthly support
group for parents and caregivers of LBGTQ+ kids and family
members (of all ages). The group meets on the first
Wednesday of the month (so August 5 this month) on Zoom.
Contact Pastor Jeff for the Zoom link if you would like to
attend.


mailto:barbarapking076@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/fleamarket2026
https://bit.ly/fleamarket2026

ScouTt TrRoor UPDATE
By Bee Newell

Members of our Scout Troop 112 recently spent a
week at the Sea Base Scout Camp in the Florida Keys.

During the trip, the scouts participated in swimming,
kayaking through mangroves, sailing, fishing, and
snorkeling, including a night snorkeling session. They
also enjoyed camping overnight on a deserted island.

Despite the bugs and unusually high temperatures,
the troop had a wonderful experience, learned
valuable new skills, and caught plenty of fish,
including a 17-inch Mangrove snapper.

90 Mikes to
CUBA

_SOUTH ERNMO

CONTINENTAL
U.S.A.

AUuGUST SPEcCIAL OFFERING:
SUPPORTING OUR PASTOR
IN HELPING OTHERS

Let each of you look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. — Philippians 2:4

Our August Special
Offering will go to
replenish the
Pastors’
Discretionary Fund.
This money will be
used by our Pastor
to help families in emergencies. During the past year,
our Pastor was able to help families keep rent paid,
phones connected, prescriptions filled, and lights on
thanks to your generosity. In the past we’ve even
helped pay for a cremation.

DISCRETIONARY

As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to
give at any time. To donate, go to
nilesdiscoverychurch.org/give and choose “Minister’s
Discretionary” in the “Select Option” frame; or mail a
check to the church. With so many possibilities for
special giving, you may need to choose which ones are
most important to you. To see the complete schedule of
special offerings, please visit bit.ly/
NDCSpecialOfferings.

Many thanks to all that participated in our July Special
Offering for School Supplies. By the press deadline we
had collected $260, plus a bunch of school supplies.


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZHEP/home
https://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/ndc.php?page=NDC/Special_Offering_schedule
https://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/ndc.php?page=NDC/Special_Offering_schedule

FELLOWSHIP NEWS

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we typically require advance registration for
Zoom meetings held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a re-
peating event. Find the registration links in the descriptions of the scheduled events.

MONDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY Only on August 3 and 31 this month

Monday Afternoon Bible Study continues to Zoom from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The scripture
studied is typically the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service. Everyone is welcome.
You can register to join the Zoom meeting at bit.ly/MABSreg.

SUNDAY LUNCH BUNCH Only meeting on August 2 this month

Join a small group that is in the habit of going to a restaurant for lunch with Pastor Jeff after
coffee hour on most Sundays. This “Lunch Bunch” has a rotation of restaurants to eat at, and
head off to that Sunday’s restaurant at 12:30 p.m. If you would like to join the Lunch Bunch on a
particular Sunday, let Val Parker know by 12:10 p.m. that day so she has a headcount to bring to
the restaurant. Look at the church calendar (the second to last page of The Bell) to see which
restaurant the Lunch Bunch is going to.

LAP ROBE TYING GROUP No meeting in August

The lap robe group will not meet in July or August. We will resume meeting in September on the
4th Wednesday thereafter. However, we are also on hiatus during November and December.
Any questions or suggestions of who would like a lap robe can be directed to Judy Molander, 925-
201-7335 or jumolander@aol.com.

GREEN TEAM MEETING August 5

You’re welcome to join the Green Team, a group leading our congregation’s efforts to address
the climate crisis. They typically meet the first Wednesday of the month, from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30
p.m., on Zoom. For questions, contact Susie Claxton (veroclax@sbcglobal.net) or Bee Newell
(beenewell2@gmail.com). Here is the link to the Zoom meeting bit.ly/greenteam25.

PUZzLE EXCHANGE On hiatus in August

The Puzzle Exchange will be paused from July 31 to August 28. It will resume on Friday,
September 4.

THE OUTING GROUP

You are welcome to join the Outing Group. We are a group of people that enjoy visiting places
and doing things. We go to local museums, gardens, parks, and places of interest. We also enjoy
going out to eat during our wanderings. If you would like to join us, please contact Katy Wharton
at thewhart@comcast.net.



https://bit.ly/MABSreg
mailto:jumolander@aol.com
mailto:veroclax@sbcglobal.net
mailto:beenewell2@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/greenteam25
mailto:thewhart@comcast.net
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Pastor Emerita Sally Smith;
Keith Moody;
Amy Gunnerson;
Val Parker;

Mary Vonah-Gregory;
George Roeding;
Diana Roeding;
Bruce Roeding;
Carl Nordling;
Linda Boling;
Glennda Chui;
Wayne Fralin;
Marty Williams;
Margo Roletto;
Karen Haughey;
Barbara Swint;
Maria Sicalbo;
John Zlatnik;

Judy Zlatnik;
Ginny August;
Helen Boyer;
Hermann Attinger;

PRAYERS FOR THESE PEOPLE (AND THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS)
BECAUSE OF THEIR HEALTH CONCERNS:

Luke Boyer;

Diane Kindle;

Diana and George Roeding’s son-in-
law, Mike Mendenhall;

Margo and Jim Roletto’s cousins, Ted
and Femmy Stannard, and John and
Marian Heidel;

Sharon Yool’s friend, Moba;

Chris Keesis’” mother, Suzanne;

Jim Peck’s cousin, Sally Cario;

The daughter of Brigitte Nichols (who
is a friend of the Boyer/Taylor clan);
Cecilia Le’s spouse, Linda Carpenter;
Ann Finlinson’s husband, John Cant;
Riki and Mark Twist’s daughter, Shelly;
Liz Musgrave’s friend, Stephanie
Roden;

Peter Wilson’s father;

Peter Wilson’s mother;

Jasmine Zartman’s mother, Karen
Trepte;

Shaun Moeller’s brother, Dave Nyman;

Diane Harvey's sister,
Linda;

Priscilla Taylor’s
friend, Richard Cavalli;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Paul Folkestad;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Jayne
Gallagher;

Priscilla Taylor’s cousin-in-law, Michele
Arcelo;

Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Michelle
Campbell;

Priscilla Taylor’s father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Steve and Angie
Taylor;

Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;

Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, Marjorie
Boyer;

Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary
Thomson;

Katy Wharton’s mother;

Katy Wharton’s sister-in-law, Hedi.

THE SPOUSES, PARTNERS, CHILDREN, PARENTS, AND EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS WHO ARE CARING FOR AND/

OR JOURNEYING WITH SICK, FRAIL, AND/OR ELDERLY LOVED ONES (ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE NAMED ABOVE).

THE PARENTS, CHILDREN, AND EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS WHO WISH THEY CouLD BE DOING MORE TO SUPPORT THEIR
SICK, FRAIL, AND/OR ELDERLY LOVED ONES, BUT FOR WHOM DISTANCE AND/OR OTHER FACTORS MAKES THAT DIFFICULT.

PRAYERS FOR ALL WHO ARE GRIEVING, ESPECIALLY:

Iris Nicholson and her extended family as they grieve the
death of her brother, David, on May 22;

the extended family of Bill Parks as they grieve his
death on March 2.

Bee Newell as she and her extended family as they grieve
the death of her younger brother, Bill Bolton, on March 21;

PEOPLE (AND ALL OF CREATION) AROUND THE GLOBE SUFFERING FROM HUMAN-MADE DISASTERS AND FROM NATURAL DIS-
ASTERS (OFTEN MADE WORSE BY HUMAN ACTION AND INACTION ON THE CLIMATE CRISIS).

PEOPLE WHO ARE UNEMPLOYED AND UNDER-EMPLOYED, THAT THEY FIND EMPLOYMENT THAT FULFILLS THEIR HEARTS AND
SOULS. (PETER WILSON HAS ASKED FOR PRAYER ABOUT THIS.)

THOSE WHO ARE SEEKING RENEWAL, REBIRTH, OR A NEW START.

THANKSGIVING FOR ALL THE WAYS GOD BRINGS HEALING.

PEACE THROUGHOUT THE EARTH, OFFERING THANKS FOR ALL WHO THROUGH NON-VIOLENT METHODS ARE BRINGING GOD’S
COMPASSION AND JUSTICE TO THE WORLD.

A reminder about this prayer list:

If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know.
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Niles Discovery
Church

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor

36600 Niles Blvd.,
Fremont 94536

Phone: 510-797-0895
nilesdiscoverychurch.org

Niles Discovery

Church
A a just
world
) for all
ucc.org

THE BELL IS FIRST CLASS
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you

received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it
first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $2.00 per issue
you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
BIT.LY/NDCEMAILSIGNUP and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join — for the newsletter, the weekly prayer

requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895;
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that

you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.
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