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UPCOMING WORSHIP

Notice is hereby given that the annual budget meeting of
Niles Discovery Church will be held on Sunday, February 5, in
the Fellowship Hall, following worship. Your participation is
prayerfully and urgently requested.
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February 12
“Jesus and Hell”
Ma hew 25:31‐40
and Jonah 4:1‐11

1

The Chris an Church of Northern California Nevada is oﬀering an
An ‐Racism Training on Saturday, February 25, 2017, 9:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m., at Niles Discovery Church in Fremont.

February 19
“Jesus, Violence, and Power”
Ma hew 16:13‐28
and Isaiah 42:1‐9

At this training you’ll learn the diﬀerence between racism and
personal prejudice, how racism is a system beyond individual
choices, why racism s ll grips the United States, and how can we
par cipate as people of faith in its internal and social dismantling.
Registra on is $40 with light breakfast and lunch included. You can register online at
h p://bit.ly/an racismFeb2017.
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The Nominating Committee is inviting
everyone in the church to come to a
workshop
where past
Moderators
will
talk
about
the
position
in
the church
and answer
questions about other forms of leadership in the church. If you’ve ever
wondered, “How do those decisions
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get made?” or “What does that Ministry Team do?” or “Where might God
want me to use my
leadership skills at the
church?” then this is
the workshop for you.
The workshop will be
held in the Fellowship
Hall on Sunday, February 12, following coffee hour. If you
need childcare in order to participate,
please contact Pastor Jeff right away.

A

With Roxanne’s departure at the end of February, Niles Discovery Church is seeking a
part‐ me (up to 20 hours per week with some flexibility in hours scheduled) oﬃce
administrator.
The job includes managing the func ons in a small but busy oﬃce economically and
eﬃciently, managing facili es use, organizing work, establishing priori es, and
maintaining and coordina ng good interpersonal rela ons and communica on with
Con nued; See “H

February 5
“Jesus and the Mul tudes”
Luke 18:15–19:10
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February 26
“Making It Real”
1 John 1:1–2:6
and Hebrews 11:1‐8
Ash Wednesday
March 1
Special Service at 7:30 p.m.
at Niles Discovery Church
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Jeff’s Jottings
Newsle er deadlines are strange
things. I’m si ng down to write
this column in mid‐January for the
February edi on of The Bell – that’s
normal enough – and I’m going to
be wri ng about March. I feel like
we barely finished Christmas
(because it was
only a couple
weeks ago), and
I’m wri ng about
Lent. Part of that
is because of the
produc on
schedule for the
March edi on of
The Bell: if I don’t
write about it
now,
the
informa on will
come too late to
be of use to you.
If
you
keep
reading, this may
make
more
sense.
Pastor Brenda and I have been
preaching our year‐long Making
the Road sermon series (with a few
diversions along the way) since last
Lent. The series is inspired by a
book by Brian McLaren, We Make
the Road by Walking. Our goal has
been to give both an overview of
important sec ons of the Bible and
an invita on to a deeper, more
transforma ve journey along the
Way of Jesus, a way that we make
by walking. Our hope is that your
faith has become more alive
through the experience of the
sermons, the me for reflec on
following each sermon, and the
weekly invita on to some simple
prac ce during the week.

This sermon series comes to an end
on the last Sunday of February,
which is also the last Sunday of the
season a er Epiphany. I hope you
will con nue to par cipate in our
worship as we draw this series to a
close.
Three days a er the Making the
Road series concludes, on March 1,
you are invited to
a special worship
service at 7:30
p.m. Why March
1? Because that is
Ash
Wednesday
(this year). The Ash
Wednesday service
will
focus
on
spiritual prac ces
for the season of
Lent, and I will
share how last
year’s
Ash
Wednesday service
impacted
my
spiritual prac ces
for the past 12
months.
I am also planning a sermon series
for Lent. This series will be on
racism, a subject I felt called to
explore and preach on during the
presiden al campaigns. One of the
things I’ve found is the more I learn
about racism, the more I realize
how complex the issue is and how
much more there is to learn. My
plan for this series is that each
week, as we explore another
aspect of racism from a Chris an
perspec ve, I will oﬀer at least one

concrete ac on you or I or we (as a
church) can take to truly become
an an ‐racism church. There will be
more details in the March edi on
of The Bell, but because this series
begins as March begins (and maybe
a er you receive your copy of the
March edi on), I wanted to let you
know about it now.
You will no ce in this edi on of The
Bell an ar cle (page 1) about an
an ‐racism training that is being
oﬀered by our Region, the Chris an
Church of Northern California‐
Nevada. It will cover more ground
than I will be able to in a sermon
series. If you are passionate about
this issue, I encourage you to
register for this training.
Perhaps a li le summary would be
helpful at this point:
February:
We finish up the Making the
Road sermon series
March 1:
Ash Wednesday worship
service at 7:30 p.m.; Lent
begins
Lent:
Sermon series on racism that
will invite us to concrete
ac on
I look forward to seeing you in
church.
Peace,
Pastor Jeﬀ

Pastor Jeﬀ’s personal blog is at jeﬀsjo ngs.wordpress.com. He is
publishing his sermons there so you can leave feedback or comments.
He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills
Slugs?” where he answers kids’ theological ques ons. You can read it at
askrevjss.wordpress.com.
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You are invited to a end World Interfaith Harmony Day here at Niles Discovery
Church on Saturday, February 4, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. This is a great opportuni‐
ty to increase our understanding, compassion, commitment and apprecia on for reli‐
gious freedom. There will be tables with informa on from diverse religious tradi ons
and small circle conversa ons. This event is sponsored by the Tri‐City Interfaith Coun‐
cil, Alameda County Human Rela ons Commission, and Compassionate Fremont. Par‐
cipants are invited to bring bread and toppings from their cultural tradi ons. You are
also welcome to help with set‐up and clean‐up. Please talk to Cindy Sojourner to ex‐
press your interest or to ask ques ons.
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Some mes our parking lots overflow, and
that shows that lots of us like coming to
church. That’s good! When this happens,
we park on the spot that is aﬀec onately
called “Squirrel Hill,” which isn’t the best
place to be on a rainy day. And, so we
have a dilemma.
The City Planning Department has told
the Ministry of Property that in order to
turn “Squirrel Hill” into a parking area,
the lot will have to be engineered and
treated like a new construc on site. A
permeable gravel lot will cost between

N

A

O

T A

A N

D

C

$40‐50,000, and a paved lot would be
about $70,000.
The Cabinet discussed this at their
January 16 mee ng, and decided that a
water permeable lot would be the most
ecological choice when the me comes to
do it, but also recognized that this may
not be the best use of limited funds. They
decided to put it on their May agenda for
further discussion. If you have input,
please speak with a Cabinet member, or
come to the May Cabinet mee ng.

S

Our “new” Allen electronic organ will soon be installed in the sanctuary. Ofer and Jen‐
ny have checked it out and have found it in excellent condi on and very suitable for
our sanctuary. It came from a private owner so it has been very well maintained.
Some me ago, when the search for an organ began, an Organ Fund was established,
and as of January 15 had approximately $17,750 in it. It has been es mated that the
final purchase including tax, installa on and a pla orm to make it moveable will bring
the total needed to $24,000. Because of the need to move quickly on the purchase,
the Cabinet agreed to cover the diﬀerence with money from our savings.
The Finance Commi ee, which recently transferred all our savings to a managed ac‐
count at United Church Fund (UCFund), is hopeful that the money from savings that
the Cabinet authorized for the purchase of the organ can be replaced by more contri‐
bu ons to the Organ Fund. This is helpful since the money in the savings account is
genera ng interest to help fund our yearly budget. We are hopeful that we can com‐
plete this special fund. Gi s, small and large, can be notated to the Organ Fund.
Slowly and pa ently we can, and will, accomplish this together.

T
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The Pastor Parish Rela‐
ons Commi ee (PPRC)
wants to hear from you.
Contact any PPRC mem‐
ber – Mark Twist, Judy
Molander, Cindy Sojourn‐
er, Ken Rasler, Beth Arm‐
strong, Debbie Keesis,
Pastor Jeﬀ Spencer and
Pastor Brenda Loreman –
if you have a concern
about the life of the
church that you want to
explore. If you have a
church rela onship that’s
hur ng and want some
assistance in healing it,
speak to one of them.

Con nued from page 1

pastoral staﬀ, employees,
and the congrega on.
This posi on provides
confiden al
administra ve support
and program assistance
to the Pastors, the lay
leaders, and their teams.
If you know of someone
who might be interested
in this posi on, please
point them to h ps://
nilesdiscoverynews.word
press.com/job‐
opportuni es/
where
they can download a job
descrip on and find
applica on instruc ons.
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March 5
At Cloverleaf Bowl
All kids in church (and
their families) are invited
to join in the fun at a
bowling party on Sunday,
March 5! Bring a sack
lunch to eat with your
friends a er worship. We
will leave the church
around 11:45 a.m. for
bowling at 12:15 p.m..
Bowling and shoes for
kids are provided through
a gi from Sumi Lampert.
(Thanks Sumi!) Please
contact Debbie Keesis,
mommydk@gmail.com,
with any ques ons.
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One easy
way
to
oﬀer hos‐
pitality to
first‐ me visitors and
newer members is to
wear your name tag.
Please pick up your name
tag before worship and
wear it throughout coﬀee
hour. If you need a new
one, check the box on the
green a endance form,
or send an email request
to Melissa Palleschi.
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Dr. Gawande is a renowned surgeon,
public health researcher and writer,
who will speak about the value of
community and opportuni es as we
grow older. He is the author of Being
Mortal where he describes people’s
eﬀorts to maintain autonomy as they
age in the face of ingrained habits,
cultural expecta ons, and one‐size‐
fits‐all corporate oﬀerings.

The Village Movement was born in
1999 because Seniors wanted free‐
dom and control over their lives as
they age. They con nue to want to
be ac ve, taking care of themselves
and each other, rather than being

O

M

taken care of. Today there are over
200 open Villages in the US, and
more than 150 in development. Vil‐
lages, created by and for older
adults, empower their members to
make wise, safe, and vibrant choices
about how they wish to
live. The Village is a mod‐
el for assis ng older
adults that provides ser‐
vices and extends com‐
munity to people who
want to remain in their
own homes and enjoy the
rich stew of ac vi es that
engage the community’s older adult
popula on.

Beacon Hill Village in Boston has in‐
vited Villages around the country to
par cipate “virtually” in an event
featuring Dr. Atul Gawande, MD,
MPH, in celebra on of its 15 th anni‐
versary and the Village movement it
inspired.
The
event will be
live‐streamed
across the Unit‐
ed States and
Greater
Niles
Village
will
broadcast the
event here in
Fremont on February 13, at 2:00 p.m.
in the City of Fremont Fire Depart‐
ment’s Large Training Room, 3300
Capitol Avenue, Building A, Fremont
CA 94536. There is parking in front
and behind the building.
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The book the Niles Discovery Church book club read in January
was Becoming Nicole: The TransformaƟon of an American Family, by Amy Ellis Nu . This is a very powerful book about
transgender issues and the book club recommends it to anyone
interested in learning more.
Becoming Nicole is the true story of the Maines family, who
adopted iden cal twin boys as infants. Over the course of their childhoods, one of the
twins shows markedly diﬀerent behaviors and ideas around gender, than the other.
The Maines family shares their journey with Amy Ellis Nu , an award winning journal‐
ist who paints a very vivid picture of the challenges the Maines family faced in under‐
standing and eventually accep ng that one of their children is transgender. The book
is a very honest portrayal of the parents’ struggles, the twins’ experience, and the
response from schools and others in their small town.
This book helped clarify and personalize the transgender experience for some of our
members. The Ministry of Christian Education Team encourages you to read it, too!
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An investigative report into voter suppression during the recent presidential election cycle, the documentary “The Best Democracy Money Can Buy”
will be screened at the Second Saturday Documentaries series at Niles Discovery Church, at 1:30
p.m. on February 11. The screening is free and
open to the public.
Greg Palast, an independent investigative reporter
and film producer who has written for Rolling Stone and The Guardian notes that, “When Donald Trump said,
‘This election is rigged,’ he should know. His buddies rigged it.”
Palast broke the story of Jeb Bush’s efforts in the 2000 presidential election for his brother that resulted in
the purge of many African American voters from Florida’s electoral rolls. Now Palast dives deep into the Republicans’ dark operation, “Crosscheck,” the secret purge list that helped steal the 2016 Election.
“Crosscheck” is controlled by a Trump supporter, Kris Kobach, Kansas Secretary of State, who claims his
computer program has identified 7.2 million people in 29 states who may have voted twice in the same election – a felony crime. Most of these “suspects” are minorities and mainly Democratic voters.
Palast and his investigative side-kick known as Badpenny do what it takes to get their hands on the confidential data, analyze it, and interview some of these 7.2 million Americans tagged “suspects” and “potential duplicate voters.”
The pair also find the billionaires behind this voting scam. The search takes Palast from Kansas to the Arctic
to the Congo, and finally to a Hamptons dinner party held by John Paulson, known as “The Foreclosure King.”
Palast and Badpenny stake out the billionaire known as “The Vulture” and documents on tape evidence from
the Koch brothers.
This real life detective story is told in a film noir style with a little help from “Law & Order: Special Victims
Unit” detectives Ice-T and Richard Belzer, as well as Shailene Woodley, Rosario Dawson, Willie Nelson, and
Ed Asner.
A discussion will follow the screening.
The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery Church and the San Jose
Peace & Justice Center. This screening is co-sponsored by the Economic Justice Film Series.

J
Simply go to our website www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph toward the
bo om of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out the forms. You can select what
email lists you want to join – for the newsle er, the weekly prayer requests, the weekly an‐
nouncements, and more.
We also encourage you to join our Yahoo! group. Go to h ps://groups.yahoo.com/neo/
groups/NilesDiscoveryChurch/info, look for the purple “Join Group” bu on, click it, and fill
out whatever forms Yahoo! needs you to complete to become part of the group. Once you’re
a member of the group, you can send announcements to everyone else in the group. It’s one
more way for our church to keep in touch.
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The February Special
Oﬀering will be for the
wonderful work done by
SAVE (Safe Alterna ves
for Violent Environ‐
ments). SAVE runs do‐
mes c violence safety
programs (like the emergency shelter) and preven on
programs (like their healthy teen da ng program). To
learn more about SAVE’s programs, see www.save‐
dv.org.
In addi on to the monetary oﬀering that will be oﬃcially
received on Sunday, February 12, we will be dedica ng
di y bags filled with personal hygiene products for the
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women who come to the shelter, o en with nothing
more than the clothing they’re wearing. As with all our
special oﬀerings, you are welcome to give at any me
(always make checks payable to Niles Discovery Church).
Niles Discovery Church receives a special oﬀering each
month. With that many possibili es for special giving,
you may need to choose which ones are most important
to you. You can see the schedule of special oﬀerings at
h p://j.mp/specoﬀ2016 or call the church oﬃce and
we will mail you one.
Thanks to your generosity, the January special oﬀering
raised $794.00 for the important work of Tri‐City Volun‐
teers.
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The Toy Party at Tri‐City Volunteers on December 16 was a huge success,
and the par cipa on from Niles Discovery Church was coordinated by head
reindeer, Beth Armstrong. Santa was there in his merry red ou it spor ng a
real beard, and the popcorn flowed from the ke le. Jingle Bell necklaces,
snowflakes, coloring, making ornaments, and face pain ng kept the children
happy while they waited pa ently to speak to Santa. Meanwhile, parents
shopped for toys in an adjacent room. It was fes ve and fun for everyone.
The biggest hit in our Santa area was the popcorn. The popcorn machine was going full lt the whole me. Coming in a
close second was the chance to visit with Santa Bob. About 100 kids talked with Santa, got their picture taken and
received a big stuﬀed dog or cat. A great me was had by all—kids and volunteers alike.
Thank you, thank you, thank you to all 26 Niles Discovery Church volunteers that were on hand to make this all happen:
Julie Aragon, Beth Armstrong, Ginny August, Denise, CeCe, Corina, and Charlize Church, Amy Gunnerson, Debbie, Chris,
and Eric Keesis, Alison Kie , Chris na, Bob, and Maddie Monkman, Pat Hanadel, Bob Morris, Liz Musgrave, Bob and
Marilyn Singer, John and Sybil Smith, Doug and Barbara Swint, Maddi and Gracie Wagner.
The Ministry of Chris an Educa on Team, under the direc on of Beth Armstrong, schedules an intergenera onal
outreach event about 6 mes a year where Niles Discovery Church people of all ages can work together to walk the talk
as we share the good news of how peace works as we join with others in our community. It’s hands on fun, so join us
the next me Beth sends out the call.

Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536 (510) 797-0895 http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org

FEBRUARY Volume 17 Number 02
Page 7

C

D

A

—I R

I

’ T

E

T S

M

P

The DOC Region and the UCC Conference have announced dates for 2017 Summer Camps.
August 4 to August 6
F
C
(all ages)

UCC AT CAMP CAZADERO
July 7 to July 9
Y
M C
(

1‐3

DOC AT CGC CAMP
A

)

July 9 to July 15
S
H
C

June 25 to July 1
J
C

UCC & DOC AT CAMP TAMARAK

(going into grades 10‐12)

J

July 16 to July 22
CIT C

(going into grades 4‐6)

July 16 to July 22
J
H
C

June 25 to July 1
C R C

(going into grades 5‐8)

(going into grades 7‐9)

July 23 to July 29
S
H
C

(going into grades 12 and Up)

July 16 to July 22
J
C

(going into grades 9‐12)

G

August 11 to August 13
A
R

(going into grades 4‐6)

July 23 to July 29
J
H
C

June 1 to June 4
(ages 18 and up)
C

(ages 18 and up)

July 1 to July 3
M C

(going into grades K‐3 and grandparents)

July 2 to July 8
CYF C
(going onto grades 10‐12 & new graduates)

(going into grades 7‐9)

DAYTIME FELLOWSHIP
Day me Women’s Fellowship will meet on
February 20 at 11:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall.
Bring a lunch. Dessert and coﬀee will be provided.
Everyone is welcome!

EVENING FELLOWSHIP
The next mee ng of the Evening Fellowship will
be February 8 at 7:00 p.m. Please contact Judy
Molander for more informa on.

SAVE THE DATE

MILDRED REYNOLDS
LAP ROBE TYING GROUP
The lap robe tying group will meet on Wednesday,
February 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the fel‐
lowship hall. All ladies are invited but let Dorle a
Larsen know if you plan to a end as lunch is provid‐
ed.
If you know someone who would like one of the lap
robes or a group that could use several lap robes, let
Alison Kie , Judy Molander or Dorle a Larsen know.
There is no charge for the lap robes.

The Spring Women’s Retreat will be Saturday, March
11. More information will be coming soon.

P
Because of appointments and
mee ngs, it is diﬃcult for our pas‐
tors to have regular, posted oﬃce
hours. Please call your pastor if you
would like to make an appointment
or have him/her come by for a visit.
None of the staﬀ is available on
Mondays, 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
because they are in a staﬀ mee ng.
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Church
510‐797‐0895
Pastor Jeﬀ’s mobile
510‐579‐8851
Pastor Brenda’s mobile
510‐828‐4107

Pastor Jeﬀ’s Sabbath is on Friday,
and his day oﬀ is Saturday.
Pastor Brenda is not in the oﬃce
Thursday through Saturday.
Cecilia Le’s hours are Mondays,
noon to 4:00 p.m., and Thursdays,
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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Don Anderson;
Jean Crossley;
Charlo e O’Donnell;
Cindy Corey;
Barry Kean;
Vickey Kean;
Bill Ball;
Maxine Foster;
Mara Williams;
Becky Moreno;
Isabel Moreno;
Rebecca BoyerTaylor;
Maureen O’Donnell;
John O’Donnell;
JoAn Parker;
Charles Lovato;
Grace Rankin;
Jack Rankin;
Diana Roeding;
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:
Dorle a Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret;
Dorle a Larsen's daughter‐in‐law, Chris
Dungan;
Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther;
Mark Twist’s father, Arnie;

Edrea Espinoza;
Isaiah Espinoza‐Carter;
Sarah Boyer;
Ryan BoyerTaylor;
Ken Young;
Jerry Hollands;
Jan Filip;
Janet Butcher;
William “Butch” Butcher;
Diane Kindle;
Peg Tait;
Pastor Brenda’s mother, Rosemary
Loreman,
Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison;
Riki and Mark Twist’s granddaughter,
Sophia Mar n;
Michelle McConville’s mom, Marie
Maguire;

Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan;
Tom Olkowski’s brother, Paul;
Ed Espinoza, Sarah Boyer’s and Isaiah
and Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather;
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister;
Mike Foster’s mother, Jan Richards;
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara;
Dorothy Williams’ daughter, Belinda
Williams.

ALL WHO ARE GRIEVING, ESPECIALLY:
The family of Bert Knight as they grieve his death on
December 2;
The family of Judy Zlatnik as they grieve the death of
Judy's sister, Susan Brooks on November 13;
The family of Helen Boyer, as they grieve the death
of Helen’s sister Vieno on October 13;

Diane Harvey and her family as they grieve the
death of Diane’s father, Sanford “Doc” Harvey on
September 19;
Joy Hurst and the Clevenger family as they grieve
the death of Russ Clevenger on August 28;
Bill Parks, Glennda Chui, and the Parks family as
they grieve the death of Julia Parks on August 7.

The family of Saundra Jordan, as they grieve the
death of Saundra's sister, Deanie on March 27 and
Deanie's son, Junior, on August 28;
P

, including Isabel.
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ment that fills their hearts and souls.
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, including: Chris Swint, Sco Swint, Ben Gonzales.

, that they find employ‐
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: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeﬀ Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the
Care Team; the Strategic Planning Team.
P
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A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please
let Pastor Jeﬀ know.
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Niles Discovery
Church
Rev. Jeﬀrey Spencer,
Senior Pastor
Rev. Brenda Loreman,
Associate Pastor
PO Box 2265
Fremont CA 94536
Phone: 510‐797‐0895
nilesdiscoverychurch.org

The Bell is First Class

Niles Discovery
Church

If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received
it first class. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you re‐
ceive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to our website
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph
toward the bo om of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out
the forms. You can select what email lists you want to join – for the news‐
le er, the weekly prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more.
Then, please let the church oﬃce know (510‐797‐0895) know that you don’t
need The Bell via the US Mail any more.

