APRIL
Volume 18 Number 04

Details For The
Easter Services
Easter is on April 1 this year (no fooling).
We will have an Easter Sunrise Service at
6:45 a.m. in the Niles Town Plaza at the
railroad station. The service will include
singing, story, and communion. As we
have in the past couple years, we will
head over to the Nile
Café after the service
for breakfast. This
service is BYOC (bring your own chair).
The celebration of the resurrection will
continue at the 10:00 a.m. festival Easter
service, held in the sanctuary. Joy
abounds with choruses of “Alleluia,”
special anthems from the choir, and
communion. An Easter Egg hunt will follow the worship service for our children.

Town Hall meeting
April 15, 2018
After Worship
Help us decide on next year’s
Strategic Plan Goal One projects
See article on p. 3

Annual Meeting

UPCOMING WORSHIP

Our Annual Meeting
will be on Sunday,
May 6, following
worship in the Fellowship Hall. Annual Reports will be
available around April 22.

Easter Sunday
April 1
“The Greatest Joke Ever”
Mark 16:1-8

Holocaust Remembrance
Service Planned
The Tri-City Interfaith Council invites the
public to attend their annual Holocaust
Remembrance Service on Sunday, April
15, at 7:30 p.m. The service is held at
Temple Beth Torah, 42000 Paseo Padre
Parkway, Fremont.
The special speaker will be
Episcopal Priest Bruce
Bramlett who will speak on
the role of a religious person in addressing our genocidal society after the
Holocaust. Fr. Bramlett
says he will “highlight the specific history
of the Jewish-Christian encounter over
our two thousand year history and how
the Holocaust is simply the logical and
understandable result of Christian understandings of Jews and its deep integration into western cultural history.”

April 8
“The Cup of My Life”
Isaiah 43:1-7
April 15
“A Container of
God’s Presence”
John 15:1-11
April 22
“The Vessel of
Loving Energy”
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
April 29
“The Boundaries
of the Cup”
Matthew 14:22-27
May 6
“The Cup as My Teacher”
Luke 12:22-31
May 13
“Thirsty for Filling”
Psalm 63

The service is free and open to everyone
from all religious backgrounds, and no
religious background. A free will offering
will be received.

Choir To Provide Music At Yom HaShoah Service
The Niles Discovery Church choir, hopefully augmented with additional community
members (and maybe you) will be singing during the Holocaust Remembrance
Service. There will be two rehearsals – on Thursdays, April 5 and 12, 7:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at Niles Discovery Church – prior to singing at the service on April 15 at
Temple Beth Torah.
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Jeff’s Jottings
We’ve spent the bulk of the past
three months (nine out of thirteen
weeks) in our worship services
looking at some major social issues,
how the gospel applies to them,
and how following Jesus calls us to
address them. And in a few weeks
(starting on Mothers Day and
continuing for 40 days), the Poor
People’s Campaign* will be calling
us as Christians into the streets for
action on justice issues.
I
don’t
know
about you, but I
need to pause for
some
reflection
and renewal. And
that’s exactly what
we’re going to do
for six weeks,
through the Easter
season. Starting
on April 8, we will use a cup as the
central image in a six-week sermon
series inviting us to reflect on our
spiritual lives.
We drink from cups, so they can
remind us of our thirst for God and
how that thirst is quenched. We
also hold cups, we fill cups, we
empty cups, we wash cups – and
these activities can be metaphors
for our spiritual lives. With a cup’s
emptiness, fullness, brokenness,
flaws, and blessings, perhaps we
can see our own lives.
Joyce Rupp, whose book The Cup of
Our Life inspires this sermon series,
writes about how rich these
metaphors can be: “A cup is a
container for holding something.
Whatever it holds has to eventually

be emptied out so that something
more can be put into it. I have
learned that I cannot always expect
my life to be full. There has to be
some emptying, some pouring out,
if I am to make room for the new.
The spiritual journey is like that – a
constant process of emptying and
filling, of giving and receiving, of
accepting and letting go.
“The cup has taught me many
valuable lessons for my spiritual
growth. I have learned that my life
holds stale things that need to
be
discarded
and
that
sometimes my life feels as
wounded as a broken cup. I have
learned that I have flaws, chips,
and stains, just as any well-used
cup may have, but that these
markings of a well-traveled life
need not prevent me from being
a valuable gift for others. I have
learned that the contents of my
life are meant to be constantly
given and shared in a
generous gesture
of compassion,
just as the main
purpose of a cup
is to give its
contents away. I
have
especially
learned gratitude for all those
moments when the unexpected
has transformed my life into an
abundant cup of blessings.”
I invite you to select one particular
cup to use during these six weeks.
It could be a coffee mug, a sippy
cup, a wine glass – any cup, really,
though you might want to think
about using a cup that’s part of
your daily life. And you might want

it to be a cup you can bring to
church each week to hold during
the sermons.
And I should probably tell you
something about the sermons. A
big hunk of them will be spent in
reflection and discussion. The seats
in our sanctuary will be arranged in
little groups of three to facilitate
directed quiet discussion among
triads, reflecting on that week’s
theme (introduced by Pastor
Brenda or me) as it applies to our
own lives. The logistics of this may
be a bit challenging, but I hope
you’ll enter into this with an open
mind and a charitable heart.
Finally, one closing thought. There
seems to be something quite right
about the timing of this series. Our
Adult Sunday School class just
started a discussion series of the
book, A New Way to Be Human.
From what I’ve read about the
book, it too is an invitation to
reflect on our spiritual
lives. You’re welcome
to join the class; they
meet
in
the
Fellowship Hall from
9:00 a.m. to 9:50 a.m.
each Sunday.
Easter is about God calling forth
life. May this sermon series and
whatever other spiritual practices
you engage in during Easter draw
you deeper into the newness of
life.
Peace,
Pastor Jeff
*You can learn more about the
Poor People’s Campaign at https://
poorpeoplescampaign.org.

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave feedback or
comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he answers kids’ theological
questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com.
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Strategic Plan Update: Choosing Our Next Projects
On Sunday, April 15, we’ll gather for a Town Hall Meeting and indicate our passion and interest in the various Goal One ministry projects that have been suggested for next year. Everyone
will have an opportunity to find out more about the projects that
have been suggested so far, and then sign up for the projects each of us is
interested in working on
After the Town Hall Meeting, Cabinet will evaluate the projects and how
much interest each one has, and either decide which projects we’ll do (if the choice
is obvious) or schedule another congregational event to further narrow down the
choices.
It’s not too late to suggest an idea for a new project. Projects should be as intergenerational, multicultural, and hands-on as possible, and help us live out our mission: Following the example of Jesus, Niles Discovery Church welcomes all people, grows in our relationship with God and each other, and serves our neighbors near and far.
Do you have a service project that you’re passionate about? Do you have an idea for a
new project we should start in the coming year? If so, please send your ideas to Pastor
Brenda by Tuesday, April 10.

Dear Church,
Thank you so much for
the wonderful ways you
lifted up and celebrated
my fifth anniversary as
your Associate Pastor.
I’m so grateful for the
gifts of books and cards,
cupcakes, and a special
song—and, as always, I’m
deeply grateful for the
opportunity to be your
pastor and minister with
you.

“Swing Dancing For St. James School” Returns To NDC

Pastor Brenda

Dee-Jay and Dance Instructor, Mike
Quebec, joins us again for
a swingin' fundraiser for
St. James Community
School in Kenya, on
Saturday, May 12, 2018,
in the Niles Discovery
Church Fellowship Hall.

Let The PPRC Know

Learn to dance during the Collegiate Shag
Workshop from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
and/or the Dean Collin’s Style Lindy Hop
Workshop from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for
a $25 advance purchase or $30 at the
door. If you already style yourself as a

Press Release

swingin’ dancer, you can attend the
Dance portion of the
evening for $10 in advance
or $15 at the door. A 30minute East Coast Swing
lesson is still included in the
ticket price. The East Coast
Swing lesson begins at 7:00
p.m., and then party to
1940s and '50s dance music from 7:30
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. To purchase tickets
online go to www.rockinswing.com or
esperecano@gmail.com. See Judy Zlatnik
for questions or more information.
Niles Discovery Church
36600 Niles Blvd.,
Fremont 94536

Writer Sought
The church is seeking someone to write press releases. The primary work includes
writing a press release for the Second Saturday Documentary Series each month, and
will include other press releases that may arise. Training is offered.
If you would like to try your hand at being a reporter, please contact Pastor Jeff right
away.

The
Pastor
Parish
Relations
Committee
(PPRC) wants to hear
from you. Contact any
PPRC member – Mark
Twist, Judy Molander,
Cindy Sojourner, Ken
Rasler, Debbie Keesis,
Pastor Jeff Spencer and
Pastor Brenda Loreman –
if you have a concern
about the life of the
church that you want to
explore. If you have a
church relationship that’s
hurting and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.
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Special Offerings

We Are One Rally/
Vigils Continue
The next monthly “We
Are One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the Tri-City Interfaith Council and Compassionate
Fremont,
gathers on April 26.
These rally/vigils are held
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m. on the fourth Thursday of the month at the
corner of Walnut and
Paseo Padre in Fremont.
People are invited to
make and bring signs that
are peaceful, compassionate,
and
nonpartisan. Watch your
Sunday announcement
folders for this month’s
theme.

Van Needed For
Camp Tam
The Northern California
Nevada Conference of
the United Church of
Christ is looking for a donation of a van for Camp
Tamarack. A van is needed in case an emergency
evacuation is ordered. If
you have a van you’re
thinking of replacing,
would you consider donating it? Talk to either of
our pastors if you can
help out.

The April Special Offering will be split between
Pacific School of Religion
and Chapman University. Pacific School of Religion is
the nearest seminary that trains
future United Church of Christ
and Disciples of Christ pastors. Chapman
University is our “local” UCC- and DOCrelated college. Your support of these two
educational institutions helps train the
future leaders of our church and our
world.
This offering will be officially received on
Sunday, April 8. As with all our special
offerings, you are welcome to give at any
time (always make checks payable to Niles
Discovery Church). You can also give

online: go to our church webpage and
click the “donate” button at the top of
the page.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each month. With that
many possibilities for special giving,
you may need to choose which ones
are most important to you. You can
see the schedule of special offerings
at http://j.mp/speoff2018 or call the
church office we will mail you one.
Last month, the March special offering (to
be split between the UCC’s One Great
Hour of Sharing and the DOC’s Week of
Compassion special offerings) raised an
impressive $2,649 for disaster response
and development grants. We are making
lives better, thanks to your generosity!

Second Saturday Documentary Series

Documentary Film Exposes
The Invisible War In The U.S. Military
Submitted by Devin Elizalde
One of the biggest and most well-kept secrets of the U.S. is the number and frequency of sexual assaults on military service women by their fellow comrades. In
the 2012 documentary The Invisible War, filmmaker Kirby Dick investigates how
over 500,000 female service members have experienced sexual assault with little
to no justice.
The film will be shown on April 14 at 1:30 p.m. as part of the Second Saturday Documentary Series at Niles Discovery Church. The screening is free and open to the
public.
Only eight percent of known cases are prosecuted with a marginally low two percent conviction rate. The documentary features interviews with several women
from different military branches, who bravely share the details of their assaults
and the chain of events that followed. Along with sharing their stories some of the
women record their daily lives and routines as assault victims.
The film also takes an in-depth look at several sexual abuse scandals in the U.S.
military -- including Tailhook (1991, Navy), Aberdeen (1996, Army), Air Force Academy (2003), and Marine Barracks Washington (2012).
The film screening will be followed by discussion.
The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery
Church and the San Jose Peace and Justice Center. Learn more about the series at
http://bit.ly/nilesssds.
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Mildred Reynolds Lap Robe
Tying Group

Daytime Fellowship

The lap robe tying group meets on the fourth Wednesday
of the month, January to October, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Please join to share in fellowship and lunch as they tie off
lap robes that have been stitched together during the
month. The lap robes are then given to people who might
enjoy them and to remind them that they are always
wrapped in God’s love. If you know of someone who
would like a lap robe, contact Alison Kieft or Judy Molander. If you plan to join in the fellowship and fun this
month, please let Judy Molander know (since lunch is provided, it’s nice to get a head-count).

Butterfly Tea Takes Flight
This year’s spring tea takes place in Laurel
Bebee's lovely back yard. The $45 cost includes the experience of releasing a live butterfly outside!
Please make a verbal or email reservation with Alison:
Heartqwn16@comcast.net or 510.504.0262. Payment is
not due until May 6.

Community Bulletin Board
Members and friends of Niles Discovery
Church are invited to submit short notices
that may be of interest to the rest of the
congregation. Note, no commercial notices or
partisan political announcements are allowed
(to keep us from running afoul of regulations). Niles Discovery
Church makes no representations or endorsements about the
events or services listed.

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors
to have regular, posted office hours.
Please call your pastor if you would
like to make an appointment or have
him/her come by for a visit. None of
the staff is available on Mondays,
12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m., because they
are in a staff meeting.
Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday, and
his day off is Saturday. His email is

The Daytime Fellowship Group meets on the
third Monday of the month at 11:30 a.m. One of
our pastors leads a Bible study (typically looking at a
scripture for the coming Sunday’s worship service). This is
followed by a time for visiting with each other as we eat
our brown bag lunches and a provided dessert.
Sometimes there is a little bit of business that needs to be
taken care of. The meeting typically ends by 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome.

Calling All Cooks And Tasters
After church on Sunday, April 29, we'll be
having
our
ever-popular
Cook-Off.
This year the categories are: anything in a Crock-Pot or
Instant Pot, and your favorite, most-requested dessert.
We’ll provide drinks and rolls, tasting cups and ballots.
Just bring your creation, if possible in small bites, on April
29. Winners in each category will receive a gift card.
This will be the Potluck of the Century! Please sign up on
the Ministry of Hospitality and Fellowship bulletin board,
or see Melissa Palleschi if you have any questions.
The Golden Gate Men’s Chorus (the
chorus Pastor Jeff sings with) will
present their spring concert, Anthem,
on Saturday, May 5 at 8:00 p.m. and
on Sunday, May 6 at 4:00 pm., at
Mission Dolores, 3321 16th St., San
Francisco. They will be joined by the San Francisco Boys Chorus.
Tickets are $25 (with $40 VIP reserved seating available).
Purchase tickets online at ggmc.org.

jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. Pastor
Jeff will be on vacation April 30
through May 6.

brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Brenda will be on vacation April
2 through April 8.

Pastor Brenda is not in the office
Thursday—Saturday. Her email is

Cecilia Le’s hours are Tuesdays, 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her email is cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. Cecilia
will be on vacation April 14 through
May 2.

Church
510-797-0895
Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107

Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Her email
is admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Barry Kean;
JoAn Parker;
Cindy Corey;
John Smith;
Maxine Foster;
Bill Ball;
Suellyn Steigmeyer;
Mike Kean;
Dean Hunter;
Nancy Attinger;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Penn Boyer;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;

Jan Filip;
Judi Eaton;
Ken Young;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
Pastor Jeff’s friend, Lizann;
Alison Kieft’s cousin, JoAnn;
Susie Claxton’s brother- and sister-inlaw, Jim and Yvonne Bouquin;
B. Newell’s niece, Erika Hovland Bahij
John Wharton’s father;
Katy Wharton’s mother;
Jerry Hollands;
Janet Butcher;
William “Butch” Butcher;
Rich Gallegos’ friend, Jimmy;

Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison;
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor Garnica;
Michele McConville’s mom, Marie
Maguire;
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret;
Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris
Dungan;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister;
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara;
Dorothy Williams’ daughter,
Belinda Williams.

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives.

All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
Maxine Foster as she grieves the death of her
brother in late February;
Maria Garnica and her extended family as they
grieve the death of her mother on February 14;
Ryan Ramseyer and his extended family as they
grieve the death of his grandfather;

Matt Espinoza, Edrea Espinoza, Penn Boyer, Isaiah
Espinoza, Aiyanna Espinoza, and their extended
family as they grieve the death of their
father/grandfather, Ed Espinoza, on January 26;
Katy Wharton and her family as they grieve the
death of Katy’s step-father on December 23;

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
For all who are awaiting news about their next steps in their educations, including Elena Sojourner who is
hoping to move from the wait list to a fall admission at UC Irvine Medical School, so that their dreams may be fulfilled.
The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers,
Including People From Our Congregation And Friends.
These leaders of our congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; and
the Care Team.
Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful justice
through non-violent methods to the world.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please
let Pastor Jeff know.
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The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message at 510-797-0895 or email the church office
(admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

