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UPCOMING WORSHIP 

November 3  
All Saints Sunday  

and Pledge Sunday 

November 10  
“Tree and Social Climbers”  

Luke 19:1-10 

November 17  
“Debtors, Trespassers,  

and Sinners”  
Matthew 6:5-15 

November 24  
“Beginning with  
the Benediction”  
Matthew 5:1-12 
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Set your clocks back one hour before 
you go to bed on Saturday, November 3. 
If you don’t, you may end up at church 
before anyone else. 

It started with a poster. It’s 
expanded into an entire 
week of events showing 
that the Bay Area is Unit-
ed Against Hate. 

In the fall of 2017, when 
members of white supremacist groups 
began a campaign to hold rallies in 
Berkeley and Oakland, California, a 

Sunday, November 3, will be filled with memories, commit-
ment, and yummy food.  

Memories 

It is All Saints Sunday and, once again, we will have space in our 
sanctuary for you to place photos of your beloved dead. If you want to 

include a photo, please arrive early (around 9:45 a.m.) and look for a member of the 
Ministry of Spiritual Life Team to help you find a place for your photo. 

Commitment 

During the worship service, we will present our pledges of financial support for the 
mission and ministry of our church in 2020. If you didn’t receive a pledge form in the 
mail, please go to https://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/apps/
Pledge_Campaign.php to pledge online or (at the bottom of that page) you can print 
out a pledge form to bring with you. 

Five Events Planned To Show 
The Tri-Cities Are  

“United Against Hate” 

Continued; See “Memories, 
Commitment, and Yummy Food” page 4 
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Our Devoted to Generosity pledge 
campaign wraps up on November 
3, Pledge Sunday. Join us for a 
blessing-filled worship service and 
a baked potato bar lunch following 
worship (see story, 
page 1). 

You’ve heard me 
talk (as one of 
your pastors) 
about the spiritual 
discipline of generosi-
ty, about the value sharing 
brings to the spiritual jour-
ney. This column is much more 
practical. This column isn’t about 
deciding how much you’re going to 
share; it’s about deciding how 
you’re going to share. 

The simplest way to give money to 
the church is write a check and 
drop it in the offering plate during 
a worship service. This was a prac-
tice I had for many years. I would 
receive my paycheck; I’d deposit it; 
and the first check I would write 
would be to the church. Then I 
would write the other checks that 
were needed to pay my bills. 

Then I started paying bills online 
through my bank. Rather than me 
writing the check, I go online to my 
credit union’s website and pay my 
bills. I simply created an account 
for the church (just like I did for 
PG&E) and scheduled the bank to 
automatically write and mail a 
check to the church. If you do 
online bill paying through your 
bank or credit union, you can do 
this, too. 

Another option is to give online. If 
you go to our church’s website 
(www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org), 

you’ll see a donate button as an 
option among the menus at the top 
of the page. Click this and you’ll 
end up on a secure site (run by 
Vanco) where you can make a gift 
toward your pledge, a special offer-
ing, our Scouts campership fund, 

our memorial fund, 
and/or some other op-
tion. You can even set 

this up as a recurring 
gift. When you set up your 

profile, you can have the gift 
charged to a credit or debit card. 

This interface isn’t very easy to use 
on a smart phone, so our Finance 
Committee is investigating con-
tracting with an app service. We’re 
looking for one that has good secu-
rity, a friendly user experience, and 
minimal fees for the church. Once a 
selection is made, we’ll start adver-
tising it here in The Bell and in wor-
ship announcement folders. 

For the past two years, I’ve paid my 
pledge differently. I have some 
stock that has significantly in-
creased in value. I could sell that 
stock and use the money to pay my 
pledge to the church. The thing is, 
I’d also have to pay the capital 
gains tax on the sale of that stock. 
So instead, I have my broker trans-
fer the stock to the church’s bro-
kerage account at United Church 
Funds. The church sells the stock at 
market value, and, because I didn’t 
sell it (the church did), I don’t have 
to pay any capital gains tax. I also 
get a charitable contribution credit 
for the market value of the stock. 

If you want to do something like 
this, you need to start by talking 
with Barbara P. King, our church 
Treasurer. She will give you the 
instructions to give to your broker 

and she’ll notify the church’s bro-
ker to look for the transfer of stock. 

If you invested in an IRA and you 
are over a certain age (I think it’s 
currently 70½), you are required to 
make a minimal distribution from 
the IRA. Instead of withdrawing the 
money from the IRA yourself, you 
can do a transfer like I described 
with stock and have that count to-
ward your minimum distribution. 
The details may be a bit trickier, 
but the concept is the same: you 
get to support the church and 
avoid some taxes. Again, start by 
talking with Barbara if you want to 
do this (or learn more about it). 

Finally, I’d be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the importance of planning for 
the support of the church after you 
die. I know that sounds strange to 
read; it was a strange sentence to 
type. It is, nonetheless, an im-
portant thing to consider as you do 
estate planning. Whether you have 
a will or a trust, you can include 
instructions about supporting the 
church after you die. This typically 
is a lump sum given to the church, 
often for the endowment fund, 
though there are other ways to 
structure this. Talk with your attor-
ney to figure out what options are 
best for you and your family. 
There’s a story on page 6 about 
how one family’s estate planning 
led to the 
solar array 
on the 
sanctuary 
roof (and a 
negative 
electric bill 
this year). 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 
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Unite Against Hate 

On Monday, November 18, from 
7:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m., 
there will be a 
candlelight vigil 
at St. James’ 
Episcopal 
Church, 37051 Cabrillo Terrace, 
Fremont. Co-sponsored by St. 
James’ Church and Abode Services, 
the vigil will be a time to reflect on 
lives impacted by homelessness and 
to remember by name those who 
have died on the streets. Canned 
food and non-perishable items will 
be collected for distribution by 
Abode Services. 

Transgender 
Day of Remem-
brance is 
Wednesday, 
November 20, 

and at 7:00 p.m., a gathering in soli-
darity with the Trans community will 
be held at Cole Hall on the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church/Mission Peak 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
(MPUUC) campus, 2950 Washington 
Blvd., Fremont. Co-sponsored by 
MPUUC, this will be a time to honor 
and grieve the transgender people 
who have died at the hands of oth-

ers in the past year. Remembrances 
will be given to attendees to help 
them reminisce about and respect 
the people whose lives who were 
cut short by violence. 

There will be 
two events on 
Saturday, No-
vember 23. 
From 10:00 a.m. 
to noon, TCIC and Compassionate 
Fremont will hold “Tea and Conver-
sation” at St. Anne’s Episcopal 
Church, 2791 Driscoll Rd., Fremont. 
In a directed process, people will be 
invited to pair up with someone 
they don’t know from a faith tradi-
tion different from their own and 
have a conversation over a cup of 
tea. Through this process, barriers 
will be broken down and friendship 
may be formed. Participants are 
asked to stay for the entire time. 

That afternoon at 
4:00 p.m., the East 
Bay People’s Choir 
will present a free 
concert at Irvington 

Presbyterian Church, 4181 Irvington 
Ave., Fremont. The East Bay Peo-
ple’s Choir is a non-auditioned, open 
ensemble for people of all ages, 

backgrounds, and skill levels. The 
concert will present music that is 
hopeful, multicultural, and beautiful. 

The final event, 
sponsored by 
the Tri-City In-
terfaith Coun-
cil, falls after 
the official seven days of Bay Area 
United Against Hate Week. It is the 
58th annual Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service. It will be held on Monday, 
November 25, at 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, 43148 Mis-
sion Blvd., Fremont. With readings 
from sacred texts, prayers, songs, 
and even dance, everyone from the 
Tri-Cities is invited to a time of grati-
tude for and celebration of the di-
verse faith traditions represented 
that night. A free-will offering will be 
received at this event to help under-
write the justice work of the Tri-City 
Interfaith Council. Read more details 
about this service on page 5. 

You can learn more about Bay Area 
United Against Hate week at 
unitedagainsthateweek.org. You 
can learn more about the Tri-City 
Interfaith Council at tcicoun-
cil.weebly.com. 

Continued from Page 1 

group of community leaders came up with a way to make a statement that neo-Nazis, their hatred and their ideas 
were not welcome in the East Bay. Posters were produced proclaiming, “Berkeley Stands United Against Hate” and 
“Oakland Stands United Against Hate.” 

The poster movement grew in many more communities around the Bay Area, including Fremont, where two grass-
roots organizations, Compassionate Fremont and the Tri-City Interfaith Council, worked with the City of Fremont to 
get similar posters printed and distributed. 

In 2018, an entire November week was dedicated to activities to show that the “Bay Area Stands United Against 
Hate.” 

This year, November 17 through November 23 has been designated United Against Hate Week, and Compassionate 
Fremont and the Tri-City Interfaith Council (with various co-sponsors) are organizing five free events to which the 
public is invited. Each event shows that our community stands united against hate as we grow and learn more 
about each other. 

https://unitedagainsthateweek.org/
https://tcicouncil.weebly.com/
https://tcicouncil.weebly.com/
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Memories,  
Commitment,  

and Yummy Food! 

Food 

And finally (to get to the 
first headline), there will 
be a baked potato bar 
luncheon following wor-
ship. A handful of people 
are baking potatoes and 
bringing all kinds of pota-
to “stuffings” and a green 
salad for our enjoyment! 
“We’re baking about 100 
potatoes,” Val Parker 
said, “so we really hope 
people will show up!” 

Continued from Page 1 

Hello,  
All  

Potential  
Santa’s 

Elves  

The Toy Par-
ty for Tri City Volunteers 
has been scheduled for 
Saturday, December 21, 
2019, from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. Where and 
exactly what is still under 
discussion, but we will be 
involved. Stay tuned for 
further details!  

I recently met someone named Sid. On 
the day we met, if I’d had to take a guess 
at Sid’s gender based on appearance, I 
would have assumed Sid was male, and 
used the male pronouns he, him, or his. 
But I would have 
been wrong; Sid 
identifies as non-
binary, and prefers 
the pronouns they, 
them, or theirs. 
Even though it feels 
very awkward for 
this former English 
teacher to use the 
plural pronoun they 
to refer to a single 
person, I use it with 
my new friend Sid because it shows 
them that I respect them and care about 
their humanity. I might make a mistake 
once in a while, but Sid’s okay with that, 
as long as I acknowledge my mistake and 
try harder next time. 

At Niles Discovery Church, we are proud 
of our Open and Affirming (ONA) 
identity; we strive to welcome and 
include all people without regard to 
sexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expression. One way we can do 
that its by being mindful of the pronouns 
that people prefer, even if it seems 
awkward or ungrammatical. Because 
English has no non-gender-specific 
singular pronoun, using “they” is the 

best option we have right now. It’s also 
becoming more common and accepted; 
this year, Merriam Webster has added 
the following definition to the word they 
in the dictionary: “used to refer to a 

single person whose 
gender identity is 
nonbinary.” 

Pastor Jeff and I have 
decided it’s time to 
revisit our ONA 
identity and what it 
means for us today to 
live more fully into it. 
We’ll be doing a three
-part sermon series 
on this theme in 

January, and we hope you’ll join us then 
in exploring the topic in more depth. 

In the meantime, I’ve added my 
preferred pronouns to my church 
nametag and email signature. If you’d 
like a new nametag with your preferred 
pronouns, please let us know by marking 
it on a green sheet. If you’d like an even 
more thorough discussion of the 
respectful use of pronouns, I invite you 
to peruse this 
website: 
www.mypronouns.org/. 

Peace, 
Pastor Brenda 

He, She, Or They? 

A Special Thank-You 

A big thank you to everyone who donated so generously to 
purchase a 5 x 5 storage shed for the supplies for the Clean-
Start mobile hygiene unit, and to Mark Twist for installing the 
foundation pad. The shed will hold assorted containers of 
clothing, canned foods and other items to serve the clients 

who come to shower and wash their clothes on Wednesdays and Fridays. Thanks to 
you, the project is off to a good start at Niles Discovery Church.  

mypronouns.org/
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The 58th Annual Tri-City Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service will be held on 
Monday, November 25, 7:30 p.m., 
at St Joseph Catholic Church, 43148 
Mission Blvd, Fremont. The 
program is sponsored by the Tri-
City Interfaith Council 
(TCIC). This year's 
theme, “Growing In 
Unity,” focuses on 
hurdles we face as a 
society to being 
truly united and the 
ways we can 
overcome those 
hurdles.  

TCIC President, the Rev. Jeffrey 
Spencer, senior pastor at Niles 
Discovery Church, will share a 
reflection during the service. 

The liturgical fabric of the service is 
rich in readings from sacred text, 
prayers, songs, traditional 
costumes, dances, and music from 
many of the various faith and 
spiritual traditions represented in 

the Tri-Cities. The importance of 
passing the sacred tradition to the 
next generation is highlighted at 
the conclusion of the service when 
a symbol is passed from an adult to 
a younger member of many of the 

Tri-City’s faith 
communities. 

Parents are 
encouraged to 
bring children and 
youth for this 
inspiring and 
educational 

program. The Thanksgiving service 
provides a unique opportunity to 
become acquainted with the varied 
cultural and religious traditions that 
are such an important part of our 
community. A reception follows the 
service. 

Attendees are invited to bring 
refreshments for a time of 
fellowship after the service. A 
financial offering will be received to 
underwrite an expansion of the 

justice ministries of the TCIC. 

Since 1962, when three Protestant 
Christian churches gathered for 
Thanksgiving worship, this holiday 
service has evolved to reflect 
dramatic historical changes and 
diversity in the Bay Area. Vatican II 
encouraged interfaith dialogue 
between Catholics, Protestants, and 
the Jewish community. Then in the 
late 1980s representatives from 
other faith traditions joined in the 
celebration. Now, it is common to 
have people representing the 
Hindu, Muslim, Ohlone Indian, 
Unitarian Universalist, Sikh, Baha’i, 
and Buddhist communities share in 
the Thanksgiving Service. 

For the second year, this interfaith 
service concludes the Bay Area 
United Against Hate Week, a 
movement supported by 
governments and non-
governmental organizations around 
the Bay Area in November.  

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service Focuses On “Growing In Unity” 

Join The Parade 
The Niles Festival of Lights Parade will take place at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, November 29, 2019. The Ministry of 
Evangelism has entered Niles Discovery Church (NDC) in the parade.  This is your chance to have a lot of fun while 
reaching out to the community to let them see who we are. Our purpose is to focus on issues of food insecurity 
and how we are helping. 

Many volunteers are needed to make this outreach successful. Here are the ways that you can help:  

 Decorate the grocery carts.  (Thanks to Tri-City Volunteers for letting us 

use their carts) 

 Develop a dance or march routine for the carts. 

 Develop signs, posters and flyers for the parade and for publicity. The 

Sunday school children are making some posters.  

 Volunteer to be part of the parade. 

 
Whether you are a participant or viewer, please wear your NDC shirt or t-shirt to the parade and please contact 
Jim Thomas (jim@nilesdiscoverychurch.org)  to let us know how you are going to help.  
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Photo Directory Coming Soon 

We are getting a new photo directory … if you sign up for photos. Lifetouch (the 
company producing the directory) will be in the fellowship hall on November 8 
from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and November 9 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to take 
family photos. Plan on an hour for your professional photography session. 

Come prepared for your session and show the real you! To tell your story, 
Lifetouch likes to photograph families and individuals with meaningful items such 
as special keepsakes, sports equipment, musical instruments, and more.  

Please visit  https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b2t0q62q/ to book your session or see Mikele 
Kearney during fellowship hour on Sundays to sign up in person.  

Your purchases also give back. Lifetouch is owned by Shutterfly. They have given us the opportunity to partner with 
them and open a store front, where Niles Discovery is able to earn 8% of all sales made through the following link: 
http://nilesdiscoverychurch.shutterflystorefront.com/. As we come to the holiday season, this would be a great 
place to get photo cards—with your new family portraits, of course. 
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Thinking About Legacies  
As we sit or work together on a hot 
summer day in Niles Discovery Church, 
the legacy given to us by Mary Alice 
and Bill van Doorn provides a cool and 
non-polluting environment. This all 
began when Bill and Mary Alice 
decided to leave a legacy gift in their 
will to the church they loved and 
served. They bequeathed $25,000, which became the 
seed money for our solar system. 

Giving a legacy gift is like planting a tree to shade future 
generations – a gift of gratitude to a church family that 
enriched the years of your life spent together. The 

Finance Committee is committed to the current and 
future ability of the Niles Discovery Church to be the 
place where everyone is welcome to experience God’s 
love, and so we invite you to consider a legacy gift, small 
or large, when you make your end-of-life plans. 

You might choose to leave a gift to the Memorial Fund as 
the van Doorns did, or you could choose either the 
Outreach Endowment Fund, the General Endowment 
Fund, or the General Fund.  If you choose to leave a 
legacy gift, or have already done so, please let the 
Finance Team know so we can add your name to the 
Niles Discovery Church Legacy Donor List that we are 
creating.  If you wish to remain anonymous, please let us 

CleanStart Mobile Hygiene Unit’s First Month Is A Success! 

You Can Help Keep It Going 

The CleanStart mobile hygiene unit is operating at Niles Discovery Church from 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. As many as a dozen unhoused clients are taking 
advantage of the showers and laundry facilities offered each afternoon. Volunteers are needed 

to help make this program run. Here are some ways you can help. 

If you are at the church on those days, please park on the Niles Blvd. side of the parking lot to allow the truck space 
to set-up on the railroad tracks side of the parking lot. 

Volunteers are needed to sign-in the clients who come to use the shower and laundry services. If you are interested 
or want more information, please send an email to SpecialProjects@cityserve.org. 

The Homelessness Study Group is also coordinating auxiliary services in conjunction with the CleanStart mobile 
hygiene unit. They are looking for volunteers to provide services and/or personal items for the homeless clients who 
come to the mobile hygiene unit. If you are able to help, please contact Jim Thomas 
(james@nilesdiscoverychurch.org; 510-284-7632), or visit nilesdiscoverychurch.org/homelesshelp for more 
information. 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b2t0q62q/
http://nilesdiscoverychurch.shutterflystorefront.com/
mailto:SpecialProjects@cityserve.org
mailto:james@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/homelesshelp
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Every two years, our denominations hold a General gathering of delegates and 
visitors. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ’s) gathering is called “General 
Assembly.” The dates for the upcoming Assemblies are listed above – so you can put 
them on your calendars now. 

Heifer Special Offering Funds Allocated 

On October 20, 2019 the NDC Sunday School kids 
decided how to allocate the $1123.00 from the 
September Special Offering for Heifer International, as well as a donation of 
$2168.00 made in memory of Ellen Levine. The following results were presented to 
the congregation near the end of worship: 

1 Water Buffalo 

2 Water Pumps 

3 Schools of Fish 

2 Alpaca (mating pair) 

2 Flocks of Ducks 

1 Send a Girl to School 
(Women Empowerment) 

1 Community Animal 

1 Sheep 

2 Gifts of Trees 

1 Heifer 

1 Gifts of Bees 

2 Flocks of Hope 

3 Stove Shares 

1 Pig 

4 Hope Baskets 

1 Goat 

3 Flocks of Chicks 

1 Gardener’s Basket 

Our chartered Cub Scout Pack is participating in its annual 
community service project on Saturday, November 16. They 

will be collecting food and clothing from the local Niles 
neighborhoods and bringing it here to the church parking lot 
to sort before taking it to its final destination. All the 
donations go to local food banks and charities. 

The cub scouts are looking for non-perishable foods (no glass 
please) and gently-used clothing items. If you would like to 

embody the sixth point of the Scout Law, “A scout is kind,” by dropping off a 
donation, the scouts will be in the main parking lot from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; you 
may also participate in the virtual food drive by visiting www.Vfd-accfb.org/
shopforfood.aspx instead.  

Scouting For Food, Scouting For The Community  

Inquirers 
Class Offered 

If you have been consid-
ering formally uniting 
with the church or if you 
just want more infor-
mation about the church, 
please come to an Inquir-
ers Class. The next class 
will be offered on Sun-
day, November 17, fol-
lowing worship, in Room 
3. Please get a cup of 
coffee and some snacks 
and then join one of our 
pastors for discussion 
and to get some answers 
to your questions about 
our church. 

Pretty As A Picture 

From time to time, mem-
bers of the church take 
pictures during various 
church events. And 
sometimes those pictures 
are posted on our Face-
book page. But you may 
not want your picture 
used, so you should know 
about our church’s policy 
on using pictures. If you 
don’t want your picture 
used online, you can opt 
out. Just go to http://
j.mp/ndcdnp, print and 
fill out the form, and 
send it the church office – 
or you can call the church 
office to have a form 
mailed to you. 
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Change  
Of  

Address 

Niles Discovery Church 
has closed its Post Office 
Box and is only receiving 
mail at the church build-
ing. Please make sure all 
correspondence 
(including automatic 
pledge payments from 
your bank) goes to the 
street address: 36600 
Niles Blvd., Fremont 
94536. Thank you. 

Connectors: Currently, Pastor Brenda is doing almost all the follow-up with people 
who worship with us for the first time, helping them connect with the church more 
deeply. She would love to share this work with others. If you would like to learn 
more about this ministry, contact her. 

Postering Crew: The idea is to have a small group of people who each has a hand-
ful of neighborhood shops and bulletin boards where they will put up flyers for 
events at Niles Discovery Church as they become available. Contact Pastor Jeff if 
you would like to be on this Crew. 

Bulletin Production: Each week, the announcement folders, and the large-print, 
regular print, and choir orders of worship need to be put together. This typically 
happens in the late morning on Wednesdays. If you would like to be one of the 

people who our Office Administrator calls on to do this, please contact Mikele (admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org). 

Ushering:  We need four ushers on any given Sunday for the worship service – preparing the worship space, greeting 
worshipers, handing out bulletins, receiving the offerings, tidying up the worship space – so if you would like to help 
out, please contact Val Parker (nursval@sbcglobal.net) for job details and to get into the rotation. 

Communion Servers:  Help extend the welcome to God’s table of grace by helping serve communion – passing the 
bread and cup when communion is served to the congregation in their chairs or by holding the bread or cup when 
communion is served by intinction.  If you’d like to help out in this ministry or just to learn more about what it en-
tails, contact Val Parker. 

Ministry Team and Committee Membership: There are six Standing Ministry Teams that coordinate the essential 
work of the church (Spiritual Life, Christian Education, Property, Evangelism, Hospitality and Fellowship, and Social 
Concerns). There are also several committees and Special Ministry Teams (Liturgical Arts and the Green Team). Con-
tact the chair/coordinator of the Team/Committee you’re interested in serving with for more information. 

Ministry Opportunities Of The Month 

The Niles Discovery Church holiday food 
drive began as a continuation of the 
Niles Congregational Church Turkey 
Drive, collecting funds for turkeys dis-
tributed by Tri-City Volunteers (TCV). 
When the number of clients grew too 
large for TCV to continue turkey distri-
bution, the Ministry of Social Concerns 
decided to adopt Laguna Commons resi-
dents.  Located in Irvington, Laguna 
Commons is Abode’s most recent 
affordable housing project and one of 
the first Mobile Pantry sites staffed by 

Niles Discovery Church.  

The residents represent a diversity of 
ethnicities and religions. Your generosi-
ty makes possible the purchase of gift 
cards to enable residents to select their 
own holiday menu items from the Ir-
vington Safeway near their apartments.  
Each year we receive many warm 
"Thank Yous" for your thoughtfulness 
and generosity. We are hoping to make 
the holidays even brighter for Laguna 
Commons families this year.  

Holiday Food Drive Kicks Off Sunday, November 3 

+ = 

mailto:nursval@sbcglobal.net
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Two Ways You May Be Able To Save On Your Income Tax Bill 

1. Consider making a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD):  If you are over 70 ½ 
and have an IRA, you must take the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from 
your IRA each year.  You may save on taxes by having the RMD made directly to a 

qualifying charity – such as Niles Discovery Church.  The withdrawn funds will not be 
included in your taxable income.  Consult with your IRA account administrator on how to make the 

donation. 

Donors who hold their retirement accounts in 403(b), 401(k), or other retirement accounts may consider the 
benefits of transferring all or a portion of those accounts to an IRA.  Currently, IRAs are the only type of tax-
deferred retirement accounts eligible for QCDs.  If you are considering moving retirement plan assets to an IRA 
account, confirm the administrator’s willingness to facilitate gifts to charity or QCDs.  We are told that most are! 

2. Gifting securities:  If you own marketable securities that have increased in value, and have held them for more 
than one year, you are likely to receive additional tax benefits when you use those appreciated long-term assets 
for your charitable giving.  If you itemize deductions, you can deduct the full market value of the security, not 
just the amount you paid.  The capital gains tax you would have paid if you sold the asset and donated the 
proceeds of the sale is avoided when the securities are donated directly to a charity.  This opportunity is 
available to both itemizers and non-itemizers. 

Please consult your tax advisor. 

John Pavlovitz Live! 

Join First Christian Church of Vallejo (1035 Indiana Street, 
Vallejo, 94590) as they host writer, pastor, and activist John 
Pavlovitz for a weekend of inspiration, encouragement, and 
storytelling: 

Friday, November 15 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. speaking 
event: “Blessed are the Damn-Givers” with special introduc-
tion by Rev. LaTaunya Bynum – $25 

Saturday, November 16 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. work-
shop: “Avoiding Compassion Fatigue” – $40 

The tickets are available on www.vallejochristian.org. 

John will share reflections from his books A Bigger Table and 
Hope and Other Superpowers, and from his 23-year journey 
as a progressive pastor. You’ll leave with a sense of hope and 
a renewed clarity on how to be the kind of people the world 
needs right now! 

To learn more about John, check out his blog “Stuff That 
Needs to be Said” at www.johnpavlovitz.com. 

Violent Intruder Class 

Prepare for mass violence in a public space on Sunday, No-
vember 10 from 12:15 p.m. to 1:45 p.m. at St. James' Church, 
37051 Cabrillo Terrace (off Thornton), Fremont. Please RSVP 
– 510-797-1492 or admin@saintj.com. 

Safe Zone Training 

Sponsored by the AAUW, Alameda County Library, and 
Ohlone College, this meeting offers a safe place to learn and 
talk about gender and sexual diversity. The featured speaker 
is Brenda Ahntholz, Ohlone College professor. This event is 
free and open to the public. Tuesday, November 5, at the 
Fremont Main Library from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are invited to submit short notic-
es that may be of interest to the rest of the congregation. Note, no commercial 
notices or partisan political announcements are allowed (to keep us from running 
afoul of regulations). Niles Discovery Church makes no representations or en-
dorsements about the events or services listed. 

Community Bulletin Board 

http://www.vallejochristian.org
http://www.johnpavlovitz.com
mailto:admin@saintj.com
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Second Saturday Documentary Series 

Documentary Takes Us Back  
To Our Favorite Neighborhood 

by Mark McConville 

I’m always a little skittish when approaching the biography of an icon. I keep waiting for the usual unleashing of 
clay-footed skeletons from the closet. It’s difficult for me to watch, let alone enjoy old movies starring  
Joan Crawford or Bing Crosby after reading the tell-all tattles from their children. That’s why my unspoken prayer 
as I regarded Tremolo Productions’ Won’t You Be My Neighbor was, “Please don’t let it turn out that Fred Rogers 
was really somebody awful.” I can report with relief that Mr. Rogers seems to have really been as nice as I re-
membered him from his show, and a good deal more complicated and profound than I noticed at the time. 

Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose Peace & Justice Center present this delightful documentary on Saturday, 
November 9, at 1:30 p.m. at 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont. The screening is free and followed by a discussion. 

The documentary isn’t delightful because director Morgan Neville pulls punches.  Neville interviews dozens of 
people who worked with Rogers, starting with his earliest foray into children’s programming – The Children's Cor-
ner at WQED Pittsburgh. Here Rogers acquired a long-term friendship with a child psychologist who ended up 
collaborating with him, developed his laid back and curious-about-everything performing style, and learned an 
appreciation for puppets and storytelling. By the time Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood debuted in 1966, it had become 
what it remained: a happy and comfortable place that generations of children visited as often as they could. 

Unlike Sesame Street, which focused on cognitive development, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood was about feeling, 
developing a sense of the value of one’s self, and ethics. Rogers was something of a radical for his time. When 
civil rights activists took on the issue of “whites-only” swimming pools, Rogers responded to the controversy 
with a skit in which he cools his feet in a wading pool on a hot day and invites “Officer Clemmons,” the Neighbor-
hood’s African American police officer, to join him. When Clemmons demurs because he didn't bring a towel, 
Rogers says, “You can use mine,” and ends up drying Clemmons’ feet for him.  

This screening is part of the Second Saturday Documentary Series, a program co-sponsored by the Niles Discov-
ery Church and the San Jose Peace and Justice Center. Learn more about the series at bit.ly/nilesssds. 

The November special offering will be used to 
support the ministry of Puente de la Costa 
Sur, a community resource center serving 
migrant agricultural workers and their 
families in the San Mateo County’s South 
Coast communities of Pescadero, La Hon-
da, Loma Mar, and San Gregorio.  

Puente advocates for these communities by leveraging 
resources, fostering economic prosperity and security, 
and promoting individual and community health and 
wellness. You can learn more at http://mypuente.org. or 
by checking out the Ministry of Social Concerns bulletin 
board in the hallway. 

The offering will be formally received on Sunday, No-
vember 3. As with all our special offerings, you are wel-

come to give at any time (always make checks 
payable to Niles Discovery Church).   

Niles Discovery Church receives a special 
offering each month. With that many pos-
sibilities for special giving, you may need to 

choose which ones are most important to you. You can 
see the schedule of special offerings on the church’s 
website, or call the church office and we will mail you 
one. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed generously to 
the October special offering, for our two justice-related 
denominational ingatherings, the United Church of 
Christ’s Neighbors in Need Offering and the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ)’s Reconciliation Offering. 

Special Offerings – Donate To Help A Diverse Population Accomplish Community Dreams 



Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any PPRC 
member –Cindy Sojourner, Judy Molander, Ingert Svaert, John Zlatnik, Ken Rasler, and Pas-
tor Jeff and Pastor Brenda – if you have a concern about the life of the church that you 
want to explore. If you have a church relationship that’s hurting and want some assistance 
in healing it, speak to one of them. 
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Lap Robe Tying Group  

The lap robe tying group will not meet on November 27 (the day before Thanksgiving), but we will meet 
on Wednesday, December 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  As always, please let Judy Molander know if you 
plan to attend as lunch is provided. If you want one of the lap robes (great price: free!) let one of the 

stichers know, as the quilts will be donated to someone in need after the December meeting.  If you know of a facil-
ity that could use some, please let us know.   

Daytime Fellowship  

The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month (which is November 18, this month), 
September to June, at 12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, after the weekly Bible Study. Come for the Bible 

Study, or just show up for the fellowship and dessert (bring your brown bag lunch). Sometimes there is a little bit of 
business that needs to be taken care of. The gathering typically ends around 1:00p.m. Everyone is welcome. 

Christmas Tea – Change Of Date 

Please note that the Christmas Tea at Laurel Bebee's home will be Sunday, Dec.15 at 12:15 p.m. after 
worship. Stay tuned for more information. 

Join The Interfaith Choir 

Supporting the Interfaith Thanksgiving service “Growing in Unity”, the Interfaith choir will rehearse 
at Mission Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation (2950 Washington Blvd., Fremont – Cole Hall, 
left at the driveway fork) on Monday, November 11 and 18, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

The service is Monday, November 25 at 7:30 p.m. (choir needs to arrive at 6:30p.m.) at St. Joseph Catholic Church 
(43148 Mission Blvd., Fremont) 

Registration Open For Wild Women Of The West Denominational Retreat 

The Wild Women of the West Interregional is open for registration. Disciples Women from Arizona to 
Montana to Oregon to California – and every place in between – will gather in Las Vegas on June 12 
through June 14, 2020. National Hispanic Pastor, the Rev. Lori Tapia and Regional Minister of the CCNC
-N Region, the Rev. Dr. LaTaunya L. Bynum are sought after speakers and women of God who fill you 

with the holy fire of God. On Saturday evening, be inspired with a young adult group of speakers – Sianna Smith, 
Yvette Hernandez-Becerra, and Jess Kim – as they show us the hopeful future of the church. The weekend, though, 
will not be complete without YOU. You can register now at www.discipleswwow.com.  

Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536  (510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 
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People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who, Through Non-Violent Methods, Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list:  

If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 
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Sandy Hollands and her family as they grieve the 
death of her husband Jerry Hollands on August 7; 

The family and friends of Will Malone who died on 
June 12; 

Yolanda Moreno and her family as they grieve the 
death of her father on June 3; 

The family of Pete Hokom as they grieve his death on 
May 15. 

The families of Maxine Foster, who died on October 11, 
and Bill Ball, who died on July 13; 

Diane Harvey’s dear friend Dorothy who is grieving the 
sudden death of her son on September 20; 

Dorothy Kusumoto and her extended family as they grieve 
the death of her mother on September 4; 

Roberta McReynolds and the extended Rucker family as 
they grieve the death of Harold Rucker on September 3; 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

These people And Their Families Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Conference staff member Joy Davis; 

Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary Thomson; 

Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 

Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie  
Thompson; 

Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 

Katy Wharton's mother; 

Janet Butcher; 

William "Butch" Butcher; 

Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther; 

Carol Easter's daughter, Allison; 

Carol Easter's mother, Barbara. 

Maria Garnica's brother, Victor Garnica; 

Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan; 

Suzy Mahusay's sister, Jo Carroll. 

Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Ken Young; 
Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
Becky Moreno’s brother-in-law Vince; 

B. Newell’s nephew Matt Hovland; 

the mother of Bridget Lucey-Cose’s  
co-worker Will; 

Sharon Yool’s daughter,  

Sharon Yool’s brother, Harry “Butch” Lewis; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend  

Heidi Benton; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Dan Scheib; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Melvin Pierce; 

Amy Gunnarson’s great-niece Syra; 

Jerry Mulcahy; 
Ginny August; 
Denise Church; 
Marilyn Burnham; 
Becky Moreno; 
Sharon Yool; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Grace Rankin; 
Diana Roeding; 
JoAn Parker; 
Maxine Foster; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Mindy Adkins; 
Penn Boyer; 
Cindy Corey; 
Dean Hunter; 

Pastors’ And Office Schedules 
email is brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Mikele Kearney’s hours this semester 
are Mondays and Wednesdays from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Her email is 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Cecilia Le’s hours this semester are 
Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her 
email is cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Pastor Brenda is not in the office 
Thursday through Saturday. Her 

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

Because of appointments and 
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors 
to have regular, posted office hours. 
Please call your pastor if you would 
like to make an appointment or to 
have him/her come by for a visit. 

Pastor Jeff’s sabbath is on Friday, and 
his day off is Saturday. His email is 
jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

mailto:admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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The Bell is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you 
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to 
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select 
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  

Niles Discovery  
Church 

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Brenda Loreman,  
Associate Pastor 
36600 Niles Blvd., 
Fremont 94536  
 
Phone: 510-797-0895 
nilesdiscoverychurch.org 
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