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UPCOMING WORSHIP

Remember to set your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday, November 4, so
you can have that extra hour of sleep. Or show
up an hour early and join the Adult Sunday
School class.
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Pledge Sunday came a6er the press
deadline for this edi on of The Bell, so a
full report won’t be available un l next
month, but early
results look strong.
Following
the
Generous Way
of
Jesus, 45 households make ﬁnancial pledges for
2018 totaling $157,500.

November 5
All Saints Sunday
“Ques ons About
Longing”
John 1:35-42

November 12
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history are used by the Finance CommiAee to dra6 a budget for Cabinet’s
considera on. Cabinet makes the ﬁnal
determina on of what will be presented
to the congrega on for their possible
amendment and approval. The annual
ﬁnancial mee ng of the congrega on
will be on Sunday, January 28,
2018, following worship.
If

“It’s typical for some pledges to arrive
late,” Pastor Jeﬀ said. “We won’t really
have a full sense of the campaign results
un l early November.”

you have not yet
pledged, you can do so
online at h>p://j.mp/
ndcpledge, or you can contact Sandra in
the church oﬃce to receive a paper
pledge form in the mail.

Pledges, budget requests from the various Ministry Teams in the church, and

Thank you for your generous support of
the ministry of Niles Discovery Church.

“Ques ons About
Iden ty”
Mark 5:1-20

November 19
“A Ques on from
the Cross”
Mark 15:21-39

November 26
Thanksgiving Sunday
“Ques ons from
the Risen Christ”
John 21:15-19
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Jeff Jotting’s
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Strategic Planning Continues

3

Dia De Los Muertos
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Season of Giving

4

We want to give thanks to our congrega on for the generous amount of money
that was donated toward the Heifer Interna onal special oﬀering in September.
The Sunday School youth spent the money wisely and are pleased to share what
they purchased with the donated $1900.00:

Baptism & New Members

5

We Are One

6

Save While Giving

6

Interfaith Thanksgiving

7

Solar Report

8

3 ﬂocks of chickens

1 Heifer

1 Alpaca

Fish ﬁngerlings

A treadle water system

1 Goat

Honeybees Tree seedlings

A Health worker kit

1 Pig

A ﬂock of Hope

Learn about these animals, plants and other items that can be purchased and how
they change families and their en re communi es by going to
www.heiferinterna0onal.org/gi3-catalog/animals-nutri0on. Thanks again to all
of you for helping so many families in need - The Ministry of Chris an Educa on

Upcoming Events

9

Special Offering

10

2nd Sat. Documentary Series

10

Women’s Fellowship News

11

Pastors’ and Office Schedule

11

Please Pray For...

12

November Calendar

13
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Jeff’s Jottings
According to the book* that is
inspiring the four-week sermon
series Pastor Brenda and I will be
preaching
this
month, in
the
gospels, Jesus
asks 307
ques ons,
is
asked
183 quesons, and
directly answers fewer than 10 of
those ques on he is asked.
According to Luke, the ﬁrst words
Jesus speaks are ques ons. Luke
tells about Mary and Joseph losing
track of their 12-year-old son
when they journey home from
Jerusalem. Jesus, it turns out,
stayed behind in the Temple.
When they ﬁnally track down Jesus, “they found him in the temple, siHng among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them
ques ons” (Luke 2:46; emphasis
added). When his parents scold
him for causing them so much
worry, the preteen Jesus responds
by asking two more ques ons:
“Why were you searching for me?
Did you not know that I must be in
my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49).
Even in the resurrec on, Jesus
keeps asking ques ons: What are
you talking about as you walk
along? Do you have anything here
to eat? Do you love me?

I know that a lot of Chris ans
think Jesus is the answer. I think
Jesus is the ques on.
Ques ons elicit informa on. They inspire people to discover something
new,
to
unearth
knowledge. But that is not
all ques on do. Ques ons
also forge in macy. Think
of a conversa on you’ve
had that you le6 feeling
closer to the other
person. Didn’t you
ask each other
ques ons as you
spoke?
When ques ons
spark (or bespeak)
mutual curiosity,
they are building
in macy.
When
ques ons
draw
people into collabora on, they are
building in macy.
Maybe this is one reason Jesus
asked so many ques ons: it was a
way to create in macy between
himself and the people he was
speaking with.
But that’s not all Jesus’ ques ons
did. His ques ons also disarmed.
Consider the ques ons (according
to John) Jesus asks of the ﬁrst
men to become his disciples (we
really don’t learn much about Jesus’ female disciples in the gospels): What are you looking for?

This ques on echoes through the
ages to us, to me. Aside from my
reading glasses, what am I looking
for? Another way this ques on
might be framed is, What is your
deep longing? Now that’s a queson that disarms us and invites us
to look deep inside.
This sermon series will invite us to
listen to a few of Jesus’ 307 quesons. These ques ons may unearth informa on. They might
increase our in macy
with Jesus. And they
might disarm us, jostling
us enough to look deep
inside, maybe even causing us to feel some uneasiness.
Is there a dichotomy between in macy and uneasiness? Put another
way, could a Jesus queson both draw us closer
to him and make us feel
uneasy, even unnerved? I
think so. I hope so, as I prepare for
this sermon series. My hope is
that right there in the place where
the ques on unseAles, God will
be at work and a new in macy
will be sparked – the in macy of
hearing a true ques on and of
being willing to venture into a
true answer.
Peace,
Pastor Jeﬀ
*Jesus is the Ques on, but Mar n
B. Copenhaver.

Pastor Jeﬀ’s personal blog is at jeﬀsjoHngs.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave
feedback or comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he
answers kids’ theological ques ons. You can
read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com.
Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536 (510) 797-0895 http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org

NOVEMBER Volume 17 Number 11
Page 3

S98:9 B H P<:

B

On October 16, the Cabinet green-lighted
our third Goal One service project, the
Pathways to Beloved Community project.
According to the project outline, Pathways to Beloved Community “creates,
promotes and implements ac vi es that
ready our congrega on and the wider
community to welcome and appreciate
diﬀerences that come with greater diversity. We provide access to educa onal
trainings and ac vi es that break down
barriers based in systemic -isms; intenonal social interac ons across cultures
and genera ons; and celebra ons of cultural diﬀerences through the arts. While
some of these ac vi es are designed to
be mul cultural and mul -genera onal,
others are designed to increase our mul

-cultural and mul genera onal awareness,
understanding and apprecia on.”
One of the ﬁrst ac vi es that the Pathways team is sponsoring is an an -racism
training that will be held here at Niles
Discovery Church in February 2018.
Watch for further announcements about
upcoming ac vi es and programs from
this team.
The Mobile Food Van Project team began
making food deliveries last month. All
current volunteers for the project—as
well as interested new volunteers—are
encouraged to aAend a mee ng this
month a6er worship (see ar cle below).
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A6er worship, on November 19, Jennifer Putzer, Opera ons Manager of
Tri- City Volunteers, will meet with Niles Discovery Church volunteers in
Room 1 to debrief our eﬀorts, listen to sugges ons, and explain more about driving
the van (insurance requirements, what to do in case of an accident, etc.). She is eager
to see all of you and deliver thanks for the good start we have made.
We will try to designate regular drivers and back-up drivers for each team during this
mee ng to help TCV with their list of insured drivers. We hope you can all aAend.
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If you have
been considering formally
uni ng with the church or if
you just want more informa on
about the church, please come to an
Inquirers Class. The next class will be
oﬀered on Sunday, November 19, following worship, in Room 3. Please get a
cup of coﬀee and some snacks and then
join one of our pastors for discussion, a
couple hand-outs to help you understand more about the church, and to get
some answers to your ques ons.
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Our own Ofer dal Lal is organizing an
interfaith choir to sing at the Tri-City Interfaith Council’s annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service. Rehearsals will be
Thursdays, November 9 and 16 from
7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., in the Niles Discovery Church sanctuary. The interfaith
choir will sing two anthems at the service on Monday, November 20. You do
not need to register to join the Interfaith Choir; just show up for the ﬁrst
rehearsal.
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On Sunday, November 5,
we will commemorate All
Saints Day with a Dia de
los Muertos-style ofrenda, or altar. Our communion table will be decorated with typical symbols from the Dia de los
Muertos tradi on, and
members and friends of
the congrega on are encouraged to bring in a
photo or a memento of a
departed loved one to
add to the altar. During
communion, we will have
a special liturgy to remember the members of
our congrega on who’ve
died in the last year, and
everyone will have a
chance to li6 up the
names of those loved
ones we’re all remembering. Please arrive a few
minutes before 10:00
a.m. to add your photo to
the communion table.

Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536 (510) 797-0895 http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org

NOVEMBER Volume 17 Number 11
Page 4

S : ; ;7 G M B

UD; U

If your mailbox is typical, it will soon be crammed with mailers from
various organiza ons asking you to make year-end gi6s. The
same will be true of your e-mailbox. The truth of the
maAer is that there are lots of opportuni es during November and December at Niles Discovery Church to
give a liAle extra to diﬀerent causes.
Here’s a list of what to expect in the
coming weeks.
Every month Niles Discovery
Church has a Special Oﬀering
on the second Sunday of the
month. In November, the Special Oﬀering will be for our
church's par cipa on in Abode Services Home Warming Program (see
“Special Oﬀering” ar cle on page 10).
The Ministry of Social Concerns Team has picked Puente de la Costa del Sur for the December Special Oﬀering.
More informa on about the Puente oﬀering will be in the December edi on of The Bell.
From November 5 to December 3, the Ministry of Social Concerns will sponsor a Holiday Food Gi3 Bag drive
(instead of the tradi onal Turkey Drive. This change has been made because Tri-City Volunteers is no longer able
to furnish turkeys to all of their clients.) We will be purchasing items for the residents of Laguna Commons, an
aﬀordable housing site sponsored by Abode that gives priority to Veterans and their families. Laguna Commons
is one of the loca ons the Food Van visits, staﬀed by the Niles Discovery Church Mobile Food Van volunteers.
Look for a “Holiday Food Bags” display board in the fellowship hall and oﬀering envelopes in the sanctuary
chairs. More informa on will be available on the church egroup and by request from Ministry of Social Concern
Team members. Judy Zlatnik chairs this eﬀort.
Thanksgiving Sunday will be celebrated on November 26, the Sunday a6er Thanksgiving. The Ministry of Spiritual Life Team invites you to bring fresh produce to create a Harvest Communion Table. This fresh produce will be
taken to Tri-City Volunteers a6er the worship service for them to distribute through their food bank.
The Ministry of Social Concerns Team invites you to help stuﬀ stockings for the Puente Posada and Christmas
party for the children of immigrant families on the south San Mateo coast. Puente’s speciﬁc requests for this
year will be posted on-line and in the fellowship hall as soon as the Ministry of Social Concerns receives them.
Look for the photos posted on the display board in the fellowship hall and in on-line bulle ns. Carol Easter leads
this project.
About a dozen church members create Gi3 Baskets for Seniors selected by the City of Fremont senior social
workers. We receive a wish list from the senior and assemble a gi6 bag or basket to brighten the holidays of frail
and needy seniors. Those of us who have par cipated, ﬁnd this a par cularly heartwarming way to celebrate the
season. John Smith will chair the eﬀort.
The Ministry of Chris an Educa on Team will organize a con ngent from our church to help out with the Tri-City
Volunteers’ Annual Toy Party on December 15, 2017 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Watch the December edi on
of The Bell or Contact Beth Armstrong at baarmstrong1@aol.com for more informa on and to volunteer.
Not everyone can do everything, but we sure hope you will ﬁnd a few ways to spread the joy of the season to more
people. Thank you for your generosity.
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Sunday, October 22, turned out to be a very special day in
the life of Niles Discovery Church. In addi on to it being
Pledge Sunday (see ar cle, page 1), the church received
three new members and celebrated one bap sm.
Clio Rasler was bap zed by immersion at a special service
at 9:00 a.m. that morning, and then during the 10:00 a.m.
worship service, she, Barb King, and Tim Weible united with
the church as Par cipa ng Members.
Clio Jessie MacNair Rasler is named a6er the Greek muse
of history. She feels very connected to God and Jesus, and
church is her favorite thing. During the week, she aAends Oakland Technical High
School, where she enjoys wri ng—including wri ng her own plays—and drama
class. Last summer, she and her mom aAended a beginning American Sign Language
class at Berkeley City College. Some mes Clio prac ces ASL by signing along to the
hymns we sing. Clio’s Independent Work Experience at Oakland Tech is working as
an assistant at the school’s health clinic.
Barbara Phelps King, also known as Barb King and as Scarlet’s grandmother, was
born and raised in Ohio and aAended Hiram College. She married and moved to
West Virginia, where she raised her two children and owned a ﬁber arts business. In
1994, she moved to Florida to care for her elderly parents while working for a large
healthcare so6ware corpora on. She spent the last 11 years of her pre-re rement
career as the Finance Manager for a large hospice in the Daytona Beach area. Six
months ago, she moved to Niles and now lives with her daughter, son-in-law, and
amazing granddaughter Scarlet. She says she is very happy to have been welcomed
into this friendly, inclusive, ac ve congrega on, and looks forward to oﬀering her
me, talents, and gi6s to further the life and mission of the church.
Timothy Weible is also delighted to be joining this faith family. He was an English
teacher in Turkey following college and is an ordained pastor in the United Church
of Christ. He served for twelve years as a Disciples/UCC missionary in Japan before
moving to Oahu, Hawaii, where he pastored a church for another twelve years. He
has three amazing children and is currently working as a hospice chaplain for Bridge
Hospice.
We welcome the three of them to this community of faith!
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An interfaith candlelight
vigil will be held Friday,
November 17 from 7:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m., at St.
James Episcopal Church,
37051 Cabrillo Terrace
(corner of Thornton Ave.
and Cabrillo), in Fremont.
The yearly vigil, cosponsored by Abode Services and St. James’, is
held during Na onal Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week, November 11 through November 19, 2017, to honor members of our community who have passed
away while homeless.
Louis Chicoine, Execu ve
Director of Abode Services, will speak at the
ceremony, and the Rev.
Lori Walton, Rector of St.
James’, will lead interfaith prayer. The names
of the homeless who
have passed away in Alameda County in the past
year will be read aloud to
invite those aAending to
remember and reﬂect on
the many lives aﬀected
by homelessness. Donaons of canned goods
and other non-perishable
items are encouraged.
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NEW ROOM RESERVATION PROCESS

WE ARE ONE
RALLY/VIGILS
TAKE NOVEMBER OFF
The monthly “We Are
One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the Tri-City Interfaith Council and Compassionate Fremont will
not be held this month,
since the fourth Thursday
of the month is Thanksgiving Day. Instead, the
Tri-City Interfaith Council
encourages you to come
to the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Monday, November 20. See
the ar cle on page 7 for
more informa on.

Becoming
Facebook
Friends
Our pastors welcome
your Facebook friend requests, but they won’t
ini ate them. You can
ﬁnd out why and learn
more about healthy social media boundaries for
the church at h>p://
bit.ly/ndcsocmedia.

“It’s a blessing to be so busy,” Pastor Jeﬀ said in reminding people that there is a new
process for reserving rooms at the church. “It’s also a challenge.” He said that our
“great facility” is aArac ng outside groups and “our ac ve ministries are puHng more
demands on the facili es schedule.”
To help make sure facili es are not double-booked, the Ministry of Property Team
adopted new procedures for reserving the facili es. The Facili es Use Policy, recently
updated by the Cabinet, dis nguishes between three types of facili es use – church programs, programs done with partner organiza ons (like the fall preven on class), and
rentals. Each type of facili es use has its own facili es use request form.
The forms and the facili es use policies are available on the church’s website, hAp://
nilesdiscoverychurch.org/. Click on “Resources” from the “Ministries” menu. From that
page, click on the link for the Policies page. Then ﬁnd the form or policy you’re looking
for.
If you are organizing a church ac vity, please download and ﬁll out the “Facili es Use
Request – Church Program” form and get it to Sandra in the church oﬃce. Even if a program is being held oﬀ the church campus, you may want to use the form to make sure
you get all the per nent informa on to Sandra for the church’s calendar.

SAVE WHILE GIVING
A Qualiﬁed Charitable Distribu on (QCD)
allows distribu ons from IRAs to be transferred directly to a charity such
as Niles Discovery Church without having to pay tax on these
pre-tax investments. It is available to anyone age 70 and a half
or older, the required minimum distribu on age for IRAs.
QCDs can be counted toward sa sfying your required minimum distribu on
for the year, and keeping your taxable income lower may reduce the impact to certain tax credits and deduc ons, including
Social Security and Medicare. Any por on
of an individual’s distribu on up to
$100,000 may be donated to charity as a

QCD. It is important to remember that if
the funds are distributed directly to you
(the IRA owner) and you then give to charity, the gi6 does not qualify
as a QCD.
Many IRAs —Tradi onal,
Rollover, Inherited, SEP
(inac ve plans only), and
SIMPLE (inac ve plans only) are eligible for QCDs. Some
investment websites have forms you can
ﬁll out to make a one- me QCD.
Individuals should consult with their ﬁnancial planners and/or tax consultants about
the beneﬁts of QCDs. There are also explana ons of QCDs on www.IRS.gov and
www.ﬁdelity.com.

Change of Address
Niles Discovery Church is now receiving mail at the church building. Thanks to the work of our Ministry of Property Team, we
have a mailbox installed by the east doors, and the USPS is delivering
mail there.
If you have your bank automa cally send a check to the church, please update the
address they use to 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont 94536. Thank you.
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The 56th Annual Tri-City Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be
held on Monday, November 20 at 7:30 p.m., at St Joseph Catholic Church, 43148 Mission Blvd, Fremont. The program is
sponsored by the Tri-City Interfaith Council. This year's theme,
“We Are One: Building Community,” focuses on how celebra ng diversity can help us build unity.
The liturgical fabric of the service is rich in readings from sacred prayers, chants, songs, as well as beau ful tradi onal costumes, dancers, and
musicians. The importance of passing the sacred tradi on to the next genera on is
highlighted at the conclusion of the service when younger members of many of the
Tri-Ci es’ faith communi es receive a symbol of their tradi on from an older member.
Parents are encouraged to bring children and youth for this inspiring and educa onal
program. The Thanksgiving service provides a unique opportunity to become acquainted with the varied cultural and religious tradi ons that are such an important
part of our community.
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The Pastor Parish Relaons CommiAee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie
Keesis, Pastor Jeﬀ Spencer and Pastor Brenda
Loreman – if you have a
concern about the life of
the church that you want
to explore. If you have a
church rela onship that’s
hur ng and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.

A ﬁnancial oﬀering will also be received for Habitat for Humanity and a simple recepon follows the service where people can greet one another. Those who aAend are
invited to bring refreshments to share.
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As a part of their naonal training and
educa on ministry
to “educate church
and lay leaders who will pursue policies and organizing strategies for
the good of the whole,” Repairers of the
Breach is pleased to announce a Mobile
Course in Public Theology & Ac vism in
diverse loca ons across the country during Spring, 2018. One such training is
scheduled for Wednesday, February 7, at
the Paciﬁc School of Religion in Berkeley.

The four hours of instruc onal me will
be co-led by the Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II, who is president and senior lecturer
of
Repairers
of
the
Breach, dis nguished visi ng professor of
public theology at Union Theological Seminary, and Bishop with the Aﬃrming College of Bishops; and Jonathan WilsonHartgrove, a celebrated author and director of the School for Conversion in
Durham, NC. There will also be instruc on
in musicology of the Movement from the
Rev. Shyrl Uzzell and Yara Allen.

“I want to encourage all our church members and friends to aAend,” Pastor Jeﬀ
said. “It’s a work day, so some will have to
schedule a vaca on day to aAend, but I
think this will be worth it.”

“This will be vital grounding for par cipaon in the New Poor People’s Campaign,”
Pastor Jeﬀ said. You can learn more about
this class at h>p://bit.ly/ro[mob.

Give Your Time To Beau fy Our Church
The Ministry of Property is having a work party on Saturday, November 18 from 9:00
a.m. to noon. We will be cleaning guAers, trimming shrubs and small trees and doing
general clean-up work outside the church. All are welcome to come and help in this
eﬀort.
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From me to me, members of the church take
pictures during various
church
events.
And
some mes those pictures are posted on our
Facebook page. But you
may not want your picture used; if so, you
should know about our
church’s policy on using
pictures. If you don’t
want your picture used
online, you can opt out.
Just go to h>p://j.mp/
ndcdnp, print and ﬁll out
the form, and send it the
church oﬃce – or you
can call the church oﬃce
to have a form mailed to
you.
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SAVING MONEY WITH SOLAR—ANNUAL REPORT 2017
PASTOR BRENDA TO
PREACH IN CONCORD
ON NOVEMBER 19
Pastor Brenda has accepted an invita on to
preach at our sister congrega on, First Chris an
Church Concord, on Sunday, November 19. FCC
Concord is bidding farewell to Pastor Brenda’s
mentor, the Rev. Dr. Russ
Peterman, as he leaves
this month to take a new
call at University Chrisan Church in Fort
Worth, Texas, and this
will be the congrega on’s
ﬁrst Sunday without their
pastor of twelve years.
The church leadership at
FCC was eager to have a
familiar face and comfor ng presence in the
pulpit on this ﬁrst Sunday, and called on Pastor
Brenda, since she served
there as a student minister in 2009-2010 and as a
sabba cal minister in
2012. “One of the blessings of having a twopastor staﬀ is that we are
able to serve our wider
church family in this type
of situa on,” said Pastor
Brenda. “I’m grateful that
I can help out one of our
sister congrega ons.”

Following a full year of opera on, the
church's solar power system resulted in
total PG&E savings of nearly $6,000 over
the previous year. The total bill for the
ﬁrst year of solar power was $232.60,
while the previous year cost $6,192.78.

The photovoltaic—or PV solar system—
was ini ated with the Bill & Mary Alice van
Doorn bequest to Niles Discovery Church,
presented to the church by the van
Doorn’s daughter, Chris anne, in 2016. A
fundraiser to cover the total cost of the PV
solar system was undertaken and completed in less than four weeks.
A nonproﬁt company, SunWork, was chosen to install the system. SunWork’s focus
is to provide PV solar to very low electricity-use residences who don’t meet the conven onal pay-back business model, and to
install PV solar systems for other nonproﬁt
organiza ons.
To reduce the install costs SunWork invites volunteers to help with the installaon wherever possible. Volunteers from
Niles Discovery Church worked alongside
SunWork-trained volunteers from around
the Bay Area under the guidance of the
SunWork professionals to prepare the solar panels for installa on.
The total cost for
our installa on
was $52,200 for
the PV system
and ~$5,000 for
electrical panel
work. This was

~$32,000 less than a commercial bid for
the same rela ve size PV system would
have cost. Installa on took place over four
weeks under the supervision of SunWork
lead project designer Reuben Veek. The system
went live in late August
2016, but was not oﬃcially recognized by PG&E
un l September 22, 2016.
The System can produce
23.5 kilowaAs of direct
current, with 84 solar panels and two inverters.
Since the installa on of the system, we
have experienced a growth in the use of
the facility, and PG&E customers have
seen increases in the applicable energy
rates. With rental income and cost avoidance of the solar system, we are running
the NDC facility at almost $0 energy cost.
There remains a surplus of ~$5,000 in the
solar project fund. We are reviewing two
op ons for the funds:
♦

So6ware and parts that would let us
monitor and display in real- me our
produc on and consump on of electricity.

♦

Installing
a
baAery backup
system.

A special thank-you
to the van Doorn
family for their
generous and though\ul gi6 to Niles Discovery Church, and thank you to the members of Niles Discovery Church for your
contribu ons to the Solar Project Fund
and to the members who par cipated in
our work party.
If you want to see how we are doing,
there is a link on the Niles Discovery
Church webpage that will show you a
graph of our power produc on.
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Saturday, November 18 at 6:00 p.m., people from Niles Discovery Church are mee ng for Pizza at Bronco Billy's in Niles
and then heading over to the Essanay Film Studio for a Silent
Film show! Get more informa on and sign up in the fellowship hall.
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Our Advent Celebra on will follow the worship service on December 3. We will kick oﬀ the Advent season with Christmas music provided by the Montecito Brass, joining the band to sing carols while
sharing Christmas treats. You are welcome and encouraged to
bring your favorite Christmas cookies to share.

C 8 9C: S ;D A
Come on over to Alison Kie6’s house at
41204 Thurston Street in Fremont to sample special teas, fes ve holiday drinks and
delicious savory or sweet
treats during the Steeped
Tea Partea Fundraiser for
Niles Discovery Church’s
holiday programs, including Puente and Tri-City
Volunteers, on Sunday,
November 12 from 3:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m.
Steeped Tea originated in Canada and has
a huge line of everything from tea cups,
to hundreds of exo c teas, mixes for
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muﬃns, scones and other baked goods,
seasonings, dips, rubs and even hot chocolate! All of the items have tea as one of
the ingredients ﬂavoring them!
This is the 2nd Annual fundraiser. All proﬁts that would
normally go to the hostess will
be given to Niles Discovery
Church. Please email Alison at
akie6@nilesdiscoverychurch.org
if you would like to pick up holiday gi6s and supplies at this fun gathering. If you can’t make the Partea, Alison
will have catalogs and samples at church.
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Yet another holiday season is arriving, and we
will again have our wonderful Christmas Tea at
the beau fully-decorated
home of chef Laurel
Beebe, just around the
corner from church at the
corner of Vanda and Hibiscus streets.
Cost for the tea is $45,
and all proceeds go to
the Adopt-an-Angel program. Make sure Alison
Kie6 has your name on
her list right away, and
pay her by cash or check
by November 26.
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We are so excited to have our Music Director, Ofer dal Lal, teach and
lead the children in singing Christmas carols during Sunday School on
November 19 and 26, and December 3 and 10. The children will then
sing during the December 24 during the 10:00 a.m. worship service.
We know you will want your children to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity, so please plan to join in the fun.
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Our annual Cookie Exchange will be held Saturday, December 16, at noon, at the home of Amy
Gunnarson. Come for lunch and fes vi es. The
amount of cookies for the exchange will be announced at a later date. Sign up in the fellowship
hall.

UPCOMING 2018
FELLOWSHIP EVENTS
Sunday, January 14
Starstruck's James
and the Giant Peach
Saturday, February 3
Progressive Dinner
Sunday, April 29
Our popular Cook-Off
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Laugh Your Way To
Grace, by Reverend Susan
Sparks, is the new book
being studied by the
Adult Sunday School
group. Reverend Sparks
takes a personal look at
humor as a spiritual pracce.
Everyone is welcome to
join the Adult Sunday
School each week 9:00
a.m. This is a wonderful
book to start with if you
haven’t aAended the
group before. There is a
copy of this book available to check out from the
church library. Take a
peek at the book and
check out the study
group.
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Do you enjoy taking pictures? It sure would be
nice to have some people
who would make it a
habit of taking pictures of
stuﬀ happening in the life
of the church. All you
need to do is snap the
pics and email them to
Sandra
(admin@nilesdiscoverych
urch.org).

The November special oﬀering will replenish our Home Warming fund,
with any excess going directly
to Abode Services. Home
Warming is a program of
Abode Services that moves
quickly to get newly-homeless families
back into stable housing. When a family
meets Abode’s criteria for the program,
Abode Services turns to faith communi es
like ours to help pay for security deposits
and other fees that o6en stand in the way
of families geHng back into housing. In
addi on, Abode Services will some mes
turn to faith communi es for furnishing
and other special needs the family may
have. You can learn more about Abode
Services at http://www.abodeservices.org/.
The oﬀering will be formally received on
Sunday, November 12. As with all our spe-

cial oﬀerings, you are welcome to give at
any me (always make checks payable
to Niles Discovery Church). You can
also give online: go to our church
webpage, click the “donate” buAon at
the top of the page, and select the
appropriate special oﬀering.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special
oﬀering each month. With that many possibili es for special giving, you may need
to choose which ones are most important
to you. You can see the schedule of special
oﬀerings at h>p://bit.ly/speoﬀ2017 or call
the church oﬃce and we will mail you one.
Thanks to your generosity, $1,092.00 from
your October special oﬀerings were split
between the UCC’s Neighbors In Need
programs and DOC’s Reconcilia on Ministry.

SECOND SATURDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES
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Corporate and U.S. government power is arrayed against unarmed protesters of the Dakota Access Pipeline in “AWAKE, a
Dream from Standing Rock.” The ﬁlm will be shown November
11 at 1:30 p.m. as part of the Second Saturday Documentary
Series at Niles Discovery Church. The screening is free and open to the public.
Led by youth and young adults of the Standing Rock Tribe (part of the Lakota Sioux
people), Na ve Americans and environmentalists from around the globe gathered,
star ng in the summer of 2016, to protest the building of an oil pipeline under
Lake Oahe and the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. The rivers provide drinking water to millions of Americans, and the Missouri is the sole drinking water source for
the Standing Rock Reserva on. The pipeline was conceived to carry half a million
barrels of oil a day from western North Dakota to Southern Illinois.
Peaceful protesters, concerned about oil leaks and the desecra on of na ve sacred
sites, occupied a sprawling camp near the Cannonball River. Freezing weather, the
Na onal Guard, and law enforcement cleared the camp last February. Construc on
resumed while legal challenges con nue.
There will be a moderated discussion a6er the screening.
The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery
Church and the San Jose Peace and Jus ce Center. Learn more about the series at
hAp://bit.ly/nilesssds.
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You may have no ced that our beau ful communion table is missing, and we’re using a folding table instead. The
surface of the new table had developed a ﬂaw, which had goAen progressively worse over the six months we’ve had
it. The company who built the table, Bashland Builders, has returned it to their studio in Berkeley to reﬁnish the top.
They have discovered that the surface ﬂaw might be due to the old wood used to make the bowl shape of the table
top. The curved por on of the table is made from the wood of the old pews from our former church home at 255 H
Street, which were salvaged when Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Associa on renovated the space. Bashland’s
ar sts will work to ﬁnd a solu on to the problem, and are hopeful that the table will be returned in me for the beginning of Advent on December 3.
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Seventeen wonderful women aAended the
October
Day me
Women’s
Fellowship
gathering. They were especially happy to welcome
Shirley Kelley back to Fremont! Pastor Jeﬀ led a hear\elt
and emo onal discussion of MaAhew 6:19-21,
pondering what we treasure? Marilyn Singer provided a
delicious carrot cake for dessert. The next gathering will
be Monday, November 20th, at 11:30 a.m. Bring a bag
lunch; dessert will be provided. Everyone (whether you
iden fy as a woman or not) is welcome.
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The Evening Women’s Fellowship is on hiatus.
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Because of appointments and
mee ngs, it is diﬃcult for our pastors to have regular, posted oﬃce
hours. Please call your pastor if you
would like to make an appointment
or have him/her come by for a visit.
None of the staﬀ is available on
Mondays, 12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.,
because they are in a staﬀ mee ng.
Pastor Jeﬀ’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day oﬀ is Saturday. His email
is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. He
will be on vaca on and then Study
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The lap robe tying group typically meets on the fourth
Wednesday of the month from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m., to share in fellowship and lunch as they e oﬀ lap
robes that have been s tched together during the
month. This month, because of Thanksgiving and the
fact that there are ﬁve Thursdays, the Lap Robe Tying
Group will meet on November 29. The lap robes are
then given to people who might enjoy them and to
remind them that they are always wrapped in God’s
love. If you know of someone who would like a lap
robe, contact Alison Kie6 or Judy Molander. If you plan
to join in the fellowship and fun this month, please let
Judy Molander know (since lunch is provided, it’s nice
to get a head-count).
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Church
510-797-0895
Pastor Jeﬀ’s mobile
510-579-8851
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107
Leave November 1 through 14.
Pastor Brenda is not in the office
Thursday through Saturday. Her email
is brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

She will be preaching at First Chrisan Church, Concord, on November 19 and will be on Study Leave
November 21 through 29.
Cecilia Le’s hours are Mondays,
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Fridays,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Her email is
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Wednesdays,
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and Thursdays,
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Her email is
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
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Cindy Corey;
Doug S0nson (Joy Barnitz’s
spouse);
Charlo>e O’Donnell;
Barry Kean;
Ma> Espinoza;
Dean Hunter;
Nancy Agnger;
JoAn Parker;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Penn Boyer;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Jan Filip;
Judi Eaton;
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Ken Young;
Mike Kean;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
John Wharton’s father;
Katy Wharton’s mother and step-father;
Alison Kie3’s sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;
Alison Kie3’s brother, Stacy Thompson;
Jerry Hollands;
Janet Butcher;
William “Butch” Butcher;
Ed Espinoza, Penn Boyer’s and Isaiah
and Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather;
Rich Gallegos’ friend, Jimmy;
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison;
Maria Garnica’s brother,
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Victor Garnica;
Riki and Mark Twist’s granddaughter,
Sophia Mar0n;
Michele McConville’s mom, Marie
Maguire;
DorleAa Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret;
DorleAa Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris
Dungan;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Mark Twist’s father, Arnie;
Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan;
Tom Olkowski’s brother, Paul;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister;
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara;
Dorothy Williams’ daughter, Belinda
Williams.
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Anthony Kungo (one of our Boy Scouts) and his family as they grieve the death of Anthony’s father
Alex, on September 25;
Mark Aragon and his family as they grieve the death
of his sister on September 15;
The family of Jean Kneisler as they grieve her death
on August 31;
Jeanie and Richard White, Rachel White, Bob and
Marilyn Singer, and Chris0na, Bob, and Maddie
P ;D< W ; A8 U CD<;F A U
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ployment that ﬁlls their hearts and souls.
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Monkman as they grieve the sudden, tragic deaths
of Jeanie and Richard’s son Brian White and his ﬁancée Rebecca Raymond in a plane crash on Saturday,
July 29;
Mike Foster and his family as they grieve the death
of his mother, Jan Richards, on May 16;
Charlo>e O’Donnell and her family as they grieve
the death of her husband, John, on May 7.
, E D H :<<F M CU 8 O7 O 8 C
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(including Chris Swint and ScoA Swint).
T
L : 8 O7 O 8 C; B8 B:9 ; : members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeﬀ Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the
Care Team.
P :H T 8; B ; 9 T E:89 , oﬀering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful jus ce
through non-violent methods to the world.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please
let Pastor Jeﬀ know.
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This edi on of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it ﬁrst
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
h>p://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start ﬁlling out the forms. You can select what email lists you want to join – for the newsleAer, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message or email the church oﬃce (510-797-0895; admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

