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This Place Called  
Shelter  
 
Hello, walls  
windows, and patio doors  
and thank you,  
or should I say I’m good,  
I have a place to  
cuddle alone in hope,  
wrap its bedding around me  
while others cough and shudder  
in no place  
or in crowded care-taking halls  
no visitors allowed.  
This place,  
this seemingly God-given condo  
gently swaying  
on the tides of  
luck  
and aloneness  

© Joy Hurst May 2020 
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The Niles Discovery Church Cabinet met for the first time for the 2020-21 program year on May 18, 2020. 

We had a full agenda! One of our actions was establishing START – the “Strategic Task-force to Assess Re-

opening Team.” This sub-committee of the Cabinet, consisting of 6 Cabinet members, is tasked with de-

veloping a process for the church (under the direction of the Cabinet) to use to determine when and how 

we will re-open our physical facility and Sanctuary for ministry and worship. 

START’s first meeting has been scheduled and the sub-committee will be meeting weekly as we develop 

this process. We would like to hear from you about your concerns, issues, and advice that we might want 

to consider. Please email us your thoughts at start@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

While it is very possible, perhaps even likely, that we will continue holding our Sunday Worship Services 

via Zoom for the balance of the year, we need to begin exploring how, when, and for what purposes we 

can begin bringing people back into the building, and that’s what START will do. Once the subcommittee 

has a process, we will present it to the Cabinet. Along the way, I will be informing you of our progress. I 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Peace, 

John R. Smith, Moderator 

by John Smith 



The Rev. Jim Antal 
will be preaching 
at our Zoomed 

worship service on 
Sunday, June 21, and the Rev. Dr. 

John Dorhauer will be preaching at our Zoomed 
worship service on Sunday, July 12. 

Jim Antal is the former Conference Minister of the 
Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of 
Christ (UCC) and a longtime climate activist. He is 
the author of Climate Church, Climate World, the 
book the Adult Sunday School has been reading 
and discussing pretty much since the shelter in 
place orders were issued. He is currently serving as 
Special Advisor on Climate Justice to the General 
Minister and President of the UCC. 

The General Minister and President (GMP) of the 

UCC happens to be John Dorhauer. He has pastored 

local churches in rural Missouri and served as Asso-

ciate Conference Minister in the Missouri Mid-

South Conference and as Conference Minister of 

the Southwest Conference before being elected as 

the UCC’s GMP. John earned a Doctor of Ministry 

degree in 2004, focusing on white privilege and its 

effects on the church. His book, Beyond Resistance: 

The Institutional Church Meets the Postmodern 

World, is a call to the body of Christ to accept what 

the Spirit of the Risen Christ is doing to birth some-

thing new, vital, and relevant – all towards nurtur-

ing Beloved Community.  
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What Do You See In The Cloud?  
Taken near Coyote Hills 5/19 - Julie Ballard 
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National Figures To Preach In June And July 
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I’ve been thinking during this Pandemic.  I’ve heard people say “I can’t 
wait to get back to normal.” and “I can’t wait to get back to the way 
things were.”  I haven’t been saying those things. 

I am trying to use this time to address issues in a new way, to try 
some new activities, to decide what I want to see changed in the 
world and in my life.  What do I want to resume and what do I not? 
Here are some of my hopes. 

1. I have been in touch with relatives and friends that I haven’t 
talked to in a long time.  I hope to keep that up. 

2. I have been doing a lot less driving and, obviously, more staying at home, and I have been thinking 
about the climate crisis.  I want to keep walking and riding my bike, which I bought a few weeks 
ago. Not so much driving or flying. It’s better for the atmosphere, and better for me. 

3. JoAnn Fabrics ran out of elastic!  I ordered some from Amazon and waited 5 weeks. When it arrived 
it was not elastic. I finally bought some from a small shop on Etsy.com. It arrived in 3 days. They 
were glad for my business.  They need us. 

4. In the past I rarely wore a mask or carried hand sanitizer.  I’ll keep those on hand now. 

5. I have become more conscious of the elderly and the frail, who are often lonely.  I hope to keep up 
those valuable relationships and appreciate every day with them. 

6. Actually, I am more grateful for all my relationships.  Do I want to go backwards? 

7. Beginning last year when my husband was hospitalized for 4 months, and continuing now through 
the pandemic, I have grown in my appreciation for health care providers and their compassion and 
dedication. What would we do without them?  

8. I have prepared meals with new recipes, and some of them have tasted good!  I hope to keep on. 

9. Last week I sold all my investments in companies providing gas, oil, coal, guns, tobacco, and alco-
hol.  Okay, I didn’t have much, but it still feels great!  I invested some in solar power.   

You get the picture.  You may want to do some thinking about what you want to “go back to” and what 
you want to “go forward with.” It feels really good. 

“Going Back Or Moving Forward?” By Roberta McReynolds 

On June 14, Niles Discovery Church will celebrate “Bravo!” Sunday during 
our 10:00 a.m. Zoom worship service. Bravo! Sunday is an opportunity to 
celebrate our High School graduates and offer them our prayers and bless-
ings as they launch themselves into new adventures. We will also 
acknowledge other graduates as well—those who are finishing college, uni-
versity, graduate school, or certificate programs. If there’s a graduate in 
your family that should be acknowledged, please let Pastor Jeff know, and 
email him the graduate’s photo and information by Monday, June 8. 

Give Our Graduates A “Bravo!”  
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Niles Discovery Church welcomed two new members dur-
ing our worship service on May 17. 

Beth Newell (aka Bee) grew up in Berkeley then finished 
her university degree in psychology, with minors in both 
biology and music, at the University of California, Davis. Her 
real love, however, was (and to some extent still is) horses. After completing her advanced degree, she 
was hired to teach psychology at California State University, Fresno where she was the faculty advisor for 
the Equestrian team. She also trained and rode thoroughbred jumpers in horse shows all over the state. 
Bee was a private airplane pilot for a time. In 1990 she had a serious head injury that left her partially par-
alyzed, but thankfully her language skills and memory remained intact (she quips, “at least for now”). She 
and her husband Terry travel as frequently as possible and have been to all 7 continents as well as have 
lived in Australia and South Africa. After retiring from teaching, she and her husband, Terry, moved to the 
Oregon coast where she played mallet percussion in the Pacific Coast Wind Ensemble. She continues her 
love of music today by conducting two elementary school bands in Fremont. And she is a mom, and the 
very proud grandmother of 11-year-old Patrick. 

Sandra Wong was born in Los Angeles and grew up in a suburb of LA county called Rowland Heights 

where her family still resides. She moved to Livermore in 2003 after getting married to her husband, Ste-

phen, who was working at the Lawrence Livermore National Lab. While in Livermore, she attended First 

Presbyterian Church of Livermore, where our very own Roberta McReynolds was one of the pastors. In 

2008, she and Stephen moved to Oakland to be closer to his job. While in Oakland, she attended Lake 

Merritt Methodist Church. After being tired of the long commutes by BART to Fremont for work, she and 

Stephen decided to move to an apartment in Fremont in 2015 to be closer to her job with the Palo Alto 

Medical Foundation where she has been working as a family medicine physician since 2003. Now Stephen 

has the fun commute to his current job as a patent attorney at the Lawrence Berkeley National Lab. They 

settled down in Niles in 2017, hoping to not move again. As fate would have it, the first person she met at 

Niles Discovery Church on her first Sunday service was Roberta! Sandra knew she had found her new 

church home. 

Welcome New Members 
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The Green Team, a Special Ministry Team of the Ministry of Social 
Concerns, is reconvening with high hopes of making a difference in our 
church and the community. Recently, the Adult Sunday School read and 
discussed Climate Church, Climate World by Jim Antal, a UCC minister. 
He explains that hope includes action. So, that is where we are headed: 
a church of activists (we know what that means as we are active in so 
many ministries). When we convene, we will list what we think our 
priorities are, and present it to Cabinet for review. Then we will be 
calling all activists to take part. Stay tuned! 

Motivation For The Green Team  
By Susie Claxton, Green Team Leader 



Hope you got your drive 
and saw for yourself 

that the world is larger 
than the view 

out your windows, 
flat screens and old 

photographs. 

That’s a beautiful sentence, 
don’t you agree? 

It might be I just wrote you 
a one sentence poem. 

You are welcome. 
I just need to come up 

With a title. 

Perhaps, Now It Is Longer 
Than One Sentence. 

© Cindy Sojourner, April 23, 2020 
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Perhaps,  
Now It’s  
Longer Than  
One Sentence 

All your bottles and 
cans, whether big or 
small, are still needed 
to support our 
congregation’s World 
Vision children. If the 
label says “CA 
Redemption,” you can bring it to church and we’ll 
recycle it, earning a little money. Every bottle or 
can makes a difference.  Aluminum cans are the 
biggest money raiser, but plastic water bottles 
and other drink containers are redeemable also.  
 
During these uncertain times Rich Gallegos is 
doing porch pick-up. If you have questions about 
this project or want to schedule a pick up, please 
speak with Rich or with Judy Zlatnik. 

Bottles And Cans Are Still 
Needed 

Sink Hole  
Gets Attention 

Water and power were shut 

off at the church building on 

May 20 because a sink hole 

developed on Niles Blvd right 

in front of the church. The 

Alameda County Water Dis-

trict and PG&E responded 

and spent most of the day 

making repairs. Since then, 

members of our Ministry of 

Property Team have been in 

the church building to flush 

water lines and to make sure 

everything is functioning.  

Here’s a big “Thank You!” to 

our Ministry of Property 

Team! 
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While we have 
been sheltering in 
place and 

practicing safe social 
distancing during the 

last ten weeks, the Ministry 
of Property has been busy. There are several tasks 
we have taken on while the building is not in full use 
or occupancy. Here is the latest report of what has 
taken place. 

We have a new desk top computer/server in the AV 
room thanks to the collaboration of Matt Espinoza, 
Bill Palleschi, and Chris Demarco with Visioneers. 
The goal of this undertaking was to replace the five 
year old hardware and migrate all applications from 
Windows 7 to Windows 10. It will bring all of the 
software running critical applications, such as the 
card access keys, to the current versions. In 
addition, the new computer/server makes the 
environment accessible from remote locations. In 
the future, this will allow us to contract support as 
needed for problems or to install enhancements as 
needed. Our goal is to be finished with the upgrade 
sometime in mid-June. 

Planning is underway to improve and enhance our 
audio and video capabilities. The goal of the Media 
Streaming Project is to complete the audio capture 
requirements for a service, to record services, and 
to be able to stream recorded services.  This will not 
interfere with the present AV environment provided 
by the present Crestron system. We are planning to 
add microphones for the choir and piano into the 
sound system. In doing that, the audio sounds for 
the choir and piano can be captured into the church 
recording system, including the hearing loop 
system, and can be fed into the Fellowship Hall. This 
project has been a collaboration of John Hollowell, 
Matt Espinoza, Jim Thomas, and Bill Palleschi along 
with a media consultant Byron Miranda with 
AVIMO. The target date to complete this 
undertaking is the beginning of July. 

Cracks became 
visible about 
three years ago 
at five locations 
in the long 
hallway ceiling. 
The vibrations 
from the loaded 
freight trains, 
earth movement, 
or shifting of the 
building may 
have caused 
them. Since 
virtually no one, 
aside from the 
office staff, has been in the building the last ten 
weeks, the Ministry of Property has taken this 
opportunity to repair them. Mark Twist opened the 
ceiling drywall in order to add a ceiling joist, 
installed new drywall and did the finish taping. A 
local painting contractor was hired to paint the 
ceiling and walls, in the existing color. The result of 
this endeavor looks great and very refreshed! 

On Saturday, May 23rd, improvements on our 
church parsonage began. The scope of the work was 
made possible by the generous gifts from Joan 
Parker, Valerie Parker, and John and Sybil Smith. 
Solar panels were designed to meet the needs for a 
family of four, and to charge an electric vehicle. 
Cross Electrical was hired to upgrade the main 
electrical panel and the sub panel, as well as feeding 
to a panel near the patio area for the air 
conditioning compressor. Fairway Heating and 
Plumbing will be installing a hybrid heating and 
cooling system, as well as replacing all the sub-floor 
ducts. These improvements will not only reduce the 
energy use, but also make the home more 
comfortable and more efficient for years to come. 
Hopefully the solar, electrical, and heating/cooling 
work will be completed before the end of this 
month. 

Ministry Of Property Keeps Busy 
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Actors in a play 
That has run its course 
It is time to draw 
The curtains close 

But they cling to their roles 
In full makeup 
Not realizing that the makeup 
Hid cancerous cells  
The curtains close 

The skin must be cleansed 
Before it can heal 
They must accept the science 
Accept it to be real 

Then a sickness came 
And people stayed home 
Their makeup removed 
Their hair grew long 
The nails unpolished 
No one judged that 
They wore the same clothes 

As the healing began 
They discovered that 
All the trappings were 
Not real, not real indeed 
Simple ways rediscovered 
Less was better 
There was no need for greed 

With time they had together 
Families became units 
Connections to friends 
Formed stronger bonds 
Dogs, cats and animals at home 
Became treasured companions 

Without humans going hither and dither 
The earth sighed and was relieved 
Clean air and water returned 
Mountains long hidden under the fog of pollution 
Were sighted from afar 
Waterways littered with debris 
Sparkled clear and fresh 
Animals pushed to their smallest habitats 

Returned 
to roam 
freely   
Without humans going hither and dither 
The cancer is arrested 
The skin began to heal 

But can this newfound realization 
Become a permanent situation 
Or is it fleeting 
That lasts just this one moment 

What happens when 
Restrictions are lifted 
What happens tomorrow 
Will the actors return 
To their tired old roles 
Will they don on their makeup 
And external trappings 

Or will new ways be implemented 
Will new traditions be enacted and humane-ness 
prevail 

Will they be more mindful of everything and every-
one 
Will they understand that every decision is felt 
around the world 
Will people finally realize that they are simply part 
of the whole 

If people do return to their tired old ways 
The healing will stop 
And the cancer return 

© Mellicent Fraticelli, 4/30/20 

Actors in a Play 
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There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. –Galatians 3:28 

Our June Special Offering is for the evangelism 
and church renewal ministries of our two 
denominations. The 
offerings we receive will be 
split between the UCC’s 
“Strengthen the Church” 
offering and the DOC’s 
“Pentecost” offering. You 
can learn more about 
these offerings by visiting www.ucc.org/stc and 
disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/
pentecost. This offering will be officially received on 
Sunday, June 7. 

The United Church of Christ’s Strengthen the 
Church Offering supports the expansion and growth 
of local congregations. This fund helps 
congregations be there in new ways in this changing 
“church” landscape. “Together we grow stronger 
and we can strive to truly experience God’s dream 
of a united and uniting Church amid differences in 
cultures and backgrounds,” the offerings 
promotional materials explain. 

In 2001 the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) embraced a 
bold vision: to start 1,000 new 
churches in 1,000 different ways 
by the year 2020. Through 
generous giving to the Pentecost 
Offering, our denomination has 

welcomed 1,034+ new faith communities into the 
Church. This means the table around which we 
gather has grown in language, diversity, and life 
experience. 

As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to 
give at any time (always make checks payable to 
Niles Discovery Church). You can also give online: go 
to nilesdiscoverychurch.org/give and pick 
“Pentecost/Strengthen the Church” from the 
Special Offering options. Niles Discovery Church 
receives a special offering each month. With that 
many possibilities for special giving, you may need 
to choose which ones are most important to you. 
You can see the schedule of special offerings at 
bit.ly/2020specialoffering. 

Thanks to your generosity, our May special offering 
for S.A.V.E raised  $1,052.50. 

June Special Offering – Experience Unity Among A Diverse Crowd 

Came across this on my walk 
down the Alameda creek near 
Perry Road in Union City 

  Julie Ballard 

Winds Play The Cedars In Sweeps 
Winds play the cedars in sweeps 
Powerful enough to pass through 
Our double-paned picture window view. 
Composers, symphonies, attempt to emulate 
This sound with cello, bass and violins. 
With unpredictable threads 
Leading to crescendos. 
Not the neighbor’s bass drum beating 
Same, same, same, same, same. 
Winds play the cedars in sweeps 
Powerful enough to pass through 
Our double-paned picture window view. 

© Cindy Sojourner, May 15, 2020 
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I am grateful when you land 
On the tip of the rose stem 
With no green leaves again. 
Thank you Orange Dragonfly 
With Four Wings for returning 
When I stand closer than before 
To photograph the brilliant orange 
Of your eyes and needle-sharp body. 
The inner red and blue edged tints 
In your four see-through wings. 
All the lines connecting, forming wings. 
Thank you for landing flat and flattering 
On the wire grid in the empty space 
Between the trellis roses. 
For letting me see you up close. 
Photograph your trembling beauty 
with your friends on this hot afternoon 
With no fear. 
There were lots of your relatives at the lake, 
Being super loud, super fast, super close 
To little me with all my, “Why’s.” 
Family called you sewing bugs. “Why?” 
“Sound like sewing machines, don’t they?” 
Mom hesitated before agreeing, joining in. 
“Be careful,” she added, 
“They will sew your mouth closed.” 
It took the longest time for her to see me. 
Unable to stop running. To keep going. 

 
Unable to stop crying. To breathe. 
Unable to get away. To speak a word. 
She said, “So so sorry.” Cried with me.  
Said she thought she clued me in 
To her only playing along. “So so sorry.” 
She rubbed my head. Wiped my tears away. 
We are all fearfully and wonderfully made, 
Is what the psalmist says, prays, I believe. 

© Cindy Sojourner, May 20, 2020 

Sowing Trust Through The Ages 

The Cabinet decided at their May meeting to cancel the 2020 flea market. They know that many of you 
have been collecting treasures to donate for sale at the church. They hope you can set them aside until 
next year. 

Members of the Cabinet tried to imagine how the donated merchandise could be safely cleaned, dis-
played, and sold – and couldn’t imagine a safe way to do so. Social distancing of the volunteers who set 
up, display, and sell the items did not seem practical. Figuring out how to safely allow shoppers to come 
in, even if the health orders of the County were to allow it, does not seem practical (and at this point vio-
lates the current order). 

The Cabinet knows that canceling the flea market will have a major negative financial impact on the life of 
the church. If you have fundraising ideas that you think can be safely executed, especially ideas that you 
would help lead, please share them with the Cabinet at cabinet@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Flea Market Canceled 
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The first days, denial 
How bad could it be? 
A very bad cold or flu? 
I’ve had those before 
Maybe bronchitis or pneumonia? 
Had those too! 

As science data became available 
More of the unknown is known 
Yet as information is shared 
More questions arise 
What does it all mean? 

The news stream 24/7 
Doctors, nurses, first responders 
On the front line share their stories 
Scientists race to find answers 
Field experts interpret data in layman’s terms 
Government officials all try their best 
To set policies and guidelines 
Some for the greater good 
While others for their own agendas 

How do we, as people, sift through? 
How do we know? 
There are still many questions 
Yet we must move forward 
We cannot isolate forever 
That is unrealistic too! 

Each county and state have their own rules 
Most abide by them, more or less 

Some people have rebelled 
Coming and going as before 

Many wear masks but do not stay 6 feet apart 

Living in my bubble for three months 
Should I call you out when you wear no mask 

on the trail? 
Should I call you out when you pass me within 

inches at the aisle in the store? 
Is it my place to police your activities? 

Should I risk retaliation and your anger? 
 

In the end, we live not alone 
But in a community 

Our decisions have consequences 
Our actions affect others, other lives 

I wear my mask not for me 
I wear my mask for you 

And stay 6 feet apart 
This small act is for you too 

And all those you love and have contact with 

Our decisions have consequences 
Our actions affect others, other lives 

This isn’t about me 
Or you as an individual 

This is about US 
If we are to survive 

We do not live in a bubble 

© Mellicent Fraticelli, 4/30/20 

We Do Not Live In A Bubble 

Pets Sheltering In Place 



Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

36600 Niles Blvd., 

Fremont 94536  

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Niles Discovery  

Church 

The Bell Is First Class 
You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue) by 
receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to http://bit.ly/
NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. Then, please leave 
a phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database 
that you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  
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