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Church Will Take Ashes To The Streets
Several members of our church will join our pastors as we
take ashes to the streets on Ash Wednesday, February 14. The
plan (as this edition of The Bell goes to press) is to take ashes
to the Union City BART station and to make them available to
anyone who wishes to receive them during the afternoon
commute. If you would like to help with this effort, please
contact either Pastor Jeff or Pastor Brenda.
Because Ash Wednesday is also Valentine’s Day, rather than reminding people that they are dust and to dust they shall return, our pastors plan to say, “Remember you are love and to love you shall return,” as they trace hearts on people’s foreheads.
We will also offer a simple, meditative service at the church at 7:30 p.m. for all who
would like to participate.

Training Required
For Access Card

Call To
Annual Budget Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the 2018
Annual Budget Meeting will be held
on Sunday, February 4, following
worship in the fellowship hall. In
addition to considering and
adopting a budget for the year, the
congregation will vote on proposed
amendments to the Bylaws. Annual
Budget Reports, which will include a
financial report, the proposed
budget, and the proposed bylaws
amendments, are available in the
fellowship hall. Your attendance is
prayerfully and urgently requested.
Cathy West,
Clerk

The church property was
broken into in December, and, as a
result, the Ministry of Property and
the Cabinet have decided it’s a good
time to start using our alarm
system. We hope to have it fully
implemented by February 28. What
this means is anyone holding an
access card must be trained on using
the alarm; those not trained will find
their access card deactivated.

UPCOMING WORSHIP
February 4
“I Believe You”
Luke 24:1-11
February 11
“Overcoming Patriarchy”
Galatians 3:19-29
February 14
Ash Wednesday
simple service
7:30 p.m.
February 18
“What Is It?"
Exodus 16
February 25
“You Lack Only One Thing"
Mark 10:17-27
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Jeff’s Jottings

is the most important moral issue
I will also be joining the Poor
of our day. It is time for a new Poor
People’s Campaign more directly,
“The church must be
People’s Campaign, and two
for I feel I must join in calling our
reminded that it is
prominent faith leaders – the Rev.
nation to a moral revival. I will
not the master or the
Liz Theoharis and the Rev. Dr.
attend a training this month at
servant of the state,
William J. Barber, II – have issued
Zaytuna College in Berkeley, and I
but rather the
such a call. They are calling this the
will be joining rallies and marches in
conscience of the
“Poor People’s Campaign: A
Sacramento this spring. I will
state. It must be the guide and the
National Call to Moral
probably join in
critic of the state, and never its tool.
“There is no such thing as some of the acts of
Revival.”
If the church does not recapture its
being non-political.
civil disobedience
The ground work for
prophetic zeal, it will become an
Everything we say or do and face arrest.
the campaign has either affirms or critiques
irrelevant social club without moral
already begun. Training
I hope you will join
or spiritual authority.”
the status quo.
sessions
are
being
held
the Poor People’s
Even to say nothing is
- Martin Luther King, Jr.,
across the country. This
Campaign, too. If
to say something.”
Strength to Love, 1963.
spring, thousands of
you are not already
- Fr. Richard Rohr
50 years ago last December, the
disenfranchised
convinced that the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
people, members of the clergy, and
nation needs a moral revival, I hope
issued a public call for a “Poor
moral leaders will engage in
my Lenten sermon series will
People’s
Campaign.”
King
protests and direct actions at
convince you. Then I hope you will
recognized the triple threats to
statehouses and the U.S. Capitol.
find ways to be involved, ways that
democracy in the United States
The leaders hope the six weeks of
are faithful to your circumstance
from racism, militarism, and
protest will be one of the largest
and calling.
poverty. He argued that the three
waves of civil disobedience in the
If you use email, I recommend
overlapped and needed to be
U.S. The actions will take
going to the campaign’s webpage at
addressed
“For all people of faith, place across at least 25
poorpeoplescampaign.org
and
together.
He
states
(including
the question is not
signing
up
to
receive
emails.
If
you
argued that they whether to be 'political' California), as well as the
do Facebook, I encourage you to
needed
to
be
District of Columbia. Its
but how to do so
“like” the Poor People’s Campaign
addressed as moral
with faithfulness to
leaders hope that the
and California Poor People’s
issues, and the way
the vision and love
weeks of action will lead to
Campaign pages and to check them
to do this was with
that has claimed
mass mobilization at the
regularly for inspiration and
a Poor People’s
and called us.”
U.S. Capitol on June 21.
information.
Campaign. Yes, this
- Rev. Wesley
All
this
makes
me
think
moral
approach Granberg Michaelson
I ask that you pray. Pray for me as I
that the time is right for
would
include
prepare my sermons. Pray for our
me to update and preach a sermon
political action and solutions; it
church as we seek to faithfully fulfill
series that I offered several years
could not do otherwise. But
our mission. Pray for the leadership
ago on Sabbath Economics. This
because these triplets posed a
of the Poor People’s Campaign, and
series will provide some theological
moral threat, they needed to be
for all those involved in the
underpinning of the Poor People’s
address morally.
Campaign, and pray for a moral
Campaign. So that’s what I’m going
revival in our nation.
I have argued that the three threats
to do this Lent (which starts on
King identified still threaten
Peace,
February 14; see article about Ash
democracy and morality in the
Pastor Jeff
Wednesday on page 1).
United States, and that they are
Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his
joined by sexism and environmental
sermons there so you can leave feedback or comments. He has started another
degradation. In fact, I have argued
blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he answers kids’
that human-caused climate change
theological questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com.
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You’re Invited To The DOC Anti-Racism Training
You are invited to attend an all-day Antiracism Training lead by Disciples of Christ
(DOC) ministers on February 24 from
8:30 am to 4:00 pm in our fellowship
hall.

will create more
peace and justice
in our church, local
community,
nation,
and world.

Your attendance will help prepare our
congregation to become more multicultural and will also help fulfill the Pathways to Beloved Community’s (P2BC)
goal for 90% of our members to receive
anti-racism training by 2021. Supporting
and learning practical ways for individuals and our church to help end racism

The training fee is $40 per person. Lunch will be provided. To register
without
a
scholarship,
go
to
http://j.mp/art1802. To request a scholarship, please contact cP2BC project
champion Joy Barnitz at:
jbarnitz@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

Moderator’s Moment
As a church, we strive to be inclusive.
The operative term here should
be “strive”, because as
simple as it sounds,
“being inclusive” is a
rather complex thing.
Take for example, our
requirement
for
membership
of
the
church. Our Bylaws state
that “Any baptized person” can become
a member and provides no pathway to
membership for those who are not
baptized. Pastor Jeff addressed this in his
sermon on January 14. However, his
sermon was left open-ended and he
asked that we complete the sermon in
our town hall meeting after the service.
I was quite moved by our town hall
meeting, A lot of people shared their
thoughts and provided much needed
perspectives for the Cabinet to consider.
This is what I gleaned from the
conversations:
Anyone associated with the church has
as much access to the church community
as members of the church do – except
for the ability to vote at congregational
meetings and serving as an officer of the
Cabinet.

Some feel that church leadership should
be conducted by those who have
professed their faith through baptism,
while others point out that those
baptized as infants, while technically
baptized, did not profess any faith
on their own.
Others stated that we are a Christian
church that needs Christian leaders,
which makes it important that members
are Christian.
That begged the question, “How do you
define a Christian?” which wasn’t really
answered during the meeting. It was also
noted that some people do not have, or
cannot find their Certificate of Baptism,
and as such, we simply take their word
for it.
This, and more, was discussed at the
Cabinet meeting on January 15. While
Cabinet agreed this is an important issue,
we also believe that we don’t have
enough information to act on it. The
Cabinet feels that we shouldn’t rush into
a decision; rather, we should pray on it
and keep the discussing going.
We encourage you to share your
thoughts on the matter via email to
cabinet@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

Inquirers Class
offered
If you have been
considering
formally
uniting with the church
or if you just want more
information about the
church, please come to
an Inquirers Class. The
next class will be offered
on Sunday, February 18,
following worship, in
Room 3. Please get a cup
of coffee and some
snacks and then join one
of our pastors for a
discussion and a couple
of hand-outs to help you
understand more about
the church and to get
some answers to your
questions.

Let The PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda
Loreman – if you have a
concern about the life of
the church that you want
to explore. If you have a
church relationship that’s
hurting and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.
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Niles Discovery Church Hosts Local
Interfaith Harmony Day Event

Pretty As A Picture
From time to time, members of the church take
pictures during various
church
events.
And
sometimes those pictures
are posted on our Facebook page. But you may
not want your picture
used, so you should know
about our church’s policy
on using pictures. If you
don’t want your picture
used on line, you can opt
out. Just go to http://
j.mp/ndcdnp, print and
fill out the form, and
send it the church office –
or you can call the church
office to have a form
mailed to you.

Join our email lists
To join any of our email
lists, just go to http://
bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
and start filling out the
forms. You can select
what email lists you want
to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more.

World Interfaith Harmony
Week was proclaimed by
the United Nations General Assembly in 2010,
in a resolution that
states, “Mutual understanding and interreligious dialogue
constitute important dimensions of a culture of
peace” and so they “established World
Interfaith Harmony Week as a way to
promote harmony between all people regardless of their faith.”
The Tri-City Interfaith Council is holding
a local Interfaith Harmony Day event on
Saturday, February 3, from 1:00 p.m. to

3:30 p.m., at Niles Discovery
Church. The afternoon
event will give space for
many different faith
traditions to be represented by their local
communities in small
-group guided conversations. Participants
from local communities of
Atheist, Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Unitarian Universalist, and more will have booths
showcasing their beliefs, traditions and
sacred objects.
Everyone is encouraged to attend.

We Are One Rally/Vigils Gathers In The Dark
The monthly “We Are One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the
Tri-City Interfaith Council and Compassionate Fremont,
gathers on February 22. These rally/vigils are held from
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of the
month at the corner of Walnut and Paseo Padre in
Fremont. Yes, that hour is dark at this time of year, but
faithfulness to the cause of unity continues to draw people to the corner. People are
invited to make and bring signs that are peaceful, compassionate, and non-partisan.
Watch your Sunday announcement folders for this month’s theme.

Interfaith Council Adopts Anti-Hate Statement
At their meeting on January 4, the Tri-City Interfaith Council adopted the following
anti-hate statement. Starting with a draft written by Pastor Jeff, the Council spent
considerable time editing and modifying the statement before adopting it. “I think
TCIC’s statement resonates with the ‘Statement of Commitment and Action’ adopted
by the Niles Discovery Church Cabinet on July 17, 2017,” Pastor Jeff said. You can read
the Niles Discovery Church statement at http://bit.ly/ndccomact.
Interfaith Council’s Anti-Hate Statement
As a grassroots collection of people from many spiritual traditions, we want to clearly
state that our faith traditions call us to recognize all people as equal and sacred. We
reject racism, bigotry, and hatred.
When expressions of white supremacy, anti-Semitism, neo-Nazi ideology, Islamophobia, hatred against ethnic minorities, and other forms of oppression make headlines,
Continued; see “Enriched by Our Diversity” page 5
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Continued from page 4

Enriched by Our Diversity
we must stand firmly against these exhibitions of hate. The Nazi swastika, the Ku Klux Klan hood, and the Confederate flag are symbols that have no place in American society.
While we denounce violence in any form by any group, we reject suggestions of the moral equivalency of groups that
promote white supremacy and hatred of all kinds with those who oppose such values and protest against them.
We praise the many groups that are working in our community and across our country to overcome division and build
understanding, whether it is among people of different races, faiths, sexual orientations, gender identities, or gender
expressions; between police officers and community members; or within our schools.
All our faiths are grounded in the common value of compassion. We affirm fair treatment for all and the centrality of
“loving our neighbors as ourselves.” Prejudice, animosity, or violence against any group of people is completely antithetical to our religious principles. We promote our national values which declare that we are one nation with
“liberty and justice for all.”
We call on all people of good will to work together for the common good and honor the contributions of all individuals. Rather than be divided by our differences, let us be enriched by our diversity.

2018 CAMP SCHEDULE
SCHOOL YEAR UCC CAMPS
Feb Camp
(for grades 9-12)
February 17-19

SUMMER UCC CAMPS AT CAZ
You and Me Camp
(for kids entering grades 1-3 and an adult)
July 6-8

SUMMER UCC/DOC CAMPS AT TAM
Counselor In Training
(entering grade 12 or graduate)
July 12-14

Youth Spiritual Retreat
(for grades 6-12) March 10

Senior High Camp
(entering grades 10-12)
July 8-14

Junior Camp
(entering grades 4-6)
July 15-21

Counselor In Training Camp
(entering grade 12 or graduate)
July 15-21

Junior High Camp
(entering grades 7-9)
July 22-28

Junior Camp
(entering grades 4-6)
July 15-21

Senior High Camp
(entering grades 10-12)
July 19-August 4

Annual Gathering Youth Program
(for grades 7-12)
June 14-17
SCHOOL YEAR DOC CAMPS
Feb Camp
(grades 9-12)
February 17-19
Adult Camp
(ages 18-118)
May 31-June 3

Junior High Camp
(entering grades 7-9)
July 22-28
Community Camp
(all ages)
August 3-5

SUMMER DOC CAMPS AT COMMUNITY OF THE GREAT COMMISSION
Grandparents and Me Camp
(for kids entering grades K-3 and an adult)
June 20-July 2

Junior Camp
(entering grades 4-6)
June 24-30

CYF Camp
(entering grades 7-12)
July 1-7

Chi Rho Camp
(entering grades 7-9)
June 24-30
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Special Offerings
The February Special
Offering will be for the
wonderful work done by
SAVE (Safe Alternatives
for Violent Environments). SAVE runs domestic violence safety
programs (like the emergency shelter) and prevention
programs (like their healthy teen dating program). To
learn more about SAVE’s programs, see www.savedv.org.
In addition to the monetary offering that will be officially
received on Sunday, February 11, we will be dedicating
ditty bags filled with personal hygiene products for the
women who come to the shelter, often with nothing
more than the clothing they’re wearing.

As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to give
at any time (always make checks payable to Niles Discovery Church). You can also give online: go to our
church webpage, click the “donate” button at the top of
the page, and select the appropriate special offering.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each
month. With that many possibilities for special giving,
you may need to choose which ones are most important
to you. You can see the schedule of special offerings at
http://j.mp/speoff2018 or call the church office and we
will mail you one.
Thanks to your generosity, you gave over $963 to TriCity Volunteers in last month’s special offering. Thank
you.

Change of Address
Niles Discovery Church is now receiving mail at the church building. If you have your bank automatically
send a check to the church, please update the address they use to 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont 94536.

SECOND SATURDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES

Second Saturday Documentary
Focuses On
Ferguson Uprising
Whose Streets? is an unflinching look at race relations and the
2014 Ferguson Missouri uprising. The film will be shown February 10 at 1:30 p.m. as part of the Second Saturday Documentary
Series at Niles Discovery Church. The screening is free and open
to the public.
Told by the activists and leaders who live and breathe the Black Lives Matter movement for justice, Whose
Streets? is an unflinching look at the Ferguson uprising. When unarmed teenager, Michael Brown, is killed by
police officer Darren Wilson, and left lying in the street for hours, it marks a breaking point for the residents of
St. Louis, Missouri. Grief, long-standing racial tensions, and renewed anger bring residents together to hold vigils
and protest this latest tragedy. Empowered parents, artists, and teachers from around the country come together as freedom fighters.
As the national guard descends on Ferguson with military grade weaponry, these young community members
become the torchbearers of a new resistance. Filmmakers Sabaah Folayan and Damon Davis know this story because they are part of the story.
There will be a moderated discussion after the screening.
The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose Peace and
Justice Center. Learn more about the series at http://bit.ly/nilesssds.
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Daytime Fellowship
The Daytime Women’s Fellowship Group is now
simply the Daytime Fellowship Group. The name
change is to signify that everyone without regard to gender
identity is welcome to participate.

Mildred Reynolds
Lap Robe Tying Group
The lap robe tying group meets on the fourth
Wednesday of the month, January to October, 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please join us to share in fellowship and lunch as we tie off lap robes that have been
stitched together during the month. The lap robes
are then given to people who might enjoy them and
to remind them that they are always wrapped in
God’s love. If you know of someone who would like
a lap robe, contact Alison Kieft or Judy Molander. If
you plan to join in the fellowship and fun this month,
please let Judy Molander know (since lunch is provided, it’s nice to get a head-count).

Women’s Spring Renewal
The annual Spring Gathering of women from across our Region and Conference is just around the corner. It will
be held on March 10, at Via Dolorosa Congregational Christian Church in Modesto, CA. The keynote
speaker is Renae Earl, and Rev. Sandhya Jha will be
preaching. Isolation is a tool used to keep women
apart – and coming together is a way that we can
rise and become the full people that God calls us to
be. Thus, the theme for this year’s Renewal is, “We
are One in the Spirit.”
Please take note of the date and place above (there
was a little miscommunication about that earlier).
Registration will be available soon and the cost remains low at $25.

The Daytime Fellowship Group meets on the third Monday of
the month at 11:30 a.m. One of our pastors leads a Bible
study (typically looking at a scripture for the coming Sunday’s
worship service). This is followed by a time for visiting with
each other as we eat our brown bag lunches and a provided
dessert. Sometimes there is a little bit of business that needs
to be taken care of. The meeting typically ends by 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome.

Have You Attended a
Progressive Dinner?
If you have, you know how much fun it is. If you
haven’t, you’ll get the chance to join other Niles
Discovery Church friends for the 2018 Progressive Dinner on
February 10 at 5:00 p.m. It is always an evening of fun, and
an opportunity to get to know people in the church better.
The evening will begin at 5 p.m., with smaller groups gathering at the home of one of the church members for appetizers
and a salad course. At 7:00 p.m., everyone will gather in the
Church Fellowship Hall for the main course and a selection of
side dishes, then we will finish off the evening with dessert.
Please provide an appetizer or side dish if you wish to
attend. We are also looking for some hosts for the appetizer
and salad course.
Everyone is welcome, but please add your name to the sign
up form on the Ministry of Hospitality and Fellowship bulletin
board or contact one of these Ministry of Hospitality and Fellowship Members: Melissa Palleschi, 510-894-2520; Riki Twist
510-792-7317, or Alison Kieft, 510-657-8454, so they can assign your beginning location.

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors
to have regular, posted office hours.
Please call your pastor if you would
like to make an appointment or have
him/her come by for a visit. None of
the staff is available on Mondays,
12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m., because they
are in a staff meeting. The office will
be closed on Presidents’ Day.

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day off is Saturday. His
email is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

Pastor Brenda is not in the office
Thursday-Saturday. Her email is
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

Church
510-797-0895

Cecilia Le’s hours are Tuesdays, 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her email is
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Kathie Knox;
Cindy Corey;
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Marty Lange (husband of our
Office Administrator);
Barry Kean;
Michele McConville;
Maxine Foster;
Bill Ball;
Dean Hunter;
Nancy Attinger;
Judy Smith;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Penn Boyer;

Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Jan Filip;
Judi Eaton;
Ken Young;
Mike Kean;
Andrew Zlatnik;
Peter Zlatnik;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
Susie Claxton’s brother- and sister-inlaw, Jim and Yvonne Bouquin;
B. Newell’s niece, Erika Hovland Bahij
John Wharton’s father;
Katy Wharton’s mother;
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law,
Debbie Thompson;
Jerry Hollands;

Janet Butcher;
William “Butch” Butcher;
Rich Gallegos’ friend, Jimmy;
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison;
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor Garnica;
Michele McConville’s mom, Marie
Maguire;
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret;
Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris
Dungan;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister;
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara;
Dorothy Williams’ daughter,
Belinda Williams.

All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
Matt Espinoza, Edrea Espinoza, Penn Boyer, Isaiah
Espinoza, Aiyanna Espinoza, and their extended
family as they grieve the death of their
father/grandfather, Ed Espinoza, on January 26;
Katy Wharton and her family as they grieve the
death of Katy’s step-father on December 23;

family as they grieve the death of Anthony’s father
Alex, on September 25;
Mark Aragon and his family as they grieve the death
of his sister on September 15;
The family of Jean Kneisler as they grieve her death
on August 31.

Anthony Kungo (one of our Boy Scouts) and his

Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives.
People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers,
Including People From Our Congregation And Friends.
Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful justice
through non-violent methods to the world.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please
let Pastor Jeff know.
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Niles Discovery
Church
Rev. Jeffrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brenda Loreman,
Associate Pastor
36600 Niles Blvd.,
Fremont 94536
Phone: 510-797-0895
nilesdiscoverychurch.org

The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message at 510-797-0895 or email the church office
(admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

