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FEBRUARY 
Volume 20  Number 02 

February 2 
“Keeping the  

Covenant Alive”  
John 17:20-24 

February 9 
BSA SCOUTING SUNDAY 
 “By What Authority?”  

Mark 11:27-33 

February 16 
“No, the Bible  

Doesn’t Say That”  
John 20:30-31 

Friday, February 21,  
7:30 p.m.  

(at Temple Beth Torah) 
“How Christians Read 

Their Scriptures”  
Mark 7:1-23 

February 23 
RABBI AVI SCHULMAN 

PREACHING 
 “How Jews Read Their 

Scriptures”  

ASH WEDNESDAY 
February 26, 7:30 p.m. 
A meditative service to 

begin the season of Lent 

 

 

Town Hall Meeting Planned For Feb. 2 

Our Pastors will be leading a Town Hall Meeting on 
February 2, following worship and the conclusion of their 
“Open … Affirming … Alive!” sermon series. The theme of 
the Town Hall Meeting is “Keeping the Covenant Alive.” 
Learn more about it by reading “Jeff’s Jottings” on page 2. 

Niles Discovery Church is pleased to 
welcome singer-songwriter Bobby Jo 
Valentine in concert on Sunday, 
February 2 at 4:00 p.m., as part of a 
celebration of our Open and 
Affirming identity. Tickets are a 
sliding scale of $10-$50, and no one 
will be turned away. 

Bobby Jo is a multi-faceted and 
sought-after speaker, songwriter 
and storyteller who grew up on the 
windy seaside of Northern 
California. He’s been called a 

Singer-Songwriter Bobby Jo Valentine In Concert Feb. 2 

Continued; See “a Celebration Of Our 
Open And Affirming Identity ” page 4 

Enjoy Food And Music At World Interfaith Harmony 

World Interfaith Harmony Day will be celebrated on Saturday, February 1, 2020, 
1:00-4:00 p.m. at Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA, 94536. 
This Tri-City Interfaith Council (TCIC) event is co-sponsored with the Human 
Relations Commissions of Alameda County, Fremont, 
and Union City. It is free and open to the public. Enjoy 
food, music, 12 faith tables, and small group 
conversations facilitated by Jessy Zapanta of the 
Oakland Peace Center. 

Continued; See “World 
Interfaith Harmony 
Celebration” page 3 

Happy 

Valentine’s Day 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 
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What Do We Do With The Bible? 

On February 9, 
we will begin a 
three-part 
sermon series, 
“What Do We 
Do with the 
Bible?”–  
though, depending on how you 
count, it might be a four-part series. 
I’ll be starting the series with a 

sermon titled, “By What 
Authority?” It will focus 
on what the authority of 
scripture is for Progressive 
Christians. Pastor Brenda 
will preach on, “No, the 
Bible Doesn’t Say That,” 
on February 16. 

Then we have a special 
treat. I’ll be preaching at Temple Beth 
Torah at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
February 21, about 
“How Christians Read 
Their Scriptures,” 
and Rabbi Avi 
Schulman will be 
preaching on “How 
Jews Read Their 
Scriptures,” on 
Sunday, February 23 
here at Niles 
Discovery Church. We are hoping we 
get people from both congregations 
at both services. 

February 23 is the final Sunday after 
Epiphany. On Wednesday, February 
26, the season of Lent begins with 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash 
Wednesday 
is the first 
day of Lent, 
the season 

of reflection, prayer, learning, and 
service that leads to Easter. Since 
Easter is the holiest day of the 
church year, this time of 
preparation is spiritually significant. 

Ash Wednesday focuses on 
reminding us of our mortality with 
the words, “Remember you are 

dust and to dust you shall return.” All 
of us are journeying to our deaths. 
All of us are journeying home. Behind 
this reminder is the question, Given 
that we are journeying to our deaths, 
how shall we live? 

We will take this message to the 
street and we will offer simple, 
meditative service in our sanctuary 
on Ash Wednesday. We will offer 
“Ashes to Go” to the clients and 
volunteers at CleanStart (in our 
parking lot that afternoon). Then we 
will move “Ashes to Go” to the Union 

City BART station. Extending the 
blessing and reminder of the 
church to the community on 
the street has been a powerful 
experience for me over the past 
two years. I’m glad our Ministry 
of Spiritual Life Team wants to 
continue this outreach. 

Pastor Brenda will be leading 
our 7:30 p.m. service in the 

sanctuary. It will be simple and 
meditative, and will include music, 
silence, a video for reflection, and 
the imposition of ashes, the ancient 
reminder of 
our mortality. I 
hope you will 
attend this 
service to 
begin your 
Lenten journey. 

Peace,  
Pastor Jeff 

Town Hall Meeting and Concert 

I blame Pastor Brenda. She’s the one 
who has encouraged me to embrace 
sermon series. I’m glad she did. 
Having several weeks to dig deeper 
into a topic and look at it through a 
theological lens has been fruitful for 
me. I have learned more, and I have 
grown spiritually because of this 
practice. I hope you have, too. 

You will be 
receiving 
this just as 
we wrap up 
our four-
part look at 
our Open 
and 
Affirming 
covenant. 
We are concluding this look with a 
renewal of covenant during worship 
on February 2 and a Town Hall 
Meeting to discuss how we can keep 
our covenant alive and invigorated. 
As of the press deadline, the exact 
format of the Town Hall Meeting 
hasn’t been decided (that’s up to 
Pastor Brenda and me), though we 
know what we hope the product of 
the Town Hall Meeting will be:  some 
bold and beautiful ideas of how to 
continue to live into our Open and 
Affirming covenant. 

That afternoon, singer/song writer 
Bobby Jo Valentine will present a 
concert in our sanctuary. I love his 
thoughtful, spirit-infused lyrics and 
folk-influenced music. I’ve heard him 
at several church meetings, locally 
and nationally. I know there’s a 
football game that afternoon. If 
that’s important to you, record it. I 
promise: no football spoilers during 
the concert. 

Jeff’s Jottings 

https://www.bobbyjovalentine.com/
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In 2010 the United Nations established World Interfaith 
Harmony Week “to promote harmony 
between all people regardless of their 
faith.” The Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 
current TCIC president and senior 
pastor of Niles Discovery Church says, 
“TCIC has sponsored events to create 
harmony, understanding, appreciation, 
and respect for all people from all 
faiths and no faiths for over 30 years. At this 
event people may ask questions to gain knowledge 
and appreciation of religious practices and beliefs. They 
can also gain skills for having difficult conversations. 
Our theme is ‘Braving Harmony Across Those Divides’ 
and we’ll focus on the divides that have caused families 
and communities to fall apart. Many people wish they 
knew how to have these conversations effectively, and 
we think this event will help.” 

At the event, people can visit information tables on 
many faith traditions and enjoy food that people bring to 
share. The faiths include Baha'i, Thai Buddhist, Christian 
Science, Episcopal, Muslim, Jewish, Roman Catholic, 
Sikh, Unitarian Universalist, and Protestant. 

Beginning at 1:30 p.m., Jessy Zapanta, Director of 
Programs and Partnerships at the Oakland Peace Center 
and co-founder of Dharma in Motion Sangha at East Bay 
Meditation Center, will teach ways to create a safe space 
for listening, compassion, harmony, and justice making. 
Jessy will offer paths for engaging in conversations that 
allow conflicting perspectives on race, religion, 
homelessness, immigration, gender, sexuality, politics, 
violence, and climate change. There will be time to 

identify and explore communication and conflict styles, 
common ground, and areas to stretch 

and grow. 

Born in the Bay area, Jessy is an 
experienced community builder, 
advocate for youth, and workshop 
facilitator in meditation, 
movement, counseling, and 

community building.  

During a break, there will be time to eat, visit 
information tables, or learn music with guest 
musicians:  Rabbi Tsvi Bar-David, Rashid Patch, 

Soni Kaur, and Manjeev Singh. At 3:30 pm, the closing 
Harmony Celebration will lift up the day’s highlights and 
feature music led by our guest musicians from the 
Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh traditions.  

The public is encouraged to come, whether this is the 
first interfaith experience or their hundredth. 
Participants are encouraged to bring food to share so 
that all may enjoy the rich religious and cultural diversity 
of the Tri-Cities. Children are welcome and need to stay 
with their guardians. 

Moina Shaiq, co-chairperson of this Interfaith Harmony 
Day event and founder of “Meet a Muslim,” says, “I wish 
every community had this kind of event with so many 
faith traditions; we are very fortunate. The world 
wouldn’t be at war if there were more communities like 
ours. We need to keep proving that we can all coexist. 
All major faiths teach us to live in harmony. It’s the 
golden rule: treat others the way you want to be 
treated.” 

World Interfaith Harmony Celebration  Continued from Page 1 

A report on the Annual Budget Meeting, held on Sunday, January 26, 2020, will be 
included in next month’s edition of The Bell. 

Annual Budget Meeting 

The “We Are One” rallies, held on the fourth Thursday of the month, 5:00-6:00 
p.m., at the corner of Paseo Padre and Walnut in Fremont, are still going strong. 
The theme for the February 27 rally hasn’t been announced by the press deadline 

for this edition of The Bell, but it will be included in Sunday announcements once it is set. The “We Are One” rallies 
are sponsored by the Tri-City Interfaith Council, of which Niles Discovery Church is an affiliate. 

We Rally As One 
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hopeful, realist poet and a philosopher for the people. 
His songs are both earthbound and mystical, and speak 
to the gentle, everyday awakenings of 
an openhearted life. 

His artistry crosses the lines of many 
genres, but his thoughtful lyrics and 
catchy melodies reach listeners on all 
paths of life. The authentic, heartfelt 
nature of his songs have won him 
Songwriter of the Year at both the 
West Coast Songwriter’s Association 
and the SoCo Songwriter Competition, 
the Nashville Next Level Songwriter award, and more. 
Bobby’s music has appeared on radio and television, 
including a commercial for the recent Ford Fusion, ABC’s 
morning show The Morning Blend, and the award 
winning film The Groom’s Cake. His songs have received 
airplay from KGO, KRSH, and other radio stations 
nationwide. 

Born into a Baptist church of strict lines and sharp edges, 
and coming out of that culture to discover who he really 
is, Bobby is now a believer in a larger sense, in the wild, 
strange, mystical nature of the world and the beauty 

that can be found underneath almost any tragedy. Faith 
has come to mean something much deeper and more 

generous than where he started. Along with 
theaters, house concerts, and many other 
venues, spiritual faith communities around the 
nation frequently invite Bobby to perform. He 
has performed for The Wild Goose Festival, the 
national Gay Christian Network conference, the 
international Emerge conference, TEDx, the 
Kinship Festival, and UCC General Synod, among 
many others, and is ecstatic any time he can 
invite big questions, challenge easy answers, and 

inspire people closer to love. 

Bobby is a proud supporter of equal rights and 
opportunities for all people. He believes that we’re all in 
this together; that “the arc of the universe is long but 
bends toward justice”; and that real justice means justice 
for everyone. 

This is a great way to introduce your friends, neighbors, 
and family to Niles Discovery Church! Listen to Bobby 
Jo’s latest album on Spotify or Apple Music; watch his 
TEDx talk; and be sure to share our Facebook event 
(j.mp/bjvfeb2) with your friends and family.  

A Celebration Of Our Open And Affirming Identity  Continued from Page 1 

2020 is going to be the most consequential election ever for our climate and the future 
of our planet. As people of faith and conscience, we must speak out on behalf of the 
most vulnerable members of our society and the world, for those who are suffering the 
worst effects of climate change. In pledging to be Faith Climate Voters we are putting 
love into action for every living creature and every vulnerable community suffering the 
devastation of climate change. 

That is why, as part of worship on Sunday, February 9, I will be inviting you to sign a 
“Faith Climate Voter Pledge” and to join me in dedicating our pledges to vote in the March Primaries. The pledges 
will say: 

I pledge to vote with climate and Creation in mind. I am pledging to be a Faith Climate Voter to put love into action 
for every living creature and for every vulnerable community suffering the impacts of our changing climate, from sea 
rise, to extreme heat, to devastating droughts, to raging wildfires, to supercharged storms.  

I believe our nation's elected leaders and public policies should reflect our shared values. By pledging to be a 
consistent voter and vote with climate in mind, I am communicating the values of caring for God's Creation and our 
children's future.  

People who are not eligible to vote can still participate by pledging to get a neighbor to make such a pledge. There 
will be extra Faith Climate Voter Pledge cards to take home and share with your neighbors. 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 

Pledge To Vote: Be A Faith Climate Voter 

https://open.spotify.com/album/435ctKUuYAGcIwrswrZhB1
https://music.apple.com/us/album/temporary-weather/1483406101
https://www.ted.com/talks/bobby_jo_valentine_grandma_yoda_finding_happiness_after_loss
https://www.facebook.com/events/837127210033724/


FEBRUARY Volume 20 Number 02  Page 5 

Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536  (510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Part of our church’s youth ministry program is the coordination and running of Cub Scout Pack 112 and Boy Scout 
Troop 112. We will celebrate that ministry on Sunday, February 9, during “Time with the Children” as part of the wor-
ship service. Members of Pack 112 and Troop 112 are encouraged to wear their uniforms that day. Adults who were, 
once upon a time, Boy Scouts, are encouraged to wear or bring an item of scouting memorabilia. (Girl Scout Sunday 
will be celebrated on March 8.) 

Pack And Troop 112 To Be Recognized On BSA Scouting Sunday 

Pastors’ And Office Schedules 

Because of appointments and meetings, it is difficult for our pastors to have regular, posted office hours. Please call 
your pastor if you would like to make an appointment or to have him/her come by for a 
visit. The office will be closed on February 17 for the Presidents’ Day holiday. Daytime 
Fellowship and the Cabinet will meet as scheduled. 

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday, and his day off is Saturday. His email is 
jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. He will be on Study Leave February 10-16.  

Pastor Brenda is not in the office Thursday-Saturday. Her email is 
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. She will be on Study Leave February 17-23.  

Mikele Kearney’s hours this semester are Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Her email is admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Cecilia Le’s hours this semester are Fridays, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her email is 
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s  
mobile 

510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s  
mobile 

510-828-4107 

There was a tie for the Ministry of Property’s caption contest. Mike Thompson submitted 
both the winning entries: “You wait until I get to the top of the ladder to tell me it’s not 
cordless?” and “What do you mean charging the vacuum is on NEXT month’s agenda?” 

Mike wins a Starbucks card for the first caption and an invitation to join the Ministry of Prop-
erty Team for the second and most insightful caption. 

Thanks to all who participated! 

Ministry Of Property Caption Contest Ends In Tie 

Please be aware that Niles Discovery Church’s Yahoo Group (like all Yahoo Groups) no longer exists. We are now ex-
clusively using our Google Group for group email information disbursement. The group is niles-discovery-
church@googlegroups.com. 

Yahoo No More … 

Our congregation has been contacted by the U.S. Census because they are looking for new employees for several 
positions as the country gears up for and undertakes the every-ten-years count of everyone who is in the country. 
These positions have a $22.50 to $27.50 per hour pay range. Learn more at www.2020census.gov/jobs. 

And even if you aren’t interested in a job, make sure you fill out and encourage your neighbors to fill out the census 
when the time comes. Every person undercounted can cost us over $1000 per year for the next ten years in federal 
moneys allocated based on population. 

US Census Is Hiring 

mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org


Second Saturday Documentary Series 

Film Explores Mental Health Crisis – Silence,  
Shame Worsen Suffering 

Psychiatrist turned filmmaker Kenneth Rosenberg examines a national health cri-
sis in the film Bedlam, which will be shown Saturday, February 8 at 1:30 p.m. as 
part of the Second Saturday Documentary Series at Niles Discovery Church, 36600 

Niles Boulevard (at the corner of Nursery Ave., Fremont). The screening is free and open to the public. 

“For centuries, we, individuals and families living with serious mental illness, have suffered in silence and shame,” 
said Rosenberg. “We can no longer be ashamed, and we can no longer stay silent.” 

An Official Selection in 2019 for the Sundance Film festival, Bedlam follows the emotional stories of people 
fighting severe mental illnesses as they are pushed into the paths of police officers, ER doctors and nurses, law-
yers, and prison guards. 

Haunted by the death of his mentally ill sister, Rosenberg takes us inside Los Angeles County’s overwhelmed and 
under-resourced psychiatric ER, a nearby jail – housing thousands of psychiatric patients – and the homes and 
homeless encampments of people suffering from extreme mental illness. 

This film shines a light on the events that led to the closing of mental institutions from the 1950s to the 1980s and 
left a skeletal mental health support system in its wake. “The mentally ill are falling through the cracks of Ameri-
can society, and landing in jails, sleeping in parks or on sidewalks, or disappearing completely,” said the Rev. 
Jeffrey Spencer, senior pastor at Niles Discovery Church. “All while we wait for a solution from policy makers and 
Big Pharma.” 

Following the film, there will be a discussion moderated by the Rev. Barbara Meyers, a community minister spe-
cializing in mental health. 

The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Community Church and the San Jose Peace and 
Justice Center. Learn more about the series at http://bit.ly/nilesssds. 
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“And don’t forget to do good and share with those in 
need.” – Hebrews 13:16 

The February special offering is for 
Blankets+. This offering goes to 
Church World Service, our ecumenical 
partner in coordinating and providing 

emergency relief globally. Through the Blankets+ offer-
ing, you help provide blankets to people who have been 
displaced from their homes because of natural disaster 
and violence. Some of the offering is used for other 
emergency and development programs of Church World 
Service. This special offering will be officially received on 
Sunday, February 2. 

Imagine your family is forced to leave your home. It’s a 
dark night, and you’ve been walking on dirt roads for 
hours. You stop at a registration center, where you re-
ceive critical supplies to help your family before continu-

ing your journey. Among those supplies are blankets, a 
hot meal, emergency food rations, and hygiene. 

These gifts of hospitality are only possible because con-
gregations like Niles Discovery Church support the CWS 
Blankets+ Program. Last year, congregational gifts from 
around the country provided over 100,000 blankets and 
kits to families impacted by hurricanes, tornadoes, flood-
ing, and other crises (including homelessness and pov-
erty). 

Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each 
month. With so many possibilities for special giving, you 
may need to choose which ones are most important to 
you. 

Thanks to your generosity, our January Special Offering 
to Tri-City Volunteers raised $883.50. 

Special Offering:  Blanket The World With LOVE 

http://bit.ly/nilesssds
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The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month September to June, at 12:15 p.m. in 
the fellowship hall, after the weekly Bible Study. Come for the Bible Study, or just show up for the fellowship and 
dessert (bring your brown bag lunch). Everyone is welcome. 

Daytime Fellowship  

 

To get more out of worship on Sunday morning, join the Monday Morning Bible Study in Room 3 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., whenever you can, to discuss the scripture lessons for the coming week. 

Monday Morning Bible Study 

The Lap Robe Tying Group meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month, January through October, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. This month they will meet on February 26.  Please let Judy Mo-
lander know if you plan to attend. You can also let Judy know if you or someone you care about might benefit from 
receiving one of these lap robes that have all kinds of love tied into them. 

Lap Robe Tying Group  

Join this diverse group that  is supporting each other in this process of reinventing retirement. Meetings 
are on the first and third Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in Room 1.  

Retirement Reinvention Group 
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People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who, Through Non-Violent Methods, Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list:  
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

The families of Maxine Foster, who died on October 
11, and Bill Ball, who died on July 13; 

Diane Harvey’s dear friend Dorothy who is grieving 
the sudden death of her son on September 20; 

Dorothy Kusumoto and her extended family as they 
grieve the death of her mother on September 4; 

Roberta McReynolds and the extended Rucker family 
as they grieve the death of Harold Rucker on 
September 3; 

Sandy Hollands and her family as they grieve the 
death of her husband Jerry Hollands on August 7. 

Marjorie Fremont and her family as they grieve the death 
of Marjorie's brother on January 25; 

The family of Nicky Moss who died on December 23; 

Sharon Yool and her extended family as they grieve the 
death of her brother Harry “Butch” Lewis on December 14; 

Carol Schmidt Mulcahy and her extended family as they 
grieve the death of her husband Jerry Mulcahy on 
December 3; 

Joe Walters and his family as they grieve the death of 
Margie Walters on November 1; 

Bob Monkman and his family as they grieve the death of 
Bob’s father, Vern Monkman on November 1; 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

These people And Their Families Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Conference staff member Joy Davis; 

Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary Thomson; 
Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 

Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie  
Thompson; 

Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 

Katy Wharton's mother; 

Janet Butcher; 

William "Butch" Butcher; 

Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther; 

Carol Easter's daughter, Allison; 

Carol Easter's mother, Barbara. 

Maria Garnica's brother, Victor Garnica; 

Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan; 

Suzy Mahusay's sister, Jo Carroll. 

Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
the sister of a CleanStart client; 
Joy Barnitz’s friend, Polly Baxter; 
Susie Claxton’s sister, Caroline; 
Beth Armstrong’s brother, Ken Rauscher; 
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince; 
B. Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland; 
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s  
co-worker Will; 

Sharon Yool’s daughter,  

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Heidi Benton; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Dan Scheib; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Melvin Pierce; 

Amy Gunnarson’s great-niece Syra; 

Keith Moody 
Ginny August; 
John Hollowell; 
Grace Rankin; 
Denise Church; 
Becky Moreno; 
Isabel Moreno; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Diana Roeding; 
JoAn Parker; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Penn Boyer; 
Cindy Corey; 
Dean Hunter; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Ken Young; 
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The Bell Is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it 
first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you 
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to http://
bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select what 
email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

36600 Niles Blvd., 

Fremont 94536  

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Niles Discovery  

Church 

http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

