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June 6 
“Who Are My Siblings?”  

Mark 3:20-35 
Guest Preacher,  

the Rev. Dr.  
Diane Weible 

June 13  
“Seed Power”  
Mark 4:26-34 

June 20 
“An Acceptable Time”  
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

June 27  
“Out of the Depths”  

Psalm 130 

Register for our Sunday 
morning worship services 
(and Holy Week services) 

at bit.ly/reg4worship.  

http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
https://bit.ly/reg4worship
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Because of the shelter in place orders, please do not come into the 
office. You can call the office 510-797-0895 to leave a message for any 
staff member.  

Mikele Kearney’s email is  
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 
she will be on vacation April 5-9.  

Cecilia Le’s email is  
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

You are encouraged to use the pastors’ Calendly apps to make an 
appointment for a phone call or a Zoom meeting if you would like; 
their contact information is below. 

Pastor Brenda will return from Study Leave on June 6. Pastor Jeff will 
be on vacation June 15 through June 21. 

Contacting The Staff 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jeff  
Spencer 

Associate Pastor 

Rev. Brenda  
Loreman 

Admin 

Mikele  
Kearny 

Bookkeeper 

Cecilia  
Le 

Accompanist and 

Organist 
Jenny Lin  

Zoom With The Kids  
Cancelled On June 16  

Zoom with the Kids will not be held on Wednesday, June 16, while Pastor Jeff is on vacation.  

For a second time, Niles Discovery Church held its Annual Meeting on Zoom, 
meeting immediately after worship on May 2. There wasn’t much business 

to cover. The minutes of the previous year’s Annual Meeting and the intervening Annual Budget Meeting were 
approved, and the slate of nominees was approved. In addition to the nominees published in the Annual Report, Jim 
Vermazen was nominated and elected to the position of auditor and Riki Twist was elected to the Nominating 
Committee. 

Ran Smoothly And Simply  

Zoom Tip Of The Month 

Zoom releases an update to their app just about every week, providing more features and 
security. Please update the Zoom app on your computer regularly. You can learn how to do 
this in this one-minute video. (It really is so easy it can be covered in one minute.) Also, if you 
use Zoom on your phone or a tablet, remember to keep it updated there, too. Use the 
standard app update process for your phone/tablet. 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
 510-828-4107 

 calendly.com/pastorbrenda 
 brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
 510-579-8851 

 calendly.com/revjss 
 jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org  

mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7zERcVLUBM
https://calendly.com/pastorbrenda
mailto:brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://calendly.com/revjss
mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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City Releases Housing Navigation Center  
6-Month Report 

Cabinet Sets Plan For Adding an 
In-Person Worship Option 

At their meeting on Monday, May 17, the Cabinet 
established a plan for adding an in-person option for 
our worship services and starting to allow groups to 
meet in the church building.  

The first step will be a survey of the congregation. The 
Cabinet decided that we need to have achieved a 
vaccination rate of at least 80% of those who plan to be 
utilizing the in-person option. To that end, the Cabinet 
will be initiating (and by the time you read this may 
have already initiated) a survey of the congregation. If 
you get an email for the survey, please respond right 
away. 

The Cabinet also adopted a COVID-19 Covenant that is 
available online at bit.ly/covidcovenant. Among other 
things, the Covenant calls for everyone to remain 
masked and socially distanced when in the building. 
“Even at 80% vaccine rate means that 20% are 
unvaccinated,” Pastor Brenda said following the 
meeting. “If we, together, are the body of Christ, then 
the body of Christ is as vulnerable as the most 
vulnerable among us. For the sake of the most 

vulnerable and for the sake of the body of Christ, we’re 
going to maintain mask use by everyone when there’s 
more than one person in the same room.” 

Once the Cabinet has established the 80% vaccine rate 
threshold, a three-month plan will unfold. You can read 
the three-month plan online at bit.ly/AddInPersonOpt. 
In the first month, an in-person option for worship will 
be added for two of the Sundays. In month two, the in-
person option will be available every Sunday and small 
church groups can begin using the church building. In 
month three, larger groups, including Partner 
Organizations can begin using the building. During 
these three months and beyond, attendance will be 
capped based on social distancing requirements in the 
plan. 

Moderator John Smith noted, “This plan isn’t written in 
stone. It will be flexible enough for us to learn and 
change as we go even as it gives us guidelines to help 
keep everyone using the building as safe as possible.” 

Released just days after our May edition of The Bell went to press, the City of Fremont released a report on the im-
pact the Housing Navigation Center (HNC) has had. During its first six months of operations, none of its participants 
have returned to homelessness. 

While operating under reduced capacity because of COVID-19, the HNC served 44 individuals in its first six months 
(21 of whom have transitioned into permanent housing while the rest actively participate in the program). Of the 21 
participants who have moved to other housing, eight have been reunited with family and 13 moved into independ-
ent or shared housing agreements. 

Operated by Bay Area Community Services (BACS) and the City of Fremont, the HNC opened its doors on September 
28, 2020 to 25 residents who stayed on average for four months. There have been no significant complaints, serious 
calls for police service, or visible blight because of the HNC to date.  

In addition, BACS has developed new connections with 19 local landlords (12 of whom are in Fremont). The HNC has 
received monetary donations from the community totaling $40,346 and many in-kind donations. 

With vaccinations becoming more prevalent in the community and the number of COVID-19 cases decreases, staff 
are hopeful that HNC occupancy will increase, possibly to full capacity of 45 residents, within the next six months.  

The full 6-page report can be found at fremont.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47974/HNC-6-Month-Report-Final.  

http://bit.ly/covidcovenant
http://bit.ly/AddInPersonOpt
https://fremont.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47974/HNC-6-Month-Report-Final
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As more and more people in our community, our state, and the whole country 
receive their vaccines, and as more businesses and activities reopen, we each are 
faced with the personal task of managing our own fears about the COVID-19 virus 
and analyzing the risks we take in venturing out into public. In a recent New York 
Times column, journalist David Leonhardt offered a valuable perspective on our relationship with risk.  

In the article, Leonhardt relates a fable that the federal judge and Harvard law professor Guido Calabresi uses to 
teach his students about risk. He asks them to imagine a wonderful invention that would improve everyone’s life in 
nearly every way, help people save time, help people access jobs, places, and experiences they otherwise wouldn’t 
be able to, and help people maintain family connections and friendships. But the invention would come at the cost 
of 1,000 lives every year. Would they accept the cost for the invention, or refuse it?  

Most of the students in Calabresi’s class say the cost of the invention is too high. Then Calabresi asks them, “What’s 
the difference between this invention and the automobile?” As we know, the automobile (which helps us save time, 
access jobs, places, and experiences, and maintain connections) kills well over 1,000 people every year; in fact, the 
death toll is around 40,000 per year. And yet we accept the human cost of the car because we just can’t imagine our 
world without all its benefits. 

Leonhardt goes on to say that one of the reasons the students refuse to accept the risk for the invention is that it’s 
new. We tend to have different feelings about risk based on whether the risk is a new one or a familiar one. We 
remain fearful about the risk of COVID-19, even though we’re vaccinated, because it’s a new risk. However, just as 
we accept the risks inherent in using the automobile, we also must learn to manage the risks inherent in living our 
lives in the presence of COVID-19. Even though the risk of contracting COVID-19 after full vaccination is very low, it’s 
not zero, and it will not be zero anytime soon. “Victory over COVID-19,” Leonhardt muses, “will not involve its 
elimination. Victory will instead mean turning it into the sort of danger that plane crashes or shark attacks present—
too small to be worth reordering our lives.”1 

Even Dr. Ashish Jha, global expert on pandemics and Dean of the Brown University School of Public Health, admits 
that he has been hesitant to return to normal activity since being vaccinated. He found it psychologically hard to 
decide to meet for a drink—unmasked—with another vaccinated friend. “There are going to be some challenges to 
re-acclimating and re-entering,” Dr. Jha admits. “But we’ve got to do it.” In the end, Dr. Jha did meet with his friend, 
and reported that it felt “awesome.”2 

As we continue to navigate our lives in this pandemic, we, too will face the psychological difficulties of assessing and 
learning to live with the risks. But with time—and vaccinations—those risks will become smaller and smaller, and the 
joys of reconnecting with family and friends will be worth it.  

1 David Leonhardt, “Irrational Covid Fears,” The New York Times Morning Newsletter, April 19, 2021, https://
www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/briefing/european-soccer-league-mars-helicopter-navalny.html 
2 Ibid. 

To Risk, or Not to Risk? 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/briefing/european-soccer-league-mars-helicopter-navalny.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/briefing/european-soccer-league-mars-helicopter-navalny.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/19/briefing/european-soccer-league-mars-helicopter-navalny.html
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Congregation Welcomes  
New Members 

On Sunday, May 2, during 
the worship service and 
right before the Annual 
Meeting, the congregations 
received and welcomed 
three new members:  Gem 

McMeen, and Julie Ballard. During the worship service 
on Sunday, May 16, Bill Chestnut was received as a 
member. 

Gem Buenaflor McMeen 
lives in Fremont with her 
husband, Bert, and their 
two sons, Collin, 13, and 
Albert, 9. She enjoys 
gardening, cooking, hiking, 
yoga, and spending time with family and friends. The 
pandemic brought a new hobby: making colorful 
cupcakes, which her kids really enjoy. She says, “Now 
I’m always looking for an excuse to make cupcakes.” In 
addition to exploring local hiking trails, Gem enjoys the 
endless choices of movies and TV shows on Netflix, 
Disney+, and YouTube TV. Gem grew up in a big family 
where holidays and birthdays were huge gatherings, so 
she’s looking forward to the time when we all can have 
gatherings that have no limit to how many people to 
invite. 

Julie Ballard loves to 
volunteer. She’s 
volunteered at the 
Centerville Free Dining 
Room, with the City of 
Fremont as a Senior Peer 

Counselor, and with the Silicon Valley Humane Society. 
When she retired in 2016, her goal was to find ways to 
help other in some capacity, and she’s fulfilled that goal 
with all her volunteering. She also loves nature and 
feels fortunate to have access to the East Bay Park 
District parks for hiking, wildflower observing, and 
wildlife observation. You may recall that she was 

recently baptized in preparation for becoming a 
member of Niles Discovery Church, and she feels very 
fortunate to be part of this community of faith. 

Peter Wilson is a mental 
health advocate as well as 
being a consumer (he lives 
with a schizoaffective 
disorder). Peter lives in 
Union City, not far from 
his parents (who are members of First Congregational 
Church of Palo Alto). Peter moved to the Bay Area in 
2015 with his parents, invited here by his sister. Peter 
went to Roman Catholic private schools in his childhood 
and finds that this experience has influenced his 
spirituality. To better understand himself and his 
mental disorder, he has pursued his education, earning 
a Masters in Psychology. He is putting this education to 
work with Abode Services as a mental health peer 
advocate with the IHOT (In-Home Outreach Team), 
working in the Hayward area. We know that the link 
between homelessness and mental health issue is 
firmly established, so he’s grateful to have this position 
with an agency that puts housing first. 

Bill Chestnut was born in 
Boston and grew up in 
upstate New York. His 
academic work led him to 
focus on biochemistry and 
he worked in that field 

professionally in North Carolina for 25 years. In 2003, 
he relocated to Fremont, first for work, and then for 
retirement. He has been looking for a church home 
since his move to Fremont and has finally found it at 
Niles Discovery Church. Bill is a Rotarian. He enjoys 
singing and playing bass, hiking, and helping with  the 
environment in his retirement. 

Gem, Julie, Peter, and Bill, welcome to Niles Discovery 
Church! 

Announcement And Newsletter Submissions 

Please send announcements and articles as you write them to Mikele at admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She will 
post them on our news blog as she receives them and will submit them for publication in the following issue of The 
Bell (if appropriate in terms of timing). The deadline for submissions for the July 2021 edition of The Bell is 10:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, June 9. In addition to typical newsletter news, we hope to fill each issue of The Bell with 
reflections, photographs, poems, and so forth by members and friends of the congregation. 

mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://nilesdiscoverynews.wordpress.com/
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Second Saturday Documentary Presents:  

Devil We Know  
The Chemistry of a Cover-Up 

Tucked in the rolling hills of West Virginia, the town of Parkersburg is described by those who live there as an idyllic 
place to raise a family. It is also home to a sprawling DuPont chemical plant that manufactures Teflon. When Wilbur 
Tennant noticed the cows on his family farm were mysteriously dying, he suspected it might be tied to the adjacent 
“non-hazardous” landfill operated by DuPont. When he filmed what was happening on the farm and contacted a 
lawyer, the toxic legacy of C8 – DuPont’s Teflon chemical – was discovered.  Then one autumn day in 2000, local 
schoolteacher Joe Kiger opened his mail and found a letter in his water bill informing him that C8 was in his drinking 
water, but safe for consumption. Most people would throw the letter away – and most did – but Joe Kiger is different. 
The trail of deception he and his wife Darlene uncovered made the sleepy town of Parkersburg the epicenter of one of 
the largest class action lawsuits in the history of environmental law.  

As part of our Second Saturday Documentary Series, Devil We Know will 
be shown via Zoom Saturday, June 12, 1:30 p.m. There will be a 
discussion immediately following the film led by Rich Godfrey a surgeon, 
beekeeper, and active member of the Niles Discovery Church Green 
Team. You can register for the film series at bit.ly/SSDSZoom. 

Devil We Know is the story of how one synthetic chemical, used to make 
Teflon products, contaminated a West Virginia community. Unraveling 
one of the biggest environmental scandals of our time, a group of 
citizens in West Virginia take on a powerful corporation after they discover it has knowingly been dumping a toxic 
chemical - now found in the blood of 99.7% of Americans - into the drinking water supply. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. – Galatians 3:28 

Our June Special 
Offering is for 
the evangelism 
and church re-
newal ministries 
of our two denominations. The offerings we receive will 
be split between the UCC’s “Strengthen the Church” 
offering and the DOC’s “Pentecost” offering. You can 
learn more about these offerings by visiting 
www.ucc.org/stc and disciplesmis-
sionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/. This offer-
ing will be officially received on Sunday, June 7. 

The United Church of Christ’s Strengthen the Church 
Offering supports the expansion and growth of local 
congregations. This fund helps congregations be there 
in new ways in this changing “church” landscape. To-
gether we grow stronger and we can strive to truly ex-

perience God’s dream of a united and uniting Church 
amid differences in cultures and backgrounds. 

In 2001 the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) em-
braced a bold vision: to start 1,000 new churches in 
1,000 different ways by the year 2020. Through gener-
ous giving to the Pentecost Offering, we have wel-
comed 1,034+ new faith communities into the Church. 
This means the table around which we gather has 
grown in language, diversity, and life experience. 

As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to 
give at any time (always make checks payable to Niles 
Discovery Church). You can also give online: go to our 
nilesdiscoverychurch.org and click the “donate” button 
at the top of the page. Niles Discovery Church receives 
a special offering each month. With that many possibili-
ties for special giving, you may need to choose which 
ones are most important to you. You can see the sched-
ule of special offerings at bit.ly/2019specialoffering.  

Thanks to your generosity last month we received $488 
for S.A.V.E. 

http://bit.ly/SSDSZoom
http://www.ucc.org/stc
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
http://bit.ly/2019specialoffering
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Weekly  
Bible Study 

Monday Morning Bi-
ble study continues to 

Zoom 11:30 a.m. to 12:30p.m. The 
scripture studied is typically the scrip-
ture for the coming Sunday’s worship 
service. Everyone is welcome. Register 
at bit.ly/mmbsreg. 

Daytime  
Fellowship 

Group 

The Daytime Fellow-
ship meets on the third Monday of 
the month (which is June 16, this 
month). Bring your lunch to this 
monthly Zoom gathering. We share 
the same meeting link as the Mon-
day Morning Bible Study, so join by 
registering for the Bible Study 
(bit.ly/mmbsreg). 

Registration Required 

To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we are now requiring advanced registration for 
Zoom meetings held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a repeating 
event. Find the registration links in the descriptions of the scheduled events.  

Fellowship News 

Puzzle  
Exchange 

If you’re getting 
sick of putting 

together the same old puzzles, why 
not exchange them? Drop by the 
patio (east end of the church build-
ing) from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. to 
exchange your puzzles. Thanks to 
Alta Jo Adamson and Amy Gunnar-
son for coordinating this effort. 

Puzzles available at the Puzzle Exchange 

bit.ly/mmbsreg
bit.ly/mmbsreg


All Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Through Non-Violent Methods Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list:   
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know.  

Judy Hollowell and her family as they grieve the death 
of John Hollowell on January 18; 

Alliene Turner (a friend of Pastor Brenda) and her family 
as they grieve the death of her nephew in January; 

Girven Hunter and her family as they grieve the death 
of her husband Dean Hunter on December 26; 

Bob and Betty Morris and their family as they grieve the 
death of their grandson, Sam Morris, on December 25; 

John Zlatnik and his family as they grieve the death of 
his brother-in-law on December 15; 

Rich Gallegos and his family as they grieve the death of 
his aunt Nena, who died on Thanksgiving evening from 
COVID-19. 

Coreen and George, friends of Joy Barnitz, as they grieve the 
death of friends and colleagues who died in the mass 
shooting at the Valley Transportation Authority (where 
George is a manager) on May 26; 

Audrey Cutler and her family as they grieve the death of her 
husband, Bill Cutler, on May 5; 

Melissa Palleschi and her family as they grieve the death of 
her brother, Gene Hayden, on May 4; 

Randy Fewel’s family as they grieve the sudden death of her 
former husband on March 29; 

The family of Judi Eaton who died on February 3; 

Doug Swint and his family as they grieve the death of Doug’s 
mother, Geraldine Swint, on February 1; 

Prayers For All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

Prayers For These People And Their Families  
Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Susie Claxton’s sister, 
Caroline; 
Becky Moreno’s 
brother-in-law Vince; 
Bee Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland; 
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s co-
worker Will; 
Sharon Yool’s daughter; 
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary 
Thomson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie 
Thompson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend undergoing cancer 
treatment; 
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 
Katy Wharton’s mother; 
Janet Butcher; 
William “Butch” Butcher; 
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison; 
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor 
Garnica; 
Suzy Mahusay’s sister, Jo Carroll. 

Cindy Sojourner’s brother-in-law, Frank; 
Roberta Boyd’s sister, Judy; 
Jesse Church’s father, Jim Church; 
Diane Harvey’s sister, Linda; 
the sister of Pastor Brenda’s friend 
Alliene Turner; 
Priscilla Taylor’s father-in-law and 
mother-in-law, Steve and Angie Taylor; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Kathy Cavalli; 
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 
Joy Barnitz’s dear friend Rev. Jeffrey 
Cheifetz; 
Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, Marjorie 
Boyer; 
Barbara P. King’s son, Jason King; 
Cindy Sojourner's friend Saemi’s 
brother Don Ladue; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Lana Artemoff; 
Associate Conference Minister Rev. 
Davena Jones; 
Sandra Wong’s friend, Nichelle; 
the sister of a CleanStart client; 
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Polly Baxter; 
Joy Barnitz's friend Rachel; 
Joy Barnitz's friend Alison; 

Bonnie Rankin; 
Grace Rankin; 
Marian Wolfe; 
Cindy Corey; 
Bruce Roeding; 
Ginny August; 
Roy Aiden Lucey-Cose; 
Audrey Cutler; 
Martha LeRoy; 
Barbara P. King; 
Jan Quilici; 
Judy Zlatnik; 
John Zlatnik; 
Helen Boyer; 
JoAn Parker; 
Charlie Smith; 
Becky Moreno; 
Isabel Moreno; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Diana Roeding; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Penn Boyer; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
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Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

36600 Niles Blvd., 

Fremont 94536  

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Niles Discovery  

Church  

The Bell Is First Class 

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you 
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to bit.ly/
NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select what email 
lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer requests, the 
weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a phone message or 
email the church office (510-797-0895; admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so 
we can note in our database that you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail 
anymore.  

http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

