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Celebrate The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Celebrate the real legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Saturday, 
January 18, 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. This celebratory and educa- 
tional event will be held at the Fourth Street Lobby of the Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, 150 E. San Fernando St., San Jose. 

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy Committee has been 
organizing celebrations of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday at 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library nearly every year, ever since 
the Library moved to its present location at the corner of San Jose 
State University. 

Our Pastors will be leading a Town Hall Meeting on 
February 2, following worship and the conclusion of 
their sermon series on our Open and Affirming 
Covenant. The theme of the Town Hall Meeting is 
“Keeping the Covenant Alive.” Learn more about it by 
reading “Jeff’s Jottings” on page 2. 

Town Hall Meeting Planned For Feb. 2 

January 5 
Epiphany “That Was  
Worth Waiting For”  

Luke 2:22-38 

January 12  
“Forming Our  

ONA Covenant”  
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

January 19  
“My Journey  

with ‘B’ and ‘T’”  
Isaiah 56:1-8 

January 16 
“What’s in a Pronoun”  

Galatians 3:23-29 

February 2 
“Keeping the  

Covenant Alive”  
John 17:20-24 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

 

Call To Annual Budget Meeting 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual 
Budget Meeting of Niles Discovery Church 
will be held on Sunday, January 26, 2020, 
following worship. Your attendance is 
urgently and prayerfully requested. 

The Annual Financial Report will be 
available in the fellowship hall as soon as 
possible.  
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LGBTQ+, with the “Q” meaning 
“queer” and/or “questioning,” and 
the “+” representing 2S (two spirit 
people), SGL (same-gender-loving 
people), and many others. 

Earlier this past fall, Pastor 
Brenda and I decided that 
it was time to revisit our 
Open and Affirming 
covenant and to think 
about how we’re living it. 
So, that’s what we’re 
going to do, starting 
January 12. The four-part 
sermon series is called 
“Open … Affirming … 
Alive!” It will begin with a look at 
covenant and the history of the Open 
and Affirming movement in both 

denominations. Then 
we will seek a better 
understanding of the 
transgender 
experience. And, 
finally, we will talk 
about how we can 
keep our Open and 
Affirming covenant 

alive. 

This last topic – keeping our ONA* 
covenant alive – will need your input. 
That’s why we’ve scheduled a Town 
Hall Meeting on Sunday, February 2, 
following worship. Pastor Brenda and 
I will lead the Town Hall Meeting to 
gather your input on the topic. 

There is a certain serendipity to the 
timing of this. Bobby Jo Valentine is a 
singer/song writer who lives in the 
greater Bay Area and the Ministry of 
Evangelism Team is sponsoring him 
in concert on Sunday, February 2, at 

4:00 p.m., at the church. 

Bobby Jo was born into a family of 
Baptists, people with a faith he 

describes as having “strict 
lines and sharp edges.” After 
coming out as a gay man, his 
faith shifted to something 
more expansive. He 
describes himself as being “a 
believer in a larger sense, in 
the wild, strange, mystical 
nature of the world and the 
beauty that can be found 
underneath almost any 
tragedy.” Faith has come to 
mean something much 

deeper and more generous than 
where he started. 

Bobby is a proud supporter of equal 
rights and opportunities for all 
people. He believes that we’re all in 
this together; that “the arc of the 
universe is long, but bends toward 
justice;” and that real justice means 
justice for everyone. Bobby’s music 
expresses his spirituality and work 
for justice in a style that has the 
simplicity of folk music and the 
rhythm and melody of pop. 

I hope this concert will be a great 
way for us to 
complete the 
sermon series 
and to launch 
our efforts to 
keep our Open 
and Affirming 
covenant alive. I 
hope to see you there. 

Peace,  
Pastor Jeff 

A bunch of years ago, when First 
Christian Church of Fremont and 
Niles Congregational Church were 
talking about the possibility of 
merging, we held a workshop to 
investigate our compatibility (for lack 
of a better word). We did this by 
looking at each congregation’s 
“cultural norms,” the standards and 
rules our churches lived by. Cultural 
norms are the shared expectations 
and rules that guide the behavior of 
people within a social group and 
typically are not written down. 

I don’t remember exactly how this 
exercise worked. What I remember 
about a decade later was that each 
congregation was crystal clear about 
one aspect of their identity and 
values. Each 
congregation 
had one non-
negotiable norm: 
They each 
identified as 
“Open and 
Affirming.” 

Open and 
Affirming is the label used in both the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
and the United Church of Christ by 
congregations and other 
denominational bodies to identify 
themselves as welcoming of sexual 
minorities (be that because of sexual 
identity and/or gender identity). 
What started out in both 
denominations as a movement to 
welcome gay men and lesbian 
women into the full life of the church 
has expanded over the years into a 
movement of welcome and 
affirmation for an alphabet soup of 
people. “G and L” grew to LGBT 
(adding “bisexual” and “transgender” 
to the list). Now this list has grown to 

Jeff’s Jottings 
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Bobby Jo Valentine 

*While both denominations use the label “Open and Affirming,” they don’t agree on 
the abbreviation. “ONA” is used in the United Church of Christ; “O&A” is used in the 
Disciples of Christ. 
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The Tri-City Interfaith Council will hold a World Interfaith Harmony Day event at Niles Dis-
covery Church on Saturday, February 1 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The theme for this 
year’s gathering is “Braving Harmony Across Those Divides.” 

Because of a double booking, the keynoter that the TCIC organizers had planned on having had to 
cancel. This means that we don’t have all the details to share as of the press deadline. As there have 
been in previous years, there will be tables where a large variety of religious traditions will share information to in-
crease interfaith awareness. People will bring food to share from their religious and/or ethnic heritage. There will be 
live music from several different faith traditions. And there will be a talk and discussions about the theme. 

More information will be shared online and in the Sunday announcement folders as it develops. 

Interfaith Harmony Day Event Scheduled For Saturday, Feb. 1 

You made the kids' activities part of the Toy Party a big success. A big thanks to all of you! I re-
ally have no count of how many children came through our doors, but I would guess around 
150 or 200? Next year maybe someone will need to stand at the door with a counter. 

 

 Santa helpers: Sybil, Amy, and Iris 
 Popcorn poppers: Marilyn, Bob, Melissa, Bill, Julie, Ceci  A big thanks to Melissa for taking charge of the pop-

corn and kitchen! 
 Face painters: Alison, Gracie and Maddi (also a great mopper) 
 Check in and outters: Barbara PK, Riki, Diane, Barbara K and Christina 
 Runners: Bob, Ingert, Marilyn, Maddie, Aiden and Beth R 
 Craft table workers: Maria, B., Kristina, Laura, Tarrah, Amalira, Addie, Arin, Brooke, Blake, Mr. Westendorf 

(sorry I can't remember your first name), Denise, Corina, Charlize, Scarlet, and Susie 
 General helper and chair placer: Jakob 
 Special thanks to kid engagement specialist: Brooke 

Also thanks to MoPs members John, Mark, and Bill for coordinating with TCV so the event could be here.  

Thanks again! 

Thanks To All Santa Elves by Beth Armstrong 

Thanks to: 

After a brief hiatus for November and 
December, the monthly “We Are One” rallies 
held the fourth Thursday of the month on the 
corner of Walnut and Paseo Padre are back in 
action. The theme for the January 23 rally 
hadn’t been announced by the press deadline 
for this edition of The Bell, but it will be 
included in Sunday announcements once it is 
set. The “We Are One” rallies are sponsored 
by the Tri-City Interfaith Council, of which 
Niles Discovery Church is an affiliate. 

Another Month;  
Another Rally … Ken and Kathy Young, who were recently 

married! Though Ken moved to Idaho sev-
eral years ago, he still thinks of Niles Dis-
covery Church as “my church.” 

Congratulations To … 

… Nick Veronin and Cristal 
Romero who were engaged in 
November and to Jack Veronin 
and Meagan Wright who were 
engaged in September. Jack 
and Nick’s parents, Michael 
Veronin and Susie Claxton, are 
happy as can be. Jack Veronin & 

Meagan Wright 
Nick Veronin & 
Cristal Romero  

Ken & Kathy Young 



Second Saturday Documentary Series 

Film Shows The Power Of Restorative Justice  

Award-winning filmmaker Cassidy Friedman explores the journey of one man as 
his personal and professional worlds collide in Circles. The film will be shown Sat-
urday, January 11, at 1:30 p.m. as part of the Second Saturday Documentary Se-
ries at Niles Discovery Church. The screening is free and open to the public. 

Eric Butler, a Hurricane Katrina survivor and pioneer of the restorative justice 
movement, relocates and finds work at an Oakland, California, high school enforc-
ing his no-nonsense approach to counseling vulnerable Black and Latino teenag-
ers.  Shot over two years, the film follows Butler's impassioned efforts to nurture 
troubled youth and keep them in school, fighting racial discrimination by replac-
ing snap suspensions and expulsions with gritty, intimate and honest mentoring. 

But when his own teenage son is arrested and beaten in jail, he begins to ques-
tion his methods and ability—not just as a teacher, but also as a father.  With in-

credible access, Circles is an inspirational portrait of a father desperate to provide his son with the leadership and 
compassion he never received from his own. 

A moderated discussion will follow the screening. 

The second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose Peace and 
Justice Center. Learn more about the series at http://bit.ly.nilesssds.  
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January’s special offering is for Tri-City Volunteers. Tri-City Volunteers runs the largest 
client-direct food bank in southern Alameda County. This group provides emergency 
grocery assistance to almost 6,000 families and serves up to 16,000 individuals through 
their marketplace and bag lunch programs every month. Tri-City Volunteers began in 

1970—started by Mary Hewitt and Grace Draper, members of our predecessor congregations. It has grown from the 
work of community members that believe in the need for food security in the tri-city area. 

This offering will be formally received on Sunday, January 5. As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to give 
at any time (always make checks payable to Niles Discovery Church). You can also give online: go to 
http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/ and click the “donate” button at the top of the page.  

Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each month. With so many opportunities for special giving, you 
may need to choose which ones are most important to you.  

Thanks to your generosity, the December Special Offering raised $1,454 for Homeless Ministries. 

Special Offering 

Census Ambassadors are champions for the Census in their community. They can “adopt their 
block,” host a Census sabbath at their faith organization, coordinate a Family Census Night at 
their school, or provide support at one of the many Questionnaire Assistance Centers 

throughout the County. The current list of Census Ambassadors includes: 28 of the elected officials that represent 
Alameda County, all of the cities, all of the colleges and universities, 52 nonprofits organizations, 9 schools, and 87 
individuals in Alameda County. If you would like to be a Census Ambassador, go to bit.ly/CensusAmbassador. 

County Seeks “Census Ambassadors” 

http://bit.ly.nilesssds
http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
http://bit.ly/CensusAmbassador
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The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month (which is January 20 this month), 
September to June, at 12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, after the weekly Bible Study. Come for the Bible Study, or 
just show up for the fellowship and dessert (bring your brown bag lunch). Sometimes there is a little bit of business 
that needs to be taken care of. The gathering typically ends by 1:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 

Daytime Fellowship  

 

Pastors’ And Office Schedules 

Because of appointments and meetings, it is difficult for our pastors to have regular, 
posted office hours. Please call your pastor if you would like to make an appointment or 
to have him/her come by for a visit. The office will be closed on January 1 and 20 for the 
New Year’s and Martin Luther King holidays. 

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday, and his day off is Saturday. His email is 
jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Pastor Brenda is not in the office Thursday through Saturday. Her email is 
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. Pastor Brenda is on vacation through January 4.  

Mikele Kearney’s hours this semester are Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Her email is admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Cecilia Le’s hours this semester are Fridays, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her email is 
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s  
mobile 

510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s  
mobile 

510-828-4107 

To get more out of worship on Sunday morning, join the Monday Morning Bible Study in Room 3 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., whenever you can, to discuss the scripture lessons for the coming week. 

Monday Morning Bible Study 

The Lap Robe Tying Group meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., in 
the Fellowship Hall. The next meeting will be January 22. Please let Judy Molander know if you would like to attend 
because group members take turns providing lunch. During 2019 the group gave lap robes to 8 members and friends 
of Niles Discovery Church, 7 to Highland Hospital, 19 to Alzheimer’s Service of East Bay, 12 to Veteran’s Hospital Hos-
pice (Palo Alto), 3 to local Veteran’s Hospital, 4 to local hospice, 11 to Mobile Hygiene Unit, and 6 to temporary 
housing (Brown Road).  

Lap Robe Tying Group  

The Retirement Reinvention Group is a community of people seeking to discover how to maximize the 
opportunities that retirement brings. Join this diverse group that has many shared experiences and is 

supporting each other in this process of reinventing retirement. Come gather, celebrate, and enjoy the shared 
community! Meetings are on the first and third Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in Room 1. It is easier to find 
meaning in community than alone! 

Retirement Reinvention Group 

mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who, Through Non-Violent Methods, Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list:  
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

Diane Harvey’s dear friend Dorothy who is grieving 
the sudden death of her son on September 20; 

Dorothy Kusumoto and her extended family as they 
grieve the death of her mother on September 4; 

Roberta McReynolds and the extended Rucker family 
as they grieve the death of Harold Rucker on 
September 3; 

Sandy Hollands and her family as they grieve the 
death of her husband Jerry Hollands on August 7; 

The family and friends of Will Malone who died on 
June 12; 

Sharon Yool and her extended family as they grieve the 
death of her brother Harry “Butch” Lewis on December 14; 

Carol Schmidt Mulcahy and her extended family as they 
grieve the death of her husband Jerry Mulcahy on 
December 3; 

Joe Walters and his family as they grieve the death of 
Margie Walters on November 1; 

Bob Monkman and his family as they grieve the death of 
Bob’s father, Vern Monkman on November 1; 

The families of Maxine Foster, who died on October 11, 
and Bill Ball, who died on July 13; 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

These people And Their Families Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 

Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie  
Thompson; 

Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 

Katy Wharton's mother; 

Janet Butcher; 

William "Butch" Butcher; 

Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther; 

Carol Easter's daughter, Allison; 

Carol Easter's mother, Barbara. 

Maria Garnica's brother, Victor Garnica; 

Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan; 

Suzy Mahusay's sister, Jo Carroll. 

Ken Young; 
Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince; 
B. Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland; 
the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s  
co-worker Will; 

Sharon Yool’s daughter,  

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Heidi Benton; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Dan Scheib; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Melvin Pierce; 

Amy Gunnarson’s great-niece Syra; 

Conference staff member Joy Davis; 

Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary Thomson; 

Ginny August; 
John Hollowell; 
Grace Rankin; 
Denise Church; 
Becky Moreno; 
Isabel Moreno; 
Sharon Yool; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Diana Roeding; 
JoAn Parker; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Penn Boyer; 
Cindy Corey; 
Dean Hunter; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
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The Bell Is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it 
first class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you 
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to http://
bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select what 
email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

36600 Niles Blvd., 

Fremont 94536  

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

 

Niles Discovery  

Church 

http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

