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October 3  
“God Loves All Creation”  

Psalm 148  
(conclusion of the “Beguiled 

by Creation” series) 

October 10  
“The Land Is Not Empty” 
 Deuteronomy 6:10-12 

October 17  
“Lost in Translation”  

Psalm 119:97-105 

October 24  
“By Foreign Waters”  

Psalm 137  
(beginning of our “A Future 

With Hope” series) 

October 31 
“Emptying and Filling”  

Philippians 2:1-11 

November 7 
“Sending and Returning”  

Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

PLEDGE SUNDAY  
November 14 

“A Future With Hope”  
Jeremiah 29:10-14 

To worship with us on 
Zoom, register once at 
bit.ly/reg4worship. To 

worship with us in person 
(when the in-person 
option is available), 

register for each week at 

bit.ly/inpersonsignup.  

http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
https://bit.ly/reg4worship
https://bit.ly/inpersonsignup
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Contacting The Staff 
Because of the pandemic, please do not come into the office. You can 
call the office 510-797-0895 to leave a message for any staff member.  

Mikele Kearney’s email is  
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Cecilia Le’s email is  
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Our new Interim Music Director, Michael Morales, 
 can be reached via email at michael@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

You are encouraged to use the pastors’ Calendly apps to make an 
appointment for a phone call or a Zoom meeting or to meet in person 
as you would like; their contact information is below. 

Vacations, etc.:  Pastor Jeff is taking a week of Study Leave and a week 
of Vacation October 4-17. 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
 510-828-4107 

 calendly.com/pastorbrenda 
 brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org  

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
 510-579-8851 

 calendly.com/revjss 
 jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org  

Confirmation Class Begins October 24 
Additional Students Welcome 

Every so often, Pastor Jeff offers a Confirmation Class to 
people 8th grade and above (adults are welcome to 
take the class, too,). The purpose of the class is to give 
the students what they 
need (information, experi-
ence, and time of reflec-
tion) to choose whether or 
not this is the time in their 
lives to confirm their iden-
tity as Christians. 

Each student has their 
own, unique story about 
their spiritual journey. For some students, a Christian 
identity was claimed on their behalf by their parents 
when they were baptized as infants. These students 
may use the class to help them decide if they want to 
claim that identity as their own now that they are ma-
turing into adulthood. Some students come from fami-
lies that are new to church and they use the class to 

learn more about Christianity and if it’s right for them. 
For other students, this is a time to discern if they want 
to claim a Christian identity through the sacrament of 

baptism. Those who choose to confirm 
their identity as Christians do so through 
the rite of Confirmation. 

The class begins on October 24. It will 
meet most Sundays at 2:00 p.m. through 
May of 2022. It will include a few movie 
nights, some special worship services, a 
half-dozen or so meetings with a men-
tor, and a couple field trips during the 

year. Confirmands (that’s the fancy church word for 
Confirmation Class students) will also have assigned 
spiritual practices to explore between classes and some 
reading assignments. 

If you would like to join the class, please let Pastor Jeff 
know right away. 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff  
Spencer 

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Brenda  

Loreman 

Admin 
Mikele  
Kearny 

Bookkeeper 
Cecilia  

Le 

Accompanist and 
Organist 
Jenny Lin  

Interim  
Music Director  

Michael Morales  

mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:michael@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://calendly.com/pastorbrenda
mailto:brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://calendly.com/revjss
mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org


Introducing Michael Morales 
Our New Interim Music Director 

After an extensive search, the Personnel Committee 
selected Michael Morales to serve as our Interim Music 
Director. He will be focusing on selecting our worship 
music and finding or creating audio and video for us to 
use in worship (with appropriate 
permissions). When the choir 
can safely rehearse in-person, 
he will help get it going again. 

Michael is a countertenor and 
conductor with Bachelor’s 
degrees in Drama (UC Irvine) 
and Music (Sonoma State 
University), and a Master’s in 
Conducting from Eastern Illinois 
University. 

He has led ensembles and 
classes throughout the Bay Area, 
including Town Hall Theatre in 
Lafayette, Chanticleer’s LAB 
Skills workshops, and Cantare 
Children’s Choirs of Oakland. 
Most recently, he was named 
Artistic Director for Singers 

Marin. Previously, he served as the Worship and Music 
Assistant at Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 
Music Director for Eden United Church of Christ, and 
Music Teacher at Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Edward 

schools. As a vocal soloist, 
Michael can be heard on the 
Pacific Mozart Ensemble album 
“Dave Brubeck and American 
Poets.” Other notable 
performances include the alto in 
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms at 
Weill Hall, and the Abbey Road 
medley with Sonoma State 
University’s Rock Collegium. He 
also sings as part of UC Irvine’s 
alumni men’s ensemble, Men in 
Blaque. 

Apart from choral and art music, 
Michael is a fervent Beatles 
scholar, an avid Giants fan, and 
enjoys exploring every tap 
house in the Bay Area with his 
wife, Katie. 

3 A Future With Hope 
Fall Pledge Campaign Launches This Month 

Many people have experienced this time of pandemic as a kind of exile, and so this 
year’s pledge campaign turns to the Prophet Jeremiah, who preached about a 
future with hope in the midst of exile, for our inspiration. 

Experiences of separation are at least as old as the ancient stories of the Garden of 
Eden, the Israelites’ exile in Babylon, and the parable of the Prodigal Son. And yet, 
those stories of separation include the seeds of hope, for they all end with some 
sort of return, some sort of reunion. In fact, that hope is central to the Christian 
story: Jesus and his followers were separated by betrayal and death, and then 
reunited by forgiveness and newness of life. Even on our most “normal” days 
(whatever those are), our lives are a rhythm of gathering and dispersing, coming 
together and going apart, calls to worship and benedictions. 

Here’s what to expect. You’ll be receiving three letters, beginning in mid-October 
inviting your reflection. Beginning on October 24, our worship services will focus on our theme, “A Future with 
Hope,” and will include interviews with members of our congregation. Pledge Sunday, the day we dedicate our 
pledges of financial support of the ministries of our church, is November 14 (pledge forms and instructions will be 
included in the third letter mentioned above). 

Amid the uncertainty we are feeling as the pandemic continues, let us build a future with hope. 



Photo by Priscilla Taylor 2020 

How You Can Help Afghan Refugees 

An excellent source of information on how you can assist Afghan refugees is the 
City of Fremont website.  Check www.fremont.gov/ARHelp  for information on 
the city’s efforts, as well as information on other volunteer opportunities – such 
as helping with housing, fostering an Afghan child, and more. 

Partnering With Local Ancestors Of Our Area’s Indigenous Residents 

The Ministry of Social Concerns Team has launched a study of the indigenous people who lived in the areas we now 
live, as well as how we can learn from their ancestors and how we can begin to make amends for the sins of our an-
cestors. In addition, we are learning that they have much to teach us about being good stewards of the land we in-
habit. If you would like to join us in our efforts or get more information, please contact Judy Zlatnik by texting or 
calling 510-509-8165 or emailing jzlatnik@yahoo.com.  

Two Communities – One Purpose 

Did you know? Around five years ago Niles Discovery Church began helping to support the St. James Community 
Orphanage School – a primary school of around 100 children in classes from kindergarten to 5th grade. Most of 
these children would be without formal education if it weren’t for the school and were not able to have lunch. Lo-
cated on the Mfangano Island of Lake Victoria, in Kenya, the community is sustained by a fishery industry. The tribes 
of the island are primarily Suba and Luo, and they have inhabited the island for two hundred years, fishing and do-
ing sustainable agriculture. The school has had ups and downs, especially with the pandemic and economic chal-
lenges. Despite this, the down-sized school resumed classes in July for grades Kindergarten through 4th grade. This 
has been possible due to the generous support of our church community as well as other supporters. The six-month 
cost for the school is $4,200, and the Ministry of Social Concerns hopes to keep the school going. A local Seventh 
Day Adventist church is raising funds in support of the school as well.  

In November Rich Godfrey hopes to give a short presentation of how things are progressing with the school, and 
how we might share our own blessings with these children in Kenya. Two communities – one purpose! 
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Ministry  

Opportunities  
Of The Month  

Roy Lucey-Cose  
recognizes liminal space as he 

engages with the threshold 
moment video.  

Blast From The Past  

Pumpkins from Niles Congregational ‘s 

2010 Fall Festival  

http://www.fremont.gov/ARHelp
mailto:jzlatnik@yahoo.com


Freeing Jesus 
Another Exciting  
All-Church Read 

Daytime Fellowship has 
chosen the book Freeing 
Jesus by Diana Butler Bass 
as our next All-Church 
Read. We are hoping that 
many of you will join us. If 
you need assistance in 
purchasing a book, please 
contact Helen Boyer at 
helenjboyer@yahoo.com.  

In Freeing Jesus: 
Rediscovering Jesus as 
Friend, Teacher, Savior, 
Lord, Way, and 
Presence, Diana Butler 
Bass explores the many 
different images of Jesus we encounter and embrace 
throughout a lifetime. There is discussion regarding the six 
ways of approaching Jesus, six ways that Christians have 
spoken of Jesus, and most importantly, six ways Christians 
have experienced Jesus. Bass uses her own life story to 
explore how over the last 60 years she has related to Jesus 
— from being a young child, to being an aspiring academic, 
and onward to today. This is the same journey many of us 
have taken. 

All of us have had teaching and experiences that have 
shaped our varied understandings of our Christian faith, and 
here at Niles Discovery Church, wherever you are on your 
faith journey, you are welcomed.  Readers are invited to 
explore and integrate the ideas in Bass’s book to help relate 
to Jesus in new ways.  

The exchange of views and ideas in the discussion groups 
will help us to know each other better and expand our faith.  
The discussions will be in November and hopefully will be 
completed before Thanksgiving. 

If you would like to join the reading group, please order 
your copy of Freeing Jesus now and start reading. Contact 
Marilyn Singer at robertsinger993@comcast.net to let her 
know that you would like to join a group. Invitation calls will 
be made soon to help get the word out. Participants will be 
contacted by group facilitators, who will establish discussion 
times that are convenient for all. 

Let’s read and learn together. There is always More Light! 

Announcement 
And  

Newsletter  
Submissions 

Please send announcements and articles as you 
write them to Mikele at 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She will post 
them on our News blog as she receives them and 
will submit them for publication in the following 
issue of The Bell (if appropriate in terms of timing). 
The deadline for submissions for the November 
2021 edition of The Bell is 10:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, October 14. In addition to typical 
newsletter news, we hope to fill each issue of The 
Bell with reflections, photographs, poems, and so 
forth by members and friends of the congregation. 
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https://dianabutlerbass.com/books/freeing-jesus/
https://dianabutlerbass.com/books/freeing-jesus/
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/freeing-jesus-diana-butler-bass?variant=32126618501154
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/freeing-jesus-diana-butler-bass?variant=32126618501154
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/freeing-jesus-diana-butler-bass?variant=32126618501154
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/freeing-jesus-diana-butler-bass?variant=32126618501154
https://www.harpercollins.com/products/freeing-jesus-diana-butler-bass?variant=32126618501154
https://whosoever.org/episode-29-diana-butler-bass/
https://whosoever.org/episode-29-diana-butler-bass/
mailto:robertsinger993@comcast.net
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://nilesdiscoverynews.wordpress.com/
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Second Saturday Documentary Series Presents:  

Let’s Make Money 
Most of us don't know where our money is. However, one thing is for 
certain, it is not in the bank to which we entrusted it. As soon as we 
open an account, we're part of the worldwide finance market – 

whether we want to be or not. 

As part of our Second Saturday Documentary Series, Let’s Make Money will be shown via Zoom 
Saturday, October 9 at 1:30 p.m. There will be a discussion immediately following the film led by 
Justine Burt, the Program Lead for the Future of Work at Manzanita Works, a non-profit in Silicon Valley focused on 
improving the quality of life for workers and their families. Prior to this, she spent 20 years consulting on 
sustainability behavior change for alternative transportation, energy efficiency, and waste prevention programs.  

More than ever before, it has become clear that the markets affect us all. Produced by Erwin Wagenhofer, Let’s 
Make Money follows the trail of our money through the worldwide finance system. Spanning the globe from Burkina 
Faso to Jersey, Let’s Make Money reveals the perverse economic logic which has culminated in a global financial and 
environmental crisis. 

You can register for this screening and other films in the series at bit.ly/SSDSZoom. 

October’s Special Offering:  
Striving For Love 

 “This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have 
loved you.” – John 15:12 

This year, our October special 
offering will be split between three 
organizations supporting racial 
justice initiatives. The offering will 
be received throughout the month 
of October. As with all our special 
offerings, you are welcome to give 
at any time. To do your giving 
online: go to our church webpage 
and click the “donate” button at 
the top of the page.  

One part of the 
offering will go to 
the Disciples of 
Christ's Reconciliation 
Ministry. This ministry is a church 
wide mission fund which supports 
programs and program partners 
that enable full human flourishing 
for everyone in every community. 
The theme for this year is 
“Revealing God’s Justice: The Time 
is Always Ripe to Do What is Right.”  
For more information, please 
visit reconciliationministry.org. 

The second part of 
the offering will go to 
the United Church of 

Christ's Neighbors In Need Offering.   
In 2021, Neighbors in Need’s 
“Unfailing Love” offering is focused 
on supporting organizations and 
projects that are serving homeless 
and immigrant neighbors or 
communities. One-third of NIN 
funds support the Council for 
American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of this offering is used 
by the UCC’s Justice and Witness 
Ministries (JWM) to provide 
funding grants to UCC churches and 
organizations leading justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and 
direct service projects in their 
communities.  If you would like 
more information, please 
see www.ucc.org/nin.   

The final part of the 
offering will go to our 
congregation's 
"Making Amends 
Fund." Recognizing that our church 
is founded from a legacy of 

European colonizers, Niles 
Discovery Church has established a 
“Making Amends Fund,” dedicated 
to the church’s wider work of 
making amends to the Indigenous 
People of the area now called 
“Fremont” and “the Tri-Cities.” We 
don't yet know what this will look 
like. If you would like to be involved 
in research, education, and 
brainstorming of how to best use 
these funds, contact Alta Jo 
Adamson, the chair of our Ministry 
of Social Concerns Team. 

Niles Discovery Church receives a 
special offering each month. With 
so many possibilities for special 
giving, you may need to choose 
which ones are most important to 
you. To see the complete schedule 
of special offerings, please 
visit 2021specialoffering.  

Many thanks to all that participated 
in our September special offering to 
Heifer International. At the time of 
press, we had collected $660.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElfumvqD4vHdNmuhIn7yJVMrn6kWUpYApS
https://reconciliationministry.org/
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/
https://www.ucc.org/nin
http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/ndc.php?page=NDC/Special_Offering_schedule
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Daytime Fellowship Group 

The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month (which is October 17, this 
month), Bring your lunch to this monthly Zoom gathering. We share the same meeting link as the 
Monday Morning Bible Study, so join by registering for the Bible Study (bit.ly/mmbsreg). 

Weekly Bible Study 

Monday Morning Bible study continues to Zoom from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00p.m. The scripture 
studied is typically the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service. Everyone is welcome. 
Register at bit.ly/mmbsreg. 

Zoom With The Kids – Off Again, On Again 

Zoom with the Kids, the Wednesday afternoon Zoom gathering for children in the church with 
Pastor Jeff, will take two weeks off while Pastor Jeff is on study leave and vacation. So, Zoom with 
the Kids will take a break during the first two Wednesdays of the month (October 6 and 13), but 

be back in action for the end (October 20 and 27). 

If your children would like to participate in Zoom with the Kids, and if they weren’t registered for the gathering 
before, they need to register at bit.ly/zwtk. We try to send a reminder with the meeting link to everyone who’s 
registered on the day before any gatherings. 

Registration Now Required 

To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we are now requiring advanced registration for 
Zoom meetings held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a repeating 
event. Find the registration links in the descriptions of the scheduled events. 

Lap Robe Tying Group 

The Lap Robe Tying group is meeting from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month on the church patio while inside use is shut down. Bring your own lunch to eat whilst in the 
enjoyable company of others. 

How To Spot A Malicious Email 
We do the best we can to keep our email system as secure as possible. 
Nonetheless, spoofing (when someone makes an email look like it came from 
someone at church) and hacking (when someone actually gets into an email 
account) are possible. Here are somethings to keep in mind about legitimate 
emails from your church staff. 

 It will always have a subject that means something to you 

 It will always have information in the body of the email describing purpose, not just a “Hey, check 
this out.” 

 It will always be from an @nilesdiscoverychurch.org email address. 

 It will always have the name and other info about the person sending message. 

 It will never ask you for money for a church staff member. 

When in doubt, don’t click on a link in an email and don’t open any attachments. You can always send an email (not 
a reply, but a new email) to the person who (supposedly) sent the email, asking if it’s legit. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJQlc-GoqT0oAUbOBHUWuIIYvERME76A5A
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJQlc-GoqT0oAUbOBHUWuIIYvERME76A5A
https://bit.ly/zwtk


All Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Through Non-Violent Methods Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list:   
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

Coreen and George, friends of Joy Barnitz, as they 
grieve the death of friends and colleagues who died in 
the mass shooting at the Valley Transportation Authority 
(where George is a manager) on May 26; 

Audrey Cutler and her family as they grieve the death of 
her husband, Bill Cutler, on May 5; 

Melissa Palleschi and her family as they grieve the 
death of her brother, Gene Hayden, on May 4; 

Randy Fewel’s family as they grieve the sudden death of 
her former husband on March 29. 

Bee Newell and her family as they grieve the death of her 
sister on September 2; 

the family of Marjorie Fremont who died on July 29; 

John Zlatnik and his family as they grieve the death of John’s 
sister, Helen Metropoulos on July 13; 

Roberta Boyd and her family as they grieve the death of 
Roberta’s sister, Judy on June 25; 

the family of Dorletta Larsen, who died on June 24; 

Cindy Sojourner and her family as they grieve the death of 
Cindy’s brother-in-law Frank on June 16; 

Prayers For All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

Prayers For These People And Their Families  
Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bee Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland; 
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s co-
worker Will; 
Sharon Yool’s daughter; 
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary 
Thomson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie 
Thompson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend undergoing cancer 
treatment; 
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 
Katy Wharton’s mother; 
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison; 
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor 
Garnica; 
Suzy Mahusay’s sister, Jo Carroll. 

Diane Harvey’s sister, Linda; 
Judy Smith’s friend, Diane Sanchez; 
Pastor Jeff’s step-mother, Pat Hadley; 
the sister of Pastor Brenda’s friend 
Alliene Turner; 
Priscilla Taylor’s father-in-law and 
mother-in-law, Steve and Angie Taylor; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Kathy Cavalli; 
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 
Joy Barnitz’s dear friend Rev. Jeffrey 
Cheifetz; 
Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, Marjorie 
Boyer; 
Barbara P. King’s son, Jason King; 
Cindy Sojourner's friend Saemi’s 
brother Don Ladue; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Lana Artemoff; 
Associate Conference Minister Rev. 
Davena Jones; 
Sandra Wong’s friend, Nichelle; 
the sister of a CleanStart client; 
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Polly Baxter; 
Joy Barnitz's friend Rachel; 
Joy Barnitz's friend Alison; 
Susie Claxton’s sister, Caroline; 
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince; 

Marian Wolfe; 
Cindy Corey; 
Bruce Roeding; 
Grace Rankin; 
Ginny August; 
Martha LeRoy; 
Barbara P. King; 
Jan Quilici; 
Judy Zlatnik; 
John Zlatnik; 
Helen Boyer; 
JoAn Parker; 
Charlie Smith; 
Becky Moreno; 
Isabel Moreno; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Diana Roeding; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Penn Boyer; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Diane Kindle; 
Steve Rosellini; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
Ron Adamson’s sister Joanne Orput; 
Pastor Brenda’s dear friend Claudia; 
Jesse Church’s father, Jim Church; 
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Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

36600 Niles Blvd., 

Fremont 94536  

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Niles Discovery  

Church  

The Bell Is First Class 

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it 
first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you 
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to bit.ly/
NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select what email 
lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer requests, the 
weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a phone message 
or email the church office (510-797-0895; admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) 
so we can note in our database that you don’t need The Bell via the US 
Mail anymore.  

http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

