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Preparing For The Niles Flea Market 2018
For more than 50 years,
downtown Niles has hosted a large antique fair on
the last Sunday in August.
On that day, downtown
Niles is closed to traffic,
antique and food booths
are set up, and hordes of
people descend on the
town.
Niles Discovery Church
has a big flea Market in
our own building at the
same time. To prepare for
the sale, our congregation
and friends clean closets,
garages, and storage places, then they donate the
unused, but good items to
the church. These wonderful
treasures
are
marked, displayed, and
sold in our Fellowship
Hall. This year, the Niles
Flea Market will be Sunday, August 26.

Starting July 23, you may
begin bringing your unwanted treasures to the
church on Sundays, weekdays from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m., whenever
office staff is in the
church, or by calling Alta
Jo Adamson, (510) 7131333, to arrange to open
the church. Make sure
everything
is
clean
and
in
good
working
condition.

UPCOMING WORSHIP
day decorations, linens,
blankets, small appliances,
patio accessories, office
supplies, children’s toys,
small furniture (that you
could lift yourself), trunks,
shoes, chairs, desks, exercise equipment,
and
sporting goods. Youname-it! What NOT to
bring:
clothing, sofas,
large and heavy
furniture, drapery
rods, sinks and toilets, and soiled and
non-working items.
We rely on your
donations arriving
EARLY so that members of
the church, who are our
own best customers, can
shop and buy during the
month of August! Last
year our church netted
$9,000.

We accept tools, some
books (See the “Flea Market: Donating Books And
More” article on page 5),
toys, games (with all the
pieces), jewelry, hats,
purses, musical instruments, china, glassware,
antiques, tools, collectaContinued; See “Flea Market
bles, knickknacks, holiFellowship” page 5

July 1
“Sent Out”
Mark 6:1-13
July 8
“Come Away…
and Rest a While”
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
July 15
Associate Conference
Minister,
The Rev. Davena Jones
Guest Preacher
July 22
“In Celebration of
Mary Magdalene”
July 29
“Bread or Junk Food?”
John 6:1-21
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Jeff’s Jottings
By the time you read this, I should
be in England. No, I am not visiting
my cousins, Princes William and
Harry. I am on tour with the Golden
Gate Men’s Chorus. In addition to
doing a little sightseeing, we will be
singing in the Royal
Pavilion
in
Brighton,
Christ
Church Cathedral in
Oxford, and Bath
Abbey. Then it's off
to Wales for the
2018
choral
competition
in
Llangollen.
To be honest, I’m
not all that excited
about the competition. It generates
a whole bunch of anxiety for just
12 minutes on stage singing. But
I’m hoping I get to hear many of
the other choirs in different
categories, sing in the competition.
And I’m looking forward to singing
in iconic locations in England.
Once the chorus’ tour is over, I’ll be
staying on in Scotland to spend a
week on retreat on the Island of
Iona. The Iona Community,
founded in 1938, is an ecumenical
Christian community of women and
men who seek to live out the
Gospel in a way that is radical,
inclusive, and relevant to life in the
21st
century.
It
is
my
understanding that some of the
members live on site and others
are scattered around the globe.
The place itself is a medieval
abbey, built on a sacred, pre-

Christian “thin place”, on an island
on the western coast of Scotland.
This island of Iona is the cradle of
Christianity in Scotland, where in
563, the Irish monk, Columba
(Columkille) established a monastic
settlement that evangelized large
parts of Scotland and the
north of England, and
became an important center
of European Christianity. In
the Middle Ages, it became
the site of a Benedictine
abbey,
and
over
the
centuries it has attracted
many thousands of people on
their own pilgrim journeys.
Iona remains a center for
pilgrimage and tourism; the
daily services of the Iona
Community in the Abbey church
and worship elsewhere on the
island are open to all. There is
typically
programing at
the Abbey, but
because
of
restoration work
this summer, my
time there will
be largely selfdirected. I plan
to take long
walks and plenty of pictures, to
read, and to write.
The primary purpose of my visit to
Iona is spiritual renewal, so the
thing I’m most interested in
“bringing back” is a renewed spirit.
I am now into my 14th year of
ministry in Fremont and, for the
longevity of this ministry, regular

spiritual renewal is vital. From a
more academic point of view, I
hope to return with a deeper
understanding and appreciation of
Celtic spirituality. I also hope to
return with worship renewal ideas
gained
from
the
worship
experiences I will have in
community there,
and with
worship resources (the Iona
community has a publishing arm,
Wild Goose Publications).
Four months ago, I was worrying
that I would have to cancel this
trip. I didn’t know how my dearest
friend
Lizann’s
cancer
and
treatment would be progressing
and I feared that a crisis might
occur that would keep me here in
California. The crises occurred
earlier than I expected and Lizann
died on May 27. I am looking
forward to this time without
pastoral
responsibilities,
especially the
week on Iona,
to allow myself
to grieve more
deeply and to
find
the
beginnings of
healing
that
come through grief.
I appreciate your support of me as I
supported Lizann through a lifethreatening health crisis and then
through the dying process and into
the joy and love that comes next.
Peace to you all,
Pastor Jeff

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave
feedback or comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he
answers kids’ theological questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com.
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MODERATED MUSINGS June 2018
Homelessness Study Group And The Homeless Ministry Project
“Since there will never
cease to be some in
need on the earth, I therefore command
you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and
needy neighbor in your land.’” ~
Deuteronomy 15:11
The Cabinet has green-lit two Special
Projects: The Homelessness Study
Group, championed by Tarrah Henrie,
and Homeless Ministry: The Mobile
Hygiene Project, championed by me.
Both Tarrah and I are combining our
efforts because these missions are so
closely connected. Since it will be some
time before the City of Fremont’s Human
Services Department deploys the mobile
hygiene unit, we’ll have time to explore
how we can prepare for it. This also
allows us to explore other services that
we can provide as an additional help for
those in need.

such services. This group will endeavor
to learn more about who the homeless
are in our community and how to reach
out to them. That is just a starting point.
Tarrah and I will be publishing a survey/
questionnaire to help us assess what you
think is important to learn regarding
homelessness. This survey will initially be
sent to the members of this study group,
but if you want to participate in the
survey and learn more of what this
group is doing, please send an email to
homelesshelp@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
and let us know.
I know that this study group will launch
effective hands-on projects that will have
meaningful and helpful impacts on the
homeless issues we have in our
community, and perhaps
beyond.

The Homelessness Study Group is the
perfect venue to help us prepare for

Jim Thomas
Moderator

Celebrate Mary Magdalene On July 22
Did you know that there is a gospel attributed to Mary Magdalene? Did you know that
“Magdalene” might not refer to the place that this Mary is from, but might be a nickname that Jesus gave her? Did you know that Mary
Magdalene was never a “woman of ill repute,” but was
given this unfortunate reputation hundreds of years
after Jesus’s time by Pope Gregory?
Come learn these interesting facts and more about Mary
Magdalene, the disciple of Jesus and first witness to the
resurrection. On July 22— when Catholics celebrate the
feast day of St. Mary Magdalene—Pastor Brenda will
offer a sermon about this fascinating figure from the
New Testament, debunk some of the rumors about her,
and relate some of the seldom-heard stories that have
been told through the ages about a woman who was
one of the most important characters in the gospels.

Let The PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda
Loreman – if you have a
concern about the life of
the church that you want
to explore. If you have a
church relationship that’s
hurting and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.

The next monthly “We
Are One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the Tri-City Interfaith Council and Compassionate
Fremont,
gathers on July 26. These
rally/vigils are held from
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on
the fourth Thursday of
the month at the corner
of Walnut and Paseo Padre in Fremont. People
are invited to make and
bring signs that are
peaceful, compassionate,
and non-partisan. Watch
your Sunday announcement folders for this
month’s theme.
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Continued from Page 1

Flea Market Fellowship

Where is the Fellowship we’re talking about? Why, it’s every
day, if you volunteer! Do you have a truck or van to help
haul items to the church? Would you like to help price and
sort merchandise? Besides pricing, volunteers are needed on
weekdays to hang around and sell stuff. Volunteers are especially needed at the church on Saturday, August 25 and Sunday, August 26, to work in two-hour increments throughout the day. Generally speaking, the whole congregation is needed to roll up their sleeves and pitch in, and it’s actually loads of fun! Add your name to the volunteer sign-up lists on the Fellowship
Hall bulletin boards, or see Alta Jo Adamson to gather more information.

Congratulations
to Elena Sojourner and
Alexander Heide, who
were married last month
in Hawaii .

Join Our Email Lists
To join any of our email lists, just go to http://bit.ly/
NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly
prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more.
We also encourage you to join our Yahoo! group. Go to http://
j.mp/NDCyahoogrp, look for the purple “Join Group” button, click
it, and fill out whatever forms Yahoo! needs you to complete to become part of the
group. Once you’re a member of the group, you can send announcements to everyone
else in the group. It’s one more way for our church to keep in touch.

Sunday Funday
Swim Party On July 29
All children and youth are
invited to a Swim Party at
the Palleschi's home on
Sunday, July 29 following
the worship service. The
children should bring a
bag lunch to eat at the
church after worship.
Around 12:00 p.m., we
will head to the Palleschi's home to swim. The
party will end at 3:00
p.m. Snacks and drinks
will be provided. Please
email
Ingert
at
planeplopp@gmail.com if
you are able to attend or
need
further
information.

Thoughts From The Care Team
The Importance Of Sunscreen
It’s summer, and many of you are traveling or doing your favorite activities outside. The
days are long and the sun is shining more directly on you. It’s very important to use sunscreen whenever you’re outside. Even persons with the darkest skin tones need to protect their skin.
Sunshine contains an array of different wave lengths. The ultraviolet portion, (UV), containing UVA and UVB, can cause skin cancer. It can also damage your eyes, forming cataracts that take many years to develop and cause loss of sight.
An equally important reason to use a particular type of sunscreen is to protect the environment. Some ingredients in sunscreen can damage coral reef systems, which affects
the health of the oceans. Research has shown that a common ingredient, oxybenzone,
causes coral bleaching, which leads to coral death. Some retailers are already deciding
to not carry products containing oxybenzone. The state of Hawaii has banned the sale of
sunscreens containing oxybenzone beginning in 2021.
Choosing a sunscreen is a personal decision involving many considerations. The Food and Drug Administration regulates only three of
these: Water-resistance, SPF (sun protection factor), and broad
spectrum. The July issue of Consumer Reports magazine has an
excellent article about sunscreens and how to choose them.
When you go outside, don’t forget to protect your skin, your eyes and the environment.
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Backpacks And School Supplies Needed
Backpacks, lunch boxes, and other school supplies
will be collected again in August. This year, we will be
receiving our Special Offering for supplies and collecting the backpacks a week earlier than usual, on
August 5. The earlier collection will allow time for
purchasing and distribution of the supplies before
school begins in late August. Thank you in advance
for your generosity.

Flea Market: Donating Books And More
Donation time for the August Flea Market is fast approaching. It’s NOT TOO SOON to start preparing your
special items to bring to the church beginning July 23.
Here are some important considerations for any BOOKS
you may want to donate:
 BRING: novels of all genres—mystery, romance, history, adven-

ture, family, science fiction, and more.
 BRING: nonfiction of all types.
 BRING: Children’s books in good condition.
 BRING: both hardcover and paperback books.
 DO NOT BRING: pamphlets, any instructions for using technology,

especially for computers; comics or coloring books; outdated textbooks; and torn, worn, or stained books.
This is an important fundraiser for the church, and the flea market team appreciates
your donations. However, please remember that everything you do to make sure that
your donation, whatever it is, is clean and usable, and not torn, stained, broken,
chipped, dirty, or unpolished, will give the team more time to focus on selling the
items.

Ministry Opportunities The Month
Photo Directory Editor: This job involves recruiting photographers to take pictures of people for a new photo directory and
promoting and coordinating times for photos to be taken. Once
the photos are gathered (electronically), the Photo Directory
Editor will work with the Office Administrator to get them uploaded to the membership database and getting the photo directory printed. Contact Jim Thomas if you’d like to do this job.
Social Media Ministry: If you enjoy using Facebook and Twitter, you can help boost
our congregation’s web presence. Currently, Pastor Jeff does all our church’s social
media and he’d love to hand that job off to someone (or a couple someones who will
coordinate the work). Pastor Jeff can teach you some of the finer points and provide
plenty of resources to help you with this job. Just let him know if you would like to
help.

On Sunday, August 12,
we’ll be bringing back the
lazy, hazy days of summer with a retro-style
outdoor summer worship
service across the street
in the California Nursery
Park, followed by a picnic
lunch. Worship will start
a little later than usual (at
10:30 a.m.) to give people and visitors time to
get across the street.
Bring a chair and something to eat and be ready
to commune with nature
and our church family!
Invite neighbors and
friends to this casual and
relaxed worship, sprinkled with fun and food.
Parking is available on
site or park at the church
and walk across the
street. Watch the August
edition of The Bell for
more details.

Please Wear Your
Name Tag
One easy way to
offer hospitality
to
first-time
visitors and newer
members is to wear your
name tag. Please pick up
your name tag before
worship and wear it
throughout coffee hour.
If you need a new one,
check the box on the
green attendance form.
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Special Offerings
The July Special Offering will go to replenish the Pastors’ Discretionary Fund. This money is used by our Pastors to help out families in emergencies. During the
past year, our Pastors have been able
to help church families keep phones
connected, prescriptions filled, and
lights on thanks to your generosity.
They’ve even helped pay for a cremation.
This offering will be officially received on Sunday, July 8.
As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to
give at any time (always make checks payable to Niles
Discovery Church). You can also give online: go to our

church webpage at http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
and click the “donate” button at the top of the page.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each
month. With that many possibilities for special
giving, you may need to choose which ones are
most important to you. You can see the schedule
of special offerings at http://j.mp/speoff2018 or
call the church office we will mail you one.
Thanks to your generosity, our June Special
Offering for the evangelism and church renewal ministries of our two denominations: the UCC’s “Strengthen
the Church” offering and the DOC’s “Pentecost” offering, raise a total of $383.

Pretty As A Picture
From time to time, members of the church take pictures during various church events. And sometimes those pictures are posted on our Facebook page. But you may not want your picture used,
so you should know about our church’s policy on using pictures. If you don’t want your picture
used on line, you can opt out. Just go to http://j.mp/ndcdnp, print and fill out the form, and send
it the church office – or you can call the church office to have a form mailed to you.

Second Saturday Documentary Series

Comedy And Justice Issues Mix In Documentary
What would happen if a couple of Muslim-American comedians toured
the south and southwest of the United States and presented free stand
-up comedy shows? Well, you don’t have to imagine what would happen. You can watch what happened when the Second Saturday Documentary Series presents The Muslims Are Coming! on Saturday, July
14, at 1:30 p.m. at Niles Discovery Church. The screening is free
(donations are accepted) and open to the public.
The film follows comedians Negin Farsad and Dean Obeidallah and some other Muslim comedians in their performances in big cities, small towns, liberal enclaves, conservative hotbeds, rural communities, and everything
in between. In the process, we explore the issue of Islamophobia as we watch them hilariously challenge racial,
gender, and religious stereotypes. The film includes some added humor from Jon Stewart, David Cross, and
Lewis Black.
The screening will be followed by a discussion led by Fremont activist Moina Shaiq. Ms. Shaiq is a former President of the Tri-City Interfaith Council and continues to hold “Meet a Muslim” forums around the Bay Area and
across the country to combat Islamophobia.
Though The Muslims Are Coming! was released in 2012, the themes it addresses are still relevant today – perhaps even more relevant than they were six years ago. Come for a laugh, a sigh, and some good discussion!
The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose Peace
and Justice Center. Learn more about the series at http://bit.ly/nilesssds.
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Daytime Fellowship
The Daytime Fellowship Group is on summer hiatus.
They will return in September.

Mildred Reynolds Lap Robe Tying Group
During the May meeting of the lap robe tying
group 10 members tied 9 lap robes. This is the
final step before offering the lap robes to anyone who
would like one. The lap robe tying group meets on the
fourth Wednesday of the month, January to October,
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. In the middle of the meeting,
we take a lunch break and invite the office staff to join
us for fellowship. Three lap robes were given away this
month. If you know of someone who would like a lap

robe, notify Judy Molander or Alison Kieft. There is no
charge for the lap robes; all material and labor is donated. Everyone is invited to the meetings ,but let Judy
M. know if you plan to attend as lunch is provided.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the flea market using the fellowship hall, the JULY 25 AND AUGUST 22 meetings will be
at the home of Judy Molander, 45531 Cheyenne Place,
Fremont.

Change Of Address
Thanks to the work of our Ministry of Property Team, we have a mailbox installed by the east
doors, and are receiving mail at the church building. If you have your bank automatically send a
check to the church, please update the address they use to 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont 94536.
We will be closing our Niles P.O. box this month, and will no longer receive mail there.

Community Bulletin Board
Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are invited to submit short notices that may be of interest to the
rest of the congregation. Note, no commercial notices or partisan political announcements are allowed (to keep us
from running afoul of regulations). Niles Discovery Church makes no representations or endorsements about

the events or services listed.
EXCITING NEWS! NDC’s Ofer dal Lal and The
Mission Peak Choral Organization are proud to
announce the launch of the East Bay People's
Choir - a choral group for young and old; rich and poor;
skilled and novice; parent, child and everyone in between!
It’s a one-of-a-kind choral group that will make enjoyable
choral singing accessible to ALL.

The East Bay People’s Choir will be a non-auditioned, feefree, open ensemble, where people of all ages and all
backgrounds can learn to sing together. It will be led by Mr.
Ash Walker, one of the most engaging and charismatic young
conductors in the Bay Area. The first meeting of the choir will
occur early in September. Stay tuned for more information
about the exciting new East Bay People’s Choir.

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors to have regular, posted office
hours. Please call your pastor if you
would like to make an appointment
or have him/her come by for a visit.
None of the staff is available on
Mondays, 12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.,
because they are in a staff meeting.

Pastor Jeff is on vacation and study
leave through July 22.

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day off is Saturday. His email
is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107

Pastor Brenda is not in the office
Thursday-Saturday. Her email is
Church
510-797-0895
Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851

brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Her leave (vacation and sabbatical)
begins on July 30.
Cecilia Le’s hours are Thursdays,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her email is
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. Her email is admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Harold Rucker;
JoAn Parker;
Barry Kean;
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Susie Claxton;
Penn Boyer;
Cindy Corey;
Maxine Foster;
Bill Ball;
Suellyn Steigmeyer;
Mike Kean;
Dean Hunter;
Nancy Attinger;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;

Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Jan Filip;
Judi Eaton;
Ken Young;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
Grace Rankin’s brother, Jim
Carstairs;
Debbie Keesis' and Denise Church's
brother, Darren;
John Wharton's father;
Katy Wharton's mother;
Alison Kieft's sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;
Jerry Hollands;

Janet Butcher;
William "Butch" Butcher;
Rich Gallegos' friend, Jimmy;
Carol Easter's daughter, Allison;
Maria Garnica's brother, Victor
Garnica;
Michele McConville's mom, Marie
Maguire;
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol
Garret;
Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law,
Chris Dungan;
Rich Gallegos' mother, Esther;
Ken Young's friend, Marlene Balan;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay's sister;
Carol Easter's mother, Barbara.

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives.

All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
The Family Of Birth And Choice Of Lizann Bassham,
Including Pastor Jeff, as they grieve her death on May
27;
Judy Zlatnik And Her Extended Family as they grieve
the death of her brother, Bob, on May 18;
Dorothy Williams And Her Family as they grieve the
death of her daughter, Belinda Williams on May 15;
The family and friends of Kathy Bray, who died on May
5;
Pastor Brenda And Her Family as they grieve the death
of her uncle Jay Hartwick, on April 10;

Maxine Foster as she grieves the death of her
brother in late February;
Maria Garnica And Her Extended Family as they
grieve the death of her mother on February 14;
Ryan Ramseyer And His Extended Family as they
grieve the death of his grandfather;
Matt Espinoza, Edrea Espinoza, Penn Boyer, Isaiah
Espinoza, Aiyanna Espinoza, And Their Extended
Family as they grieve the death of their
father/grandfather, Ed Espinoza, on January 26.

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers,
Including People From Our Congregation And Friends.
These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; and
the Care Team.
Peace Throughout The Earth, Offering Thanks For All Who Work To Bring God’s Compassion And Merciful
Justice Through Non-Violent Methods To The World.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please alert Pastor Brenda.
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Rev. Jeffrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brenda Loreman,
Associate Pastor
36600 Niles Blvd.,
Fremont 94536
Phone: 510-797-0895
nilesdiscoverychurch.org

The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895;
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

