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There are lots of great organizations out there, doing important work. Some days it 
feels like every one of them has sent me an email asking for a donation. My giving beyond 
the church is not very organized and I suspect that getting it organized would make me feel 
less stressed – and, I admit, last guilty – when I delete those emails. And now I've just 
preached myself into adding one more item to my personal to-do list. 

Our reading today – those two brief verses – comes from a larger section of Paul’s 
second letter to the church in Corinth. This longer section is his fundraising section of the 
letter. In this section, Paul is trying to create a bridge between the Jewish members of the 
Jesus movement and the gentile members of the Jesus movement. Here’s what one 
commentator says about Paul’s fundraising: 

“The most fascinating part of this appeal is the way it subverts common models of 
patronage and philanthropy. Patrons generously bestow gifts as they choose upon those 
with fewer resources, winning appreciation and acclaim. Philanthropists attend galas and 
have building wings named after them, while those served by an institution or program 
humbly give thanks. 

“With the words grace and fair balance, the apostle [Paul] signals that he’s doing 
something different. In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, Paul uses the Greek word charis ten times. 
Usually I appreciate any and all efforts to eliminate redundancy. But here the repetition is 
striking when looking at these verses in Greek – or in a study Bible that notes all the times 
the word could be translated as grace. 

“The Jewish Annotated New Testament notes that early Judaism saw support for the 
needy as a religious obligation stemming from God’s provision for all people. Paul 
underscores this point when he quotes from Exodus 16, about the gift of manna in the 
wilderness, given by grace. Moses instructs the Israelites to gather what they need. Some 
gather more, some less, but no one ends up with an excess or a lack. This miracle stands in 
stark contrast to our world today [and the world of the Roman Empire when Paul was 
writing], with its places of hoarding and places of deprivation. 

“Often our response – especially in predominantly White, middle-class churches – is 
about helping others without recognizing our own needs. We turn charis into charity work. 
We think that some of us have more because we earned it. We forget that everything each 
of us has is by grace.”1 

This is one of the things I learned on mission trips when I was in high school. 
Actually, I learned this as an adult when I looked back on those mission trip experiences. 

 
1 Celeste Kennel-Shank, in the “Sunday’s Coming” email from The Christian Century, dated 21 June 2021. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=491817964
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It’s one of the things I try to teach when our confirmation class or youth group participates 
in some sort of mission or service project. 

When I was in high school, each April vacation, our church youth group would go on 
a mission trip somewhere in the southeastern part of the United States. We went for the 
camaraderie and the fun. We went to get away from our parents for a week. And we went 
thinking that we had something to offer to the people who lived and worked in what was, 
compared to the Boston suburb where I lived, relative poverty. We went thinking that we 
we’re giving them something – our time, our energy, our enthusiasm, our help. It turns out 
that we were receiving much more than we were giving. The people who received our 
teenage efforts we’re giving us life lessons – lessons about humility, dignity, graciousness, 
hospitality, and lessons about practical things like how to re-putty a window. 

Perhaps these efforts were, in some way, in the same spirit as what Paul is meaning 
when he writes about grace and fair balance. Perhaps this is one of the lessons that the 
pandemic is offering us: that any of us could find ourselves in a precarious situation at any 
time, dependent on others to meet our basic needs. 

“Be the best in this work of grace,” Paul writes. “Be the best in this work of grace in 
the same way that you are the best in everything, such as faith, speech, knowledge, total 
commitment, and the love we inspired in you.”2 Maybe Paul is buttering up the Corinthians. 
Maybe he is appealing to their ego. Or perhaps he truly sees in them deep faith, honest 
witness, expanding wisdom, total commitment, and transformative love. 

Then he goes on: “I’m not giving an order, but by mentioning the commitment of 
others, I’m trying to prove the authenticity of your love also.”3 Paul is saying, I think, that 
the authenticity of our love is proven in how we live our lives – with the generosity of our 
treasure, certainly, and also with the generosity of our talents and time. 

A little over 15 months ago, we had to suddenly transform how we gathered to 
worship God, how we gathered to offer our prayers and to be in community, supporting 
one another as we dealt with the dangers of a new virus. 15 months ago, we had to change 
how we did church. 

One of the things I learned from the past 15 months – in addition to the 
precariousness of our lives and the very real possibility that any of us could suddenly 
become dependent on others – is the centrality of our worship service each Sunday. This 
hour we spend together each week, opening our hearts to God, listening for how we can be 
better followers of Jesus, giving voice to our burdens and our joys, and recognizing our 
dependence at all times on God – this hour we spend together each week is where we are 
most profoundly and uniquely church. 

That’s why, 15 months ago when we suddenly could not gather physically, we 
scrambled to find a new way of gathering for worship. While Pastor Brenda and I, as your 
pastors, did a lot of the scrambling, we certainly did not scramble alone. There is a host of 
people who have been working, week after week, to make this new way of worshiping as 
meaningful and authentic as possible. I want to pause here for just a moment so Brenda can 

 
2 2 Corinthians 8:7, Common English Bible. 
3 2 Corinthians 8:8, Common English Bible. 
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share a little video that names most of the people who have made worshiping together on 
Zoom possible – and to offer my thanks and our thanks as a congregation to each one of 
them. 

I hope you noticed, at the end of that video, Jim Thomas’s name. Week after week, 
Jim has been working behind the scenes, helping make your experience in Zoom as 
untechnical as possible. In an effort to allow you to focus on the worship of God, he has 
been pushing buttons and dragging his mouse across three different computer screens. We 
cannot thank him enough. 

And now we’re moving towards a re-reinvention of how we do worship – and, 
really, all of church. We have discovered the value and flexibility the gathering via Zoom for 
worship and for meetings and for study groups as given the church. This means, we won’t 
be going back to the way church was before the pandemic. We are moving forward into a 
new way of being church, into a church that is hybrid throughout its ministries – 
sometimes online, sometimes in person, and sometimes a mix of both. 

It is my firm hope that we will figure out how to make our worship services a mix of 
both in person and online. That is what Pastor Brenda and I have been working on, again 
with much help from Jim Thomas. One of the things that we figured out already is that a 
hybrid worship service will take more volunteers than a worship service that is strictly in 
person or strictly online. 

In this regard, today’s sermon very much reflects Paul’s letter to the church in 
Corinth. Paul was raising money for the mission of the church. I’m inviting you to think 
about how you can help make are hybrid worship possible. We will still need cyber 
greeters and ushers for the people worshipping on Zoom, and we will need people to help 
set up communion and to be worship attendants for the people worshipping in person. And 
we need people to learn how to run the PowerPoint, and people to learn how to do aspects 
of the job that Jim has been doing nonstop for the past 15 months (that man is past 
deserving a break), and people to serve on a technology team to advise and organize and 
generally up our technological game. 

There. That’s my pitch. If you want to respond to my pitch, type a comment in the 
chat or send me an email. I’ll follow up later this week. 

I just have one more thing to say. I’m quite comfortable making this pitch because of 
what Paul wrote to the church in Corinth:  “I’m not giving an order, but by mentioning the 
commitment of others, I’m trying to prove the authenticity of your love also.”4 I mentioned 
the commitment of all the people (most of whom I managed to include in our little video) 
who made our online worship possible because I want to prove the authenticity of your 
love. 

Amen. 

 
4 2 Corinthians 8:8, Common English Bible. 


