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September 4
“Water”
Genesis 1:1-5
September 11
“Air”
Genesis 2:4b-9
September 18
“Earth”
John 9:1-7
September 25
“Fire”
Acts 12”1-4
To worship with us on
Zoom, register once at
bit.ly/reg4worship.

36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536
(510) 797-0895 http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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To worship with us in
person (when the inperson
option
is
available), register for
each worship service at
bit.ly/inpersonsignup.
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Welcome
To Our New
Office Administrator

We’re pleased to announce NDC’s newest Office Administrator, Jeff Howe! Although we
will miss our previous administrator, Mikele, we’re excited to bring Jeff into our community.
Jeff moved to Walnut Creek in 2018 from his native Minnesota, and immediately fell in love with the hiking trails, the
beaches, and, most importantly, the lack of snowy winters. In addition to being our Office Administrator, Jeff is also
the Administrator of the Berkeley-based chorus Pacific Edge Voices, and the Director of Operations of the Palo Altobased chorus California Bach Society. He is a classically trained vocalist and often performs throughout the Bay Area.
In his free time, Jeff enjoys salsa dancing with his partner, Diana, and lounging on the couch with his brother and
their adorable Pitbull, Sosa.
Come say hi to Jeff while he’s in the office on Mondays from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Let the PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any PPRC member – Ken Rasler,
Ingert Svaerd, Leonard Lloyd, and Pastor Jeff and Pastor Brenda – if you have a concern about the life of the church
that you want to explore. If you have a church relationship that’s hurting and want some assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.

Contacting The Staff
As a precaution against Covid-19, please do not come into the office.
You can call the office at 510-797-0895 to leave a message for any
staff member.
Jeff Howe’s email is
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
Cecilia Le’s email is
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
You are encouraged to use the pastors’ Calendly apps to make an
appointment for a phone call or a Zoom meeting or to meet in
person as you would like; their contact information is at right.

Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107
Make an appointment:
calendly.com/pastorbrenda
Email:
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

Vacations, etc.: Pastor Jeff returns from his sabbatical on October 1
and Cecilia Le will be out of the office September 1 through
September 5.

Associate Pastor
Rev. Brenda
Loreman

Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff
Spencer

Admin
Jeff
Howe

Technology
Director
Jim Thomas

Bookkeeper
Cecilia
Le

Accompanist and
Organist
Jenny Lin

Celebrating Creation
Is “Elemental”
From September 1 (World Day of Prayer for Creation) to
October 4 (Feast of St. Francis) each year, members of
denominations across the
Christian community and
around the globe celebrate
the Season of Creation by
praying and acting together
to protect our common
home. For the past few
years, our congregation has
marked this season with a
worship series – as we will
again this year.
Inspired by a song, this
year’s worship series is
called Elemental: Nature’s
Invitation to the Sacred.
“During last year’s Season
of Creation, we discovered
a song by Pat Mayberry
called ‘Called by Earth and Sky,’” said Pastor Brenda. “I
loved how each verse of the song focused on one of the
four elements of water, air, earth, and fire, and connected them to the sacred, and to our sacred obligation
to care for those elements as part of creation. So, this
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year our series will focus each week on a different element and how that element invites us into a relationship with the sacred.” On
the last Sunday of the series, October 2, we will add
the “The Human Element,”
with Pastor Jeff preaching
on his first Sunday back
from his sabbatical. The
song that inspired the series will be heard each Sunday as part of the
“threshold moment” that
begins each worship service.
The October 2 worship service will also include a
blessing of the animals video. Everyone in the church
is encouraged to send photos or brief videos of the animals in their lives (including
toy animals) to Pastor Brenda to include in the video.
The hard deadline for submissions is Monday, September 26.

Celebration Of Life
For
Marjorie Fremont
The family of Marjorie Fremont invites you to a remembrance and celebration of her life on October
1, 2022, from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Olive
Hyde Art Center, 123 Washington Blvd, Fremont.
Marjorie, who died on July 29, 2021, was a beloved
member of Niles Discovery Church. Her family is
choosing to remember her at the art center because
it was a place dear to Marjorie's heart. She worked
there every December at the Christmas Gala and
had her paintings hung (and win awards) in various
art shows there. The family will serve food and beverages. “Please bring your memories of Marjorie,”
invites her daughter, Nancy, “if you can't attend in person please think of Marjorie on this day.” The family needs a
headcount for the caterers; if you are planning to attend, please reach out to Nancy at nancylfremont@gmail.com
by September 15.
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Niles Discovery Church
10th Anniversary

Don’t forget that the celebration for both our 10th anniversary as Niles Discovery Church and the quiet train crossing
at Nursery and Mission is happening on September 11 from Noon to 3:00 p.m.
There will be hot dogs, drinks, and celebration cake, along with games for the kids with prizes, and booths for all our
outreach projects. It will give all attending the opportunity to learn more about our work within and beyond our
church and have a fun afternoon of celebration.
Feel free to reprint the flyer on the opposite page and give it to friends, family, and neighbors to invite them to this
fun event. Note that the large parking lot will not be available for parking on September 11. Please park on the
street or at the California Nursery Historical Park. The small parking lot will be dedicated to handicapped parking.

Safe Parking Update
By Mark Twist, NDC moderator
My friends, so often when we talk about stewardship, we are thinking in terms of money.
However, sharing one’s time and talents are also ways one can give to our church. During the
month of July, while we hosted the City of Fremont Safe Parking Program, 19 of our members
served approximately 500 morning meals and lunches to the vetted program participants.
Here is the list of the folks: John Smith, Sybil Smith, Marilyn Vermazen, Jim Vermazen, Diane
Harvey, Ginny August, Susie Claxton, Christina Monkman, Marilyn Singer, Bob Singer, Iris Nicholson, Leonard Lloyd, Peter Wilson, Linda Dewlaney, Beth Rasler, Randy Fewel, Judy Zlatnik,
Melissa Palleschi, and Bill Palleschi.
If you have the opportunity to talk to any of these people, commend them for their work in serving others on our
behalf. Any accolades the Niles Discovery Church may be given for participating in the Safe Parking Program is because of those listed. We will be hosting again in November, so let John Smith or Melissa Palleschi know if you want
to join this group!

Tri-City Interfaith Council’s Statement
On Gun Violence
August 4, 2022
In response to the recent shootings in Buffalo, New York, in Uvalde, Texas, in Highland Park, Illinois, and the relentless reality
of suicide, the Tri-City Interfaith Council
stands in solidarity with all who work to
end gun violence. We are heartbroken for
the lives lost and the families and communities left behind to grieve.
We refuse to be silent in the face of this
epidemic of violence that plagues our nation, and we
raise our voices against gun violence whenever and
wherever it occurs. We urge state and national leaders

to take further action to prevent gun violence. Assault rifles and high-capacity magazines have no place in civil society.

As people of diverse faith traditions and
spiritual paths, we believe in the value and
dignity of all human life. No one should fear
going to school, to work, to the grocery
store, to a civic event or to their place of
worship.
We pray that this culture of violence in our nation will
be healed, not just in word, but by our actions, attitudes, policies, and practices.
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Come
Discover
The California Nursery
Historical Park
By Marilyn Singer, Green Team member
The California Nursery Historical Park, a 20 acre park, is being developed to tell
the story of the California Nursery Company to us and future generations, using
documents that were preserved by the Roeding Family and with magnificent
arboricultural resources. And, it is right across the street from our church!
How’s that for perfect planning?
On September 18th, directly after church, Janet Barton, the Green Team’s presenter, will give us an historical overview and introduce us to ways for enjoying
this beautiful resource. It’s developing into a little Garden of Eden filled with
roses, garden plots, towering trees; and places to gather to learn, walk and relax.
How lucky for us that the Roedings were horticulturists and had the vision to
acquire this magnificent site. Please mark your calendar for September 18th.

A Day At
Coyote
Hills
Regional
Park
By Priscilla Taylor

Stewardship 2023
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By Mark Twist, NDC moderator
It seems too early to be thinking about next year, 2023!
And, as much as we are just entering the fall season, we
must look forward. In the fields and market places, soon
there will be images of the harvest with corn stocks, dried
ears of corn, and pumpkins.
In less than three months, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving, the very special time of the year when we are
more keenly aware of our blessings as we gather around
tables with friends or family. That accounting may help us
to focus on what we intend to give back to support the
mission of the Niles Discovery Church. The theme, “From
Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving,” will be utilized for
letters, testimonials, and sermons. We will be dedicating
our pledges on Sunday, November 6. But for now, let’s
enjoy the mild weather and hope that the fall brings
some rain to our parched state!

Announcement And Newsletter Submissions
Please send announcements and articles as you write them to admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
They will be posted on our News blog as they are received and will be submitted for publication in the following issue of The Bell (if appropriate in terms of timing). The deadline for submissions for the October 2022 edition of The Bell is 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 15. In
addition to typical newsletter news, we hope to fill each issue of The Bell with reflections, photographs, poems, and so forth by members and friends of the congregation.

Special Offering
for Heifer International
The September Special Offering is for Heifer International. For 75 years Heifer International’s program has
empowered families to change
their lives – by turning hunger
and poverty into hope and prosperity. Their approach offers
more than just the giving of a
handout; Heifer links communities and helps bring sustainable
agriculture and commerce to
areas with a long history of poverty. You can learn more
at www.heifer.org.
The offering will be formally received on Sunday, September 4. As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to give at any time (always make checks payable
to Niles Discovery Church). You can also give online: go
to nilesdiscoverychurch.org and click the “donate”

button at the top of the page. At the end of the month,
we let the children of NDC decide which animals we will
donate (chickens, llamas, etc.) based on the
amount of money raised!
Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each month. With so many opportunities for
special giving, you may need to choose which
ones are most important to you. You may view
the complete list of special offering opportunities for 2022 at NDC Speical Offerings.
Many thanks to all that participated in our two previous
Special Offerings: School Supplies and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. We managed to raise a record $1,985
for annual school supplies and raised another $1,365
for the Pastor’s Discretionary fund. Your faithful contributions are greatly appreciated.
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Second Saturday Documentary Series Presents:

Ice On Fire

Can we reverse climate change? The documentary Ice on Fire explores the ways we can
reduce greenhouse gas emissions into the atmosphere and, more importantly, how to "draw" them out of the atmosphere, thus paving the way for global temperatures to go down. Reversing
climate change is urgent, as climate related events are a daily reality – summers are hotter, storms are stronger, droughts are longer, and the polar ice
caps are melting faster than predicted. Through visiting visionaries and scientists, the film explores the vital hope that we can turn away from the
brink. As the film says: "Is it game over? Or is it game on?”
As part of our Second Saturday Documentary Series, Ice on Fire will be
shown via Zoom Saturday, September 10, at 1:30 p.m. There will be a discussion immediately following the film. You can register for this screening
and other films in the series at SSDSZoom.
Narrated by Leonardo DiCaprio, Ice on Fire premiered at Cannes Film Festival to rave reviews. Screen Daily described it as “essential viewing for anyone who plans to carry on living on the planet.” The film focuses on two
greenhouse gases that are doing the most damage: carbon dioxide and methane. CO2 levels have eclipsed 400 parts
per million in the atmosphere – a figure scientists have long warned would cause catastrophic climate events
throughout the world. And, as methane emissions increase due in large part to factory farming, the ice caps that
help regulate global temperatures are literally melting away.
Fortunately, Ice on Fire not only explores the potential species extinction events caused by climate change (including
our own), but the exciting new technology being developed to reverse the harm caused by human activity over the
last two centuries.

Women’s Fall
Retreat Theme:
Reignite Your Light:
Dare To Dream
Via Zoom on September 16, 6:00 p.m. to 8 p.m. and
September 17, 10 a.m. to 3p.m.
Join us as we dare to dream about the future of Women's
Ministry. Come share your hopes, wishes, and prayers for this
dynamic ministry with other women around the region. The
Christian Church of Northern California-Nevada Women's
Ministries is honored to have our General Minister and President
Terri Hord Owens as our Keynote Speaker for the Fall Retreat.
Registration here: bit.ly/ccncn22retreat
Stay tuned to next month’s newsletter for information about
CCNC-N Men’s Retreat in November!

Fellowship News
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Registration Required
To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we require advanced registration for Zoom
meetings held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a repeating
event. Find the registration links in the descriptions of the scheduled events.

Weekly Bible Study
Monday Morning Bible study continues to Zoom from 11:00 a.m. to Noon. The scripture studied is
typically the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service. Everyone is welcome. Register at
bit.ly/mmbsreg. There will be no Bible study on September 12.

Return of Adult Sunday School
Niles Discovery Church Adult Sunday School will be starting back up on September 4 at 8:30 a.m.
Please contact John Zlatnik for more information.

Daytime Fellowship Group September 19
The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month (which is September 19). Bring
your lunch to this monthly Zoom gathering. We share the same meeting link as the Monday
Morning Bible Study, so join by registering for the Bible Study (bit.ly/mmbsreg).

Puzzle Exchange is back! September 23
Starting on September 23, drop by the patio (east end of the church building) every Friday at
1pm to exchange your puzzles. While there you can purchase gift cards through our SCRIP
program and help send our youth to summer camp. Many Thanks to Alta Jo Adamson and the
Finance Committee for making this program a continued success.

Cyber Geezers September 27
This is a gathering of retirees who are interested in learning more about computers, the
Internet, etc. They meet from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday following the third
Wednesday, which is September 27 this month. The group gathers on Zoom. Please contact
Jerry Sabo (jlsabo3@comcast.net) for more information.

Lap Robe Tying Group September 28
This group is back to meeting regularly, on the fourth Wednesday of the month. With COVID
protocols in mind, everyone is asked to bring their own lunch. The August meeting will be
Wednesday, September 28, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please contact Judy Molander
(jumolander@aol.com) to be added to the group’s email list or if you have suggestions for organizations that
might want some donated lap robes.

Green Team Meeting September 7 and 21
You’re welcome to join the Green Team, a group leading our congregation to address the
climate crisis. They meet the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. This month they are meeting September 7 and 21. Please contact Susie Claxton
(veroclax@sbcglobal.net) for information on joining the group and attending meetings.
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Cindy Corey;
Bruce Roeding;
Grace Rankin;
Alison Kieft;
Cindy Sojourner;
Veronica Riggs;
Ginny August;
Martha LeRoy;
Barbara P. King;
Judy Zlatnik;
John Zlatnik;
Helen Boyer;
JoAn Parker;
Charlie Smith;
Becky Moreno;
Isabel Moreno;
Nancy Attinger;
Diana Roeding;
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Penn Boyer;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
Bob Monkman’s mother, Patrica
Hanadel;
Dale London’s husband, David
London;

Prayers For These People And Their Families
Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Gem McMeen’s mother-in-law, Mary
Kelley;
Shaun Moeller’s brother, Dave
Nyman;
Ron Adamson’s sister, Joanne Orput;
Barbara King’s daughter, Carrie King;
Barbara P. King’s son, Jason King;
Sharon Yool’s former student, Jennifer
Hurd;
Sharon Yool’s daughter;
Bee Newell’s grandnephew;
Bee Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland;
Diane Harvey’s sister, Linda;
Judy Smith’s friend, Diane Sanchez;
Priscilla Taylor’s father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Steve and Angie
Taylor;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Kevin Wilbon;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Kathy Cavalli;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Lana Artemoff;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, Marjorie
Boyer;
Cindy Sojourner's friend Saemi and
her brother Don Ladue;
Associate Conference Minister Rev.
Davena Jones;
Sandra Wong’s friend, Nichelle;

Joy Barnitz's
friends’
baby who is
home from
the NICU;
Joy Barnitz’s
dear friend
Rev. Jeffrey Cheifetz;
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Polly Baxter;
Joy Barnitz's friend Rachel;
Joy Barnitz's friend Alison;
Susie Claxton’s sister, Caroline;
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince;
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s coworker Will;
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary
Thomson;
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;
Alison Kieft’s friend undergoing
cancer treatment;
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs;
Katy Wharton’s mother;
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor
Garnica;
Suzy Mahusay’s sister, Jo Carroll.

Prayers For All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
The Family of Marion Wolfe as they grieve her death on July 15;
The family of Karen Koshy as they grieve her death on July 8;
Suellyn Steigmeyer and her family as they grieve the death of
her aunt on April 15;

Ken Lucey-Cose and his family as they grieve the death of
Ken’s grandfather, Jack Petty, in early April;
Pastor Jeff and his family as they grieve the death of his
stepmother, Pat Hadley, on March 26.

All Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
All Those Who Are Suddenly Caring For Nieces And Nephews And Grandchildren Because The Children’s Parents Died In The Pandemic.
People (And All Of Creation) Around The Globe Suffering From Human-Made Disasters And From Natural
Disasters (Often Made Worse By Human Action And Inaction On The Climate Crisis).
For Those Struggling With Priorities And Perspective, Seeking To Balance Gifts And Responsibilities In Their
Living.
Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Through Non-Violent Methods Are Bringing
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World.
A reminder about this prayer list:
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Brenda know.
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7:30 p.m.
BSA Troop
112 Court
of Honor
6:30 p.m.
BSA Troop
112 Meeting and
Board Review

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brenda Loreman,
Associate Pastor
36600 Niles Blvd.,
Fremont 94536
Phone: 510-797-0895
nilesdiscoverychurch.org

The Bell Is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it
first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue
you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can
select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly
prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please
leave a phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895;
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that
you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

