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The June 2 All Church Cook Off is just 
around the corner and we need you to 
enter your favorite appetizer 
or cookie. Everyone that 
attends gets to taste all 
the submissions then 
cast their votes for their 
top three entries in 
each category. Portions 
must be small to allow 
everyone to get a taste so they can 

judge fairly. Plan for approximately 80 
tastings. Make small cookies or cut your 
larger cookies into 4 pieces. If you have 

a favorite cheese ball recipe, double 
the recipe so there are enough tiny 
samples for all. There are prizes for 
the winners and everyone goes home 
full. This is a favorite event each year. 
We hope to see you and your 
winning recipe on June 2. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP 

June 2 
“Mary”  

John 19:25-27 

June 9 
“Thank You!”  
Bravo Sunday 

Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-21 

June 16  
Guest Preacher:   

The Reverend  
Sally Willis-Watkins  

June 23 
“Reconsidering  

Jezebel”  
2 Kings 9:30-37 

June 30  
“What Do You Want” 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Join The Fun At The 2019 All Church Cook Off 

Annual Meeting To Reconvene On June 9   
Because there wasn’t a quorum on May 5, the Annual Meeting was ad-
journed sine die (without a date). At their May 20 meeting, the Cabinet 
decided to reconvene the Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 9, in the 
sanctuary, following worship. Members are expected to attend; friends 
of the church are welcome. 

Because the only agenda items are approval of minutes and the election 
of officers, Ministry Team chairs, and the Nominating Committee; the 
Cabinet expects this will be a brief meeting. Therefore, the teachers and 
children will be called back to the sanctuary as the worship service ends. 

On Sunday, April 28, our congregation welcomed six new members. 

Jim and Marilyn Vermazen retired in 2018 and moved to the Bay Area to be closer to 
their daughters and their families. They have both found Niles Discovery Church to be 
a very welcoming community. 

Carrie Williams is one of those Vermazen daughters. She is an avid maker of things 
and is always up to something crafty. She has enjoyed getting to know other makers 

Six Join Church 

Continued; See “New Members” 
page 5 
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How are you feeling? 

To be honest, I’ve been feeling 
more anxious than I usually do. The 
church has been catching a lot of 
flack from some of our neighbors 
about the fact that we’re even 
negotiating with the City about 
possibly being 
the site for the 
City’s new 
Housing 
Navigation 
Center. There 
have been some 
things posted on 
some social 
media platforms 
that are pretty 
insulting of me 
personally and of 
our church in general and reading 
them has made the acid flow in my 
stomach. There is one platform 
that, given my study leave, a 
sudden surge in pastoral needs in 
our church, and how angry I feel 
when I read some of the comments 
– I’ve just stopped reading it. 

One antidote to all that acid has 
been the church. Coming to 
worship and hearing our choir sing, 
listening to a sermon by Joy Barnitz 
or Pastor Brenda, and sitting 
together in prayer – these things 
calm me and feed me. Studying the 
Bible with church members opens 
my heart. Attending a committee 
meeting and listening as committed 
Christians work on one problem or 
another task, reminds me of what 
an exceptional community our 
church is. 

The other thing that continually 
helps me deal with that stomach 

acid is a nightly practice of 
thanksgiving. Pausing to think 
about the day and what in it is 
moving me to offer my thanks, 
keeps me grounded. Writing that 
prayer out makes me focus on 
what is good, and focusing on what 

is good helps me let go of 
the bad. I am regularly 
grateful for the practice of 
gratitude itself. 

I’m a little surprised to 
notice how hopeful I felt 
after a negotiators 
meeting in May. Yes, the 
City has put a hold on our 
negotiations as they 
consider other properties 
for the Housing Navigation 
Center. And, yes, the City 

may change its mind and no longer 
see our property as being the best 
option for the City, pulling the plug 
on the work we’ve done. It is also 
possible that, 
after 
reconsidering 
some 
locations and 
considering 
for the first 
time other 
locations, the 
City may 
conclude that 
the church’s property truly is the 
best location. We will have to wait 
and see. 

Regardless of what choice the City 
makes, I know that I have learned 
so much more about homelessness 
and approaches to addressing 
homelessness in this process. I 
hope you have, too. And I hope we 
will continue to learn. 

At the community meeting we 
hosted on April 24, I retold the 
parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:25-37) and shared an 
insight made by Martin Luther King, 
Jr. King said that the biggest 
difference between the religious 
leaders who walked by the man 
who had been robbed and beaten 
and left for dead at the side of the 
road and the Samaritan who 
stopped and helped the man at the 
side of the road was not their 
religion. It was not their social 
status, either. The biggest 
difference was the question they 
asked. 

Seeing the man beaten at the side 
of the road, the first two who 
walked by realized how dangerous 
that section of the road was, and 
they asked, “If I do stop to help, 
what will happen to me?” The 
Samaritan saw the same dangers 

and asked, “If I 
don’t stop to help, 
what will happen to 
him?” Read those 
questions again and 
notice how they are 
different. 

The Housing 
Navigation Center, 
whether it happens 
on our church 

property or somewhere else in 
Fremont, has invited me deeper 
into that parable and into the 
Samaritan’s question: If I don’t take 
a risk, what will happen to those 
who are in need? 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 
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Testimony 
Returning To 

Worship 

After such positive 
responses from the 
testimonies shared 
during Lent, it’s returning 
on the fourth Sunday of 
the month. Let Pastor Jeff 
or Pastor Brenda know if 
you’re interested in 
sharing a testimony. 

Join Forces;  
Rally For A Cause 

The “We Are One” rallies, 
held on the fourth Thurs-
day of the month from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., at 
the corner of Paseo Pa-
dre and Walnut in 
Fremont, continue. The 
theme for the June 27 
rally hasn’t been an-
nounced by the press 
deadline for this edition 
of The Bell, but it will be 
included in Sunday an-
nouncements once it is 
set. The “We Are One” 
rallies are sponsored by 
the Tri-City Interfaith 
Council, of which Niles 
Discovery Church is an 
affiliate. 

by Jim Thomas 

I thank all the people whose work enables our spiritual journeys to a path of low 
resistance. The worship services, the artwork, the integrity of the building, the 
fellowship activities, the music, the Sunday school, the opportunities to serve, and 
much more make it easy for us to come to Church to pray, praise God, and find 
spiritual renewal among each other every week. 

This path of low resistance on which we journey is very important for the life of the 
church, and yet, at times we come across a new path, a path less travelled because 
of its uncertainty and potential hazards. When that happens, we can be called to 
take this path in the hope that will bring about important change or provide 
important service to those in need. We have recently encountered such a path with 
the Housing Navigation Center.  

One of our members found out that the City of Fremont was planning to open a 
Housing Navigation Center and he suggested that the City consider the west end of 
our church property as a location. The City staff examined this location, decided it 
was suitable, and came to the church to ask us if we would lease the land. 
Discussions in our congregation led to a vote to consider this possibility and the 
formation of the Negotiation Committee. The members of this team were keenly 
aware of the controversy this would stir up, but because of the importance of this 
project, were willing to take on the risk. 

Our main motivation and passion are to help those who are homeless. Homelessness 
is an ever-growing problem, especially in our community, and although this project 
only scratches the surface of the problem, we all believe it could be the beginning of 
new ways for the City to address homelessness on a greater scale. 

Once word got out to the community, misinformation filled the air. We attempted to 
correct this information with a neighborhood meeting on April 24. While many of the 
concerns expressed were the same as those we had and were addressing, there was 
a lot of vitriol and insults thrown at us. The City Council also got their fair share of 
this pushback, and without hearing much positive feedback, they have decided to 
slow down the process and consider other locations. 

As of this writing, our church has not been removed from the possible location for 
the Housing Navigation Center, so the Negotiation Team is still working, hoping that 
we will be selected. Still, the effects of the vitriol and insults weigh heavy on our 
souls. We have reached the part of the road less traveled where our fortitude is 
challenged. At times, we receive an email from someone who recognizes our good 
work, and that helps to renew our spirit. 

I ask that you keep us in your thoughts and prayers, so that we may have the 
strength and focus to continue to move forward. Share your appreciation of our 
work when you can and encourage us to stay the course. Whether we succeed or 
fail, knowing we have your support will enable us to have the strength to embark on 
the next road less traveled we encounter. 

The Road Less Traveled 
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Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Rela-
tions Committee (PPRC) 
wants to hear from you. 
Contact any PPRC mem-
ber – Judy Molander, Cin-
dy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, 
Pastor Jeff Spencer and 
Pastor Brenda Loreman – 
if you have a concern 
about the life of the 
church that you want to 
explore.  

All About M.E. By Jim Thomas 

Let’s Talk Church 

“There is no such thing as bad publicity” ~ P.T. Barnum, 1915. 

That may be true if I am running a circus, but since Exxon is still trying to recover 
from the publicity it got over the Valdez oil spill back in 1989, I think I want to think 
carefully about what publicity I give the church.  

I want to publicize my church—but without sounding like I am trying to convert 
people. I will be asking of the Ministry of Evangelism (M.E.) Team how we all can do 
this as I move into leading this Ministry Team this month.  

I will be asking M.E. Team to work with the Ministry of Social Concerns and their 
Special Ministry Teams to gather information about all the service and justice work 
we do as a Church. I will use this information combined with a list of ministry 
partners (from the Pathways to Beloved Community project) to prepare handouts so 
all of us can better understand how our church is involved in the wider community. 
This information will be reported in The Bell and placed on the information table in 
the fellowship hall. There will be a lot of information, and I won’t try to memorize it 
all. Instead, I will pick out a couple items that hold a special place in my heart and 
keep them in mind awaiting the time to bring them up in casual conversation. 

The idea here is to let people know that I not only attend church, but that I am proud 
of the specific ministry I bring up without actually engaging in a conversation about 
church or religion. By keeping it casual, I open the doors for people to ask questions, 
should what I say resonate with them. For example, in a conversation about food 
and the hungry, I could easily drop in the phrase, “Yeah, my church manages a 
mobile food van that brings food to many who are home-bound.” And that’s it. In 
doing so, I am letting people know that I am involved with our community, and those 
who are looking for a place with pro-active ministries such as this, are likely to take 
notice. I have no need to expand any more on it, I just release it out to the universe 
and let it find its own way into the hearts of others. 

That’s all about M.E. (for now). How about we make it all about YOU? Let’s talk 
church! 

Last Chance For 
Camps Caz  
And Tam! 

Please contact Denise 
Church @ 
dluvsangls@hotmail.com 
for codes for  the NDC 
campership and register 
at https://ncncucc.org/
yomcreg/. 

The congregation is invited to attend a memorial 
service celebrating the life of Jack Rankin on 
Friday, June 7, at 1:00 p.m., at the church. A simple 
reception will follow in the fellowship hall. If you 
would like to help with the reception, speak with 
Marilyn Singer. 
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New Members 

in the church. 
Carrie and her 
husband, Martin, 
were married by Pastor 
Brenda in 2017 and are 
expecting their first child in September. 
The whole family is looking forward to all the 
bonus family they’ll have in this community. 

Some of you know Randy Fewel as the church’s Office 
Administrator during the construction of our building. 
Though she is officially retired, she continues to work as 
a substitute teacher, teaching incarcerated adults at 
Santa Rita Jail. She keeps herself busy as a member of 
the Fremont branch of the American Association of 
University Women and as a member of the Fremont 
Freewheelers Cycling Club (which is probably where she 
is if she’s not here on a Sunday morning – if she’s not off 
visiting her three grown children, her three lively and 
loving grandchildren, or one of her seven brothers and 
sisters scattered across the country). She is learning to 

play the violin and started taking quilling (not 
quilting) classes. Randy was attracted to Niles 
Discovery Church because we are an active 

community with a true Christian message: 
“Everyone is welcome, no exceptions.” 

Tarrah Henrie lives in Fremont with her husband, 
three children, two cats, and five hens. As a Senior 
Scientist specializing in water treatment, she gets to use 
her skills to make sure drinking water meets all state and 
federal standards. She is passionate about social justice 
issues and is happy to have found Niles Discovery 
Church, a congregation that shares her vision for a more 
just world for all. 

Amalira Henrie is a seventh grader who is obsessed with 
reading, petting cats, and listening to music her brother 
hates. Lira was baptized during the worship service, right 
before she joined the church. 

Please use your access card, rather than your key, to unlock and lock the doors when 
entering and exiting the Church facility.  Failing to relock the door can allow anyone to 
enter illegally and this can result in vandalism.  

If you have forgotten your access card and use a metal key to enter the building, through 
any entrance, please relock the door with your key after you have turned off the alarm. 

Use Your Access Card For Entry  by Bill Palleschi, for the Ministry of Property Team 

 

Greater Niles Village Is Underway! 

Greater Niles Village (GNV) has taken off thanks to Judy 
Zlatnik’s vision, the support of Niles Discovery Church, 
and a dedicated group of neighbors. GNV is a 
community of neighbors who share their skills and 
support, to navigate the challenges and opportunities of 
aging. Featured recently in Age-Friendly Fremont at 
issuu.com/hsdept/docs/03_19_final_age_news_online. 
GNV is part of a national Village movement that is 
responding to the growing numbers of older adults living 
in our communities. While many services exist for low-
income older adults, many seniors don’t qualify for low-
income services or can’t afford them on their own. 

Did you know that 10,000 people turn 65 years old every 
day? People want to continue making a difference in 

their community as well as enjoy opportunities for fun 
and friendship. Did you know that those 80 to 100 years 
of age are in the fastest growing age group? GNV is for 
these people. 

Built by our members, for our members, Greater Niles 
Villagers believe a better experience of aging is possible 
when we can grow with and rely on each other. Through 
GNV, we can build strong relationships and a mutual 
support network that we can both depend on and 
contribute to as we age. The kind of community where 
we can look to our futures with confidence and 
reassurance for what comes next. 

For more information about Greater Niles Village go to 
GreaterNilesVillage.org. Join Us! 
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Climate Grief Support Group Offers A Safe Space 

If you have been feeling grief, anxi-
ety, or dread about climate change, 
you’re not 
alone. Renee 
Lertzman, a 
psychologist 
who studies 
the effects of 
environmental 
loss on mental 
health, affirms 
that “There is 
overwhelming research that 
distress and anxiety relating to 
climate is on the rise.”1 

In its 2017 report, “Mental 
Health and Our Changing Cli-
mate,” the American Psycholog-
ical Association found that cli-
mate change is causing many peo-
ple to experience such issues as 
stress, anxiety, depression, and re-
lationship strain. Those who feel 
the psychological weight of climate 
change may develop feelings of 

helplessness and fear, leading to a 
sense of climate disengagement. 

Many who are 
experiencing 
these psycholog-
ical effects may 
feel reluctant to 
talk about them. 
“If I bring up cli-
mate change in 

casual conversation, the topic is 
often met with awkward pauses 
and the polite introduction of new 
subjects,” notes Peter Kalmus, a 
climate scientist for NASA. “It’s as 

though the topic is impolite, even 
taboo.” 

If we are feeling psychological im-
pacts over climate change, it’s im-
portant to talk about it, psycholo-
gist Lertzman says. “The main thing 
is that we find ways to talk about 
what we are experiencing in a safe 
and nonjudgmental context, and to 
be open to listening. All too often, 
when anxiety or fear comes up, we 
all want to push it away and move 
into ‘solutions.’” 

Beginning June 11, Niles Discovery 
Church will offer people experienc-
ing climate grief a chance to talk 
with others about their feelings in a 
supportive, nonjudgmental environ-
ment. Our Climate Grief Support 
Group will meet on Tuesdays at 
7:30 p.m. in Room 1, from June 11 
through July 16. People of all faith 
traditions are welcome. Contact 
Pastor Brenda for more infor-
mation. 

Writing With Spirit  
You are invited to attend Move My Spirit 
Poetry on Sunday, June 23 at 2:00 p.m. 
in Room 3. We chose ‘Puzzle 
Pattern’ as a prompt for this 
month, but it is fine to write 
and bring any one-page piece 
of poetry that moves your 
spirit. Bringing just yourself 
works too. A bit of poetic 
technique will be shared. In 
addition, we will do a 5-
minute write to discover where our 
spirits move us. 

No previous experience is required, only 
the willingness to engage in writing, to 
explore your inner life, to free your 

spirit, to caress your writing skills, or to 
enjoy a few people being bold. The 

poems can come from prompts, 
books, our spirits, 
memories pulled up from 

childhood (of whirligigs, 
jokes, and jumping over 
beds), jazz, religious 

confines, theft of words, 
waterfalls, winds, weeds, 
home, and things that brought 

moments and meaning of life 
into focus.  

Contact Cindy Sojourner to R.S.V.P. and 
to be added to the email list. Messages 
which will contain some of our poetry. 

1All quotations are from “The Best Medicine for My Climate Grief,” by Peter Kalmus, Yes Magazine, posted August 9, 2018. 
https://www.yesmagazine.org/mental-health/the-best-medicine-for-my-climate-grief-20180809  

Change Of  
Address 

Niles Discovery Church 
has closed its Post Office 
Box and is only receiving 
mail at the church build-
ing. Please make sure all 
correspondence 
(including automatic 
pledge payments from 
your bank) goes to the 
street address: 36600 
Niles Blvd., Fremont 
94536. Thank you. 
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Interfaith Reading About Grief   

Come to the next Interfaith Reading Conversation. We 
will discuss the ways our faiths and cultures are and 
aren’t present in the book, Ethnic Variations in Dying, 
Death, and Grief: Diversity in Universality edited by 
Donald P. Irish, Kathleen F. Lundquist, and Vivian 
Jenkins Nelson. Come to either session: on Wednesday, June 26, 7:30 p.m. and 
Thursday, June 27, 1:00 p.m. in Room 3. Anyone is welcome. This book was directed 
toward professionals, but is accessible to all with stories that span ages, races, 
cultures, and faith traditions. African American, Hispanic American, Hmong, Native 
American, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, and Christian experiences are detailed. Our first 
Interfaith Book Conversations were enriched by people from five faith traditions. 
Please join us. Contact Cindy Sojourner to R.S.V.P. and to be added to the email list. 

Reviewing the Safe Church Policies is one part of being cleared for working with 
vulnerable people in our congregation. Cleared persons usually teach or help with 
Sunday School or are members of the Care Team. Other steps toward being cleared 
are an interview with Pastor Jeff and a criminal background check. Background 
checks and a review of the Safe Church Policies are renewed every three years. A 
review of the Safe Church Policies will be held after worship on June 23, 2019. You 
will be notified if you are required to attend this session. Get your coffee and snack 
and join us in room 1. All who is curious about these policies or think they may like to 
be cleared at a future time are welcome to attend. 

Review Of Safe Church Policies Scheduled 

Many within our church know about Judy’s commitment to following the path of Jesus 
by caring for those most in need, especially frail elders and seniors living on limited 
incomes. Judy’s tireless advocacy has recently born fruit. 

Back in 2014, Judy began learning about the Village Movement. All over the US, 
neighborhood non-profits were forming, organized by volunteers to help seniors 
navigate the challenges and opportunities of aging, helping neighbors to stay engaged 
with their community, and making sure seniors receive needed services to age safely.  

In October 2016, Judy convened the first meeting of Niles neighbors to discuss forming 
a Village here. She arranged for Niles Discovery Church to support the project because 
she understands how Villages can make a major difference in the lives of frail elders, 
especially those living on limited incomes. She led the Steering Committee for two 
years to establish Greater Niles Village (GNV). (See story, page 5) 

Judy’s Christian witness will quietly continue to sustain frail elders because GNV has committed to including 
neighbors living on limited incomes. To that end, GNV has a special fund, Judy’s fund, reserved for donations that 
will be used to allow seniors living on limited incomes to participate. To read the full article about Judy’s Fund go to 
bit.ly/GNVMay19.  

For more information about Greater Niles Village go to greaternilesvillage.org.  If you’d like to make a donation to 
GNV that will help a senior living on a limited income, you can do so online at bit.ly/GNVJudysFund. 

Kudos To Judy Zlatnik!  

 Stay In 
Touch With  
The Wider  

Church 

You can subscribe to the 
weekly email newsletters 
from the UCC Conference 
by going to bit.ly/QFhbEz 
and entering you email 
address. You can sub-
scribe to the weekly 
email newsletter from 
the DOC Region by going 
to conta.cc/SlhyQL and 
typing in your email ad-
dress. 
You can subscribe to 
email newsletters from 
the national settings of 
the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) at 
disciples.org and the 
United Church of Christ 
at j.mp/odlTLO. 

https://bit.ly/GNVMay19
https://www.greaternilesvillage.org/content.aspx?sl=1250311559
https://bit.ly/GNVJudysFund
https://bit.ly/QFhbEz
https://conta.cc/SlhyQL
https://disciples.org
https://j.mp/odlTLO
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The June Special Offer-
ing is for the evangelism 
and church renewal 
ministries of our two 
denominations. The 
offerings we receive will be split 
between the UCC’s “Strengthen 
the Church” offering and the 
DOC’s “Pentecost” offering. You 
can learn more about these offer-
ings by visiting www.ucc.org/stc and disciplesmis-
sionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/.   

This offering will be officially received on Sunday, June  

9. As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to 
give at any time (always make checks payable to Niles 
Discovery Church). You can also give online: go to our 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org and click the “donate” 
button at the top of the page.  

Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering 
each month. With that many possibilities for spe-
cial giving, you may need to choose which ones 
are most important to you. You can see the 
schedule of special offerings at 

bit.ly/2019specialoffering. 

Thanks to your generosity, our May Special Offering for 
Church World Service’s Blankets+ program, raised $920.  

Special Offerings - Help Create A Just World By Investing In New Ministries 

As a male Seal Team member, Kristin Beck gave twenty 
years of her life “fighting for life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness.” As a transgender woman, she dis-
covered she didn’t leave that fight behind her on the 
battlefield. Her struggle to claim these rights for her-
self is the subject of La-
dy Valor: The Kristin 
Beck Story, a documen-
tary that will be shown 
at the Niles Discovery 
Church on June 8 at 
1:30 pm. The free screening will be followed by a dis-
cussion led by Robyn Kuslits, herself an eight-year vet-
eran in the U.S. Navy and a transgender woman. 

Directed by Sandrine Orabona and Mark Herzog, Lady 
Valor covers Beck’s training and life as a warrior as well 
as her later trials putting together a female civilian 
identity. Aware from an early age of the feminine per-
sona she felt she had to hide from everyone, Beck’s 
decision to become a Navy Seal almost seems an over-
compensation, the ultimate rough and tough male 
identity. Trying to embrace the role wholeheartedly, 
Beck developed a reputation for utter fearlessness that 
she later acknowledges was due to being so unhappy 
she did not sometimes care if she lived or died. After 
retiring from the service, she made one more attempt 

to “fit in” by 
getting married 
and fathering 
two sons. While 
her wife was “wonderful” and Beck deeply loved her 
boys, traditional family life was not a sustainable 
choice. 

What happened to Beck’s life after she made the deci-
sion to begin living as a woman is the suspenseful, sad, 
inspiring story that makes Lady Valor so thought pro-
voking. The misunderstandings, bigotry, and estrange-
ment from some in her world are offset by the support 
and fellowship of others. The film was made in the ear-
ly stages of her transition and the emotions of Beck 
and her friends and family are sometimes raw. Beck 
herself emerges as more matter-of-fact than stoic 
about her journey, without self-pity and with tenacious 
hope. “I want some happiness for myself,” she says, 
and pretty much everyone who sees Lady Valor will be 
rooting for her. 

The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-
sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose 
Peace and Justice Center. Learn more about the series 
at bit.ly/nilesssds. This screening is additionally co-
sponsored by Compassionate Fremont and the 
Fremont LGBTQ Task Force. 

Second Saturday Documentary Series 

Documentary Shows Courage Has More Than One Face 

https://http:/www.ucc.org/stc
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
https://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/pentecost/
http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
http://bit.ly/2019specialoffering
http://bit.ly/nilesssds
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Pastors’ And Office Schedules 

Because of appointments and 
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors 
to have regular, posted office hours. 
Please call your pastor if you would 
like to make an appointment or to 
have him/her come by for a visit. 

Pastor Jeff’s sabbath is on Friday, and 
his day off is Saturday. His email is 
jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. Pastor 
Jeff will be on vacation June 12 
through June 19 and on Study Leave 

Pastor Brenda is on Study Leave June 3 
through June 9.  

Mikele Kearney’s hours this semester 
are Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Her email is ad-
min@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Cecilia Le’s hours during this semester 
are Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Her email is cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

June 20 through June 26.  

Pastor Brenda is not in the office 
Thursday through Saturday.   Her 
email is brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

Mildred Reynolds Lap Robe Tying Group 

The Lap Robe Tying Group meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month, January through October, from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The next meeting will be June 26. Let Judy Molander know if 
you plan to attend as lunch is provided. You can also let Judy know if you or someone you care about 

might benefit from receiving one of these lap robes that have all kinds of love tied into them. 

Daytime Fellowship 
The Daytime Fellowship meets on the third Monday of the month, September to June.  We will wrap up the 
program year with our annual potluck on Monday, June 17 at 11:30 am.  Hot dogs, buns and all the fixings 

will be provided, please bring a side dish or dessert to share.   Everyone is welcome! 

Weekly Bible Study 
The Monday morning Bible Study (11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.) will take a break on June 17 and June 24, 
while Pastor Jeff is away. Please join us on June 3 and 10, and then again in July. 

Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536  (510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

One of the by products of climate change is higher temperatures. It’s important to stay cool during the 
resulting periods of extreme heat. PG&E offers the following tips for staying cool and safe: 

 Check your local weather forecast to plan ahead 

 Visit a Cooling Center or any air conditioned building like theaters, libraries, malls, or museums 

 Keep hydrated even if you don’t feel thirsty; however, you need to avoid alcohol and caffeine 

 Dress in loose, light-weight, light-colored clothing 

 Avoid direct sunlight 

 Help your neighbors, the elderly, and pets 

From Your Care Team  - Keep Cool During Summer Heat  
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death of her mother, Marie Maguire, on March 13; 

JoAn and Val Parker as they grieve the death of their 
brother-in-law/uncle Sherman on February 7; 

Ken, Beth, Lisa, Samantha, and Clio Rasler and their 
extended family as they grieve the death of Marilyn 
Rasler on January 24; 

John Wharton and his family as they grieve the death 
of his father on December 18; 

Wally Osborne and family as they grieve the death of 
his daughter, Arnaye Osborne on December 3; 

The family of Pete Hokom as they grieve his death on  
May 15; 

Veronica Riggs and her extended family as they grieve the 
death of Veronica’s Aunt Eloise; 

Grace Rankin and her family as they grieve the death of 
her husband, Jack Rankin, on April 27; 

Mark Twist and his family as they grieve the death of his 
father, Arnie Twist, on April 14; 

Delya Stoltz and her family as they grieve the death of her 
grandmother, Letha Mae Rogers, on March 29; 

Michele McConville and her family as they grieve the 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

For People Facing Workplace Hardships, including Vivian and Marissa. 

For People Who Are Looking For New Or Better Employment, including Doug Sojourner. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who, Through Non-Violent Methods, Are Bringing 
God’s Compassion And Justice To The World. 

A reminder about this prayer list: 
If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Susie Claxton’s sister, Argyle Claxton; 

Alison Kieft’s friend, Judy Huff; 

Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie 
Thompson; 

Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim Carstairs; 

Katy Wharton's mother; 

Janet Butcher; 

William "Butch" Butcher; 

Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther; 

Carol Easter's daughter, Allison; 

Carol Easter's mother, Barbara. 

Maria Garnica's brother, Victor Garnica; 

Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan; 

Suzy Mahusay's sister, Jo Carroll. 

Ken Young; 

Diane Kindle; 

Sandra Frisbey; 

Sharon Yool’s daughter,  

Sharon Yool’s brother, Harry “Butch” 
Lewis; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend  

Heidi Benton; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Dan 
Scheib; 

Dana and Chris Hoskins’ friend Melvin 
Pierce; 

Amy Gunnarson’s great-niece Syra; 

Conference staff member Joy Davis; 

Michael Thomson’s sister, Mary  
Thomson; 

Harold Rucker; 

Bill Ball; 

Jerry Mulcahy; 

Jerry Hollands; 

Nancy Attinger; 

Grace Rankin; 

Diana Roeding; 

JoAn Parker; 

Maxine Foster; 

Charlotte O’Donnell; 

Mindy Adkins; 

Becky Moreno; 

Penn Boyer; 

Cindy Corey; 

Dean Hunter; 

Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
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The Bell is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you 
received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you 
receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to 
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select 
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  

Niles Discovery  
Church 

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Brenda Loreman,  
Associate Pastor 
36600 Niles Blvd., 
Fremont 94536  
 
Phone: 510-797-0895 
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