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Join The Rise For Climate March On Sept. 8
The Rise for Climate, Jobs, and Justice march is just days
away and you can be a part of it. There will be a contingent
form our church worshiping and marching together in San
Francisco on Saturday, September 8. Details are available
at https://j.mp/ndcrises. Email Joy Barnitz at joybarnitz@gmail.com or Beth Rasler
at brasler@groco.com if you want to be part of the group and get all the last minute
details.

We’ve Got A Place For You, And Your Toy, Too
Do you have a favorite stuffed animal from your childhood? If not a
stuffed animal, a favorite toy? If you still have it, please bring it to
worship on Sunday, September 9, for our Rally Day worship service.
If you no longer have it, please bring a picture of it.
The theme for that Sunday is “All God’s Critter’s Got a
Place.” The scriptures are Psalm 139:1-18 and Psalm 24.
The service will include a blessing of our Sunday School
teachers and learners, presentations of Bibles to our
fourth graders, and a few other celebrations. Join us!
There’s a place for you!

Flea Market Report Coming Next Month

UPCOMING WORSHIP
September 2
“News from
Mount William,
New Hampshire”
1 Samuel 16:1-13
September 9
Rally Day
“All God’s Critters”
Psalm 139:1-18
bring a childhood
stuffed animal or toy
September 16
“The Revelation of God”
Mark 8:27-38
September 23
“Being a Church”
Romans 12:1-21
September 30
“For Such a Time as This”
Esther 4:9-17

Because of newsletter deadlines, we don’t have a report for this year’s Flea Market
at this time. We’ll have a full report next month. In the meantime, to everyone who
worked to make the Flea Market successful: thank you!

MCE Team Leads An Inclusive Sunday
School/Gender Spectrum Discussion
The Ministry of Christian Education Team invites
the whole congregation to join them on Sunday,
September 23 at noon, in the fellowship hall, for a
discussion about “Making Our Classrooms More
Open and Inclusive.” The goal of this informal
training and discussion is to help us all make our Sunday School programs more
open, inclusive, and welcoming for all of our congregation’s children. The topics of
gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation will be explored, and we
will discuss some of the challenging issues that our young people are facing today in
their homes, schools, and communities. Lunch will be provided.
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Jeff’s Jottings
September 8 and 9 will make for a
pretty exciting weekend. I hope you
will be participating.
First, on Saturday, September 8, a
group from our church will
participate in the largest
climate action ever to
take place on the west
coast of the Americas.
We will be part of the
thousands gathered in
for the Rise for Climate,
Jobs, and Justice march.
Thank you to Beth Rasler
and Joy Barnitz for
coordinating
our
church’s group. I’m
hoping our contingent from Niles
Discovery Church will be large –
and still be only 0.1% of the march
total.

If you’ve known
me for any
length of time,
you know that I
believe
that
climate change
is the moral issue of our day.
Agriculture developed with the
climates we’ve known for the past
10,000 to 20,000 years. As humans
cause rapid climate change, our
ability to grow food to feed the
over seven-billion of us on this
planet will become increasingly
difficult. Access to clean, potable
water will shift. Climate refugees,
already a reality, will become a
commonality. In all likelihood, wars
will erupt because of all this.

Unless
we
happening.

change

what’s

If we reduce the production of
greenhouse gases drastically and
quickly, we can mitigate the
impacts of climate change. But
we’re running out
of time to do this.
That’s why I’m
taking
to
the
streets and why I’ve
been
organizing
churches and other
faith communities
in our region to join
us. I hope to see
you on the streets,
too.
Then, on Sunday, we’ll gather for
worship as we kick off the new
school year. As you saw on page 1,
you’re encouraged to
bring a favorite stuffed
animal to worship that
day. We will have a time
of organized chaos for
story
sharing
and
reflecting on
God’s radically inclusive
love. It should be fun.
And then, before you
know it, it will be
October – and October
is Pledge Month. Ours is
a
very
generous
congregation. Still, to
develop a sound budget for 2019,
we need to have some idea about
how much money people will be
giving, so we ask for pledges. It’s
something we have to do every

year. The big challenge is, how do
we make this more fun than a
public TV and radio pledge drive?
Food and entertainment is the
answer.
Our plans include a lunch and
talent show, some testimonies, and
some letter writing. Of course, we
need help to pull this off, so please
check in with Mark Twist (our
pledge campaign coordinator) to
let him know how you can help. I
truly appreciate your assistance.
Maybe I don’t say that enough. I’m
writing this column between
Saturday’s and Sunday’s flea
market sales. I’ve watched as a
hearty core of volunteers and a
squad of others have come to the
church on a regular (for some,
daily) basis to sort, price, and
display donations, and to sell
donations during the weeks leading
up to the Big Weekend. And then
everybody and their uncle show up
on Flea Market weekend. I don’t
want to add up how
many
hours
of
volunteer work goes
into this weekend – I
don’t know how to
start.
I just know it makes
a difference, and it
couldn’t
happen
without your help. Ours truly is a
generous congregation. Thank you.
Peace,
Pastor Jeff

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave
feedback or comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he
answers kids’ theological questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com.
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Strategic Plan: Food Van Project Update
Our partnership with the Tri-City Volunteers’ mobile food van will soon be a
year old! It has been a real success, for
those who benefit from the access to
good quality foods and for our congregation.
One of our original reasons for our involvement was to make it possible for
our ‘giving’ to move from giving cash to
direct interaction with those in our community experiencing need. Many who
work on this project have commented
about the positive rewards of getting to
know food recipients. For people who
live on very restricted incomes, after
paying rent, there is only limited money
left for food. The need is often invisible;
this project makes
a difference!
Three
new
food van lo-

cations are
scheduled to
begin on October 1. Our expanded involvement would
require finding a minimum of 6
additional volunteers either to drive or
to assist. Volunteers are expected to
work two time blocks a month of about
two hours each. The added times will be
the mornings of the first and third Tuesdays of the month, the second and
fourth Tuesdays of the month, and first
and third Wednesdays of the month.
Volunteer to discover how this project
enriches your life as you build relationships with others. If you have questions,
feel free to call Marilyn Singer, Michelle
McConville, or John Zlatnik. They would
love to have you join them!

September 16 Town Hall Meeting
to Explore What It Means to Be a
Just Peace Church
Sunday, September 16, 2018 is recognized by the United Church of Christ as “Just
Peace Sunday.” There will be a Town Hall Meeting in the fellowship hall after
worship that day to discuss the possibility of Niles Discovery Church becoming a “Just
Peace Church.” Here are some things to know in preparation for this meeting.
WHAT is a Just Peace Church? This is a United Church of Christ designation, it
supports the World Council of Churches focus on four elements of justice:
•
•
•
•

Just Peace in the community – so that all may live free from fear
Just Peace with the Earth – so that life is sustained
Just Peace in the marketplace – so that all may live with dignity
Just Peace among the nations – so that human lives are protected

WHY might Niles Discovery Church want to become a Just Peace church? Some of
you may recall Pastor Jeff’s sermon on this topic a year ago; if you want to jog your
memory, here’s a link to his sermon: wp.me/pBRG6-qb. As Pastor Jeff put it a year
ago: “If we actually engage the discussion, if we actually do the study and let it call us
Continued; See “Just Peace” page 4

Let The PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda
Loreman – if you have a
concern about the life of
the church that you want
to explore. If you have a
church relationship that’s
hurting and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.

We Are One
Rallies Continue
The next monthly “We
Are One” rally, sponsored
by the Tri-City Interfaith
Council and Compassionate Fremont, gathers on
September 27. These rallies are held from 5:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the
fourth Thursday of the
month, at the corner of
Walnut and Paseo Padre
in Fremont. People are
invited to make and bring
signs that are peaceful,
compassionate, and nonpartisan. Watch your
Sunday announcement
folders for this month’s
theme.
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Continued from Page 3

Just Peace
to action, we might not like where it takes us.“ This Town Hall is the
first step in the study.
… Ofer dal Lal, who became a citizen of the
United States of America
on August 9, 2018.

WHO? The answer to this question is, of course, YOU! Come and
engage in this Town Hall Meeting, designed by the Pathways to
Beloved Community (P2BC) strategic project, to help us decide together if we want to
engage in a Just Peace study to see where the Holy Wisdom is leading us.

Change Of Address
Niles Discovery Church has closed its Post Office Box and is
only receiving mail at the church building. Please make sure
all correspondence (including automatic pledge payments
from your bank) goes to the street address: 36600 Niles
Blvd., Fremont 94536. Thank you.

Interfaith Community, High School Students
Gather For International Day Of Peace
… Ofer dal Lal and Revital
Shmerling who were legally married on August
10, 2018.

The International Day of Peace, September 21, was established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations resolution. Peace
Day provides a globally
shared date for all humanity to commit to Peace
above all differences and
to contribute to building a
Culture of Peace.
The International Day of
Peace will be marked once
again in the Tri-Cities with events in
Fremont’s Central Park. Students will be
gathering at 4:00 p.m. or 4:30 p.m. for a

“Peace Walk” around Lake Elizabeth
(exact details were not available by the
press deadline). People of all ages are
welcome to join them.
At 6:00 p.m., the Interfaith
Community will gather at the
Peace Pole (near the Lake
Elizabeth Boat House) for a
simple prayer service that will
include words from many
different faith traditions. Everyone is encouraged to attend this service. Watch bit.ly/tcicpeace2018 for updates.

Pretty As A Picture
From time to time, members of the church take pictures during various church events. And sometimes those pictures are
posted on our Facebook page. But you may not want your
picture used, so you should know about our church’s policy
on using pictures. If you don’t want your picture used on
line, you can opt out. Just go to http://j.mp/ndcdnp, print
and fill out the form, and send it the church office – or you
can call the church office to have a form mailed to you.
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Rev. Timothy Weible To Be Installed
In the United Church of Christ, pastors are
“installed” in their called positions. Typically, these
are positions in churches, but sometimes clergy
are called to specialized ministries. The Rev. Timothy Weible has been called to a hospice chaplaincy and he will be installed to that call during a special worship service on Sunday, September 30, at
3:00 p.m., here at Niles Discovery Church.
The service of installation is in many ways a typical worship service. It has prayers, scripture readings, hymns
singing, etc. It also includes a liturgy where we celebrate
the covenant between Tim, our congregation, the wider
United Church of Christ, and the hospice agency he works
with. The service will be followed by a reception.
Please come to this important moment in the life of our congregation and in the ministry of Tim Weible.

Ministry Opportunities Of The Month
Compassion Games Tracker: The Tri-City Interfaith
Council is encouraging local faith communities (like our
church) to participate in the Compassion Games in
September. We would carry on our regular activities, but
someone would keep track of how many people and
hours were involved, and if money is involved (like our
Special Offering), how much money was raised. If you are
interested in doing this accounting work, let Pastor Jeff
know.
Photo Directory Editor: It’s time for a new photo directory, but we need someone to
coordinate its production. Anyone interested in making this happen? There are a few
options to make this happen and we can explore them to figure out which approach
would work best for you. Let Pastor Jeff know if you’d like to make a new photo
directory happen.

Join Our Email Lists
Simply go to bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the
form to join any of our mailing lists. You can select what
email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly
prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more.

In early August, the
church office learned of
the death of Jan G. Filip, a
long-time member of
First Christian Church of
Fremont who had been a
founding
Participating
Member of Niles Discovery Church. Jan died on
November 30, 2017.
The congregation also
holds Vickey Kean in
prayer. Her beloved Barry
died on August 20. A service celebrating his life
was held on September
1, 2018.

Please Wear Your
Name Tag
One easy way to offer
hospitality to first-time
visitors and newer members is to wear your
name tag. Please pick up
your name tag before
worship and wear it
throughout coffee hour.
If you need a new one,
check the box on the
green attendance form.

We also encourage you to join our Yahoo! group. Go to
http://j.mp/NDCyahoogrp, look for the purple “Join Group”
button, click it, and fill out whatever forms Yahoo! needs you to complete to become
part of the group. Once you’re a member of the group, you can send announcements
to everyone else in the group. It’s one more way for our church to keep in touch.
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Special Offerings
The September Special Offering
is for Heifer International. Heifer International empowers families to turn hunger and poverty
into hope and prosperity – but
their approach offers more than
just giving them a handout. Heifer links communities
and helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce
to areas with a long history of poverty. You can learn
more at www.heifer.org.

The offering will be formally received on Sunday, September 9. As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to give at any time (always make checks payable
to Niles Discovery Church). You can also give online: go
to our church webpage and click the “donate” button at
the top of the page.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each
month. With that many possibilities for special giving,
you may need to choose which ones are most im-

portant to you. You can see the schedule of special
offerings at http://j.mp/speoff2018 or call the church
office we will mail you one.
Thanks to your generosity, our August Special Offering of school
supplies provided 76
backpacks (a record
number), 21 lunchboxes, 2 boxes of binder
paper and spiral notebooks, a bag of pens and pencils (49 dozen to be exact),
a bag of glue and glue sticks (214), a bag of crayons,
markers and colored pencils, a bag of erasers (66), and
other miscellaneous supplies. The administrative staff
at the Family Resource Center, were delighted with
everything, but then, we have a reputation to uphold.
They were ready with three carts to bring in everything
from the packed car, instead of the usual single cart!

Second Saturday Documentary Series

Impact Of Charter Schools Explored In “Backpack Full Of Cash”
We hear it from politicians and pundits: our schools are failing. They blame
teachers, unions, and public schools in general. Competition, they say, is the
answer and so public school money is put into the hands of corporations to
form and run charter schools.
But does it work?
Backpack Full of Cash offers a painful look at the impact on traditional schools when funding is diverted for privately run schools. A free public screening will be held on Saturday, September 15, at 1:30 p.m., at Niles Discovery Church. The screening will be followed by a discussion.
Narrated by Matt Damon, the film offers a timely warning about America’s public schools, which have fallen
into a growing, greedy, and under-regulated system of privatization that is having a devastating impact on our
children. Though Backpack Full of Cash focuses primarily on schools in Philadelphia and New Orleans, it’s a
must-see for Californians to fully comprehend where the state may be headed soon if the pro-charter movement is not held accountable.
The screening is part of the Second Saturday Documentary Series and this screening is being co-sponsored by
the Fremont Unified District Teachers Association. The Series is deviating from its name-sake schedule and
screening this film on the third Saturday of the month because of the massive climate march taking place in
San Francisco on September 8. People can learn more about this climate action (supported by the Second Saturday Documentary Series) at ca.riseforclimate.org/faith.
The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose Peace
and Justice Center. Learn more about the series at http://bit.ly/nilesssds.
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Mildred Reynolds Lap Robe Tying Group
The lap robe tying group meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month, January to October, from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall (though in July and August, they meet in a member’s
home). The next gathering is September 26.
You are welcome to join in the fellowship and a provided lunch as this group ties off lap robes that have been
stitched together during the month. The lap robes are then given to people who might enjoy them and to remind them that they are always wrapped in God’s love. If you know of someone who would like a lap robe, contact Alison Kieft or Judy Molander. If you plan to join in the fellowship and fun this month, please let Judy Molander know (since lunch is provided, it’s nice to get a head-count).

Daytime Fellowship
After a summer hiatus, the Daytime Fellowship Group returns on September 17. The Daytime
Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month, September to June, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
One of our pastors leads a Bible study (typically looking at a scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service).
This is followed by a time for visiting with each other as we eat our brown bag lunches and a provided dessert.
Sometimes there is a little bit of business that needs to be taken care of. The meeting typically ends around 1:00
p.m. Everyone is welcome.

Fall Women’s Retreat

2018 Disciples Men Retreat

Registration is now open for the DOC Annual Women's Fall Retreat on September 21 to September 23, at
Mission Springs Conference Center in Scotts Valley.
The registration deadline is September 7. Registration
forms are available in our church office or you may
register online at http://j.mp/2018FWR. The theme
for the weekend is, Prayer: Conversations with God.
The Fremont women usually request lodging at Laurel
Lodge.

The men of the church are invited to participate in the
annual Disciples Men’s Retreat. It will be held October
12 through October 13 at the Woodland Christian
Church, 509 College St., Woodland. The speaker will
be the Rev. Dr. Rick Lowery, someone who Pastor Jeff
describes as “an engaging biblical scholar.”
More information and online registration is available
at j.mp/2018DMR.

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our
pastors to have regular, posted
office hours. Please call your pastor
if you would like to make an
appointment or have him/her come
by for a visit. None of the staff is
available on Mondays, 12:45 p.m. to
1:15 p.m., because they are in a
staff meeting. The office will be
closed on Monday, September 3, in
observance of Labor Day.
Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day off is Saturday. His email

is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Brenda is on sabbatical until
November 12.
Cecilia Le’s hours have changed to
Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Church
510-797-0895
Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107

Her email is:
ceciia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
As of the press deadline, Sandra
Lange’s hours are Mondays, 9:00
a.m.
to
4:00
p.m.,
and
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00
p.m.
Her
email
is
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
However, Sandra is looking for a
fulltime job and, given her talents,
we expect her to be offered
something wonderful very soon.
There will be more details shared in
worship as they develop.
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Jerry Hollands;
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Doug Sojourner;
Becky Moreno;
John Zlatnik;
JoAn Parker;
Susie Claxton;
Penn Boyer;
Cindy Corey;
Maxine Foster;
Bill Ball;
Suellyn Steigmeyer;
Mike Kean;
Dean Hunter;
Nancy Attinger;
Jack Rankin;

Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Judi Eaton;
Ken Young;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
Alison Kieft’s friend, Darryl;
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim
Carstairs;
Debbie Keesis' and Denise Church's
brother, Darren;
John Wharton's father;
Katy Wharton's mother;
Alison Kieft's sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;

Janet Butcher;
William "Butch" Butcher;
Rich Gallegos' friend, Jimmy;
Carol Easter's daughter, Allison;
Maria Garnica's brother, Victor
Garnica;
Michele McConville's mom, Marie
Maguire;
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol
Garret;
Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law,
Chris Dungan;
Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther;
Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay's sister;
Carol Easter's mother, Barbara.

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives.

People Who Are Struggling Financially.

All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
Vickey Kean and her family, as they grieve the death of
Barry Kean, on Monday, August 20;

Judy Zlatnik And Her Extended Family as they
grieve the death of her brother, Bob, on May 18;

Marian Wolfe and her family, as they grieve the death
of Marian’s husband Don, on August 7;

Dorothy Williams And Her Family as they grieve
the death of her daughter, Belinda Williams on
May 15;

Nancy Walker, as she grieves the death of her father
on July 29;
The Family Of Birth And Choice Of Lizann Bassham,
Including Pastor Jeff, as they grieve her death on May
27;

Pastor Brenda And Her Family as they grieve the
death of her uncle Jay Hartwick, on April 10;
Cecilia Le and her family as they grieve the death of
her father on April 4.

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers,
Including People From Our Congregation And Friends.
These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; and
the Care Team.
Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Work To Bring God’s Compassion And Merciful
Justice Through Non-Violent Methods To The World.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know.
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The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

his edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

