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Call to Annual Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the 2022 Annual Meeting of Niles Discovery Church will be held on Sunday, May
1, 2022, immediately following worship simultaneously in the sanctuary and on Zoom. Your attendance is
prayerfully and urgently requested. The agenda includes the election and installation of new officers,
Cabinet members, and Auditor; approval of past Congregational Meeting minutes, and other business that
may come before the church.

Niles Canyon Stroll And Roll
The fourth Niles Canyon Stroll and Roll will give exclusive access to runners, hikers, and
cyclists between Fremont and Sunol. Motorized vehicles will be barred from the stretch of
Niles Canyon Road between Mission Boulevard in Fremont and Main Street in Sunol from
7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 1. This may cause some parking and traffic challenges for those who are coming to worship in person, an important day to be in worship
(either in person or on Zoom) because the Annual Meeting follows the worship service.

Contacting The Staff
Because of the pandemic, we are still asking people to limit visits to the
office. You can call the office 510-797-0895 to leave a message for any
staff member.
Mikele Kearney’s email is
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
Cecilia Le’s email is
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

Senior Pastor
Rev. Jeff
Spencer

Associate Pastor
Rev. Brenda
Loreman

You are encouraged to use the pastors’ Calendly apps to make an
appointment for a phone call, a Zoom meeting, or to meet in person as
you would like; their contact information is below.
Office Absences: Pastor Jeff will be on vacation May 3-10. The office
will be closed on Monday, May 30 for Memorial Day. Pastor Brenda will
be on vacation May 30 to June 20.

Pastor Brenda’s mobile

Admin
Mikele
Kearny

Technology
Director
Jim Thomas

Bookkeeper
Cecilia
Le

Accompanist and
Organist
Jenny Lin

510-828-4107
Make an appointment: calendly.com/pastorbrenda
Email: brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851
Make an appointment: calendly.com/revjss
Email: jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

Interim
Music Director
Michael Morales
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Examining Historic Vocations
of the Church with a Contemporary twist

In May, Pastor Jeff and Pastor Brenda will be preaching a sermon series they are calling “Looking Back; Stepping
Forward: The Historic Vocations of the Church.” The series will explore stories from the beginnings of the church in the
Acts of the Apostles. In these stories, we see the followers of Jesus learning and growing as a new faith emerges. And
we see five callings of the church develop, five vocations.
These five callings – traditionally known by their Greek names:
kerygma (preaching/proclaiming), diakonia (service), didache
(teaching), koinonia (community/fellowship), and leitourgia
(prayer/worship) – will be explored in the sermon series, looking back
to how they show up in the ancient church, and stepping forward as
we ponder how these traditional vocations might look as the church
moves into a new reality that is emerging.
“The whole sense of what it means to be church and how we do
church – all of church – is shifting.” Pastor Jeff said. “This is because
of the pandemic, the advent of new technologies, and global crises
like climate change. The church must constantly adapt to the realities
of the world if we’re going to faithfully build the beloved community
Jesus calls us to.”
This sermon series will be both informative and challenging – informative because of the historical information that is
shared, and challenging because it will talk about faithful change, and change is almost always hard.

Second—Generation Survivor to Speak
at Yom HaShoah Service
A community who remembers together, changes the world together.
The annual Interfaith Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance) Service, sponsored by the Tri-City Interfaith Council
will feature Lisa Tabak, a second-generation survivor of the
Holocaust. Ms. Tabak’s mother, Edith Weiler, had a temporary plan to hide from the Nazis in a farm loft. It turned into
a four-year stay. The service will be held on Sunday, May 1,
at 7:00 p.m.
This event is open to the public – for those of all religions
and for those from the secular community. The program
will be multi-access – available to attend in person at Temple Beth Torah or virtually on Zoom. Please note that those
in person will be required to wear a mask and to show
proof of up-to-date vaccination. Registration by Friday April
29 is required to attend and can be done at
bit.ly/YomHaShoah5782. If you have any questions, please
email them to RabbiZoeMcCoon@bethtorah-fremont.org.
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Second Saturday Documentary Series Presents:

Icarus
the truth about Sports Doping
Our May documentary, Icarus, follows Academy
Award Winning director Bryan Fogel as he sets out
to uncover the truth about doping in sports. A
chance meeting with a Russian scientist transforms his story from a personal
experiment into a geopolitical thriller involving dirty urine, unexplained death,
and Olympic Gold.
As part of our Second Saturday Documentary Series, Icarus will be shown via
Zoom Saturday, May 14, at 1:30 p.m. There will be a discussion immediately
following the film led by Andrew Adamson. Andrew is a member of Niles
Discovery Church, lives in Fremont, and works in South San Francisco at
Genentech as Director of Facility Systems and Information. At UC Davis he had
significant experience in long distance bicycling and other athletics. He is aware
of and is sensitive to the influence of drugs on upsetting the level playing field
in competitive sports, and the resulting effects on individuals and society in
general. You can register for this screening and other films in the series
at bit.ly/SSDSZoom.
While investigating the furtive world of illegal doping in sports, Fogel connects
with renegade Russian scientist Dr. Grigory Rodchenkov—a pillar of his
country’s “anti-doping” program. Over dozens of Skype calls, urine samples,
and badly administered hormone injections, the two grow closer despite
shocking allegations that place the scientist at the center of Russia’s statesponsored Olympic doping program. When the truth is more complex than
imagined, and accusations of illegalities run to Russia’s highest chains of command, they realize the power is in their
hands to reveal an international sports scandal beyond compare.
Exemplifying the special bond between filmmaker and subject, this is a portrait of the sacrifice some people will make
to stand up for the truth. Icarus places you at the heart of an international game of cat and mouse, where any
miscalculation can cost you your life.

How to Spot a Malicious Email
We do the best we can to keep our email system as secure as possible. Nonetheless, spoofing
(when someone makes an email look like it came from someone at church) and hacking (when
someone actually gets into an email account) are possible. Here are somethings to keep in mind about legitimate
emails from your church staff.
It will always have a subject that means something to you
It will always have information in the body of the email describing purpose, not just a “Hey, check this out.”
It will always be from an @nilesdiscoverychurch.org email address.
It will always have the name and other info about the person sending message.
It will never ask you for money for a church staff member.
When in doubt, don’t click on a link in an email and don’t open any attachments. You can always send an email (not a
reply, but a new email) to the person who (supposedly) sent the email, asking if it’s legit.
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School Kits for Refugee Children
Throughout this month, Pastor Brenda and the Ministry of Social Concerns Team will be collecting materials and funds
to create school kits for Church World Service (CWS). After
watching millions of people become displaced by the war in
Ukraine, Pastor Brenda desired a way to make a difference in the
lives of refugees. “I know I can donate some money—and I have—
but I really wanted to do something tangible, something with the
gifts of my hands. I thought that one way to do this was to put
together school kits for CWS, an organization that has been serving
the displaced people from Ukraine.” School kits supply the basics
for a child to go to school in a new place: notebooks, pencils,
crayons, a pencil sharpener, scissors, a ruler, and an eraser, all
placed in a child-sized cloth or canvas tote bag.
If you feel inspired to help, join Pastor Brenda by gathering supplies, creating tote bags, or just showing up to help put
the kits together. “I know that these kits may not be going directly to children displaced by the Ukrainian war, but
Church World Service has certainly distributed school kits to children displaced by this conflict, and the kits that I make
will go to replenish the supplies of kits that CWS always needs to help children be successful in school while living as
refugees.“ Pastor Brenda will be collecting supplies all through the month of May, and will be putting the kits together
on Friday May 27 and Saturday May 28, 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. You can contribute to this service project
by donating school supplies, making or purchasing tote bags, or by showing up in May to help Pastor Brenda put the
kits together, box them up, and send them off to Church World Service. For specific directions about what to purchase
for the kits, see the list here, and for more information check in with Pastor Brenda.

It’s a Good Time To
Join a Ministry Team
The Ministry Teams will hold their first meetings of the new
program year on Monday, May 2, at 7:30, on Zoom. If you have
wondered what a Ministry Team does and/or how you can be
involved, you’re invited to attend this (or any) meeting.
Register for the Zoom meeting at bit.ly/MinTeamMtgs.

Announcement
and Newsletter
Submissions
Please send announcements and articles as you write them to
Mikele at admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She will post them
on our Newsblog as she receives them and will submit them for
publication in the following issue of The Bell (if appropriate in
terms of timing). The deadline for submissions for the June 2022
edition of The Bell is 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 12. In addition
to typical newsletter news, we hope to fill each issue of The Bell
with reflections, photographs, poems, and so forth by members
and friends of the congregation.
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A Special Fellowship Opportunity

The Ministry of Hospitality and Fellowship Team invites you to stay
after worship Sunday, May 15 for an afternoon of friends and
fellowship. Sponsored by the same team that has brought us such
wonderful events as the Zoom Halloween Parties and Secret
Valentines, this one will be “can’t miss” as well. We will start with a
light lunch on the patio followed by a round of Bunco in the fellowship
hall.
Never played Bunco? No need to worry. If you can roll five dice, you
can play the game. It is quick-moving, fun, and easy. A game for all
ages. There will be prizes and plenty of conversation. Give it a try and
you just might like it.
There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for small sandwiches,
salads, chips, and dessert. If you have any questions or would like
more details, please contact Alison Kieft, 510-504-0262.

Camp Tamarack 2022
Explore Our Still Speaking
God, Nature, and Creation
Camp Tam is in the high Sierra, roughly 60 miles east of Fresno, at over 7,000 feet. A rustic outdoor setting, nestled among towering pines, gives the feeling of the Sierra wilderness. The area around the camp has seen little development. A meandering creek runs
through the edge of camp. Shade from tall Lodge Pole pines and Sugar Pine trees, and
the elevation, keep daytime temperatures cool - usually 70s to 80s, but the temperature
can dip to the 30s at night.
Early bird registration is open, now through May 20. Lock in your summer camp plan for only $270 per camper and
save $20 over regular registration rates. Due to staffing constraints, middle school and high school camps have been
combined. Please note the change in date for high schoolers from prior publications.
•

Junior Camp (entering grades 4-6): July 17-23

•

Middle School/High School camp (entering grades 7-12): July 24-30

The Niles Discovery Church Ministry of Education Team - Scrip Sales Account will financially support our children wishing to attend camp this summer. Please register your campers and send a copy of your paid registration form to MCE
team member, Barbara P King at barbarapking076@gmail.com to receive a $200 reimbursement per child.
The weeks at camp vary, but typically include small-group discussions on a scripture-based theme for the week, a Talent/No Talent Show for campers to show off their skills, skits, jokes, or none-of-the-above, daily evening worship services, hiking in stunning forests, swimming, games and sports, crafts, and dance parties. Each week is an opportunity to
praise and explore our Still Speaking God, nature & Creation, and friends both familiar and new.

Vote Like Democracy Depends on it
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Info about May’s “We Are One” Rally
The Tri-City Interfaith Council’s “We Are One” monthly rallies have returned. Gathering
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of the month at the corner of
Walnut Ave. and Paseo Padre Pkwy., each rally has a different theme. May’s rally (on
May 26) has the theme “Vote Like Our Democracy Depends On It.” You are welcome to
make and bring signs.

Using the Facility
Niles Discovery Church is officially allowing groups to use the building, much like we did prior do the pandemic
shutdown. The Ministry of Property Team and Cabinet used the shut down to streamline
facility use paperwork and now we have all new facility use request forms and policies
and procedures.
If you are interested in reserving a room (single use or long-term), Contact Mikele
(admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) to get copies of all the documents you need to
complete your reservation. Please do not assume that any preexisting arrangements

Put Your Name on
One easy way to offer hospitality to first-time worshippers and newer members is to wear
your name tag. Please pick up your name tag before worship and wear it throughout
coffee hour. If you need a new or replacement one please send an email request to Mikele
(admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org), including your first and last name and pronouns if you would
like them included.

Community of the Great Commission
Work Weekend
The Disciples of Christ Men’s Ministries committee is inviting all the men of the region – this, of course, is not just for
men, please invite others who might be interested – to come to the Community of the Great Commission (CGC) for a
time of work and fellowship. Beginning 1:00 p.m. Friday, May
13 and ending sometime after lunch Saturday, May 14, the
campground will be hosting a bring your own bedding, $5.00
a meal, work weekend.
Besides working to help improve the camp for the summer
programs, we will be enjoying our company with games, singing, Christmas lighted campfire, and more. Please RSVP to
Tina Heck at tinasueheck@yahoo.com with the number of
meals you will be present for and if you are spending the
night. There is no age limit. The need is great. If you have any
questions about the event, please feel free to contact Carl
Cordes, President of the Men’s Ministries of CCNCN, at
cccrafting@comcast.net.
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May Special Offering:
SAVE-ing the Abused
“We believe that every person has the right to live in peace.” – SAVE Mission Statement

Safe Alternatives to Violent Environments (SAVE) is a local
organization that provides shelter, support, and
educational opportunities for individuals and families so
they may end the cycle of abuse, heal, and have the
freedom to reach their full potential. The program
includes a shelter/transitional housing program and an
Empowerment Center offering crisis
support, referrals, and assistance
with food, clothing, and, even,
restraining orders. SAVE has also
created education programs for
police
officers
and
medical
personnel specifically addressing the
needs of domestic violence victims
and provides Teen Dating Violence Awareness
presentations to schools.
We will be collecting for SAVE the entire month of May. In
addition, you can choose to prepare a SAVE Ditty Bag.
These bags are filled with things like shampoo and
conditioner, soap, deodorant, a toothbrush and
toothpaste, etc. However, when an abused person comes
into the local safe house, possibly carrying nothing, they
are given one of these bags. These small items will help
begin the journey to safety and wellness. Instructions and

bags are available during the puzzle exchange on Fridays,
1:00 p.m. You can come to the patio entrance at the
church to receive materials and to return completed bags
which will then be delivered to the shelter. These bags
and items will be blessed during worship on Sunday, May
8.

As with all our special offerings, you
are welcome to give at any time
(always make checks payable to Niles
Discovery Church) or online go to our
church webpage and click the
“donate” button at the top of the
page then select “SAVE” from the
Special Offering options. Niles
Discovery Church receives a different special offering each
month. With such varied opportunities for giving, you
may want to decide which are most important to you. For
a complete list of the 2022 special offerings please visit
bit.ly/SpecialOffering2022.
Last month, you donated $420 for the future leaders of the
church, which will be split between the Pacific School of
Religion and Disciples Seminary Foundation. We are
training the future, thanks to your generosity!

Fellowship News
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Registration Required
To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we require advanced registration for Zoom
meetings held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a repeating
event. Find the registration links in the descriptions of the scheduled events.

Weekly Bible Study
Monday Morning Bible study continues to Zoom 11:00 a.m. - Noon. The scripture studied is
typically the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service. Everyone is welcome. Register at
bit.ly/mmbsreg.

Daytime Fellowship Group May 16
The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month (which is May 16, this month),
Bring your lunch to this monthly Zoom gathering. We share the same meeting link as the Monday
Morning Bible Study, so join by registering for the Bible Study (bit.ly/mmbsreg).

Cyber Geezers May 24
This is a gathering of retirees who are interested in learning more about computers, the
Internet, etc. They meet on the first Tuesday following the third Wednesday (I can’t make this
up) which is May 24, 1:30-2:30 p.m. this month. The group gathers on Zoom; visit bit.ly/
CyberGeezers to register. Please contact Jerry Sabo (jlsabo3@comcast.net) for more

Lap Robe Tying Group May 24
This group meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month (with a special combined
November/December meeting date), in the fellowship hall. This month’s meeting will be
Wednesday, May 24, 10:00-2:00 p.m. Please contact Judy Molander (jumolander@aol.com) to be added to the
group’s email list or if you have suggestions for individuals or organizations that might benefit from donated lap

Green Team Meeting May 4 and 18
You’re welcome to join the Green Team, a group leading our congregation to address the
climate crisis. They meet the first and third Wednesdays of the month 3:30-4:30 p.m. This
month they are meeting May 4 and 18. Please contact Susie Claxton (veroclax@sbcglobal.net)
for information on joining the group and attending meetings.

Retirement Reinvention Group May 19
This group meets on the third Thursday of the month which is May 19 this month. Contact John
Zlatnik (jzlatnik49@mac.com) for information about joining this Zoom gathering of retirees who
are supporting one another as they explore new ways of being retired people.

Puzzle Exchange and SCRIP Sales
Drop by the patio (east end of the church building) on Fridays 1:00-2:00 p.m. to exchange your
puzzles and while there you can purchase gift cards through our SCRIP program. These sales
help send our youth to summer camp. Many Thanks to Alta Jo Adamson and the Finance
Committee for making this program a continued success.
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Marian Wolfe;
Cindy Corey;
Bruce Roeding;
Grace Rankin;
Alison Kieft;
Melissa Palleschi;
Cindy Sojourner;
Veronica Riggs;
Keith Moody;
Ginny August;
Martha LeRoy;
Barbara P. King
Judy Zlatnik
John Zlatnik
Helen Boyer
JoAn Parker;
Charlie Smith;
Becky Moreno;
Isabel Moreno;
Nancy Attinger;
Diana Roeding;
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Penn Boyer;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Diane Kindle;
Steve Rosellini;
Sandra Frisbey;
Dale London’s husband, David

Prayers For These People And Their Families
Because Of Their Health Concerns:
London;
Gem McMeen’s mother-in-law, Mary
Kelley;
Shaun Moeller’s brother, Dave Nyman;
Bob Monkman’s mother, Patricia
Hanadell;
Ron Adamson’s sister Joanne Orput;
Barbara King’s daughter, Carrie King;
Barbara P. King’s son, Jason King;
Sharon Yool’s former student, Jennifer
Hurd;
Sharon Yool’s daughter;
Bee Newell’s grandnephew,
Bee Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland;
Diane Harvey’s sister, Linda;
Judy Smith’s friend, Diane Sanchez;
Priscilla Taylor’s father-in-law and
mother-in-law, Steve and Angie Taylor;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Kevin Wilbon;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Kathy Cavalli;
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Lana Artemoff;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, Marjorie
Boyer;
Cindy Sojourner's friend Saemi’s
brother Don Ladue;
Associate Conference Minister Rev.
Davena Jones;

Sandra
Wong’s
friend,
Nichelle;
Joy
Barnitz’s
dear friend
Rev. Jeffrey Cheifetz;
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Polly Baxter;
Joy Barnitz's friend Rachel;
Joy Barnitz's friend Alison;
Susie Claxton’s sister, Caroline;
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince;
Pastor Jeff’s step-mother, Pat Hadley;
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s coworker Will;
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary
Thomson;
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;
Alison Kieft’s friend undergoing cancer
treatment;
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs;
Katy Wharton’s mother;
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor
Garnica;
Suzy Mahusay’s sister, Jo Carroll.

Prayers For All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
Suelleyn Steigmeyer and her family as they grieve the death
of her aunt on April 15;

Carol Easter and her family as they grieve the death of
her mother, Barbara, on December 16;

Ken Lucey-Cose and his family as they grieve the death of
Ken’s grandfather, Jack Petty, in early April;

Tarrah Henrie, Shaun Moeller and their family as they
grieve the death of Tarrah’s father (Shaun’s exhusband), Manfred Bob Moeller, on December 10.

Pastor Jeff and his family as they grieve the death of his
stepmother, Pat Hadley, on March 26;

All Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
All those who are suddenly care for nieces nephews and grandchildren because the children’s parents died
in the pandemic.
People (and all of creation) around the globe suffering from human-made disasters and from natural disasters (often made worse by human action and inaction on the climate crisis), including Bee newell’s niece,
Kathie, and her partner in Australia who, after years of crought, are now flooded out of their home.
Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Through Non-Violent Methods Are Bringing
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World.
A reminder about this prayer list:

If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know.
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Rev. Jeffrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brenda Loreman,
Associate Pastor
36600 Niles Blvd.,
Fremont 94536
Phone: 510-797-0895
nilesdiscoverychurch.org

The Bell Is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it
first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue
you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can
select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly
prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please
leave a phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895;
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that
you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

