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Call To Special
Congregational Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the Cabinet
has called a Special Congregational
Meeting to vote on a motion to authorize a committee to negotiate a five-year
lease with the City of Fremont, authorizing the City to establish an emergency
homeless shelter on the west end of the
church’s property (affectionately known
as “squirrel hill”). The meeting will be
held on Sunday, March 31, following
worship in the fellowship hall. Your
attendance is urgently and prayerfully
requested.
Prior to this Special Congregational
Meeting there will be at least one and
possibly two Town Hall Meetings to discuss the proposed shelter program and
how it would impact our ministry and
mission. The first will be held on Sunday, March 10, following worship, in the
fellowship hall. If people desire a second
meeting to allow for further discussion,
it will be held on Sunday, March 17, following worship, in the fellowship hall.

Pastor offers
time of reflection
for Food Van crew

UPCOMING WORSHIP

The Mobile Food Pantry program
launched about a year and a half ago. It
was an experiment for Tri-City
Volunteers and it’s not surprising that
they turned to Niles Discovery Church to
launch this experiment. Pastor Jeff
thinks that now, after the major
logistical issues have been worked out
and our volunteers have some
experience under their belts, it is a good
time for some reflection.

March 10
“Benedict and Teresa”
community spirituality

“We are participating in this project as a
church,” Pastor Jeff told the Food Van
volunteers. “That means that our faith
has something to do with our
participation. But have you thought
about that? Have you had a time and
place to reflect theologically and/or
spiritually on your experiences? I want
to create a space for you to do that.”

March 17
“Hild and Patrick”
Celtic/creation spirituality
March 24
“Romero and
Teresa of Calcutta”
justice spirituality
March 31
“Ella Baker and
Martin Luther King, Jr.”
American prophetic
spirituality
April 7
“Jim Antal and
abby mohaupt”
environmental spirituality

Continued; See “Time For Reflection”
page 4
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Jeff’s Jottings
Lenten Sermon Series

The idea started with simply
noticing that St. Patrick’s Day is a
Sunday. That led
to thinking about
other saints –
officially
recognized
or
labeled as such in
my heart. And
that led to the
sermon
series
Pastor
Brenda
and I will be
preaching during
Lent.
The sermon series is titled, “The
Saint In You,” and it’s all about
discovering and growing your
spirituality with the help of some
saints of the church. You can see
the list of saints, some of whom
you’ll recognize and some of whom
you will not, on
page 1 in the
“Upcoming
Worship” column.
My
favorite
definition of a
saint is this: A
saint is like a
stained-glass
window because a
saint lets God’s
light
shine
through them in
such a way that
you see something
you wouldn’t see
without
them,
something of God, something that
draws you closer to God.
Growing up in a New England
Congregational Church, we didn’t
“do” saints. Saints were something
the Catholics did. “Why would you

pray to a dead person when you
can pray directly to God?” was the
type of dismissive question I might
hear. One Christmas break during
my college years, we had a
church youth group reunion. I
told one of my friends that I
was attending St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ while
I was at college. He asked me
if I had become a Catholic,
even though “United Church
of Christ” was in the name.
All he heard was the “Saint”
part, and he jumped to the
conclusion
about
a
conversion. I reminded him that my
college was in St. Paul, Minnesota.
My understanding of the Roman
Catholic practice is that from time
to time the church officially
recognizes that a person had in
their lifetime an exceptional degree
of holiness or closeness to
God. Because of that holiness,
they are considered worthy of
greater honor or emulation.
That official recognition is
called “canonization.”
Neither the Disciples of Christ
nor the United Church of
Christ does this sort of thing. I
suppose
that
anyone
recognized by the Catholic
church as a saint prior to
1517 (the beginning of the
Protestant
Reformation)
would technically be a saint in
our denomination, since our
denominations hadn’t broken
away from Catholicism yet,
and I don’t think there’s ever been
a resolution in either denomination
that renounces any of the pre-1517
saints. Still, neither denomination
venerates saints.

Still there have been and there are
people who led/lead exemplary
lives – so maybe we can learn from
their examples.
That’s what we’re going to do in
this series. We’re going to look at
the lives and practices of ten
people – some who died long ago,
some who are living – and see if
they can help us discover new
dimensions of our own spirituality
and practices.
Emergency Temporary
Homeless Shelter
I hope you saw the Call to Special
Congregational Meeting on page 1.
This is very important – not just the
Special Congregational Meeting,
but the Town Hall Meeting(s)
happening in the middle of the
month to help us get ready for the
Special Congregational Meeting.
Please also read Jim Thomas’
“Moderated Musings” on page 3
about the project the city is
exploring with us.
This is an amazing opportunity for
our church. Because of that, it will
have a significant impact on us as a
congregation. Should we move
forward with this project (or should
we choose not to), it will likely
influence our identity – our sense
of who we are as a church and our
sense of what it means to be
“church” – for much longer than
the project’s 5-year time span.

I believe that God speaks through
the deliberations, discussions, and
discernment of our church when
we enter into it prayerfully. Please
be involved in this process.
Peace,
Pastor Jeff
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Lent Begins On March 6
Although the nights are still chilly and more rain is possible in the coming days, spring
is definitely around the corner; the hills are vibrant green, the daffodils are blooming,
and flowering trees are already shedding pink blossoms. As spring arrives, so arrives
Lent, the 40 days (plus Sundays) of preparation leading up to Easter. In fact, the word
“Lent” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means “spring.” The 40 days
recall the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness, and are meant to be a
time of reflection, prayer, and self-examination.

This year, Lent begins on Wednesday, March 6; as we did last year, a
small group from the Ministry of Spiritual Life will be offering “Ashes to
Go” at the local BART station, making ashes and a blessing available to
anyone who wishes to receive them during the afternoon commute. A
simple, meditative service will also be offered, at 7:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary .

by Jim Thomas
Last month I asked for feedback on the City of Fremont’s proposal of setting up a temporary emergency shelter on Squirrel
Hill. There were several concerns, but the top two items were
related to parking and community pushback. I submitted the list
of concerns to the project manager in the Human Services department. She prepared a presentation of the City’s proposal and along with five other city officials,
presented the proposal to the Cabinet and answered questions. I was happy to see
several people from our congregation attend this meeting and participate in the discussion.
The City officials gave us an overview of what the project was about and addressed
our concerns as they explained how the project will roll out. Issues of parking are
still being addressed, but it appears that we are getting closer to an agreement that
benefits both the City and the Church.
There is a document on our website that lists our concerns and the current responses that the City of Fremont has provided. Please review this document as you discern how we should proceed. This document is located at:
https://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/ndc.php?page=Homeless_Shelter_Project
The Cabinet has scheduled a Town Hall meeting on March 10th where I will present
the project in full details. I have asked the City of Fremont to attend as well, to answer questions that will certainly arise during the meeting. March 17 has also been
slated for a Town Hall meeting, to further the discussion as needed.

Worship Leader
Trainings
Scheduled
Pastor Jeff has scheduled
liturgist and TWTC leader
trainings in May. People
who want to be liturgists
during the July 2019 to
June 2020 program year
should save Sunday, May
19, 11:30 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. for a training.
People who want to lead
the Time with The
Children during the July
2019 to June 2020
program year should save
Sunday, May 26, 11:30
a.m. to Noon for training.
If you are interested in
becoming a Communion
Elder, contact Pastor Jeff.
He will schedule trainings
if the need arises.

Name it!
Please remember, for
cash donations to be
credited to your giving
record, you must put the
cash in an envelope and
write your name on it.

Should we, as a congregation, choose to move forward with this project—and I pray
that we do—the cabinet will present a resolution to appoint a committee to negotiate the terms of the lease agreement with the City of Fremont for this project. This
resolution will be presented to the congregation at a Congregational Meeting slated
for March 31. I welcome all comments and questions regarding this project.
Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536 (510) 797-0895 http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org

MARCH Volume 19 Number 03
Page 4

Welcome Mikele Kearney

Another Month;
Another
We Are One Rally
The “We Are One” rallies,
held on the fourth Thursday of the month, from
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., at
the corner of Paseo Padre and Walnut in
Fremont, have returned.
The theme for the March
28 rally hasn’t been announced by the press
deadline for this edition
of The Bell, but it will be
included in Sunday announcements once it is
set. The “We Are One”
rallies are sponsored by
the Tri-City Interfaith
Council, of which Niles
Discovery Church is an
affiliate.

Change Of Address
Niles Discovery Church
has closed its Post Office
Box and is only receiving
mail at the church building. Please make sure all
correspondence
(including
automatic
pledge payments from
your bank) goes to the
street address: 36600
Niles Blvd., Fremont
94536. Thank you.

The Personnel Committee is pleased to introduce our new Office
Administrator, Mikele Kearney. You might recognize Mikele. She,
her husband, and three kids, have attending worship regularly for
the last few months. Mikele is also active in our Scouting
program.
To help make Mikele's transition easier, please include your last
names on things like the Sunday attendance sheets and If you're
in the church building during the week, drop in to introduce
yourself. Remember that Sunday is not a work day for Mikele. Please resist the
temptation to try get her to do work-related stuff that day of the week.
Continued from Page 1

Time For Reflection
That’s why Pastor Jeff has invited the food van volunteers to join him on Sunday,
March 3, from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., in the Niles Discovery Church Fellowship Hall
for theological reflection. This will be a time to pray together, share some stories,
and ask the big theological questions that come up in this work.

Cabinet Votes To Become A Partner
In The Campaign Against Oily Wells
Niles Discovery Church has joined a coalition of organizations
targeting San Francisco-based mega-bank Wells Fargo, a leading
lender to the fossil fuel industry. Kicking off this coalition’s activities is the March for Fossil Fuel Freedom, a 34-mile walk to expose the fact that Wells Fargo is a leading lender to the fossil fuel
industry. The march will commence in Palo Alto on March 16 and
end in San Francisco on March 18.
To sign up to march any or all the route, to join the rally at the culmination of the
march, or to find other ways to help, check out https://oilywells.com/. Information
is also available on the literature table in the Fellowship Hall.

Summer Camp Dates Announced
It’s hard to believe, but the summer dates for Camp Caz and Camp Tam are posted
on the Conference’s website. You can access it here: https://ncncucc.org/yomcreg/
Dates for the camps held at the Community of the Great Commission can be
accessed here: https://ccncn.org/Outdoor_Ministries.php.
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HOSPICE– “Leave Peace, Not Chaos” Series Continues
Response to the Ministry of Social Concerns first two
conversations of this series has been enthusiastic. The
team looks forward to our program on Hospice on March
24 following our church service. The staff of Bridge Hospice, including NDC’s own Timothy Weible, will lead us in
a discussion of how hospice can be a critical part of your
end-of-life planning and your Advance Directive.
Hospice services are designed to give supportive care to
people in the final phase of a terminal illness, and they
focus on comfort and quality of life, rather than cure. The goal is to enable patients
to be comfortable and free of pain, so that they can live each day as fully as possible. Hospice also works with the client’s family to encourage communication and
understanding.
Lunch will be served at noon in the Fellowship Hall with the discussion occurring
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Reservations are useful for planning lunch and set-up
of space. Text or email Judy Zlatnik at 510-509-8165 or jzlatnik@yahoo.com if you
wish to attend.

Are you on Facebook?
If you are on Facebook, please “like” the Niles Discovery Church page. You can find it
at www.facebook.com/NilesDiscoveryChurch. Use your smart phone to let people
know that you’re at church on Sunday morning. Once you’ve clicked the “Like”
button, it will change to “Liked.” Then hover your mouse over the “Following”
button and click the pencil image to the right of the word “Notifications.” Select
“All” under the “Posts” options, and click “Done.”
You can also join our Facebook “group” at www.facebook.com/groups/
nilesdiscoverychurch/
And if you want to “friend” our pastors, they are at www.facebook.com/
brenda.loreman and www.facebook.com/RevJSS. Learn more about healthy social
media boundaries in the church at http://bit.ly/ndcsocmedia.

Community Bulletin Board
Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are invited to submit short notices that may be of interest to the
rest of the congregation. Note, no commercial notices or
partisan political announcements are allowed (to keep us
from running afoul of regulations). Niles Discovery Church
makes no representations or endorsements about the
events or services listed.
Mission Peak Chamber Singers presents “Heart
Attacks.” Blissed out or bummed, love takes us in all directions. Join MPCS as we gather the
enthused and oblivious, the nosy and the naughty, the sassy and the sweet into one great
celebration of this crazy little thing called love. Concerts are Saturday, March 9 at 7:00 p.m.
at Niles Discovery Church, and Sunday, March 10 at 4:00 p.m.at John Knox Presbyterian
Church in Dublin. Tickets ($20 adult/$15 child) available at chambersingers.org, or from Lisa
Lahowe, Glennda Chui, or Pastor Brenda.

Celebrate
Ofer And Revital
dal Lal
Please join us at a potluck
in celebration of Ofer and
Revital on Sunday March
3, following worship. This
event is both a farewell
party and a baby shower.
Lots of food is needed.
Sign up to bring your favorite dish by contacting
Val at 510-703-3603 or
via
email
to
nursval@sbcglobal.net.

Let The PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda
Loreman – if you have a
concern about the life of
the church that you want
to explore. If you have a
church relationship that’s
hurting and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.
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Special Offerings
Discovery Church). You can also give online: go to
nilesdiscoverychurch.org and click the “donate” button
at the top of the page.
The March Special Offering will be split between One
Great Hour of Sharing and Week of Compassion. Each
offering is received throughout the congregations of
each of our denominations (United Church of Christ and
Disciples of Christ, respectively). Both denominations use
the collected funds to provide disaster relief and development grants. Both have Facebook pages that are regularly updated with ways your contributions are being
used.

Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each
month. With that many possibilities for special giving,
you may need to choose which ones are most important
to you. You can see the schedule of special offerings at
bit.ly/specofferings or call the church office we will mail
you one.
Thanks to your generosity, our February special offering
for SAVE raised $910 and over 40 ditty bags.

This offering will be officially received on Sunday, March
10. As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to
give at any time (always make checks payable to Niles

Second Saturday Documentary Series

Documentary Film Explores The Injustice Of Money Bail
Submitted by Sharat G. Lin
Money bail in the United States is one of the major causes of mass incarceration and disproportionately targets the poor and communities
of color. There are well over 2 million people in prison at any given
time, more per capita than any other country. We spend over $80 billion in tax dollars on prisons and lock up hundreds of thousands of
people for nonviolent offenses.
California will become the first state to eliminate money bail for suspects awaiting trial, replacing it with a controversial pre-trial riskassessment system that could increase incarceration rather than reduce it. Senate Bill 10, signed by former Governor Jerry Brown, will go into effect in October 2019.
In California alone "fifty thousand people sit inside jails for no other reason than that they cannot afford to pay
their high money bail," says Raj Jayadev, co-founder of Silicon Valley De-Bug.
While most Americans know very little about the current for-profit money bail system, the documentary film
“The Bail Trap: American Ransom” (2017, 40 minutes) provides an inside look at how it works and how it can be
reformed.
The Second Saturday Documentary Series will screen the film at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 9, at Niles Discovery Church. A discussion after the film will be led by a member of Silicon Valley De-Bug, a grassroots organization
that has been actively advocating for bail reform for many years.
The United States is one of only two countries in the world that has a for-profit money bail system controlled by
large insurance companies that issue billions of dollars in bonds every year.
The monthly series is sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San José Peace and Justice Center. Admission
to the film is free. Learn more about the series at http://bit.ly/nilesssds.
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Weekly Bible Study
Pastor Jeff is trying an experiment. He is offering a weekly Bible study on Mondays, from 11:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. The scripture we will study will typically be the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship
service. Everyone is welcome (On the third Monday of the month, you can stick around for the Daytime Fellowship
gathering too— see below). This group will meet in March and April when Pastor Jeff is in town. If there is sufficient
attendance, the study will continue beyond April.

Daytime Fellowship
The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month, September to June, at 12:15 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall, following the weekly Bible Study. Come for the Bible Study, or just show up for the
fellowship and dessert (bring your brown bag lunch). Sometimes there is a little bit of business that needs to be taken
care of. The gathering typically ends around 1:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

Mildred Reynolds Lap Robe Tying Group
The Lap Robe Tying Group meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month January through October, from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Let Judy Molander know if you plan to attend as lunch is provided.
During these cool evenings, why not wrap up with a lap robe instead of turning the furnace up a degree or
two? During fellowship time any Sunday, the stitchers can get one for you at no charge. Yes, they are free, as all materials and labor is donated.
We had some baby print material donated and this month we are working on seven mini “quilts” to be donated to the
preemie ward at Highland Hospital. These newborn babies have a difficult time getting started in life. These “quilts”
will be used to keep the babies warm and bundled in the hospital then gifted to them when they go home. Thanks to
Vickey Kean for making this connection for us.

Please Wear Your Name Tag
One easy way to offer hospitality to first-time visitors and newer members is to wear your name
tag. Please pick up your name tag before worship and wear it throughout coffee hour. If you need
a new one, check the box on the green attendance form.

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors
to have regular, posted office hours.
Please call your pastor if you would
like to make an appointment or have
him/her come by for a visit.
Pastor Jeff’s is on Friday, and his day
off is Saturday. His email is
jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Brenda is not in the office

Thursday through Saturday. Her mester are Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to
email is brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 4:00 p.m. Her email is cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Cecilia Le’s hours during this seWe are pleased to welcome Mikele
Church
Kearney to our staff as our Office Ad510-797-0895
ministrator. Her hours will be Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m.
Pastor Jeff’s mobile
to 2:00 p.m., and her email address is
510-579-8851
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
Mikele will be taking Monday, March
510-828-4107
25 off.
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Jerry Mulcahy;
Jerry Hollands;
Charlotte O’Donnell;
John Zlatnik;
Mindy Adkins;
Becky Moreno;
JoAn Parker;
Penn Boyer;
Cindy Corey;
Bill Ball;
Maxine Foster;
Suellyn Steigmeyer;
Dean Hunter;
Nancy Attinger;
Jack Rankin;

Grace Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Ken Young;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
Mark Twist's father, Arnold;
Amy Gunnarson’s great-niece Syra;
Conference staff member Joy Davis;
Sharon Yool’s brother, Harry “Butch”
Lewis;
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary Thomson;
Susie Claxton’s sister, Argyle Claxton;
Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff;

Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs;
Katy Wharton's mother;
Janet Butcher;
William "Butch" Butcher;
Rich Gallegos' friend, Jimmy;
Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther;
Carol Easter's daughter, Allison;
Carol Easter's mother, Barbara.
Maria Garnica's brother, Victor Garnica;
Michele McConville's mom, Marie
Maguire;
Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan;
Suzy Mahusay's sister, Jo Carroll.

All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
JoAn and Val Parker as they grieve the death of their
brother-in-law/uncle Sherman on February 7;
Ken, Beth, Lisa, Samantha, and Clio Rasler and their
extended family as they grieve the death of Marilyn Rasler
on January 24;
John Wharton and his family as they grieve the death of
his father on December 18;

Ron and Alta Jo Adamson and their extended family
as they grieve the sudden, tragic death of their beloved
niece Deanne;
Vickey Kean and her family, as they grieve the death
of Barry Kean, on Monday, August 20;
Marian Wolfe and her family, as they grieve the death
of Marian’s husband Don, on August 7;

Wally Osborne and family as they grieve the death of his
daughter, Arnaye Osborne on December 3;
People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who, Through Non-Violent Methods, Are Bringing
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World.
Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives.
People Who Are Struggling Financially.
People Whose Lives Have Been Directly And Indirectly Impacted By Violence.

People Who Are Traveling.
People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
These Leaders Of Our Congregation: Members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer, Pastor Brenda Loreman, and
the Care Team.
A reminder about this prayer list:
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know.
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The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895;
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

