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Niles Discovery Church To Celebrate Anniversary

UPCOMING WORSHIP

Hopefully this is old news, but just in case you missed it, on September 9, Niles Discovery Church will be five years old – and we
will be celebrating on Sunday, September 10. Our worship
theme for the day is “Planted by the water...for the healing of
the nations,” a reference to Revelation 22:1-6. We are pleased to
welcome our UCC Northern California-Nevada Conference Minister, the Rev. Diane Weible to the pulpit as our guest preacher.
The choir will be back on the chancel, and worship will include
voices raised in song and celebratory music.

September 3
“The Theology of Anger”
Jeremiah 15:15-21

After worship, the celebration will continue with lunch provided by a taco truck, live
music in the fellowship hall, outdoor games for the kids, and art projects for all ages.
This is a perfect day to invite friends and family to church – the more people who
come, the more people who can experience our warm welcome and generous hospitality.
Continued; See “Happy Birthday NDC!” page 3

Chancel Choir resumes rehearsals, worship leadership
The Chancel Choir has resumed their
Thursday evening rehearsals. Friends
from church and outside of church are
warmly invited to
join the singing
and become full
or part-time choir
members.
Choir
director,
Ofer dal Lal says,
“We
strongly
hope that our exciting anthems, fun

rehearsals, and accepting spirit will
attract more members.” If you want to
be part of a warm group of singers, to
share experiences, and to
learn more about music,
join
the
choir
on
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. to
9:00
p.m.
in
the
sanctuary.
If you have any questions,
feel free to contact Ofer
dal Lal at oferdallal@gmail.com.

Change Of Address
Niles Discovery Church is now receiving mail at the church
building. Thanks to the work of our Ministry of Property
Team, we have a mailbox installed by the east doors and the
USPS is delivering mail there.
If you have your bank automatically send a check to the
church, please update the address they use to 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont 94536.
Thank you!

September 10
“Taking Root”
Revelation 22:1-5
Conference Minister,
the Rev. Diane Weible,
preaching;
our Fifth Anniversary
celebration!
September 17
“Becoming a Just
Peace Church”
Micah 6
September 24
“A New Poor People’s
Campaign”
Matthew 20:1-16
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Changing Pace
I am very accustomed to the
rhythm of the academic year. For
most of my life I was either a
student or a teacher, and so I am
used to a busy schedule September
through June, and a period of rest
in the summer, which almost
always includes
travel. Although I
thought
this
would
change
when I became a
minister, I find
that the rhythm
of my year is still
very like that
academic
pattern. This is
partly
because
my partner is a
teacher, and his
life beats to the
academic
rhythm,
which
means mine does
too. For us, summer continues to
be a time of rest and travel.
But the church year has maintained
that academic rhythm as well; here
at Niles Discovery Church, we slow
down a bit during the summer
months. The choir goes on hiatus,
members and friends travel, and
our Sunday School schedule for
youth and children adjusts for this
pattern. As September returns, we
look forward to life here at church
picking up the pace, with Sunday
School resuming, the choir back on
the chancel, and other regular
programs returning. As we return
from our times of rest and travel,
we find that those experiences
become incorporated into our lives
in transformative ways; we return

to our routines, but we have been
changed while we are away, and
those routines may shift in new
ways as a result.
This year, I return to the fall having
had the opportunity to travel to
eastern Oregon to experience the
total eclipse on August 21. It was
one of the most awe-inspiring and
emotionallyarresting
things
I’ve
ever
witnessed, and I’m
deeply grateful I
was able to see it. I
find it hard to
frame
my
experience
in
words, to paint a
picture verbally of
the visions that
linger in my mind
and spirit. Without
doubt, I return to
this fall season
feeling
transformed, and
wonder how that transformation
will manifest in my ministry in the
days to come.
This fall, we are starting off our
return to the programmatic life of
the church with a big party. We
have usually marked what we call
Rally Day (traditionally on the
second weekend of September)
with food and fun, but this year we
are pulling out all the stops
because this Rally Day falls on our
fifth anniversary as a merged

congregation, and we want to
celebrate that! See the cover
article for more detail about the
worship service and party on
Sunday, September 10. This is the
perfect opportunity to invite your
friends and family to church, to
experience our warm hospitality at
its best.
In addition to the big party, I’m also
looking forward to the ways we will
be living into our strategic plan
goals. Our project champions have
been hard at work putting flesh on
the bones of their project plans,
and this fall we’ll be able to fully
participate in the at least one of
the service projects we’ve selected
for this year. See the Strategic Plan
updates on page 3 for more detail.
Other events I’m looking forward
to this fall include guest preaching
from our Regional Minister, the
Rev. Dr. Lataunya Bynum in
October, and a sermon series
Pastor Jeff and I are working on for
November, on the questions that
Jesus asks throughout the gospels.
It promises to be a rich and full fall
season here at church, with many
opportunities
for
fellowship,
service, and spiritual growth. I look
forward to seeing how our
transformed selves help transform
our church—and our world—in the
months to come.
Blessings,
Brenda
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Strategic Planning Update
As the fall season at Niles Discovery Church begins, we
are moving along with our action plan for meeting
our two Strategic Plan goals.
Goal One: Start at least two intergenerational,
multicultural, hands-on mission and service each year. The
Mobile Food Van project is well underway, with a steering
team chosen, an action plan drafted, and plenty of sign-ups for
participation. On Sunday, September 17, we are scheduled to
have a training session for the food van volunteers with Tri-City
Volunteers, following worship; watch the weekly announcements for more
information.
Additionally, see below for an update on one of our projects-in-process, led by Cindy
Sojourner and Joy Barnitz.
Goal Two: Encourage the faith journeys of all members and visitors by increasing
participation in programs by 10% annually. The Ministry Teams have selected the
following programs to focus on for increased participation: Ministry of Property:
Work Parties; Ministry of Spiritual Life: Ushers and Communion Servers; Ministry of
Christian Education: Make a Difference Day; Ministry of Social Concerns: Giving Hope
to Seniors; Ministry of hospitality and Fellowship: Greeters.

This Just In:
The initial total for Flea
Market
proceeds
is
$9,480, which meets last
year's total and exceeds
our budgeted goal. Look
for a full report in next
month's Bell, and thank
you for all your hard
work!

Building Beloved Community Through Reconciliation Project
Looking for ways to transform
your
concerns
about
"otherism"
and increase
knowledge about privilege? Would you like
to join the group
designing ways to
effectively engage our
church and wider community in difficult, fascinating and healing conver-

sations and activities that lead to resilient community? Bring your curiosity,
concern and creativity to an organizing
meeting for this project to be held
in late September! Contact Joy
Barnitz
(jbarnitz@nilesdiscoverychurch.org)
to be added to the Doodle being used
to select the date and time for the initial meeting.

Continued from page 1

Happy Birthday NDC!
A special fund was established to receive donations so
there will be no costs for the lunch. You can still contribute to that fund; make your check out to Niles Discovery
Church, with “Anniversary Celebration” in the memo line. The
Anniversary Committee is also asking for the bakers in the church to create cupcakes
for our dessert table at the party; if you are able to provide cupcakes, please see
Melissa Palleschi right away to confirm your commitment. Thank you for your generosity, and happy anniversary, church!

New church
directory to be
released this
month
Sometimes things don’t
go as planned. The office
had hoped to get a new
church directory out during the summer. It didn’t
happen. However, they
do think that a new one
will be published this
month. Watch for an announcement in the Sunday bulletin.
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Service Opportunities In The Wider Church

Growing A
Sunflower Can
Win You A Prize
Sunday, October 1 is the
culmination of the sunflower seed contest.
Please bring in the sunflowers you grew from
seeds given to you by the
children of our church
Sunday school. Prizes to
be awarded.

Join Our
Email Lists
To join any of our email
lists, just go to http://
bit.ly/NDCemailsignup
and start filling out the
forms. You can select
what email lists you want
to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more.
We also encourage you
to join our Yahoo! group.
Go
to
http://j.mp/
NDCyahoogrp, look for
the purple “Join Group”
button, click it, and fill
out whatever forms Yahoo! needs you to complete to become part of
the group. Once you’re a
member of the group,
you can send announcements to everyone else in
the group. It’s one more
way for our church to
keep in touch.

The Bay Association (the closest United
Church of Christ regional body we’re part
of) has two opportunities for you to serve
the wider church. Serving the wider
church benefits all of
the congregations in
the Association and
Conference, and is
very rewarding.
There is an immediate
opening for someone
to serve on the Executive Board of the Bay
Association in an “At Large” term that
ends in December 2018. It is our hope
that the person filling this role will also be
excited to be our recording secretary and
take the minutes of the meetings. In the
spirit of technology, we have begun using
ZOOM for the majority of the meetings,

so you don't have to travel every month.
Meetings are on the second Monday of
the month.
Coming up this fall is the Bay Association’s
annual
business
meeting (the morning of November 4, 2017 at Berkeley
Chinese Community Church
– more details coming as we
get closer to that date). The
agenda at that meeting will
include the election of new
Executive Board members
for the 2018 year. There are several positions available, and maybe you’d like to
fill one of them. Terms are for three
years.
If you would like to fill one of these positions or if you would like to learn more,
speak to one of our pastors.

International Day Of Prayer For Peace
Brings Community Together
The Tri-City Interfaith Council will be holding a multi-faith prayer service
for peace on Thursday, September 21, a day designated by the United
Nations as an International Day of Peace. Details of the exact time and
location of this gathering were not available by the press deadline, so watch your worship bulletins for more information.

Let The PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any
PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie Keesis,
Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda Loreman – if you have a concern about the life of
the church that you want to explore. If you have a church relationship that’s hurting and
want some assistance in healing it, speak to one of them.

Are You On Facebook?
If you are on Facebook, please “like” the Niles Discovery Church page. You can
find it at www.facebook.com/NilesDiscoveryChurch. Use your smart phone to let people know that you’re at church on Sunday morning. Once you’ve clicked the “Like”
button, it will change to “Liked.” Then hover your mouse over the “Following” button
and click the pencil image to the right of the word “Notifications.” Check the boxes for
“All Posts” and “Events” and click “Done.” This way, you won’t miss out when we post
something on the page.You can also join our Facebook “group” at www.facebook.com/
groups/nilesdiscoverychurch/. And if you want to “friend” our pastors, they are at
www.facebook.com/brenda.loreman and www.facebook.com/RevJSS.
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We Are One Rally/Vigils Continue
The monthly “We Are One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the
Tri-City Interfaith Council and Compassionate Fremont
will continue its focus on “Unity” in August. Held on the
fourth Thursday of the month (September 28 this
month), 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., at the corner of Walnut and Paseo Padre in Fremont,
the “We Are One” rally/vigils bring people together to stand up for the common value
of compassion and respect that is found in all religious traditions. You are invited to
make and bring signs that are peaceful, compassionate, and non-partisan.

Wanted: Solid Metal Kitchen Carts
If you happen to have bought one of the kitchen carts during the flea
market, could you please bring it back to the church? We will trade it
for one of the new wire ones, because we need a solid tray surface on
which to serve drinks that can spill.

Stay In Touch With The Wider Church

Photographers
Wanted
Do you have a camera
and enjoy taking pictures? It sure would be
nice to have some people
who would make it a
habit to take pictures of
stuff happening in the life
of the church – of just
about anything that fills
you with joy and thanksgiving. All you need to do
is snap the pics and email
them
to
Sandra
(admin@nilesdiscoverych
urch.org).

You can subscribe to the weekly email newsletters from the UCC Conference by going
to http://bit.ly/QFhbEz and entering you email address. You can subscribe to the
weekly email newsletter from the DOC Region by going to http://conta.cc/SlhyQL
and typing in your email address.
You can subscribe to email newsletters from the national settings of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) at http://disciples.org and the United Church of Christ at
http://j.mp/odlTLO.

A “Thank You” From Pastor Jeff
Dear Church,
Thank you all so much for helping me celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of my ordination. It was a day of love, affirmation, and celebration.
The new stole is exquisite and I appreciate the generous gift certificate. I am honored to have had the choir come out
of their summer recess to sing an anthem. And the oboist’s rendition of “Gabriel’s Oboe,” accompanied by our own
Jenny Lin, was stunning. Thank you for the cake and the many warm cards – and for making August 20 a truly beautiful
day.
Peace,
Pastor Jeff
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS
The September Special Offering is for Heifer International.
Heifer International empowers families to turn hunger and poverty
into hope and prosperity – but their approach is more than just giving them a
handout. Heifer links communities and
helps bring sustainable agriculture and
commerce to areas with a long history of
poverty. You can learn more at
www.heifer.org.

Make A Difference
On October 28
October 28, 2017 is
Make A Difference Day in
Fremont and around the
country. Niles Discovery
Church will again have a
team of volunteers participating. Last year we
had a great time at the
Senior Center, working
on
beautifying
the
grounds. Projects for this
year have not yet been
posted. Please let Beth
Armstrong know if you
are interested in participating, baarmstrong1@a
ol.com.

Please Wear Your
Name Tag
One easy way to offer
hospitality to first-time
visitors and newer members is to wear your
name tag. Please pick up
your name tag before
worship and wear it
throughout coffee hour.
If you need a new one,
check the box on the
green attendance form.

The offering will be formally received on
Sunday, September 10. As with all our
special offerings, you are welcome to give
at any time (always make checks payable
to Niles Discovery Church). You can also
give online: go to our church webpage,
click the “donate” button at the top of
the page, and select the appropriate special offering.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special
offering each month. With that many pos-

sibilities for special giving, you may need
to choose which ones are most important
to you. You can see the schedule of special offerings at http://bit.ly/speoff2017
or call the church office and we will mail
you one.
Thanks to your generosity,
71 backpacks, 41 lunch boxes, 1 bag of pencil boxes, 1
box of paper and spiral notebooks, and 3 bags of general
school supplies (plus $600+
in funds used to purchase more supplies)
were delivered to the Fremont Family
Resource Center, just in time for distribution to families who needed them as their
children prepared for the new school
year. The administrative staff and case
managers, who will coordinate the distribution, were thrilled. One staff member
remarked, "It's nice to see a church that
does something in its own community."

Second Saturday Documentary Series

Filmmaker Moore Plants The Flag
For Good Ideas In “Where To Invade Next”
Filmmaker Michael Moore travels overseas seeking good ideas instead of conflict
in “Where to Invade Next,” the free Second Saturday Documentary Series offering
for September. The film will be shown September 9 at 1:30 p.m. at Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd. at the corner of Nursery Ave.
The director and on-camera narrator of such films as “Bowling for Columbine” and
“Roger and Me” visited countries that have found solutions to social challenges,
including healthcare, public education, and criminal recidivism. When he found an
idea he liked, he planted an American flag to claim the idea for America.
While taking a light-hearted approach to serious problems, Moore acknowledges,
“The American dream seems to be alive and well everywhere but America.”
After the screening, a moderated discussion will be led by Peggy Elwell, cocoordinator of the Low-Income Self-Help Center in San Jose, an active member of
the Santa Clara County Single-Payer Health Care Coalition, an organizer of the Economic Justice Film Series, and a semi-retired librarian.
The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery
Church and the San Jose Peace and Justice Center. For more information about
this screening, see http://bit.ly/ssds1709.
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Daytime Fellowship

Evening Fellowship
Please join Niles Discovery Church women for an
inspirational evening on the second Tuesday every month
September to November and January to May at 7:00
p.m. This month’s meeting will be held on September 13
at Judy Molander’s home, 45531 Cheyenne Place,
Fremont. This year our study will be “Freedom: Promise
and Struggle in the Bible” as outlined in the Just Women
magazine. The introduction is written by Rev. Dr. Christal
Williams, who is also the keynote speaker at the Fall
Retreat. Dr. Marti J. Steussy wrote lesson 1, “Promise and
struggle in the garden.” It offers some deeper insights
about God and human beings. The scripture is Genesis
2:15 to 3:19.

Fall Retreat
The 80th Annual Women’s Fall Retreat at Mission Springs
Conference grounds in Scotts Valley happens September
22 to September 24. Rev. Dr. Christal Williams is the
“fiery” keynote speaker and she promises to “Awaken
YOUR Spirit.” You will be revived and renewed at this
retreat with time for quiet contemplation, too. Our own
Cindy Sojourner is writing the graces which will be
observed before each of the six meals and she is also
providing the artwork for the retreat. Register now!
There are flyers available in the fellowship hall. Michelle
McConville has information or contact Katy Valentine
with any questions at katy@ccncn.org. Learn more at
http://bit.ly/wofallretreat2017.

Returning after a summer hiatus, the
Daytime Women’s Fellowship group
resumes meetings on the third Monday of the month
– this month, it is September 18 – at 11:30 a.m. One
of our pastors will lead us in the Bible study (typically
looking at a scripture for the coming Sunday’s
worship service) and we will visit with one another
as we eat our brown bag lunches and a provided
dessert. Sometimes there is a little bit of business
that needs to be taken care of. The meeting typically
ends by 1:00 p.m.

Mildred Reynolds
Lap Robe Tying Group
The lap robe tying group meets on the fourth
Wednesday of the month, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,
to share in fellowship and lunch as they tie off lap
robes that have been stitched together during the
month. The September 27 meeting will be in the fellowship hall. If you know of someone who would
like a lap robe, contact Alison Kieft or Judy Molander. The lap robes are then given to people who
might enjoy them and to remind them that they are
always wrapped in God’s love. There is no charge for
the lap robes; all material and labor is donated. All
women are invited to attend. If you plan to join in
the fellowship and fun this month, please let Judy
Molander know (since lunch is provided).

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our
pastors to have regular, posted
office hours. Please call your pastor
if you would like to make an
appointment or have him/her
come by for a visit. None of the
staff is available on Mondays, 12:45
p.m. to 1:15 p.m., because they are
in a staff meeting. The church office
will be closed on Labor Day,
September 4.
Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day off is Saturday. His

email is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Jeff is on vacation through
Church
510-797-0895
Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107
September 5.
Pastor Brenda is not in the office
Thursday-Saturday. Her email is
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

Cecilia Le’s hours are Mondays,
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Fridays,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Her email is
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Cecilia is on vacation September 1.
Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays,
9:00
a.m.
to
1:00
p.m.,
Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., and Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to
1:00
p.m.
Her
email
is
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Sandra is on vacation through
September 10.
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Jean Kneisler;
Marilyn Rasler;
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Cindy Corey;
Barry Kean;
Matt Espinoza;
Dean Hunter;
JoAn Parker;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Penn Boyer;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Jan Filip;

Judi Eaton;
Ken Young;
Diane Kindle;
Sandra Frisbey;
John Wharton’s father;
Katy Wharton’s mother and step-father;
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law, Debbie
Thompson;
Alison Kieft’s friend, Louellen;
Jerry Hollands;
Janet Butcher;
William “Butch” Butcher;
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison;
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor Garnica;
Riki and Mark Twist’s granddaughter,
Sophia Martin;

Michele McConville’s mom, Marie
Maguire;
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret;
Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris
Dungan;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Mark Twist’s father, Arnie;
Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan;
Tom Olkowski’s brother, Paul;
Ed Espinoza, Penn Boyer’s and Isaiah
and Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister;
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara;
Dorothy Williams’ daughter, Belinda
Williams.

All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
Jeanie and Richard White, Rachel White, Bob and
Marilyn Singer, and Christina, Bob, and Maddie
Monkman as they grieve the sudden, tragic deaths
of Jeanie and Richard’s son Brian White and his fiancée Rebecca Raymond in a plane crash on Saturday,
July 29;
Mike Foster and his family as they grieve the death

of his mother, Jan Richards, on May 16;
Charlotte O’Donnell and her family as they grieve
the death of her husband, John, on May 7;
The family of the Rev. Donald Willoughby Joyner
Anderson, pastor emeritus of Niles Discovery
Church, as they grieve his death on February 21.

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers,
Including People From Our Congregation And Our Friends (including Chris Swint, Scott Swint, Ben Gonzales).
These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the
Care Team.
Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful justice
through non-violent methods to the world.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please
let Pastor Jeff know.
Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536 (510) 797-0895 http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org

Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536 (510) 797-0895 http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org

Niles Discovery
Church
Rev. Jeffrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brenda Loreman,
Associate Pastor
36600 Niles Blvd.,
Fremont 94536
Phone: 510-797-0895
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The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895; admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

