
    Time Change Comes  
    At Month-End 

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 
1 at 2:00 a.m. That means it’s a good idea to set 
those clocks back an hour before you go to  
bed on Halloween night.  

36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536   
(510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

OCTOBER 
Volume 20  Number 10 

October 4  
“Lessons from a Dog”  

Genesis 2:18-25 

FAITHFUL, HOPEFUL,  
LOVING  

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN 

October 11 

“Faithful Stewardship”  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-9 

October 18  
“Hopeful Stewardship”  

Romans 12:9-21 

October 25 
“Loving Stewardship”  

Isaiah 58:1-9a 

November 1 
Pledge Sunday 

“The Greatest of These”  
1 Corinthians 13 
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Because of the shelter in place orders, please do not come into the 
office. You can call the office 510-797-0895 to leave a message for any 
staff member.  

Mikele Kearney’s email is admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  
Cecilia Le’s email is cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

You are encouraged to make an appointment for a phone call or a Zoom 
meeting with a pastor if you have the need; their contact information is 
below. 

Contacting The Staff 
Pastor Jeff’s mobile 

510-579-8851 
calendly.com/revjss 

jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

calendly.com/pastorbrenda 
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Spencer 

Associate Pastor 
Rev. Brenda Loreman 

Admin 
Mikele Kearny 

Bookkeeper 
Cecilia Le 

Accompanist and Organist 
Jenny Lin  

Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any PPRC member – Ken Rasler, 
Ingert Svaert, Roberta McReynolds, Leonard Lloyd, and Pastor Jeff and Pastor Brenda – if you have a concern about 
the life of the church that you want to explore. If you have a church relationship that’s hurting and want some assis-
tance in healing it, speak to one of them. 

Blessing Of The Animals  

To Be Part Of Worship 

Pastor Jeff says that he plans to integrate a “Blessing of the Animals” into the 
worship service on October 4. “October 4 is the Feast of St. Francis,” he ex-
plained, “and I can think of no better day to celebrate our animal companions.” 

Pastor Jeff noted, “Since we’re worshiping on Zoom, we 
don’t have to worry about dogs chasing cats or cats chasing birds – or anyone having aller-
gies. Everyone will be in their own home.” He asked that participant have a small bowl of 
water handy to use in the blessing. “You might want to have a treat for your pets for when 

we get to communion,” he added. 

“Communion will be important that day,” he said. “October 4 is also World Commun-
ion Sunday.” He encouraged people to consid-
er using a bread that “represents the culture 
of some place you’ve visited or some place you 
long to visit or your own ethnic heritage. And 

remember that ‘bread’ doesn’t have to be a wheat product. Get creative!” 

mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://calendly.com/revjss
mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://calendly.com/pastorbrenda
mailto:brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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Yes, October 5 is a Monday – which may seem like a strange day for a church to begin a pledge campaign. It is still 
the day this fall’s pledge campaign will start, and it begins with a letter from the Pastors. 

Utilizing the theme “Faithful, Hopeful, Loving,” seems so appropriate during this time of upheaval of what we used 
to think of as “normal.” This campaign is inspired by one of the most famous lines of scripture, 1 Corinthians 13:13. 
Through letters, interviews, song, and (we hope) a video, we will explore what it means to be stewards of our re-
sources in such a time as this. That video thing? We’re hoping 
people who participate in the pledge campaign will take a selfie 
during the last week of the campaign and email the photo to Pas-
tor Jeff – but you’ll learn all about that in the letters that will 
come during the campaign. 

For now, keep an eye out for envelopes (and emails) with the 
campaign logo, open and read them, think about what they say, 
and get ready to respond. 

“Faithful, Hopeful, Loving”  

Pledge Campaign Begins October 5 

As we have moved our church worship and programs 
online, the Ministry of Evangelism Team has been 
pondering how best to practice our ministry in this new 
environment. We are used to connecting with people in 
person, one-on-one, and sharing news about our 
church. How do we do that now? The answer was 
actually pretty obvious: Since we are worshipping and 
meeting online, our evangelism needs to be online, 
too—and we need your help. 

Before you get nervous about the concept of 
evangelism, with visions of televangelists and end-times 
preachers on street corners, let us remind you that 
evangelism merely means spreading the good news of 
God’s love, especially as it is experienced in a 
community following Jesus. In practice, this means 
telling people about the good things that are happening 
in our church community. This could mean sharing a 
good book you read in book group, or inviting someone 
to Zoom worship, or letting friends know about a 
special event or program, or just sharing with a friend 
that your church community has brought comfort and 
peace in a time of chaos and fear. Since we are all living 
mostly online right now, this means sharing that good 
news virtually—especially through social media. 

To make virtual evangelism easier, we’re giving you all a 
specific homework assignment. Your task, should you 

choose to accept it, is to share the Virtual Halloween 
Party with at least five people this month (see page 7 
for more information about the party). If you’re on 
social media, share the event invitation on your page 
(bit.ly/FBHalloweenParty2020). Message friends you 
think would enjoy a Halloween party, especially those 
with kids. If you’re not on social media, email the flyer 
(bit.ly/NDCHalloweenFlyer20) to friends and family. 
Even if they’re far away, they can still join in. 

Research shows that most people connect with a 
church because they have been personally invited. 
Here’s a recent example of how successful invitations 
can be. Someone (we’re not sure who) shared 
information about the Pray Their Names art installation 
at a Rotary meeting. Someone from that meeting 
decided to attend the dedication ceremony, along with 
their spouse. They were moved and impressed by the 
experience, and they decided to register for worship. 
They attended worship the next week, stayed for coffee 
hour, and then signed up for our email lists. Invitations 
work, friends. 

If you shared the Pray Their Names installation with 
others, thank you! And thanks in advance for sharing 
this month’s “assignment.” 

Virtual Evangelism  
from the Ministry of Evangelism Team 

http://bit.ly/FBHalloweenParty2020
https://nilesdiscoverynews.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/virtual-halloween-party.pdf
http://bit.ly/NDCHalloweenFlyer20
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The Earth Needs Warriors; 

Find Out How You Can Help  
By Marilyn Singer for Daytime Fellowship and The Green Team  

The Climate crisis, highlighted during the 
September sermon series marking the 
Season of Creation, is upon us. Jim Antal, a 
guest preacher in June, wrote the book, 
Climate Church, Climate World. This book 
argues that the climate crisis magnifies 
every other 
social injustice 
and it is our 
moral obligation 
as Christians to 
join the fight 
against climate 
change. Daytime 
Fellowship and 
the Green Team 
chose this book 
for the next all-
church read for 
just those reasons. It is available on Kindle 
and in paperback. This Climate Book 
Challenge will begin mid-October. 

As we did with White Fragility, we will form 
discussion groups of ten people. Fifty-two 
members and friends of Niles Discovery 
read and met in discussion groups to share 
insights after reading that book. They were 
led by facilitators Mark Twist, Cindy 

Sojourner, Helen Boyer, Jim Thomas, 
Jasmine Zartman, and Carol Easter. Thank 
you to all who facilitated, participated, and 
learned from each other about such a 
sensitive subject. 

The church has been a powerful influence in 
informing social policy from 
being anti-slavery to the 
acceptance of LGBTQ+ people. 
Will you want to make sure the 
church influences policies and 
laws that address the climate 
crisis after reading this book,? 
Only time will tell. 

If you are interested in joining 
this read, please contact Marilyn 
Singer (510-657-1969 or 
robertsinger993@comcast.net). 

If you can facilitate a discussion group, 
please let her know as well. 

Reading, talking, learning, and making new 
friends is one way we can stay connected 
during this time of sheltering at home. 
Addressing vital issues like these will keep 
Niles Discovery Church a meaningful part of 
our  community  and  world. The earth 
needs us. 
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California Coastal Cleanup Day 
Sandra Wong and Susie Claxton are protecting their neighborhoods for California Coastal Cleanup Day. 

A Kairos Moment  
By Marilyn Singer for The Green Team  

Kairos is an Ancient Greek word meaning the right, critical, or opportune moment. The ancient Greeks had two 
words for time: chronos and kairos. The former refers to chronological or sequential time, while the latter signifies a 
proper or opportune time for action. 

Chronos time may be measured in minutes, but life is measured in kairos moments. Discerning those moments is 
part of hearing God’s voice. Hearing God means recognizing the holy moments when you need to drop to your 
knees. It’s discerning the critical moments when you need to make a difficult decision. It’s discerning the teachable 
moments that can turn into defining moments for making life decisions. 

Niles Discovery Church is including “Kairos Moments” in our Sunday worship that help us focus on understanding 
that our Earth is crying out for our preservation and protection. Have you experienced such a kairos insight that you 
could share in 200 to 350 words? Has beauty overwhelmed you? Has the loss of something like a species awakened 
you? Has a new baby changed your thinking?  

Your insights can help us on our journey as we address climate change and move toward solutions. Are you willing to 
share a personal insight with the congregation that will move us forward? It is the time for action.  



Photo by Priscilla Taylor 2020 Photo by Priscilla Taylor 2020 Photo by Priscilla Taylor 2020 
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CCNCN Annual Gathering  

Workshops Move Online 

Each year, representatives and members of Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregations in Northern 
California and Nevada gather for the Region’s Annual Meeting. Typically, this meeting includes workshops covering 
many different topics. Because the Annual Gathering needed to move online, the workshops have been separated 
from the September weekend when the Annual Meeting was held. Hopefully, this will allow more people to 
participate in the workshops.  

The workshops will be held throughout the month of October, starting on October 7. Go to bit.ly/CCNCN-AG2020-
workshops to learn more about the workshops and to register for them. There, you will find descriptions about the 
“Blue Theology” workshop, a workshop on climate change and action, a budgeting and stewardship workshop, a 
workshop on the Poor People’s Campaign, the “Art & Faith: Using Your Talents for God and for Good” workshop, the 
Justice Commission workshop, and the “Woman to Woman Worldwide” workshop. 

“Grief Relief” Group Starts October 13 

It has been more than half a year since we began shel-
tering in place, and the routines of our lives have been 
dramatically altered. Even as we 
look forward to the return of nor-
malcy, we likely question or 
doubt what 'normal' will look like 
in the future. We are each experi-
encing varying degrees of loss. 
We grieve what is lost and what 
has changed, even as we look 
forward with hope. 

This work is not easy, so Niles 
Discovery Church is offering a 
"Grief Relief" support group that 
will meet six times during the final three months of 
2020. They will be held in the now-familiar Zoom for-

mat and will be facilitated by our own Reverend Timo-
thy Weible, Chaplain for Bridge Hospice. These sessions 

are an opportunity for us to speak of 
our feelings, concerns, and hopes. 
Recognizing and naming our grief is 
an important step toward finding 
healing and peace. In the process, we 
will discover that we are not alone, 
and we will support one another as 
we each share our grief. 

The group will gather on the second 
and last Tuesdays of the month, Oc-
tober through December, at 7:30 
p.m. If you would like to participate, 

register at bit.ly/griefrelief2020.  

November 1 is not only our Pledge Sunday (see “Faithful, Hopeful, 
Loving,” on page 3). It is also All Saints Day, and to mark the day, we invite 
you to do a couple things. 

First, Pastor Jeff is planning to make a video of photos of our beloved 
dead. If you would like to remember someone who has died from your 
past – a family member, a mentor, a dear friend – in this video, please 
send a photo of that person to Pastor Jeff (jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) 
by Thursday, October 22. If you only have a printed photo, you can take an 
electronic picture of the photo (or a scan) and send that to Pastor Jeff. 

Second, we encourage you to have photos of your beloved dead set out by your communion elements when you set up 
for worship on November 1. 

Help With Our All Saints Celebration 

http://bit.ly/CCNCN-AG2020-workshops
http://bit.ly/CCNCN-AG2020-workshops
bit.ly/griefrelief2020
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Zoom with the kids 
The kids of our church are invited to join Pastor Jeff (or Pastor Brenda if Pastor Jeff is away) on Zoom for 
conversation and sharing. You must register for this event. To register, go to bit.ly/zwtk; once you’re registered, you 
won’t need to register again.  

Of course, parents and grandparents and other interested adults are welcome to listen to what the kids share, too.  

Pastor Jeff gets a new Bible to Patrick Kerrick (grandson 
of Bee Newell) in time for the worship service virtual 
“presentation” on September 6. 

Announcement 

And Newsletter  

Submissions   

Please send announcements and articles as you 
write them to Mikele at 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She will post 
them in our News blog as she receives them and 
will submit them for publication in the following 
issue of The Bell (if appropriate in terms of timing). 
The deadline for submissions for the November 
edition if The Bell is 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
October 21.  In addition to typical newsletter news, 
we hope each issue of The Bell will include 
reflections, photographs, poems, and so forth by 
members and friends of the congregation. 

Halloween Spooktacular 

The Ministry of Hospitality and Fellowship invites you to a Virtual Halloween Party Saturday, October 24, 6:00 p.m. It 
will be a time to celebrate fall, friendship, and of course all things spooky. There will be a scavenger hunt, pumpkin 
carving contest, and costumes, all happening over the Zoom platform we have all come to know and love. 

If you would like to participate in the pumpkin carving contest, carve your pumpkin before the party begins. Then be 
sure to display it during the event with a measuring tape/stick nearby to indicate size. Prizes will be given in any 
number of categories, such as: most colorful, creative, interesting, artistic, skilled, unusual, scary, littlest, best effort, 
and youngest carver. 

The scavenger hunt list will be posted on the party zoom “meeting” at 5:00 p.m. Then everyone will have from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. to gather as many items from the list as possible. When it is officially party time, we will show our 
findings, and prizes will be awarded to those who find the most objects. 

Please remember, a virtual party does not have to be virtually fun. Wear a costume. Invite friends or neighbors to 
join the zoom call by sharing the registration link below or the event flyer. (https://
nilesdiscoverynews.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/virtual-halloween-party.pdf). Decorate the space where you 
zoom. Have a fun, thematic desert and/or other goodies ready to eat, drink and be spooky. 

Register now at bit.ly/HalloweenParty2020. 

bit.ly/zwtk
https://nilesdiscoverynews.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/virtual-halloween-party.pdf
https://nilesdiscoverynews.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/virtual-halloween-party.pdf
https://bit.ly/HalloweenParty2020
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Beyond Recognition 

© Cynthia Sojourner, September 23, 2020 

The dry 
leaves rid-
ing the 
thin 
branches 

Don’t sway 
from the 
thin 
branches’  

 up 

And down 
or circling  

 motions. 

Don’t sway from the thicker  

branches 

Rocking left, then right, slowly 

With winds pulsing gusts. 

The dry leaves have given up 

Their work-day oxygen production. 

Lost their flexibility, vibrancy. 

Lost their soft graceful turning  
waves. 

The dry leaves’ sound 

Have turned to rasping resistance. 

Then to snip, snip, snip, snip. 

One by one, they are snapping off 

Into silent tumbling free falls. 

In this departure from their lives, 

They do not give up 

Their sustaining of community life. 

The dry leaves crunch into pieces 

Under foot, horse hooves, skunk  
claws, 

Beetle legs, wren beak, and mutt  
paws. 

The dry leaves moisten beyond  
recognition 

With rains and movement 

Through the darkness  

Of earth worm digestion into  

 compost. 

Into  
 nutrients  

 for roots 

Feeding  
  new  
  supple 

 bright 
 green  

  leaves 

Riding  
 nearby 
 trees,  snap peas, iris, Dandelion,  
 geranium, and thyme. 

Representative John Lewis’s 

And Justice Ruth Ginsburg’s 

Not giving up 

On sustaining community life, 

Can be heard in their last words 

And life works protecting us. 

May I have the grace, 

The power, the will, to be like 

These Greats. Like the leaves. 

Like my mom. Her mom before her.  
P
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I looked for the heart of Emmett Till 
And said “We are so sorry” 
And touched the heart and prayed. 

His heart felt near, lingering, persisting, 
As though he were waiting,  
Waiting for the arc to bend toward justice. 

The Heart Of  

Emmett Till 
© Ann Finlinson 
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Where A Sapling Bends And Maple Shakes 
© Cindy Sojourner, September 16, 2020 

Sapling, grappling for Sunlight 

Beneath Elder branches, 

Flashing emerald leaves, 

Are you envious of those above? 

Are you bowing with humility? 

Stretching in emulation? 

Giving up in defeat? 

Elder Trees, have you chosen 

To help, not help, 

This Sapling, that Sapling, 

Those Saplings? 

I ask because I’m curious. 

What I am  
seeing 

Is a genesis of  
 very good  
 Creation. 

In this Sapling  
 leaning 

Several degrees 
 into the   
 Light. 

In the Maple shaking 

Yellow gold leaves once again. 

In Old Growth, fallen, softening, 

For thickening Moss, fanning Fungi. 

Forest 
Bathing  

 is the 
phrase 

From the  
Japanese 

For my  
 walking  
 in step 

With the sound of Wind 

Traipsing through your  
 crisping leaves. 

For my inhaling the cleaner air 

You exhale daily. 

Forest Bathing has me wondering, 

Seeking wisdom you’ve gathered 

In your ring code of the decades,  
 centuries. 

As I entangle my whole being 

To your roots, 

I don’t see the ways you bend, 

The color of your bark and leaves, 

Your height, thickness, placement, 

Your purpose, as bad, here. 

I see your beauty, your history, 

Expansive forest family, 

Working hard all together 

To form humming restfulness, 

Exhilarating life, home, 

With room enough for me today. 

Bad has no  
 place here, 

Except, except,  
 except, 

We cut.  
We cause you  
 to burn. 

We keep  
 eliminating   
 you. 

I look for the painted stones as I walk my regular route most mornings. Greeting people and dogs. Noticing turkeys, 
cows in the fields. Saying “hi” to the two horses who so graciously share with me their spectacular view of the bay 
and Mt. Tamalpais… when it’s not obscured in fog or smoke.  The painted stones that appear, move, migrate.  The 
busy bees that remind me that it’s back to school month. The M&Ms that have been nibbled … if only I hadn’t given 
up candy during the pandemic!  The solemn memorial of 9/11 – thanking the Fremont Fire Dept. who kept this area 
from burning during the worst of the SCU Lightning Complex Fire, that came so close that this area was on emergen-
cy evacuation warning. Much to be grateful for, this month of remembering the 9/11 attacks. I am grateful for 
stones that bring a smile and a reminder of how much blessing each day contains.  
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Pandemic Reflections - September 2020 
By Joy Barnitz 
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Little Free Pantry 

From the Homelessness Taskforce 

Niles Discovery Church has 
established a little free pantry to 
provide basic food and hygiene items 
to those in need. Little Free Pantries 
activate neighbor engagement of 
food insecurity by addressing 
immediate and local needs. While 
they don’t intend to replace food 
banks, these pantries work alongside 
traditional models and offer a zero-
barrier access point to food and help 
fill the gaps in the system. The 
opportunity for culturally relevant 
and healthy food access is possible 
through this direct giving, by 
neighbors and for neighbors. In the 
creation of micro-communities within 
neighborhoods and through the common action of 
giving and receiving, there is a mutual benefit felt by all 
involved. 

The shed near the main entrance to the church was 
converted to a little free pantry on Saturday, September 
12, 2020. The shed was originally established to store 
equipment and donations for the Clean Start mobile 

hygiene unit, but during the 
pandemic, it had been vandalized and 
broken into four times. When the 
topic was raised with the Ministry of 
Property and the City of Fremont, it 
was agreed that the shed should be 
repurposed. The Homelessness Task 
Force proposed to the church Cabinet 
to convert the shed into a free pantry. 
The Cabinet approved the proposal at 
the August 16, 2020 Cabinet meeting. 

Sandy Thomas volunteered to build a 
shelving unit to be placed inside the 
shed. She used several tall cabinet/
pantry doors to create the unit. We 
plan to cut out and install a plexiglass 

window so people can look inside to see what is 
available. 

To learn more about the Little Free Pantry and the mini  
pantry movement, visit www.littlefreepantry.org. 

There is a list of suggested donations for the church’s 
little free pantry; it can be found here: Little Free 
Pantry Donation List. 

Photos From The “Pray Their Names”  
Installation 

https://www.littlefreepantry.org/
https://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/Ministries/Homelessness_Task_Force/Little_Free_Pantry/LFP_Donation_List.pdf
https://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/Ministries/Homelessness_Task_Force/Little_Free_Pantry/LFP_Donation_List.pdf


While most of the church members and friends have been away from the church building, the Ministry of Property 
has taken the opportunity to take on some projects, which were funded by our post construction and maintenance 
budget accounts. It was great to work in an unoccupied space! Can you match the pictures with the activity? 

 The first activity was setting up a storage rack for the boxes of church archives in the large 
storage room. These are the boxes Susan E. Haley labored on for years. 

 Two small decks were built to protect the AC refrigeration lines from people wandering 
along the boulevard side of the property looking to charge their devices. 

 Next, we repaired the ceiling cracks by installing control joints at five locations. The railroad 

vibration and building movement were the cause, and the control joints will absorb the 
building movement.  

 A new coat of paint was applied to the all the hallway walls and ceilings by a painting con-
tractor. It looks terrific! 

 The next big project is near completion. This the church computer upgrade and AV en-
hancement. The church computer is now operating with Windows 10, and eventually our 
staff will be able to securely access the NDC databases remotely. If you have any questions, 
ask Bill Palleschi or Matt Espinoza for details. Just recently, microphones were installed over 
the choir area in the chancel. They do not block the image on the screen, nor do they sway 
when the furnace/AC is on. 

 Most have never seen the roof conditions, on the boulevard side of the fellowship hall, 
where rainwater ponds, but three years ago John Hollowell and Mark Twist became aware 
of this issue when they were cleaning out the roof gutters. A Marco Roofing estimator pre-
dicted that the roofing would fail in 5 to 8 years at this location. We contracted with them 
to make a “cricket” that would direct the rainwater toward the gutters and not pool and 
eventually leak into our fellowship hall. The cricket is complete, and we are pond free. 

We look forward to the time when we will be back in the building and we can enjoy or take delight in some of the 
items we have accomplished this year. 
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The Ministry Of Property  
Has Been Busy This Year  

By Mark Twist 



There is a problem facing every college campus in the 
country: Forty-five percent of college students are regu-
larly going hungry – yes, 45%. 

Hungry to Learn introduces some faces 
behind a hidden American crisis – college 
students struggling to be able to pay tui-
tion to the point that they don’t have 
enough money to eat or a place to live. It 
isn’t about Ramen Noodles and care pack-
ages from home, it is having no food at 
all. It is eating at food pantries or off the 
trays of fellow students.  

This is a story of colleges opening their 
doors to those of limited means without 
providing enough financial aid to allow 
these students to graduate without mak-
ing painful choices. Do you accept the frustration of ap-
plying for food stamps, only to discover how hard it is 
for students to qualify? Do you swallow the humiliation 
and ask teachers or school officials for help? Do you 

silently face the struggle of going to class day after day 
distracted by hunger? What would you choose? 

Hungry to Learn is not just about the devastating hun-
ger crisis unfolding on American campuses, it is 
about what can – and should – be done about 
it. 

This month’s film will have a restricted viewing 
window of two weeks. The link to the film will 
be available September 26 through October 
10. 

To Join the Discussion – October 10, 2020 at 
1:30 p.m. - click here to register for the Zoom 
gathering.  

Once you have registered, you will receive an 
email confirming your registration and your 

unique link to join the discussion. Save that email. On 
Saturday, October 10, around 1:25 p.m. Click the link in 
your email to join the discussion. Our discussion will be 
led by students from San Jose State University. 

Second Saturday Documentary  
Series Presents:  

Hungry To Learn 
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This month’s offering 
will be split between 
two denominational 
offerings: The Recon-
ciliation Ministry 
sponsored by the 
Disciples of Christ 
and The United 
Church of Christ’s 

Neighbors in Need offering. The offering will be received 
on Sunday, October 4.  

As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to 
give at any time. You can do your giving online by going 
to our church webpage and clicking on the “donate” 
button at the top of the page. Niles Discovery Church 
receives a special offering each month. With so many 
possibilities for special giving, you may need to choose 
which ones are most important to you. To see the com-
plete schedule of special offerings, please visit 
bit.ly/2020specialoffering.  

The DOC’s Reconcilia-
tion Ministry is an 
antiracism and pro-

reconciliation initiative. This ministry is based on a vision 
for the church as a place “where brothers and sisters of 
all races, languages, and cultures will grow towards 
God’s glorious realm, where all have a place at the table, 
and none shall be turned away.” This year’s theme is 
“The Rocks are Crying Out: Show up, Speak Up, Stand 
Up.” For more information please visit reconcilia-
tionministry.org/.  

Funds from the UCC’s Neighbors in 
Need offering support ministries of 
justice and compassion throughout 
the United States. The theme of 
this year’s offering is “All children 

have the right to simply be children...” If you would like 
more information, please see www.ucc.org/nin.  

October Special Offering 

“Some Pharisees from the 
crowd told him, “Teacher, get 
your disciples under 
control!”  But he said, “If they 
kept quiet, the stones would do 
it for them, shouting praise.”  
- Luke 19:39-40 

bit.ly/2020specialoffering
https://reconciliationministry.org/
https://reconciliationministry.org/
https://www.ucc.org/nin


Fellowship News 

Weekly Bible Study 

Monday Morning Bible study continues on Zoom from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30p.m. The scripture studied 
is typically the scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service. Everyone is welcome. Register here. 

Daytime Fellowship Group 

The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month (which is October 19 this month), 
Bring your lunch to this monthly Zoom gathering. We share the same meeting link as the Monday 
Morning Bible Study, so join by registering for the Bible Study here. 

13 Special Offering Thanks 
 Many thanks to all that participated in both our August 
and September special offerings. We received a record 
$1,307.20 towards September’s school supply drive. A 
$500 donation was made to the Fremont Education 
Foundation, matched by them, and donated to Fremont 
Unified School District for purchasing virtual learning 
equipment. The remaining funds were used to buy 
school supplies geared to home learning. Thanks to the 
teachers in our church family for their consultation. We 
purchased 66 plastic clipboards with storage, 40 small 
white boards, 15 backpacks, 20 pencil boxes, 50 spiral 
notebooks, 30 composition books, 50 dry erase mark-

ers, 38 highlighters, 
colored pencils, 
crayons, erasers, 
glue sticks, binder 
paper, pencils, and 
pens.   

As of September 12, 
we had received $763 towards the Heifer International 
offering. The kids of the church will decide what to pur-
chase with these funds during Zoom with the Children 
at 3:00 p.m. on October 14, 2020. If you are interested 
in being part of the process, please log in to help.  

“I’m telling the solemn truth: 
Whenever you did one of these 
things to someone overlooked 
or ignored, that was me – you 
did it to me.” 

- Matthew 25:40 

Let’s Sing Together For A While 

Former music director Ofer dal Lal and organist Jenny Lin will offer a special workshop on singing our 
two incidental worship songs “Let’s Walk Together” and “Go in Peace and the Peace of God.” The 
workshop will be in two Zoom meetings (10/15 & 10/22 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.), and will in-
clude coaching on singing and instructions on recording yourself. Video recordings of all participants 
will be combined into our very own Niles Discovery Church “virtual choir.” We’d love to see your face 
in this collage of our singing congregation. For more info, please sign up at bit.ly/NDCVirtualChoir.  

Tri-Regional Men's Retreat: I Am My Brother's Keeper 

The 2020 Disciples Men’s Retreat is going online. The 
Retreat is a time for churchmen to gather for study, 
worship, and fun. It focuses on doing what we can to heal 
divisions that abound in our culture today.  

An old saying claims that “showing up is 85% of life.” 
Showing up has never been easier. Get more information 
and register at www.doc-west.org/mens-retreat/. 

Registration Now Required 

To enhance the safety of your Zoom experience, we are now requiring advanced registration for Zoom meetings 
held on the church’s Zoom account. You only need to register once for a repeating event. Find the registration links 
in the descriptions of the scheduled events. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJQlc-GoqT0oAUbOBHUWuIIYvERME76A5A
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/vJQlc-GoqT0oAUbOBHUWuIIYvERME76A5A
http://bit.ly/NDCVirtualChoir
http://www.doc-west.org/mens-retreat/
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For Judy Smith’s Friends Linda And Dick Who Have Big Health Concerns And Have Lost Their House To Fire.  

All Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

For Teachers Who Are Facing All Kinds Of Professional Uncertainties, Teaching Stresses, And A Dangerous 
Virus As They Prepare For The New School Year. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Through Non-Violent Methods Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

The Political Leaders Of The Communities, States, And Countries Of The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list:   
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

Joy Barnitz’s friend, Allison Moore, as she grieves the 
death of her father in early April; 

The family of Ken Young who died on March 29; 

Susie Claxton and her family as they grieve the death 
of Susie’s sister, Isabelle, on March 19. 

 

The family of Cecile Litherland, who died on August 20; 

Riki Twist and her family as they grieve the death of Riki’s 
father on June 9; 

Steve Armstrong and his family as they grieve the death of 
Steve’s brother to the coronavirus on May 4 and the death 
of Steve’s sister-in-law on April 4; 

Michele McConville and her family as they grieve the 
death of Michele’s husband Mark McConville on April 22; 

Prayers For All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

Dana and Chris 
Hoskins’ friend 
Heidi Benton; 
Dana and Chris 
Hoskins’ friend 
Dan Scheib; 
Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Melvin 
Pierce; 
Amy Gunnarson’s great-niece Syra; 
Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary 
Thomson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie 
Thompson; 
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 
Katy Wharton’s mother; 
Janet Butcher; 
William “Butch” Butcher; 
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison; 
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor  
Garnica; 
Suzy Mahusay’s sister, Jo Carroll. 

Prayers For These People And Their Families  
Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Marjorie Fremont’s daughter, Lisa; 
Bob Monkman’s mom, Patrica  
Hanadel; 
Vickey Kean’s brother-in-law, Tom 
Kean; 
Barbara P. King’s son, Jason King; 
Cindy Sojourner's friend Saemi’s 
brother Don Ladue; 
Priscilla Taylor’s friend, Lana  Artemoff; 
Associate Conference Minister Rev. 
Davena Jones; 
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Machelle 
Christiansen; 
Karen and Keith Moody’s friend, Jerry 
Miller; 
Pastor Jeff’s sister, Sally; 
the sister of a CleanStart client; 
Sandra Wong's friend, Nichelle; 
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Polly Baxter; 
Susie Claxton’s sister, Caroline; 
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince; 
Bee Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland; 
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s  
co-worker, Will; 
Sharon Yool’s daughter; 

Patricia Fewel; 
John Hollowell; 
Helen Boyer; 
Amy Gunnarson; 
Mark Edwards; 
Bill Cutler; 
Judi Eaton; 
Cindy Corey; 
John Zlatnik; 
Keith Moody; 
Ginny August; 
Grace Rankin; 
Becky Moreno; 
Isabel Moreno; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Diana Roeding; 
JoAn Parker; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Penn Boyer; 
Dean Hunter; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
Helen Boyer’s sister-in-law, 
Marjorie Boyer; 
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The Bell Is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it 
first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue 
you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to 
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can 
select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly 
prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please 
leave a phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that 
you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  

http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup

