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UPCOMING WORSHIP

Little Discussion At Annual Meeting
The agenda was lengthy for an Annual
Meeting, but things went surprisingly
quickly because there was little
discussion on most of the items. “I think
that means we did our
homework,” Pastor Jeff
said.
In addition to approving
minutes
of
the
congregational meetings
held during the preceding twelve
months, the congregation endorsed a
resolution repudiating the Doctrine of
Discovery that will be voted on at the
Disciples of Christ’s General Assembly
this summer, adopted the Strategic Plan
developed by the Strategic Planning
Team, amended the Bylaws to establish

June 25
“The Call of the Cross”
Matthew 10:24-39

The one item that evoked some
discussion was one that was only
advisory. The Cabinet, with the

Inside This Issue:

Continued; See “Quick Annual
Meeting” page 3

Safe Church Policies To Be Reviewed
Niles Discovery Church
has policies that ensure
our children have a safe
place to learn and grow.
They require that everyone working with children and youth, knows
our policies and has a
background check done
every three years. Our

June 4
“God as Flame”
Acts 2:1-21

a new Ministry of Hospitality and
Fellowship Team and focusing (and
renaming) the Ministry of Evangelism
Team, and elected the full slate of
Officers and Ministry Team
Chairs presented by the
Nominating
Committee.
See
some
important
information about the next
steps in implementing Goal
One of the Strategic Plan in
the strategic planning update on page 3.

classrooms have glass
panels in their doors, and
teachers work in pairs.
We do this because it
makes us all safer.
On Sunday, June 4, after
worship, those needing
to review the policies
and those who need to

schedule a new background check should
gather with Pastor Jeff
and the Ministry of Christian Education (MCE)
Team members in Room
Continued; See
“2017 Summer School
Roster ” page 5

June 11
Bravo Sunday
June 18
"Living Our Mission;
Making Choices"
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Church Bell To Ring On June 12
Our church bell will ring 49 times at noon on June 12, the first anniversary of the mass shooting at the
Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida.
On June 12, 2016, a 29-year-old entered the gay nightclub with multiple guns and opened fire, killing
49 and wounding 53 others. The gunman was later shot and killed by Orlando Police Department officers after a
three-hour standoff. Pulse was hosing a “Latin Night,” so most of the victims were Latinos. It was both
the deadliest mass shooting by a single shooter and the deadliest incident of violence against LGBTQ+
people in the United States.
You are encouraged to pause for prayer at noon on June 12.
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Anticipating Summer
As I write this, the hills outside my
office window are taking on the
golden hue of summer, but—
although it’s a warm day—it’s still
officially spring, we have not quite
transitioned into a new season, and
there is still some green grass in
the folds of the hills. As I’ve written
here before, I
love
the
shoulders of the
seasons—those
times when we
have not quite
left one season,
but the next one
is
already
present. When I
was a student,
and
then
a
teacher,
the
transition from
spring to summer
always came with
that
delicious
anticipation of the long summer
vacation, its relief from hurried toil,
and the possibility of new activities.
Here at Niles Discovery Church, we
also anticipate a slower pace.
Several of our programs take a
summer hiatus, namely, the choir,
daytime and evening women’s
fellowships, and, often, Adult
Sunday School. Our youth Sunday
School classes continue, but in a
simpler configuration, without the
middle school classes.
Some of us will be traveling this
summer; Pastor Jeff and I will be
taking study leave and attending
conferences (me from June 6
through June 12, Jeff from June 28
through July 13), and we’ll be
taking some vacation time as well
(me at the beginning of August,

Pastor Jeff at the end of August).
Our Office Administrator, Sandra
Lange, and Bookkeeper, Cecilia Le,
will also have some vacation time
this summer. We’re hoping that
our time away helps us return
refreshed and renewed for the new
program year in the fall.
The summer pace
may be slower, but
that only means that
it’s a perfect time to
try something new,
and there will be
plenty
of
opportunities for that
this summer. On June
18, we’ll have the
opportunity to make
the final selection of
mission projects we’ll
be starting this year
(see the Strategic
Plan Update on page
3). Participating in a
mission project is a great way to
make a positive impact on our
community and extend God’s
welcome to others.
Another new thing to try is
teaching a Sunday School class.
With the simpler summer teaching
schedule, you can try out teaching
one class, without making a
commitment to a monthly teaching
rotation for nine months. See Beth
Armstrong this month if you’d like
to teach one class this season.
Summer is also a great time to try
joining a Ministry Team. The
Ministry of Christian Education,
Ministry of Hospitality and
Fellowship, Ministry of Property,
Ministry of Social Concerns,
Ministry of Spiritual Life, and the

new Ministry of Evangelism
continue to meet throughout the
summer, and are always happy to
have more hands helping. Chat
with one of the chairs (Beth
Armstrong, Alison Kieft, John
Hollowell, Judy Zlatnik, Val Parker,
or Matt Espinoza) to see if your
gifts and interests are a good fit
with a team.
For me, summer always has meant
time to read, and perhaps you, too
will try a new book this season.
These are the three books that are
on the top of my “to-be-read” pile:
A New New Testament, edited by
Hal Tausig, which intersperses the
traditional New Testament texts
with selections form the Nag
Hammadi library discovered in the
20th
century;
The
Third
Reconstruction: How a Moral
Movement is Overcoming the
Politics of Division and Fear, by
Disciples of Christ pastor Rev. Dr.
William J Barber, II; and A
Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha
Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 17851812.
I
look
forward
to
experiencing these works, and
discovering how they will influence
my life and ministry.
Wherever this season takes you, I
pray that you will find time for new
things, but especially for rest,
reflection, and joy.
Blessings,
Pastor Brenda
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Goal One Mission Projects to Be Chosen
On Sunday, June 18, the congregation
will have the opportunity to help make
the final selection of mission projects the
church will take on during the 2017-18
program year. The Champions of the five
finalist projects will each give a 4-5minute rationale for their projects during
the sermon time in worship. After worship, instead of attending fellowship time
together, each congregation member will
choose one project that they feel most
passionate about, and attend a meeting
with the project Champions to begin
planning the implementation of the project (coffee and snacks will be served in
each meeting location). Two or three projects will be selected based on the numbers of people who gather in each group.

The five finalists
are: 1.1 Homeless food and supplies ministry; BG.1
Sponsor intercultural/anti-racism learning opportunities; 1.10 Mobile food van; 1.11
Sponsor St. James Community Orphans
School, and 1.12 Habitat for Humanity
project. All these projects are important
for the community and worthy of our
time, but to best focus our resources, we
need to narrow the list down. Projects
that we decide not to undertake this year
may be considered again next year.
Be sure to attend this important event,
and help us choose our mission focus for
the upcoming months.

Continued from page 1

Quick Annual Meeting
assistance of the Ministry of Property
Team, has been looking into both the
need for expanding the
parking
lot
and
the
associated
costs.
The
congregation was divided as
to how important expanding
the parking lot is and was
nowhere near consensus on how such an
expansion should be paid for.
At their meeting two weeks later, the
Cabinet decided to ask the people who
are responsible for locking up the church
each Sunday to also look at the parking
situation just as worship lets out. The
Cabinet hopes to collect six months of

data showing for each week how many
empty parking spaces there are, if any
cars are parked on “squirrel
hill” (as the Ministry of
Property
Team
affectionately
calls
the
grassy area at the far west
end of the property), and
how full the parking along the south side
of Niles Blvd. seems to be. They hope
that with this data they will have a better
idea of the need for expanded parking. In
the meantime, if you have a question,
ideas, or an opinion about parking at the
church, please contact our new
Moderator, Jim Thomas.

Photographers Wanted
Do you have a camera and enjoy taking pictures? It sure would
be nice to have some people who would make it a habit to take
pictures of stuff happening in the life of the church – things like
the 12 people who we received as new members in March, or
the new Cabinet members elected in May, or just about anything that fills you with
joy and thanksgiving. All you need to do is snap the pics and email them to Sandra at
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.

A service to celebrate the
life of John O’Donnell will
be held in the sanctuary
on Monday, June 12, at
2:00 p.m. A simple reception will follow the service. If you would like to
contribute cookies or
veggies for the reception,
please let Val Parker
know.

Register For
Camp!
If you haven’t registered
for Summer Camp, you
need to do so now. Contact Maria Garnica. She
has all the information
about camperships and
registration details.

Let The PPRC Know
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda
Loreman – if you have a
concern about the life of
the church that you want
to explore. If you have a
church relationship that’s
hurting and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.
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Two Opportunities
To Join In The
SF Pride Parade
You can wave the Niles
Discovery Church flag in
the San Francisco Pride
Parade on June 25 by
joining either of these
groups: The City of
Fremont will have a contingent marching that
you can join, and United
in Spirit (an interfaith
contingent) is again inviting us to march with
them. We don’t have specific details at the press
deadline, but if you contact Pastor Jeff, he will
share details with you as
they become available.

What Is
“Juneteenth”?
Juneteenth is a holiday that
commemorates the June
19, 1865 announcement in
Texas of the abolition of
slavery, and more generally
that celebrates the emancipation of African-American
slaves throughout the Confederate South.
President Lincoln issued
the Emancipation Proclamation on September 22,
1862, with an effective
date of January 1, 1863. It
declared all slaves to be
freed in the Confederate
States of America that
were in rebellion and not
in Union hands. It took
almost three years for
news about the Emancipation Proclamation to reach
Galveston.

Graduates To Be Honored On

Sunday

Our two high school graduates, along with some other graduates, will be honored
during the worship service on Bravo Sunday,
June 11. In addition, the many, many
people who make our Sunday morning
worship, education, and fellowship time
possible will be thanked. Come be part of
the celebration!
Aiyanna Espinoza
Ryan Boyer Taylor

From the Regional Minister: Mission First! Priority
Mission First!, the emerging priority of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
is an invitation to be the
church of Jesus Christ in
our world in a way that
helps us to show clearly
that we are a “movement
for wholeness in a fragmented world.”
The specific language of
the Mission First! priority
may change; it is being fine
-tuned after receiving
comments
from
the
church. What will not
change are these important points of ministry:


Meeting the needs of
the vulnerable;



Creating communities
of learning and inclusion, and



Overcoming oppression and racism.

The priority will be done
in the context of ministry
with children, with youth,
and with young adults.
Mission First! is not about
manufacturing ways to
increase church membership—though that may
happen as people are
drawn to congregations

that are actively reaching
out into their communities. Mission First! is a way
for congregations and ministries of the church to ask:






What are we doing
now to show people
the love of God in our
communities, especially for the people who
are most at risk of being isolated and invisible? Do we see them,
and will we let them
see us? How are we
creating community
with them?
What are we doing to
share the Good News
we know and live in a
way that helps make
life better for the people who experience
the Good News of Jesus Christ from and
with us?
What does it mean for
us to be an anti-racist/
pro-reconciling church
in these days?

The answers to these
questions are as varied as
the faithful ministries you
are already doing. Take a
look at this short video

narrated by my colleague
Bill Spangler-Dunning, Regional Minister of the Upper Midwest as he shares
the heart of the Mission
First! priority. The event
he describes is specific to
his region, but the language of Mission First! is
for all of us:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?
v=CCXp8GHOv34&feature=y
outu.be

Stay tuned for more information about how we can
all participate in Mission
First!
I have been invited to be
on the Mission First! Executive Committee and have
said yes to the invitation. I
am excited about the future of the Disciples and I
am looking forward to
sharing more about this
important movement in
the church with you.


The Rev. Dr. LaTaunya
Bynum.
Reprinted from the May,
2017 CCNC-N Regional
Voices.
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Annual Gathering Re-cap: a Message from the Regional Minister
Thank you, Regional Church for helping
to make the Annual Gathering 2017,
“We Come Together at the Table” a
meaningful and spiritually
fulfilling time. The preachers
were outstanding, worship
was spirit filled, the workshops were informative and
the gathered community
was Church in every sense.
I am grateful for the seminarians who helped lead
worship, the youth who served communion Saturday afternoon, and the Concord
congregation that shared hospitality with
us. The exhibitors representing ministries of education and service remind us
of our connection to one another.

Mostly I am grateful for the nearly 200 of
you who came to Annual Gathering; you
made the event, and I am looking forward to seeing you in 2018.
Thank you for all the ways
you participated.
Those of you who attended
Annual Gathering will receive
an email inviting you to share
your feedback about our time
together. Please fill it in and
return it to the Regional
Office. And let us know if you want to
help plan the next Gathering.


The Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum.
Reprinted from the May,
2017 CCNC-N Regional Voices.

Regional staff helped us get ready for
Annual Gathering by sharing their gifts;
thank you.
Continued from page 1

2017 Summer Sunday School Roster
3. If you have not been involved with teaching or helping in a Sunday School classroom but would like to join the MCE Team or become a teacher, please come to the
meeting. We will be glad to welcome you to our group, and you can put your creative
skills into action with our kids.
Date

Primary

Intermediate

Helper

June 18

Beth Armstrong

Marilyn Singer

Diane Harvey

June 25

Riki Twist

Mark Twist

July 2

Denise Church

Melissa Palleschi

Bill Palleschi

July 9

Judy Hollowell

Maria Garnica

Sybil Smith

July 16

Jim Thomas

Christina Monkman

July 23
July 30

Julie Aragon
Ingert Svaerd

Melissa Palleschi
Alison Kieft

Bill Palleschi

August 6

Denise Church

Ron Adamson

Vaishaly Jaiprakash

August 13

Cathy West

Kristina Wahlander

Ryan Ramseyer

August 20

Ginny August

Riki Twist

August 27

Flea Market

Flea Market

Flea Market

September 3

Suzie Claxton

Christina Monkman

Helen Boyer

Be A Merit Badge
Councilor
Anyone with a favorite
hobby or passion for the
arts, or the outdoors, or
home
improvements,
gardening, or the environment, or science, can
help our Scouts. Are you
good at taking photographs or making videos?
If you are, you can be a
Boy Scout Merit Badge
Councilor.
Steven Spielberg helped
design the “Movie Making” merit badge. Bill
Palleschi is the merit
badge
councilor
for
“Citizenship in the Community,” “Citizenship in
the
Nation,”
and
“Citizenship
in
the
World.”
At the bottom of the Boy
Scouts of America (BSA)
page is the “Guide For
Merit Badge Councilor”
http://
www.scouting.org/
Home/BoyScouts/
GuideforMeritBadgeCounselors.aspx
It’s a great list of all the
badges available and
their requirements.
If you’re interested, see
Bill Palleschi and he will
send you an application
form for the annual registration. The cost to register is minimal and Bill will
cover the additional cost
for the pamphlet for your
particular merit badge. It
takes about 6 weeks for
the approval process.
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Special Offerings
The June Special Offering is for evangelism efforts of our
two denominations. The offers we receive will be split
between the UCC’s “Strengthen the Church” offering
and the DOC’s “Pentecost” offering. You can learn more
about this offering at http://www.ucc.org/stc and
http://disciplesmissionfund.org/special-offerings/
pentecost/.
This offering will be officially received on Sunday,
June 11. As with all our
special offerings, you are
welcome to give at any
time (always make checks
payable to Niles Discovery Church). You can also give

online: go to our church webpage and click the “donate”
button at the top of the page.
Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each
month. With that many possibilities
for special giving, you may need to
choose which ones are most important to you. You can see the schedule of special offerings at http://
bit.ly/speoff2017, or call the church
office we will mail you one.
Thanks to your generosity, the May
Special Offering for Church World Service’s “Blankets+” program raised
$666. Learn more about this program
at https://cwsblankets.org/.

Second Saturday Documentary Series

Gun Politics And Religion Converge In Film “The Armor Of Light”
The film “The Armor of Light” asks the question, “Can
you be pro-life and pro-gun?” It will be shown June 10
at 1:30 p.m. as part of the free Second Saturday Documentary Series at Niles Discovery Church.
Director Abigail E. Disney follows the Reverend Rob
Schenk, an Evangelical minister and anti-abortion political activist, as he struggles with his conscience and
his conservative beliefs in the wake of fatal shootings in
his own Washington, D.C. neighborhood.
Politics and religion converge when Rev. Schenck
meets Lucy McBath, the mother of Jordan Davis, an
unarmed teenager who was murdered in Florida. Also an Evangelical Christian, McBath’s personal testimony
compels Rev. Schenck to reach out to pastors around the country to discuss the moral and ethical response to
gun violence with explosive results.
Toni Shellen, coordinator of the Tri-City Chapter of the Brady Campaign, will moderate the discussion following
the film.
“This film is a departure from our typical offerings,” explained the Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, Senior Pastor at Niles
Discovery Church. “We tend to show films that address a social issue and discuss it. This time, we’re looking at a
spiritual question as it relates to a social issue.”
“Niles Discovery Church identifies as a ‘Progressive Christian’ congregation, rather than ‘Evangelical,’” Spencer
said. “Nonetheless, I think we can learn from the struggles two particular Evangelicals have had to live an integrated faith. After all, don’t we all want to live a life of authenticity, regardless of our religious traditions?”
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Mildred Reynolds Lap Robe
Tying Group

Daytime Fellowship

After our winter break, the lap robe tying group will resume their monthly meetings on Wednesday, June 28
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. All
women are invited, but let Dorletta Larsen know if you
plan to attend as lunch is provided.

Daytime Women’s Fellowship will meet on
June 19 at 11:30 in the fellowship hall. Bring
a lunch. Dessert and coffee will be provided.
Everyone is welcome!

Evening Fellowship

If you know someone who would like one of the lap robes
or a group that could use several lap robes, let Alison
Kieft, Judy Molander or Dorletta Larsen know. There is no
charge for the lap robes.

The Evening Women’s Fellowship is on
hiatus until the fall.

Community Bulletin Board
Members and friends of Niles Discovery
Church are invited to submit short notices that may be of interest to the rest
of the congregation. Note, no commercial notices or partisan political announcements are allowed (to keep us from running afoul of regulations).
Niles Discovery Church makes no representations or endorsements about the events or services listed.

The Mission Peak Chamber Singers invite you to Sing
Out!, a community singing event on June 25, 2:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary at Niles Discovery Church. Artistic Director Ofer dal Lal will lead participants in discovering the joy of singing together in a comfortable, supportive environment. No singing experience is required,
and families with children are welcome. A $10 donation
is requested (but no one will be turned away).

Pastors’ And Office Schedules
Because of appointments and
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors to have regular, posted office
hours. Please call your pastor if you
would like to make an appointment
or have him/her come by for a visit.
None of the staff is available on
Mondays, 12:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
because they are in a staff meeting.

ence’s Annual Gathering. He will be
on Study Leave and then be attending the Disciples of Christ’s General
Assembly, June 28 through July 14

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day off is Saturday. His
email is:
jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Jeff will be away June 15
through June 18 to attend the
Northern California Nevada Confer-

Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510-828-4107

Church
510-797-0895
Pastor Jeff’s mobile
510-579-8851

Pastor Brenda is not in the office
Thursday-Saturday. Her email is:
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Pastor Brenda will also be away

June 15 through 18 to attend the
Northern California Nevada Conference’s Annual Gathering, and she
will be on study leave June 6-12.
Cecilia Le’s hours are Mondays,
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Fridays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Her
email is:
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and
Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Her email is:
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.
Sandra won’t be in the office on
June 15.
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Because Of Their Health Concerns:
Charlotte O’Donnell;
Cindy Corey;
Barry Kean;
Judy Molander;
Vickey Kean;
Dean Hunter;
Michele McConville;
Becky Moreno;
Isabel Moreno;
Rebecca BoyerTaylor;
Maureen O’Donnell;
JoAn Parker;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
Edrea Espinoza;

Isaiah Espinoza-Carter;
Penn Boyer;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Ken Young;
Jerry Hollands;
Jan Filip;
Janet Butcher;
William “Butch” Butcher;
Diane Kindle;
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison;
Peg Tait;
Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor
Garnica;
Riki and Mark Twist’s granddaughter,
Sophia Martin;

Michele McConville’s mom, Marie
Maguire;
Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret;
Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris
Dungan;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Mark Twist’s father, Arnie;
Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan;
Tom Olkowski’s brother, Paul;
Ed Espinoza, Penn Boyer’s and Isaiah
and Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister;
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara;
Dorothy Williams’ daughter, Belinda
Williams.

Friends and family seeking to live clean and sober lives.

All Who Are Grieving, Especially:
Mike Foster and his family as they grieve the death
of his mother, Jan Richards, on May 16;
Charlotte O’Donnell and her family as they grieve
the death of her husband, John, on May 7;
The family of the Rev. Donald Willoughby Joyner
Anderson, pastor emeritus of Niles Discovery
Church, as they grieve his death on February 21;
Pastor Brenda and her brother Jeff as they grieve
the death of their mother, Rosemary Loreman on
February 3;

Kaleb Archer, his mother Martha McFarland, and
his grandmother Kay McFarland, as they grieve the
death of Kaleb’s father Richard Archer;
The family of Jean Crossley as they grieve her death
on January 31;
The family of Bert Knight as they grieve his death on
December 2;
The family of Judy Zlatnik as they grieve the death of
Judy's sister, Susan Brooks on November 13;

People who are struggling on their spiritual journey, including Isabel.
People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls.
People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members.
The physical, emotional, and spiritual safety of all serving in the armed forces and as UN peacekeepers, including people from our congregation and our friends (including Chris Swint, Scott Swint, Ben Gonzales).
These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the
Care Team.
Peace throughout the earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful
justice through non-violent methods to the world.
A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please
let Pastor Jeff know.
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Rev. Jeffrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brenda Loreman,
Associate Pastor
PO Box 2265
Fremont CA 94536
Phone: 510-797-0895
nilesdiscoverychurch.org

The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received
it first class. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to our website
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph
toward the bottom of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out
the forms. You can select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more.
Then, please leave a phone message at the church office (510-797-0895) so
we can note in our database that you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail
any more.

