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January 4 
“God Has Moved into the 

Neighborhood”  
John 1:1-18 

January 11 
“Flip the Switch”  

Isaiah 60:1-6 

January 18  
“Soothe the Soul”  

Psalm 40:1-11 

January 25 
“Lighten Up”  
Isaiah 9:1-4 

February 1  
“Service Serves”  
Matthew 5:1-12 

February 8 
“There Are Altars 

Everywhere”  
Psalm 84 

http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
https://bit.ly/reg4worship


Notice is hereby given that the Annual Financial Meeting of Niles Discovery Church will 
be held on Sunday, February 1, 2026, immediately following worship in the sanctuary 
and the worship Zoom “meeting.” The agenda for this meeting includes receiving the 
2025 year-end financial report, adopting a budget for 2026, and voting on whether or 
not to adopt a declaration “Raising Our Voices in Protest and Witness” (see article page 
3). Your attendance is prayerfully and urgently requested.  

The Annual Financial Report will be available by January 25, 2026, and hopefully a week earlier. There will be a Town 
Hall Meeting on January 25 after worship to review the proposed budget and answer questions, as well as answer 
questions about the proposed declaration. 

You can call the office 510-797-0895 to leave a message for office 
staff members. Our Office Administrator, Laurel Wallace can be 
emailed at admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She is typically in 
the office on Mondays and Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Our 
bookkeeper, Cecilia Le, can be emailed at 
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She is typically in the office on 
Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and also does some work from 
home. Please use the pastor’s Calendly app to make an 
appointment for a phone call, a Zoom meeting, or to meet on site 
(you get to pick); Pastor Jeff’s contact information is to the right. 

Absences: Cecilia is on vacation December 30 through January 5. 
The church office will be closed on New Year’s Day and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. 

 

Pastor Jeff’s contact info:  
Office:  510-797-0895 x2 

Mobile: 510-579-8851 
Make an appointment:  

calendly.com/revjss 
Email:   

jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Please send announcements and articles as you write them to the office administrator at 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. Your submission will be posted on our News blog as 
they are received, and will be used to create announcements (as appropriate), as well as 
submitted for the next edition of The Bell (if appropriate in terms of timing). The deadline 
for submissions for the February 2026 edition of The Bell is 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
January 15. In addition to typical newsletter news, we hope to fill each issue of The Bell 
with reflections, photographs, poems, and so forth by members and friends of the 
congregation. 
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By Pastor Jeff 

I recently noticed that many of the 
lectionary readings (readings assigned 
for Sundays on a three-year rotation) 
in January and February are about 
light. I wonder if that is because, in the 
Northern hemisphere, the days are 
getting longer and lighter, but there is 
still more night than day. 

 

Darkness can affect us emotionally and 
spiritually. That’s why I picked Spiritual 
Self Care as a theme for five Sundays, 
starting January 11. I hope you will find 
this worship series nurturing. 

After two months of discussion, draft versions, and 
refinement, the Cabinet finalized, and is recommending 
to the congregation for adoption, a declaration titled, 
“Raising Our Voices in Protest and Witness.” The 
declaration will be presented to the congregation for 
potential amendment and a vote on adopting it at the 
Financial Annual Meeting of the congregation on Sunday, 
February 1, 2026, that will immediately follows the 
worship service. 

While the declaration will be printed in the Annual 
Financial Report, the Cabinet asked that it also be 
included in this edition of The Bell to give members a chance to review it ahead of time. 

Raising Our Voices in Protest and Witness: 
A Niles Discovery Church Declaration 

Fremont, California 

We, the people of Niles Discovery Church, will not remain silent. We are called by our humanity, by our faith, and by 
the God in whom we place our faith to raise our voices in protest and witness, proclaiming that our values stand in 
direct contrast to those of the current administration.  We denounce as immoral the growing authoritarian forces 
within our government that are now ignoring the rule of law and imposing regressive and racist policies on American 
society.  

We are followers of Jesus who take to heart the values presented in the Bible as we know it:  Blessed and loved are 
the poor, the poor in spirit, the bereft, the meek, those who hunger for food or for righteousness, the merciful, the 
pure in heart, the peacemakers, and the persecuted.  We cannot, therefore, be reserved in our witness to God’s 
word, living as we do in a world that values wealth, profits from war, and persecutes dissent. Our calling is not to be 
silent but to be like a city built upon a hill, to be the salt of the earth, to be the light of the world. 

Christians have sometimes failed as individuals and communally as churches and denominations, offering silence 
when protest and witness was needed, as in the failure to protest slavery, the genocide of Indigenous Americans, 
and the incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II.  We do not want to fail in this moment. 

Continued, see “Raising Our Voices in Protest and Witness” on Page 4 

 



We cannot, in good faith, abide a government that mistreats migrants or anyone else in 
need of shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship, or a president (or any other politician) who 
lies habitually or who attacks journalists, scholars, scientists, attorneys, and activists seeking 
to tell the truth. 

Niles Discovery Church members and friends will not remain silent. We choose to help bring 
about God’s joyful actions of peace, justice, hope, and love. We will support policies that are 
compassionate and ethical in their treatment of God’s children and that care for God’s creation responsibly. To 
honor our God and to serve the world, we believe we must do justice, love kindness and mercy, and walk humbly 
with God. We must stand in solidarity with our spiritual kin of every faith and no faith, especially those under 
threat, for we understand that everyone who does God’s will is acceptable to God (Acts 10:34-35). 

Appendix A: Examples of blatant overreach of the current administration 

• Militarized takeovers of American cities, 

• Attempts to end constitutional guarantees to birthright and naturalized citizenship, 

• Rollbacks of civil rights protections for women, ethnic minorities, and LGBTQ+ people, 

• Terrorizing immigrant communities through kidnapping, imprisonment without due process, family separation, 
and deportation to facilities known to engage in deprivation and torture,  

• Imperiling efforts to halt climate change, which threatens the health of all Creation and humanity, and is 
already ravaging the most vulnerable among us, 

• Slashing science funding and halting progress on scientific research essential to solving pressing societal 
problems,  

• Criminalizing protest (particularly protest of genocide in Gaza) and escalating attacks on the press and academic 
freedom, 

• Gutting of essential government services, including those that feed the poor and provide healthcare for the 
uninsured, both at home and abroad, 

• Executive overreach that undermines checks and balances, and dismantles democratic institutions. 

• Ignoring International Law, as in attacking Venezuelan “drug boats” on the high seas. 

Appendix B: Examples of actions that support our traditions and beliefs 

• To speak up as individuals and as a congregation, for we aspire to speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves (Proverbs 31:8-9). 

• To support our pastors and preachers as they proclaim our values from the pulpit, and when they fail, to 
encourage them to speak up. 

• To be unwavering in our support for immigrants, for we aspire to love the stranger (Leviticus 19:33-34). 

• To help dismantle structural racism, for we aspire to obey the laws of God rather than human laws (Acts 5:29). 

• To help weave our LGBTQ+ spiritual kin into the fabric of society, for we are all one in Jesus Christ (Galatians 
3:28). 

• To remember and learn not to repeat the ways in which our country has failed in righteousness and acted with 
cruelty. 

• To stand in solidarity with our spiritual kin of every faith and no faith, especially those under threat, for we 
understand that everyone who does God’s will is acceptable to God (Acts 10:34-35). 

• To help preserve the Earth, with particular emphasis on the urgent need to address climate change, for we 
aspire to be responsible stewards and to care for creation (Genesis 2:15).  

Continued from Page 3 



 

People who are relatively new to the church and people who are 
considering becoming members of the church are especially 
invited to “Soup with the Pastor” on Sunday, January 18, in the 
fellowship hall following coffee hour. Sandy Thomas is going to 
cook soup that will be served sometime between 12:15 p.m. and 
12:30 p.m. It is helpful to know how many Sandy should cook for, 
so please let Pastor Jeff know if you plan to attend. A free will 
offering (from those who can afford it) is received to help cover 
food expenses ($5 suggested). 
 

Jenna Daugherty, a lifelong Fremont resident and 
passionate trans advocate, has worked hard to in-
crease the understanding and appreciation of the 
humanity in all people, especially those on the gen-
der identity spectrum. Her advocacy is the primary 
focus of the “Ask a Trans Townhall” on Saturday, Jan-
uary 10, at 6:00 p.m., in the sanctuary of Niles Dis-
covery Church.  

Homeschooled by fundamentalist Christians, Jenna 
left that religion behind while holding onto the pro-
active activism that her parents modeled for her. She 
applies this activism to her secular advocacy. Her 
knowledge of the Christian culture is also why she 
tries to humanize trans and nonbinary people within 
the Christian community. She hopes her efforts will 
help everyone gain a better understanding of the 
struggles faced by trans people. This is why she is 
holding the Townhall and hopes you will come with 
your questions. 

The Townhall will begin with a brief presentation on 
Trans history and Jenna's Trans life experiences. The 
remaining time of the Townhall will be devoted to 
answering the questions that audience members bring. Jenna is presenting this “Ask A Trans Townhall,” because she 
thinks most people aren’t vicious bullies obsessed with harming trans people. She feels that when people get to 
know a trans person, the world becomes a more accepting place. 

While the survival of her people continues to be her number one focus, Jenna realizes that long-term safety won’t 
come until the rights of all Americans are secured. She believes that aggressive but open-minded populism is what 
helps bridge the divide caused by our divisive partisan culture. She believes in the good of humanity and hopes to be 
one of the voices that can make Americans see how we have much more in common than what divides us. Please 
join in the conversation. 

 



Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are 
invited to submit short notices that may be of inter-
est to the rest of the congregation. Note, no commer-
cial notices or partisan political announcements are 
allowed. Niles Discovery Church makes no represen-
tations or endorsements about the events or services 
listed. 

League Of Women Voters: On Saturday, January 3, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., at Niles Discovery 
Church. Watch an interview 

with Erwin Chemerinsky, constitutional scholar and 
Dean of Berkeley Law School, followed by an audi-
ence discussion. This video was produced by Com-
monwealth Club World Affairs in July 2025, just six 
months into the second Trump administration. In this 
program, which Chemerinsky titles, The Playbook of a 
Dictator, Chemerinsky points to the numerous law-
less actions of the Trump administration, and why 
those with a deep respect for our democracy, should 
be on alert for what’s to come.  

 

 

My Climate Ready Fremont is an exciting 
platform provided by the City of Fremont 
that is designed to empower individuals, 
families, neighborhoods, and community 
groups to take meaningful steps toward 
a sustainable future. This easy-to-use website provides personalized resources and 
actionable tips to help community members take Earth-friendly actions, save money, 
prepare for emergencies, and build a resilient, connected community. Plus, users can 
gather fun virtual rewards for participation. After our worship services on Sunday, 
January 11, Hannah Mermin will join us via Zoom to give an overview of the My Cli-
mate Ready Fremont platform and share how all of us, including those who do not 
live in Fremont, can use the platform to strengthen community bonds and take mean-
ingful climate action.  
 

Love was evident during the vigil of love on December 10.  

The Cookie Exchange is always a highlight of the year.  

https://myclimatereadyfremont.gov/


If you have a favorite ice cream or topping to share with the LGBTQIA+  
and allies community, bring it to Pride Place of Belonging’s annual 
White Elephant Gift Exchange and Ice Cream Social on Sunday, January 
18, 5:00-6:00 p.m. Everyone is also encouraged to bring a white ele-
phant gift that is worth between $5-$30 and is funny, useful, spectacu-
lar, re-gifted, queer-inspired, homemade, and/or not your style. Our 
monthly Pride Place of Belonging social events are designed for the 
enjoyment of the local queer community, our families, and allies. They 
are free and secular activities. No prior attendance is required or ex-
pected. Our social activities are mostly held in our Fellowship Hall. 

Our Support Group for local LGBTQIA+ folk continues to be well attended and appreciated from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
before the social activities, held every third Sunday of the month. Who doesn’t need a place to share their wows, 
woes, and hows, these days, in a supportive community? It has become an inspiring place of belonging for queer 
people who come for the first time or nearly every time. Our open LGBTQIA+ Support Group meets in Room 3. 

Pride Place of Belonging is also hosting a “Ask A Trans Townhall”, which features Jenna Daughtery on Saturday, Janu-
ary 10, 6:00-7:30 p.m. We need to help more people gain a better understand our Trans neighbors and families. 
Please see the article on page 5 to learn more. Please add this event to your calendars. If there are any questions 
that you've wanted to ask or you are already an ally, this event is for you. 

Our Thanksgiving Pie Potluck held in November was a delicious success with two new people in attendance, seven 
pie flavors, and a grand helping of most-memorable holiday stories. All of our social activities have drawn 6 to 21 
people and someone new every time. Our third Sunday activities for the New Year include a Mardi Gras Pancake Din-
ner & Photo Booth, Queer Trivia Contest, an Earth Day Nature Treasure Hunt at the California Historic Park, and our 
Fremont Pride Fair Booth. Please share our activity info and encourage attendance. There are flyers available in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

By Cindy Sojourner 



 

 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver. – 2 Corinthians 9:7  

At their meeting on December 15, 
the church’s Cabinet adopted the 
following schedule of special 
offerings for 2026. 

 January:  Tri-City Volunteers 
(supports the food bank in our 
area) 

 February: St. James School (an 
elementary school in Kenya on 
Lake Victoria, primarily for 
orphaned children, with which 
Niles Discovery Church has had 
an informal connection for 
about a decade) 

 March:  One Great Hour of 
Sharing/Week of Compassion 
(denominational development 
and disaster response; split 
50/50) 

 April:  Educational offering, split 
between Pacific School of 
Religion (the local seminar for 
training pastors in both of our 
denominations) and the 
Disciples Seminary Foundation 
(the DOC organization 
supporting people seeking 

ordination).  

 May:  SAVE Safe Alternatives to 
Violent Environments 

 June:  Pentecost/Strengthen 
the Church (denominational 
evangelism offerings; split 
50/50) 

 July:  School Supplies (in 
addition to the special offering, 
supplies are gathered all 
month; distributed to those in 
need through the Fremont 
Family Resource Center) 

 August:  Pastors’ Discretionary 
Fund (use by our pastors to 
assist church members and 
neighbors who are in financial 
crisis)  

 September:  Heifer 
International (kids in our 
church decide later in the year 
what animals to “buy”) 

 October:  Reconciliation/
Neighbors In Need/Making 
Amends Fund1 (racial justice-
related offerings of the 

Disciples of Christ, the United 
Church of Christ, and Niles 
Discovery Church) 

 November:  The focus of this 
offering is chosen by the 
Ministry of Social Concern 
Team. Their current plan is for 
the offering to support the 
ministries of Puente de la Costa 
Sur. 

 December: Homelessness 
Ministries of Niles Discovery 
Church (used by the church’s 
Homelessness Task Force for 
homelessness ministries they 
coordinate) 

1 Recognizing that our church is 
founded from the legacy European 
colonizers, Niles Discovery Church 
has established a “Making Amends 
Fund,” dedicated to the church’s 
wider work of making amends to 
the Indigenous People of the area 
now called “Fremont” and “the Tri-
Cities.” This is new work and more 
will be published on the website 
about this effort as it develops. 

January’s special offering is 
for the Tri-City Volunteers. 
Tri-City Volunteers runs the 
largest client-direct food 
bank in southern Alameda County. Each month, this 
agency provides emergency grocery assistance to 
almost 6,000 families and serves up to 16,000 
individuals through their marketplace and bag lunch 
programs. Tri-City Volunteers began in 1970—started by 
Mary Hewitt and Grace Draper, members of our 
predecessor congregations. It has grown from the work 
of community members that believe in the need for 
food security in the Tri-City area. 

As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to 

give at any time. To donate, go to  
nilesdiscoverychurch.org/give and choose “Tri-City 
Volunteers” in the “Select Option” frame; or mail a 
check to the church.  With so many possibilities for 
special giving, you may need to choose which ones are 
most important to you. To see the complete schedule of 
2026 special offerings, please see the article above.  

Many thanks to all that participated in our December 
Special Offering for the Homelessness Ministries of our 
church. At the press deadline, we had collected $640. 
for this important ministry. Your faithful contributions 
are greatly appreciated.  
 

https://tcvfoodbank.org/
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/
https://www.psr.edu/
https://www.psr.edu/
https://www.dsf.edu/
https://save-dv.org/
https://www.hopepmt.org/
https://www.ucc.org/stc-gifts-fund-ministries-in-new-and-renewing-spiritual-communities/
https://www.ucc.org/stc-gifts-fund-ministries-in-new-and-renewing-spiritual-communities/
https://www.fremont.gov/government/departments/human-services/fremont-family-resource-center
https://www.fremont.gov/government/departments/human-services/fremont-family-resource-center
https://www.heifer.org/
https://www.heifer.org/
https://reconciliationministry.org/
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/
https://mypuente.org/
https://mypuente.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZHEP/home


Registration Required 

To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we typically require advance registration for 
Zoom meetings held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a re-
peating event. Find the registration links in the descriptions of the scheduled events.  

Monday Bible Study 

Monday Afternoon Bible Study continues to Zoom from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The scripture 
studied is typically the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service. Everyone is welcome. 
You can register to join the Zoom meeting at bit.ly/MABSreg.  

Puzzle Exchange and Scrip Sales  

You’re welcome to drop by the fellowship hall each Friday, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., to 
exchange a jigsaw puzzle and/or buy some scrip. Some people stick around to work on a puzzle, 
just for the fun of it.  

Lap Robe Tying Group  January 28 

Come tie lap robes in person on the fourth Wednesday of the month, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. This month’s meeting is on Wednesday, January 28. There will be a planned “potluck” lunch. 
Contact Judy Molander, 925-201-7335 or jumolander@aol.com, for what you plan to bring to 
share, to be added to the group’s email list, or if you have suggestions for organizations that 
might want some donated lap robes. 

Green Team Meeting   January 7  

You’re welcome to join the Green Team, a group leading our congregation to address the climate 
crisis. They typically meet the first Wednesday of the month, from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., on 
Zoom. For questions, contact Susie Claxton (veroclax@sbcglobal.net) or Bee Newell 
(beenewell2@gmail.com). Here is the link to the Zoom meeting bit.ly/greenteam25. 

Sunday Lunch Bunch  No Lunch Bunch on 1/18  

Join a small group that is in the habit of going to a restaurant for lunch with Pastor Jeff after 
coffee hour on most Sundays. This “Lunch Bunch” has a rotation of restaurants to eat at, and 
head off to that Sunday’s restaurant at 12:30 p.m. If you would like to join the Lunch Bunch on a 
particular Sunday, let Val Parker know by 12:10 p.m. that day so she has a headcount to bring to 
the restaurant. Look at the church calendar (the second to last page of The Bell) to see which 
restaurant the Lunch Bunch is going to. 

https://bit.ly/MABSreg
mailto:jumolander@aol.com
mailto:veroclax@sbcglobal.net
mailto:beenewell2@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82627117484?pwd=aSIG1JCOyc6x6MuebnqNeRfkTPbJg6.1#success


A reminder about this prayer list:   

If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

the family of Charlotte O’Donnell who died on July 4. Sharon Gach and her family as they grieve the death of her 
husband Bruce on November 29; 

Maolin Li and the friends of Larry Herb, who died on 
August 3; 

Prayers For All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

Priscilla 
Taylor’s 
cousin-in-
law, Michele 
Arcelo; 
Priscilla 
Taylor’s 
friend, 
Michelle Campbell; 
Priscilla Taylor’s father-in-law and 
mother-in-law, Steve and Angie 
Taylor; 
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 
Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, Marjorie 
Boyer; 
Joy Barnitz's friend, Rachel; 
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary 
Thomson; 
Katy Wharton’s mother; 
Katy Wharton’s sister-in-law, Hedi. 

Chris Keesis’ mother, Suzanne; 
Cecilia Le’s spouse, Linda Carpenter; 
Ann Finlinson’s husband, John Cant; 
Sharon Yool’s daughter; 
Riki and Mark Twist’s daughter, Shelly; 
Liz Musgrave’s friend, Stephanie 
Roden; 
Liz Musgrave’s friend, Mary 
Richardson and her husband Jon 
Richardson; 
Peter Wilson’s dad; 
Jasmine Zartman’s mother, Karen 
Trepte; 
Shaun Moeller’s brother, Dave 
Nyman; 
Ron Adamson’s sister, Joanne Orput; 
Diane Harvey’s sister, Linda; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Paul 
Folkestad; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Jayne 
Gallagher; 

George Roeding; 
Diana Roeding; 
Bruce Roeding; 
Carl Nordling; 
Liz Musgrave; 
Jim Roletto; 
Wayne Fralin; 
Marty Williams; 
Karen Haughey; 
Barbara Swint; 
Maria Sicalbo; 
John Zlatnik; 
Judy Zlatnik; 
Ginny August; 
Helen Boyer; 
Charlie Smith; 
Hermann Attinger; 
Keith Moody; 
Luke Boyer; 
Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 

Prayers For These People  (And Their Families And Friends)  
Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

The Spouses, Partners, Children, Parents, And Extended Family Members Who Are Caring For And/Or Jour-
neying With Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Loved Ones (Especially For Those Named Above). 

The Parents, Children, And Extended Family Members Who Wish They Could Be Doing More To Support Their 
Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Loved Ones, But For Whom Distance And/Or Other Factors Makes That Difficult. 

Those Who Are Seeking Renewal, Rebirth, Or A New Start. 

Thanksgiving For All The Ways God Brings Healing.  

Everyone Impacted By Gun Violence. 

People (And All Of Creation) Around The Globe Suffering From Human-Made Disasters And From Natural 
Disasters (Often Made Worse By Human Action And Inaction On The Climate Crisis). 

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, That They Find Em-
ployment That Fulfills Their Hearts And Souls. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Through Non-Violent Methods Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 
 



3 



Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

36600 Niles Blvd., 

Fremont 94536  

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Niles Discovery  

Church  

The Bell Is First Class 

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 

received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it 

first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $2.00 per issue 

you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to 

bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select 

what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 

requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 

phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; 

admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that 

you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  

http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

