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July 4  
Regional Minister  

the Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum  
preaching 

July 11 
“Where We Find Ourselves”  

Matthew 14:22-33 

July 18  
“The Gift of Uncertainty”  

John 5:1-9 

July 25  
“The Gift of Emptiness”  

Luke 17:33 

August 1 
“The Gift of  

Being Thunderstruck”  
Job 37:2-5  

August 8 
“The Gift of Getting Lost”  

Psalm 42  

August 15 
“The Gift of Temptation”  

Luke 4:1-13  

August 22 
“The Gift of Disappearing”  

Luke 1:5-24, 57-66  

August 29 
“The Gift of Misfits”  

Matthew 4:12-14, 17  

To worship with us on Zoom, 
register at bit.ly/reg4worship.  

36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536   
(510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 
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In-Person Worship Option  
Begins July 11 

It’s official: Niles Discovery Church will be adding an in-
person option to worship services this month. With the 
church community reaching a 94% vaccination rate 
(among those responding to the survey in May), the 
Cabinet affirmed adding an in-person worship option in 
the third quarter. 

During the month of July, there will be two in-person 
services, on July 11 and July 25, and then beginning on 
August 8, the in-person option will be available every 
Sunday, with the exception of Flea Market Sunday on 
August 29 (when worship will be Zoom-only—see 
article on page 5). This is all in accordance with the 
three-month plan that the Cabinet adopted at its May 
meeting and reaffirmed (with some minor updates) in 
June. The plan can be accessed at this link: 
bit.ly/AddInPerson2106. 

Cabinet is asking that all people who attend worship in 
person or use the church building for other meetings or 
events agree to the church’s COVID-19 covenant (also 
slightly modified at the June Cabinet meeting), available 
at bit.ly/COVIDcovenant2106. 

Although the state of California and Alameda County 
have removed restrictions on indoor public gatherings, 
the Church’s leaders feel that it’s important to keep the 
most vulnerable people—those with immune 
challenges and those who are unvaccinated—as safe as 
possible, so caution will be used as the church gathers. 
This means that people who choose to worship in 
person will be encouraged to wear masks and to 
maintain at least three feet of physical distance 
between people of different households.  

In order to maintain this distance, the sanctuary can 
only accommodate seating for about 75 people, so 
people need to register for in-person worship in 
advance (watch the weekly emails for how and when to 
sign up). As people enter the building for in-person 
worship, they’ll be asked if they signed up, and then 

attendees’ names will be confirmed. This is so there’s a 
record of attendance in case contract tracing is needed, 
and there is an advance headcount to make sure that 
there are enough seats and enough communion 
elements. After checking in, in-person worshippers 
should then pick up a pre-prepared communion “kit,” 
and head into the sanctuary to find a seat. Friendly 
worship assistants will be present to help folks through 
the process. Your patience and good humor are 
requested as the church begins this new way of 
worshipping God together. 

The Ministry of Christian Education Team will not be 
holding Sunday School classes for school-age children 
during the summer; children are welcome to remain in 
worship with their families. There will be nursery care 
for little ones, though, and all the nursery volunteers 
have been vaccinated. 

“Pastor Brenda and I are excited about adding an in-
person option, and we’re looking forward to seeing 
some of our church family in person,” said Pastor Jeff. 
“And it’s important for everyone to realize that we’re 
not going back to the way things were. Instead, we’re 
moving forward into a whole new era.” Worship 
services will now be hybrid, with some folks continuing 
to worship online via Zoom, and some folks worshiping 
in person.  

This means there will be some changes to the liturgy. 
One of those changes is that the in-person worshippers 
will not be singing together, at least for now. “You all 
know I love to sing,” said Pastor Brenda. “And it makes 
me so sad that we won’t be lifting our voices in song 
together. But the science says that singing is still 
dangerous, especially for those who aren’t vaccinated, 
so I think it’s best to wait until we can be safer.”  

If you have any questions or concerns about in-person 
worship, feel free to contact Pastor Jeff, Pastor Brenda, 
or Moderator John Smith. 

https://nilesdiscoverynews.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/210621-in-person-worship-and-using-the-building-plan.pdf
https://nilesdiscoverynews.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/210621-covid-covenant.pdf


Thursday Night Drop-In (the 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. drop-in gathering on Zoom) will continue until the choir starts 
rehearsing again. Typically, one of the pastors is at the Thursday Night Drop-In. There’s no agenda. Just hang out, 
chat, relax, and build community. Come when you can; leave when you need to. Register to get your personal 
Zoom link at bit.ly/TNdropin.  

Until The Choir Sings … 
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We are still observing shelter in place orders; therefore, please do not 
come into the office. You can call the office 510-797-0895 to leave a 
message for any staff member.  

Mikele Kearney’s email is  
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 
Cecilia Le’s email is  

cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

You are encouraged to use the pastors’ Calendly apps to make an 
appointment for a phone call or a Zoom meeting if you would like; their 
contact information is below. 

Contacting The Staff 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff  
Spencer 

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Brenda  

Loreman 

Admin 
Mikele  
Kearny 

Bookkeeper 
Cecilia  

Le 

Accompanist and 
Organist 
Jenny Lin  

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
 510-828-4107 

 calendly.com/pastorbrenda 
 brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 
Pastor Brenda will be on vacation 

July 12—August 3 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
 510-579-8851 

 calendly.com/revjss 
 jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org  

Watch The Niles Discovery Church  
Just Peace Video 

Responding to a request from the Just Peace Steering Committee of the UCC for a (very) short video for the upcom-
ing virtual workshop “Lift Every Voice: UCC Churches Lift their Voices to Proclaim, “Know Justice, Know Peace,”’ Pas-
tor Jeff, Joy Barnitz and Jim Thomas put together a video celebrating Niles Discovery Church as a Just Peace Church. 
You can watch the video on our YouTube channel at: youtu.be/27Xl72fh40o .  

Niles Discovery Church became a UCC Just Peace Church in September 2019. Key elements of the Just Peace Desig-
nation are: 

 Peace in the community 
So that all may live free from fear. 

 Peace with the Earth  
So that life is sustained. 

 Peace in the marketplace  
So that all may live with dignity. 

 Peace among the nations  
So that human lives are protected. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/uJAsfuispjIrs8RS30WaltnCAji1qtBLhw
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://calendly.com/pastorbrenda
mailto:brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://calendly.com/revjss
mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27Xl72fh40o


Photo by Priscilla Taylor 2020 
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Zoom with the Kids, the Wednesday afternoon Zoom gathering for children in the 
church with Pastor Jeff (and sometimes Pastor Brenda) will continue through July, 
and then it will take a break for the month of August. If your children would like 
to participate, they need to register (if they haven’t already) at bit.ly/zwtk.  

Zoom With The Kids  
Continues In July 

Join Disciples from across the US and Canada for this one-day, 
live event on August 7. Featuring Bible study, workshops, and 
worship as we celebrate that nothing can separate us from the 
love of God. Register now at disciplesconnect2021.vfairs.com.  

Disciples Hold  
Virtual  

North American 
Gathering Register Here 

Our Youth Need You 

The Ministry of Christian Education Team is looking for 
volunteers to join the crew. The education of our youth 
is our primary focus; however, we also endeavor to cre-
ate opportunities for our youth to participate in activi-
ties – both for fellowship and volunteer events in our 
community. Currently, we only have three members to 
carry out this mission. 

Do you have a youth at home who participates in the 
Christian Education program here at Niles Discovery 
Church? Do you have ideas to help develop programs 
and activities for our youth? Are you interested in con-
tributing to our Christian Education Ministry? Join the 
MCE Team and you will be able to directly influence the 
decisions that impact Sunday School and our youth’s 
wider church participation. 

Commitment to the team 
involves one evening 
meeting per month (on 
the first Monday), for ap-
proximately one hour 
(currently via Zoom). Ad-
ditional time is what 
you’re willing to give to participate in planned activities. 
These usually occur during or directly after Worship. 

Please consider joining the Ministry of Christian Educa-
tion Team. We would love to have and desperately 
need everyone – having youth at home is NOT a re-
quirement for membership. Contact Beth Armstrong or 
MCE for questions and/or additional information. 

Flea Market Update 
Word on the street in Niles is that there will be a Niles Antique Faire and Flea 
Market this August. However, after some thoughtful discussion at Cabinet in 
June, the consensus was that we didn’t feel that we have the bandwidth or 
person-power to host our traditional big sale in the Fellowship Hall this year. 
We will not be selling off our treasures, but we will be offering parking spaces 
to Flea Market shoppers as a fundraiser. Since we’ll be using the parking lot, 

and since traffic and parking in town are difficult on Flea Market day, we will be 
having a Zoom-only worship service on Sunday, August 29. Stay tuned for 

information about volunteering to help with parking lot management next month. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5Yud-Gvrj4tYLgjwzgRTABWO1YqTpvYRw
https://disciplesconnect2021.vfairs.com/
https://disciplesconnect2021.vfairs.com/
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New Worship Series Begins July 11 

“In a dark time, the eye begins to see,” wrote American 
poet Theodore Roethke. This paradox—that often in 
our times of greatest turmoil or 
confusion, we can begin to see 
more clearly—is at the heart of 
our new worship series kicking 
off on July 11, just in time for 
summer, and just as we begin to 
offer an in-person option for 
worship. The series, “Gifts of the 
Dark Wood,” is taken from a 
book title by The Rev. Eric Elnes, 
a United Church of Christ pastor 
in Portland, Oregon. 

The series will acknowledge that 
sometimes, periods of great 
bewilderment can reveal great insight; sometimes, by 
getting lost, we may actually find our way. As Elnes says 
in his book, “Experiences of failure, emptiness, and 
uncertainty are as critical for finding our way through 
life as they are unavoidable. These experiences 
frequently offer clues, in fact, to what the ancients 
would name our ‘calling’ or ‘path in life.’ A number of 
these clues come through experiences of spiritual 
awakening that present themselves not in the absence 
of struggle, but deep in the heart of it.”1 

“As we begin to emerge from this time of sheltering in 
place,” said Pastor Jeff, “we may be feeling as though 
we are emerging from a dark forest into a clearing full 

of sunlight. At this time of great relief and joy, it’s 
important to contemplate the gifts we have received 

during our time of uncertainty, 
emptiness, and feeling lost.” It will be 
important not to reject what we have 
learned, but to incorporate these gifts of 
the “Dark Wood” into our lives so that 
we may more clearly hear and 
understand what new callings God may 
have in store for us. 

“I’m really looking forward to this 
series!” Pastor Brenda shared. “I think 
it’s because the metaphor of the Dark 
Wood is so compelling to me. Being in 
the forest is both scary and exciting, and 
the times I feel closest to God are when 

I’m in the wilderness.” If you have any compelling 
forest or woods photos that you’re willing to share as 
part of the series, email them to Pastor Brenda for 
possible inclusion in the series imagery. 

The series will conclude on August 29, with our Zoom-
only worship on Flea Market Sunday. Please join us on 
this journey through the Dark Wood. We hope you’ll 
discover important spiritual gifts along the path.  

  1 Eric Elnes, Gifts of the Dark Wood: Seven 
Blessings for Soulful Skeptics and Other Wanderers 
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2015), 2.  

Announcement 
And  

Newsletter  
Submissions 

Please send announcements and articles as you write 
them to admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. Mikele will 
post them on our News blog as she receives them and 
will submit them for publication in the following issue 
of The Bell (if appropriate in terms of timing). The 
deadline for submissions for the August 2021 edition 
of The Bell is 10:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 14. In 
addition to typical newsletter news, we hope to fill 
each issue of The Bell with reflections, photographs, 
poems, and so forth by members and friends of the 
congregation. 

Been broken before. 
But bit-by-bit blessed back to wholeness. 

Bite-by-bite; broken again. 
But brick-by-brick built back to wholeness. 

Blast-by-blast, smashed and broken again. 
But beautifully brought back to 

wholeness! 

Barren, busted and bewildered. 
But no burial for me! 
Breath-by-breath loved back to  

wholeness! 

Broken Before 
©Veronica Riggs May 5, 2021 



6 July’s Special Offering: 
Do All The Good You Can 

Second Saturday Documentary Presents:  

Racially Charged: America ’s 
Misdemeanor Problem  

Inspired by Alexandra Natapoff’s book, Punishment 
Without Crime, July’s documentary Racially Charged: 
America’s Misdemeanor Problem offers a new 
interpretation of bias and injustice in America. By 
examining the typical American offense – the lowly 
misdemeanor – the film brings to light the unfolding of 
a powerful engine of profits 
and racial inequality. 

As part of our Second Saturday 
Documentary Series, Racially 
Charged: America’s Misdemeanor 
Problem will be shown via Zoom 
Saturday, July 10 at 1:30 p.m. There 
will be a discussion immediately 
following the film. You can register 
for this screening and other films in 
the series at bit.ly/SSDSZoom. 

The story is told through historical, 
first-person accounts of those 
charged under the Black Codes of 
the Reconstruction era paralleled 
with the outrageous stories of 
people trapped in the system today. 
With the emergence of the Black 
Lives Matter movement, this film 

provides historical context and examines America’s 
history of racist oppression.  

Extensive research reveals the inner workings of a petty 
offense system that produces millions of cases each 
year. People are arrested for minor crimes and are 
swept through the courts. Defendants often lack 

lawyers, judges process cases in mere 
minutes, and nearly everyone pleads 
guilty. As a result, vast numbers of 
Americans are stigmatized as criminals, 
impoverished through fines and fees, 
and stripped of drivers’ licenses, jobs, 
and housing. 

Thirteen million people – most from 
poor and/or minority communities – 
are charged with misdemeanors 
annually. They comprise 80% of the 
nation’s criminal cases. 

This enlightening film examines the 
injustices surrounding America’s 
misdemeanor problem and exposes 
how our country’s history of racial 
injustice has evolved into an abuse of 
power within the criminal justice 
system.  

“Let each of you look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  ~ Philippians 2:4 

Our July Special Offering will go to replenish the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund. This 
money is used by our Pastors to help families in emergencies. During the past year, 
our Pastors have been able to help church families keep rent paid, phones connect-
ed, prescriptions filled, and lights on thanks to your generosity. In the past they 
have even helped pay for a cremation. 

As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to give at any time (always make 
checks payable to Niles Discovery Church) or go online to our church webpage and click the “donate” button at the 
top of the page. Niles Discovery Church receives a different special offering each month. With such varied opportu-
nities for giving, you may want to decide which are most important to you. You can see the schedule of offerings at 
bit.ly/2021SpecialOffering. 

The total giving for Pentecost/Strengthen the Church for the month of June, at the time of press, was $720.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZElfumvqD4vHdNmuhIn7yJVMrn6kWUpYApS
http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/ndc.php?page=NDC/Special_Offering_schedule


7 

Weekly Bible Study 

Monday Morning Bible study continues to Zoom from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30p.m. The scripture 
studied is typically the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service. Everyone is welcome. 
Register at bit.ly/mmbsreg. 

Daytime Fellowship Group 

The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month (which is July 19, this month) 
following the Bible Study. Bring your lunch to this monthly Zoom gathering. We share the same 
meeting link as the Monday Morning Bible Study, so join by registering at (bit.ly/mmbsreg). 

Registration Required 

To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we are now requiring advanced registration for 
Zoom meetings held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a repeating 
event. Find the registration links in the descriptions of the scheduled events. 

Fellowship News 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJQlc-GoqT0oAUbOBHUWuIIYvERME76A5A
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJQlc-GoqT0oAUbOBHUWuIIYvERME76A5A


All Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Through Non-Violent Methods Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list:   
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

The family of Judi Eaton who died on February 3; 

Doug Swint and his family as they grieve the death of 
Doug’s mother, Geraldine Swint, on February 1; 

Judy Hollowell and her family as they grieve the death 
of John Hollowell on January 18; 

Alliene Turner (a friend of Pastor Brenda) and her family 
as they grieve the death of her nephew in January; 

Girven Hunter and her family as they grieve the death 
of her husband Dean Hunter on December 26; 

Cindy Sojourner and her family as they grieve the death of 
Cindy’s brother-in-law Frank on June 16; 

Coreen and George, friends of Joy Barnitz, as they grieve the 
death of friends and colleagues who died in the mass 
shooting at the Valley Transportation Authority (where 
George is a manager) on May 26; 

Audrey Cutler and her family as they grieve the death of her 
husband, Bill Cutler, on May 5; 

Melissa Palleschi and her family as they grieve the death of 
her brother, Gene Hayden, on May 4; 

Randy Fewel’s family as they grieve the sudden death of her 
former husband on March 29; 

Prayers For All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

Prayers For These People And Their Families  
Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Sharon Yool’s daughter; 
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary 
Thomson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie 
Thompson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend undergoing cancer 
treatment; 
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 
Katy Wharton’s mother; 
Janet Butcher; 
William “Butch” Butcher; 
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison; 
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor 
Garnica; 
Suzy Mahusay’s sister, Jo Carroll. 

Diane Harvey’s sister, Linda; 
the sister of Pastor Brenda’s friend 
Alliene Turner; 
Priscilla Taylor’s father-in-law and 
mother-in-law, Steve and Angie Taylor; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Kathy Cavalli; 
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 
Joy Barnitz’s dear friend Rev. Jeffrey 
Cheifetz; 
Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, Marjorie 
Boyer; 
Barbara P. King’s son, Jason King; 
Cindy Sojourner's friend Saemi’s 
brother Don Ladue; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Lana Artemoff; 
Associate Conference Minister Rev. 
Davena Jones; 
Sandra Wong’s friend, Nichelle; 
the sister of a CleanStart client; 
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Polly Baxter; 
Joy Barnitz's friend Rachel; 
Joy Barnitz's friend Alison; 
Susie Claxton’s sister, Caroline; 
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince; 
Bee Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland; 
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s co-
worker Will; 

Bonnie Rankin; 
Grace Rankin; 
Marian Wolfe; 
Cindy Corey; 
Bruce Roeding; 
Ginny August; 
Roy Aiden Lucey-Cose; 
Audrey Cutler; 
Martha LeRoy; 
Barbara P. King; 
Jan Quilici; 
Judy Zlatnik; 
John Zlatnik; 
Helen Boyer; 
JoAn Parker; 
Charlie Smith; 
Becky Moreno; 
Isabel Moreno; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Diana Roeding; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Penn Boyer; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
Roberta Boyd’s sister, Judy; 
Jesse Church’s father, Jim Church; 
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Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

36600 Niles Blvd., 

Fremont 94536  

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Niles Discovery  

Church 

The Bell Is First Class 

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you 
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to bit.ly/
NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select what email 
lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer requests, the 
weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a phone message or 
email the church office (510-797-0895; admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so 
we can note in our database that you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail 
anymore.  

http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

