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Special Theme, Special Services Planned For December

UPCOMING WORSHIP

The overarching theme
of this year’s Advent and
Christmastide
worship
services is “The Angel
Angle.” Angels keep
showing up in the Christmas stories in Matthew
and Luke and that is inspiring everything from
the Christmas Cantata
the choir is preparing to
the sermons our pastors
are preparing.

December 3
“The Angel Angle – Mary”
Luke 1:26-38

In addition, there will be
two special services in
December. On Thursday,
December 21, at 7:30
p.m., we will hold our
“Longest Night Service.”

You can read more about
it on page 4.
On
Christmas
Eve,
which is
a Sunday this
year,
we will
have
two services. Our 10:00
a.m. service will focus on
the music of the season.
Our children and youth
will present some Christmas carols and the congregation will sing oth-

ers. Then, at 11:00 p.m.,
we will hold our candlelight
service. Everyone is invited
to
attend. Extend
the
invitation
to
your
neighbors.
Children
are welcome to come in
their PJs. The service will
include special Christmas
Anthems from the choir,
familiar Christmas Carols,
and candlelight. Pastor
Jeff will be preaching.

Pledge Campaign Shows Stable Growth
Following the Generous Way of Jesus, 63 households made
financial pledges for 2018 totaling $210,320. This is an
increase from pledges for 2016, both in the number of
pledges made and the total amount pledged. Bookkeeper Cecilia
Le noted that there are still a few pledges she expects will be made
before the end of the year making these numbers even stronger.

December 10
“The Angel Angle
– Joseph”
Matthew 1:18-25
December 17
Christmas Cantata
“Sing with the Angels”
December 21, 7:30 p.m.
Longest Night Service
December 24, 10:00 a.m.
“Sing Us Your Christmas”
December 24, 11:00 p.m.
“The Angel Angle –
the Shepherds”
Luke 2:1-20
December 31
“The Angel Angle
– the Magi”
Matthew 2:1-12
January 7
“The Angel Angle
– Refugees”

“Time and again, the members and friends of this congregation step up to meet
needs – specific and general,” Pastor Jeff said. “I am so proud and thankful for this
congregation.”
Pledges, budget requests from the various Ministry Teams in the church, and history
are used by the Finance Committee to draft a budget for Cabinet’s consideration.
Cabinet makes the final determination of what will be presented to the congregation
for their possible amendment and approval. The annual financial meeting of the congregation will be on Sunday, January 28, 2018, following worship.
If you have not yet pledged, you can do so online at http://j.mp/ndcpledge, or you
can contact Cecilia (by email at cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org or phone 510-7970895 x4) to tell her your pledge.
Thank you for your generous support of the ministry of Niles Discovery Church.
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The Angel Angle
When I was growing up, it didn’t
feel like the house was ready for
Christmas until Mom hung the
angel mobile in the front window.
It was a simple home-made
decoration,
a
gold-painted
wooden hoop
from
which
dangled small
red felt angels.
Mom had made
it either before I
was born, or
early enough in
my life that it
felt like it had
always existed.
In its place over
the
front
window seat, it
would sparkle in the setting sun,
and any small air movement—a
breeze from an opened door, or
the central heating coming up
through the floor grate—would set
the angels dancing.
I’ve always loved the idea of
angels, perhaps encouraged by my
early memories of my childhood
home. Although angels appear in
stories throughout the Bible and
serve various functions, our
understanding of what angels are
and what they look like is probably

rooted in the nativity stories and in
their
portrayal
in
western
European art. Most often, they are
portrayed in the form of a beautiful
human figure in sumptuous robes,
with enormous, feathered wings.
Mary is often portrayed calmly
reading as Gabriel
shows up, which
always strikes me as
odd. Wouldn’t you
freak out
if a
glittering
supernatural
being
showed up in your
bedroom? I know I
would.
One of my favorite
paintings
puts
a
slightly different spin
on Gabriel and Mary.
In The Annunciation,
by
19th-century
African-American
artist
Henry
Ossawa Tanner,
the artist envisions
Mary as a humble
Middle
Eastern
teenager, and the
angel Gabriel as a
beam of light
appearing in her bedroom. She
looks like she just woke up, and
she’s calm, but looks a little afraid.
That fear is why the very first thing
the angels say to the people they
encounter is “Do not be afraid.”

In the nativity stories of the gospels
according to Luke and Matthew,
the
angels
are
important
messengers of God. They bring
news that is life-changing (Gabriel’s
message to Mary), joyful (the news
of Jesus’s birth to the shepherds),
just (the message to Joseph to take
Mary as his wife), and dangerous
(the message to the Magi to flee
Herod’s wrath). Without the
angels, the stories of Jesus’s birth
would not have the drama and
energy that they do.
This Advent season, we’ll be
exploring the meaning and
messages of the angels in the
nativity stories. Each week from
December 3 through January 7,
we’ll explore a different angel
message from the nativity stories
and what it means for our lives
today. And on December
17, we’ll hear the angel
stories told through
song as the choir
presents their cantata
during morning worship.
See page 1 for further
information about our
Advent and Christmas
services; I do hope you
can join us, and encourage you to
invite your family and friends.
Blessings of the season,
Pastor Brenda

Make A Difference Day - A Success
30 volunteers from Niles Discovery Church, including Scouts and parents
(and sister) from our Boy Scout Troop and Cub Scout Pack, met at the
Fremont Senior Center on October 28, 2017 and did make a difference
there. Drivers approaching the building will see freshly painted blue and
green curbs. Plants around the entrance were trimmed, flowerbeds were
weeded and covered with tanbark, and the grounds cleaned up. Thanks
to all who participated.
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Celebrate The Beginning Of Advent
Our Advent Celebration will follow the worship service on December 3. We will kick off the Advent
Season enjoying music provided by the Montecito
Brass, joining the band to sing Christmas carols and
sharing Christmas treats. You are welcome and encouraged to bring your favorite Christmas goody to
share.

Giving Opportunities Continue Through The Season
As announced in last month’s edition of
The Bell, there are several opportunities
to share the joy of the season through
your special giving. Here’s a summary of
how you can give during December.

 The Holiday Food Gift Bag drive wraps

up on December 10. The Ministry of
Social Concerns Team will be
purchasing items for the residents of
Laguna Commons, an affordable
housing site sponsored by Abode
 The Stocking Stuffing for the Puente
Services and one of the locations the
Posada and Christmas party for the
Food Van visits when it’s staffed by
children of immigrant families on the
the Niles Discovery Church Mobile
south San Mateo coast wraps up on
Food Van volunteers. Look for a
Sunday, December 3. Puente’s specific
“Holiday Food Bags” display board in
requests
for
the
Fellowship
this year are
Hall and offering
GIVING
OPPORTUNITIES
stickers
and
envelopes in the
 Holiday Food Gift Bag for Abode Services
socks
for
sanctuary chairs.
children and
 Stocking Stuffing for Puente Posada
Read
details
youth, sizes 3
 Special Offering for Puente de
about this on
to 12. Gift
la Costa del Sur
page 5.
cards to Ross
 Gift Baskets for Senior
or Target are
 Every
month
 Tri-City Volunteers Annual toy Party
also welcome
Niles Discovery
and the MSC
Church has a
Team will shop for socks and stickers
Special Offering on the second Sunday
for you. Read details about this on
of the month. The Ministry of Social
page 5.
Concerns Team has picked Puente de
la Costa del Sur for the December
 About a dozen church members create
Special Offering (see “Special Offering”
Gift Baskets for Seniors selected by
article on page 6).
the City of Fremont senior social
workers. We receive a wish list from  The Ministry of Christian Education
the senior and assemble a gift bag or
Team is organizing a contingent from
basket to brighten the holidays of frail
our church to help out with the Triand needy seniors. Those of us who
City Volunteers’ annual Toy Party on
have participated find this a
December 15. Read details about this
particularly heartwarming way to
on page 4.
celebrate the season! Baskets are due
Not everyone can do everything, but we
December 8; see John Smith for more
sure hope you will find a few ways to
information.
spread the joy of the season.

Let The PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda
Loreman – if you have a
concern about the life of
the church that you want
to explore. If you have a
church relationship that’s
hurting and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.

Share The
Gift Of
Christ’s Love
With
Generations
To Come
Consider making a bequest to Niles Discovery Church’s Endowment Fund and help
assure an open and
affirming welcome to
all God’s children for
years to come. If you
have questions, please
talk with your attorney
or a member of the
Finance Team.
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Volunteers Needed
For
Tri-City Volunteers
Toy Party
On December 15, 2017
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.,
volunteers from Niles
Discovery Church will be
providing activities for
children while their parents pick out holiday
toys. We will be assisting
Santa (our own Bob Morris), making popcorn,
providing face painting
and other craft projects.
Volunteers are needed
for all aspects, especially
making popcorn and generating craft ideas. If you
would like to help out at
this fun event please contact Beth Armstrong at:
baarmstrong1@aol.com.
In addition, please save
your smaller, flat Amazon
boxes for us; they make
great trays for filled bags
of popcorn.

Longest Night Service
A Service Of Light In The Midst Of Darkness
“This may be one of the most important
gifts we give the wider community,” Pastor Jeff said, speaking of the Longest Night
Service.
For many, Christmas
time is a bittersweet
time of year. For people
who are dealing with
grief, significant life
changes, sobriety, and
other challenges, this
time of year can be especially difficult. This is also the time of
year with the longest nights, so on the
longest night of the year Niles Discovery
Church offers a special, meditative worship service that makes time for remembering and sharing our hurting places with
God. The structure of the service helps
people open their hearts to hope.
The December 21 service is held in the
sanctuary at Niles Discovery Church,
36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, at 7:30 p.m.

The highlight of the service seems to be the
lighting of candles. It is
a quiet response to the
scripture readings and an act of prayer.
Pastor Jeff hopes that the service will provide a space for people “to release their
anger, face their emptiness, have a good
cry (if that’s what they need), and know
that God cares.”
You may benefit from this service. You
may have friends and neighbor who would
benefit from this service. Consider extending a personal invitation to this service and
come with them as a supportive friend.

Change of Address
Niles Discovery Church is now receiving mail at the church building.
If you have your bank automatically send a check to the church, please update the address they use to 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont 94536. Thank you.

Year-End
Donations
If you would like to make
a donation to the church
before the end of the tax
year, your donation
needs to be received at
the church or postmarked by December 31.
Only those donations
that meet these criteria
will be reported on the
year-end giving statements, as Internal Revenue Service regulations
require.

The liturgy, honed over the years by Pastor Jeff, includes special music, scripture,
silent reflection, candle lighting, and healing prayer. The service
will be followed by a
simple time of fellowship for those who wish
to participate.

Church Reform In Room Four
On Reformation Sunday, Pastor Jeff asked
folks to write ways
they think the church
still needs to reform
on a stick note, and
post it on the
“church
door”
hanging in the
fellowship hall. One of our youngsters
said that the nursery classroom—Room
Four—needed more toys, especially dolls.
Two reform-minded and creative congregation members decided to take on this

reformation, and Room Four now has a
collection of Cabbage Patch dolls and a
whole trousseau of doll clothes
for dress-up play.
Many thanks
to
Marilyn
Singer,
who
purchased the
dolls, and Barb
King, who sewed
up
the
doll
clothes. Stop
by Room Four
and meet our new friends.
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A Reminder From The Ministry Of Social Concerns
HOLIDAY FOOD BASKET DRIVE - We will be purchasing holiday items for the residents
of one of our food van sites, Laguna Commons, an Abode affordable housing project
giving priority to veterans and their families. Residents will be able to purchase their
chosen materials for their family dinner. Contributions are off to a slow start, however,
the drive continues until December 10th.
STOCKING STUFFER COLLECTION - Puente requested stickers and children's' sock sizes
for ages 3 to 12 as they never have enough for stockings. Gift cards for Safeway, Ross,
and Target are also welcome as they enable parents to purchase family gifts. No time to
shop? Cash or an Amazon gift card will allow the Ministry of Social Concerns to buy desired products. Items will be collected through December 3rd.
ADOPT A SENIOR AT CHRISTMAS -John Smith can give you a wish list to brighten a senior’s holidays! Deadline to return gifts will be in directions John will distribute.

Scouting For Food
26 adults and scouts (14 scouts, 12 adults)
from our Boy Scout Troop 112 distributed
flyers
requesting
food in the Vallejo
Mills area on November 4th. On Saturday, November 11,
they returned to the
same area and collected 585 items of
food. The food was
taken to a centralized meeting area and eventually goes to
the Alameda County Food bank for distribution to local food pantries. Overall,
Troop 112 invested 42 hours towards this
service project for 2017.

The Boy Scouts of America Scouting for
Food is one of the largest collectors of non
-perishable food. Through this project, the
BSA directly helps meet the needs of the
hungry, which are mostly children, while
exposing its members,
particularly youth, to the
highest ideals of the
Scouting
movement
through a practical and
dramatic experience in
the principle of the daily
Good Turn. Scouting for
Food, the largest civicminded youth movement in the United
States, began in 1988 after studies revealed there were more hungry people in
America than any time in prior years.

Don't Forget
To Sign Up To
Attend The Cookie
Exchange!
This fun holiday event
takes place at the home
of Tom and Amy Gunnarson at 35702 Chaplin
Drive, off of Isherwood,
on Saturday, December
16 at noon. Lunch will be
served. Please bring 4
dozen cookies in a container that you can use to
take the assorted cookies
you will collect back with
you! Sign up with Amy,
Melissa, or Alison!

Join Our
Group
Theater
Outing
Starstruck Theatre will be
performing James and
the Giant Peach in January and a group from
church will attend the
3:00 p.m. production on
January 14. The cost for
tickets are: Adults, $32;
Seniors and Students,
$30; Children $28. If you
are interested in attending, please see Melissa
Palleschi or check out the
new bulletin Board for
the sign-up sheet.
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Special Offerings

Please Wear Your
Name Tag
One easy way to offer
hospitality to first-time
visitors and newer members is to wear your
name tag. Please pick up
your name tag before
worship and wear it
throughout coffee hour.
If you need a new one,
check the box on the
green attendance form.

Pretty as a picture
From time to time, members of the church take
pictures during various
church
events.
And
sometimes those pictures
are posted on our Facebook page. But you may
not want your picture
used, so you should know
about our church’s policy
on using pictures. If you
don’t want your picture
used on line, you can opt
out. Just go to http://
j.mp/ndcdnp, print and
fill out the form, and
send it the church office –
or you can call the church
office to have a form
mailed to you.

The December special offering will be used
to support the ministry of Puente de la
Costa Sur. This is the
same organization for
which the Ministry of
Social Concerns is collecting stocking stuffers (see “Giving Opportunities Continue” article on page 3).
Puente de la Costa Sur provides comprehensive education and leadership development programs designed to transform
lives and support residents to advocate for
themselves and their communities. Examples are advocating for fair and equitable
practices in the areas of immigration, education, youth, and food security. You can
learn more at http://mypuente.org.
This special offering will be officially received on Sunday, December 10. As with
all our special offerings, you are welcome

to give at any time (always make checks
payable to Niles Discovery Church). You
can also give online: go to our church
webpage, click the “donate” button at
the top of the page, and select the appropriate special offering.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special
offering each month. With that many possibilities for special giving, you may need
to choose which ones are most important
to you. You can see the schedule of special
offerings at http://bit.ly/speoff2017 or
call the church office and we will mail you
one.
Thanks to your generosity, $1,272 has
been added to our Home Warming fund.
When Abode Services calls on us to help
get a homeless family back into stable
housing, we will be ready.

Community Bulletin Board
Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are invited to submit short notices
that may be of interest to the rest of the congregation. Note, no commercial notices
or partisan political announcements are allowed (to keep us from running afoul of
regulations). Niles Discovery Church makes no representations or endorsements about the
events or services listed.

Silent Night, Glorious Day
The Mission Peak Chamber Singers, under the
direction of Ofer dal Lal (with singers Pastor
Brenda Loreman and John Hollowell), presents
a musical journey through the longest winter
solstice season of Christmas, Hanukkah, and
Diwali with beautiful choral works that celebrate the victory of light over darkness, good
over evil, knowledge over ignorance, and hope
over despair. This year will mark the 32nd
Christmas at the Mission choral concert tradition.
Saturday, December 2, 8:00 p.m.,
Sunday, December 3, 4:00 p.m.,
Old Mission Church, Fremont
For more info: www.chambersingers.org/
current-season.

Merry and Bright
The Golden Gate Men’s Chorus (with singer
Pastor Jeff Spencer) presents its annual holiday
concert, “Merry and Bright.” ‘Tis a season of
love, a festival of lights, and a celebration of

joy, brought to you by the Golden Gate Men’s
Chorus and music director, Joseph Piazza. The
concerts are at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church,
3281 16th Street, San Francisco.
Thursday, December 14, 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 16, 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 17, 3:00 and 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 19, 8:00 p.m.
Tickets are available online at www.ggmc.org.

Beginning With A Bang
Exciting rhythms and joyous percussion spark
WomenSing’s first concert with new Artistic
Director Ofer dal Lal. The concert celebrates
themes of birth, renewal, and beginning that
are associated with the season of Christmas,
Solstice, and the New Year.
Sunday, December 10, 4:00 p.m.,
First Congregational Church of Berkeley
Wednesday, December 13, 8:00 p.m.,
Santa Maria Church, Orinda
For more info: www.womensing.org/
CurrentSeason
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Second Saturday Documentary Series On Hiatus
The Second Saturday Documentary Series, co-sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose Peace and
Justice Center, will be on hiatus in December. The film series returns on the second Saturday of January at 1:30
p.m. for another film and discussion. Learn more about the series at http://bit.ly/nilesssds.

EVENING FELLOWSHIP

Daytime Fellowship
Join in the Bible study and fellowship on
Monday, December 18, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. The December meeting will be a potluck in
celebration of Christmas; dessert is provided. Please
contact Carol Easter for more information. You do
not need to identify as a woman to be part of this
group.

The Evening Women’s Fellowship is on hiatus.

Enjoy Christmas Tea
Have you made your reservation to the
Christmas Tea with Alison Kieft? The tea is
December 2. This is always a fabulous festive event.

MILDRED REYNOLDS LAP ROBE TYING GROUP
The lap robe tying group met on November 29 in the Fellowship Hall. In addition to tying, they prepared
donations for the hospice at Veterans Hospital in Palo Alto, Adopt a Senior, SAVE, and Abode.
The lap robe tying group will not be meeting in December. Please join them next month and beyond on the fourth
Wednesday of the month, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., to share in fellowship and lunch as they tie off lap robes that
have been stitched together during the month. The lap robes are then given to people who might enjoy them and
to remind them that they are always wrapped in God’s love. If you know of someone who would like a lap robe,
contact Alison Kieft or Judy Molander. If you plan to join in the fellowship and fun this month, please let Judy Molander know (since lunch is provided, it’s nice to get a head-count).

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors to have regular, posted office
hours. Please call your pastor if you
would like to make an appointment
or have him/her come by for a visit.
None of the staff is available on
Mondays, 12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.,
because they are in a staff meeting.
The office will be closed on Christmas Day.
Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day off is Saturday. His

Church
510-797-0895

Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107
email is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Brenda is not in the office
Thursday-Saturday. Her email is
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Brenda will be on vacation

December 25 through January 3
Cecilia Le’s hours are Mondays,
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Fridays,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Her email is
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Cecilia will be on vacation December 12-21 and 25-31.
Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Her email is
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Cindy Corey;
Doug Stinson (Joy Barnitz’s
spouse);
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Barry Kean;
Judy Smith;
Dean Hunter;
Nancy Attinger;
JoAn Parker;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Penn Boyer;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Jan Filip;
Judi Eaton;

Ken Young;
Mike Kean;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
John Wharton’s father;
Katy Wharton’s mother and step-father;
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;
Alison Kieft’s brother, Stacy Thompson;
Jerry Hollands;
Janet Butcher;
William “Butch” Butcher;
Ed Espinoza, Penn Boyer’s and Isaiah and
Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather;
Rich Gallegos’ friend, Jimmy;
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison;
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor Garnica;

Riki and Mark Twist’s granddaughter,
Sophia Martin;
Michele McConville’s mom, Marie
Maguire;
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret;
Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris
Dungan;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Mark Twist’s father, Arnie;
Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan;
Tom Olkowski’s brother, Paul;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister;
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara;
Dorothy Williams’ daughter, Belinda
Williams.

Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives.
All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
Anthony Kungo (one of our Boy Scouts) and his family as they grieve the death of Anthony’s father Alex,
on September 25;
Mark Aragon and his family as they grieve the death
of his sister on September 15;
The family of Jean Kneisler as they grieve her death
on August 31;

Jeanie and Richard White, Rachel White, Bob and
Marilyn Singer, and Christina, Bob, and Maddie
Monkman as they grieve the sudden, tragic deaths
of Jeanie and Richard’s son Brian White and his fiancée Rebecca Raymond in a plane crash on Saturday,
July 29.

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers,
Including People From Our Congregation And Our Friends (including Chris Swint and Scott Swint).
These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the
Care Team.
Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful justice
through non-violent methods to the world.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please
let Pastor Jeff know.
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The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895;
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.�HYPERLINK "mailto:officemgr@comcast.net"

