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 Truth be told, when I read this parable a couple weeks ago, I thought, “You’ve got to 
be kidding me.  How on earth am I going to use this in a pledge campaign?” 

 The simple fact of the matter is that I haven’t liked this parable very much.  I don’t 
like its violence – the violence perpetrated by the wedding invitees, nor the violence 
perpetrated by the king.  And when the parable is looked at as an allegory it easily becomes 
anti-Semitic.  Making light of the kind’s invitation on one hand and killing his slaves on the 
other can be interpreted as blaming the Jews for ignoring the prophets and for killing Jesus 
(even though we know that the Roman government was responsible for killing Jesus). 

 As I sat with my discomfort, my dislike of this parable this week, I realized that I am 
treating the parable too literally.  I am looking at it too closely.  I need to step back to see 
the bigger picture.  I had this experience on Friday, sitting too close to some prints hanging 
on a hospital waiting room wall.  Only later that morning when I was sitting in some chairs 
across the waiting room could I see the beauty of the artwork. 

 You may have had a similar experience with pointillism.  If you’re too close, you 
have no idea what you’re looking at, but if you back up, you can see the whole picture.  If I 
step back from the parable and think about the whole picture, I don’t get lost in the details. 

 Early Christians thought that Jesus was going to return to fully establish the Realm 
of God, the Realm that he has started to establish during his lifetime through his preaching, 
teaching and healing.  By the time Matthew was writing his gospel, some of the community 
“had begun to lose confidence in the second coming of Jesus and in the final manifestation 
of the Realm.”1  The person we call Matthew wrote his gospel to impress upon the 
community the importance of remaining faithful, even in the face of conflict within the 
community and conflict with authorities outside the community (be that with Jewish 
authorities or Roman authorities). 

 When you remember this, you can see this parable as fitting into that purpose.  “It 
urges people to accept the invitation to the Realm, to accept others who have accepted the 
invitation to the Realm, and to dress accordingly, that is, to live according to the 
perspectives and behaviors of the Realm of God.…  When listeners accept the invitation to 
become part of the community that is part of the movement to the Realm, they make a 
commitment to live according to the values and purposes of the Realm.  They agree to put 
their time, [skills, gifts], money, and other resources at the service of the Realm.”2 

                                                        
1 Bruce Barkhauer, et. al., Journey to Generosity: The Way of Jesus, published by the Center for Faith and Giving 
in 2016 and downloaded in 2017, page 85. 
2 Ibid, 85-86.  I have replaced “talent” with “skills, gifts,” and will to that in this sermon because the word 
“talent” is a unit of money in scripture and it is being used here to refer to skills and gifts. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=373902735
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 The use of a wedding banquet to refer to God’s rule is not unique to the Gospel 
writers.  Isaiah is one who uses this image.  And it’s an appropriate image.  “Weddings in 
antiquity were significant social occasions.  In villages, the event could last several days and 
would involve generous amounts of food, considerable dancing, and other festive qualities.  
The [whole] social world of the village was transformed during the time of a wedding.”3 

 And here’s why this parable works for our pledge campaign.  “The invitation to join 
the Realm is an invitation to turn away from using time, [skills, gifts], money, and other 
resources to serve the values and practices of the old age, and to turn towards God and to 
use [those resources] … according to the values and practices of the Realm of God.”4  Yes, 
our pledge campaign is leading toward October 22, when we will ask you to make a 
financial commitment to support the work of the Realm of God we are carrying out through 
the ministries of our church.  But more than that, this pledge campaign is about “getting 
caught up in the movement towards the Realm, and in response committing oneself to 
practice the Realm.  The money for the budget is intended to help the church be a genuine 
community of the Realm and to make an adequate witness.”5 

 That’s the invitation of this pledge campaign.  I know that, just like in the parable, 
some people won’t want to come.  Some people make light of the invitation and return to 
whatever the modern equivalent of their farms and businesses is.  Presumably, their lives 
will continue in the broken way of the world.   

 But some will respond to the invitation, including people who think they are not 
good enough to be invited and are surprised to have a servant come and seek them out.  
And we all know that some will respond to the invitation, but won’t invest themselves in 
the work of the Realm.  I’m glad to say that we don’t through them out, but I do always feel 
some sense of loss and sometimes even failure, when people who’ve said “yes” to the 
invitation don’t follow through with a Realm-transformed life. 

 The reality is that the pledge you choose to make during this campaign is just one 
piece of a Realm-transformed life.  I’ve been calling this a pledge campaign (and not a 
stewardship campaign) because stewardship is about much more than giving money.  
Stewardship is about being part of the new social and cosmic order that is the Realm of 
God.  “When we commit to the church, we commit to the Realm, which is committing to the 
movement for a renewed world.”6  Stewardship is really everything you do after you say, “I 
believe.” 

 That said, stewardship definitely includes how you use your money.  And not just 
about how you use your money to support the church.  If you live a life-style that exceeds 
your income, putting you into debt, that’s not a healthy, Realm-building form of 
stewardship, and maybe you need some help with that.  I’m not exactly sure where to get 
that help, but I’m happy to work with you to find it.  If you try to feed a spiritual hunger by 
buying things, that’s not a healthy, Realm-building form of stewardship.  If you’re so good 

                                                        
3 Ibid, 86. 
4 Ibid, 87. 
5 Ibid, 87. 
6 Ibid, 89. 
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about saving your money that you are stingy with your neighbors, yourself, and God, that’s 
not a healthy, Realm-building form of stewardship. 

 So, part of the invitation of this pledge campaign is to ask you to look at your income 
(and maybe even your savings) and decide what you need to do to be even healthier about 
your stewardship of your money. 

 There are two more things in today’s gospel lesson that I want to talk about.  The 
first is about the violence of the king.  There are two ways this violence is cast.  The king 
sends his troops to destroy the murderers of his slaves.  And the king, once the party has 
begun, has one of the guests thrown into the outer darkness for not wearing the right attire. 

 Perhaps I am guilty of looking too closely at the parable right now, but because this 
so disturbs me, I have to comment.  I can only interpret these lines as hyperbole.  The God 
who is unconditional love, who seeks justice for all, would not burn down whole cities.  The 
God who is unconditional love, who seeks justice for all, “would not actively consign people 
to the outer darkness where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.”7  Still, I do 
think that when people choose to refuse the invitation to be part of building the realm of 
God, they end up building walls between themselves and God. 

 And I do think that metaphoric dress has consequences.  When we clothe ourselves 
unethically, disregarding the attitudes and actions that are part of the Realm of God, we 
create communities of distrust, exploitation, and violence, and that eventually causes many 
people to weep and wail and gnash their teeth. 

 The final thing I want to comment on are the lines where the king sends his slaves to 
get other people to come to the banquet.  Let me remind you of those lines.  “Then he said 
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  Go therefore into 
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’  Those slaves went 
out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding 
hall was filled with guests.” 

 I’m taken by the notion that slaves rounded up everybody to come to the wedding 
banquet.  I think this is saying that the gospel is for everybody.  I think this is saying that we 
should be out inviting everybody, not just the people who are in whatever way “like us.”  
We should be out inviting people who we think might, in some way, be bad – and then get 
over our judgmentalism. 

 Back in May, we adopted a strategic plan for the next two years.  The plan has two 
goals.  One is to start at least two new hands-on, multi-cultural, intergenerational service 
project each year for the next two years.  The other is to encourage the faith journeys of all 
members and visitors by increasing participation in church programs by 10% annually.  I 
think both of these goals fit in with this image of gathering up people to join in the wedding 
banquet that is the Realm of God. 

 And so I want to remind you that when you make your financial pledge to the 
church later this month, you are supporting this work of invitation.  “For Matthew’s [Jewish 
community], ministry with Gentiles and with those who do good things and bad things was 

                                                        
7 Ibid, 94. 
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a significant magnification of their ministry, but one that was essential to their identity and 
purpose.  To stretch is to be faithful.  To fail to stretch is to be unfaithful.”8 

 My friends, the invitation has gone out.  We have been invited to the wedding 
banquet and everything is prepared.  Will we come and celebrate?  Will we come ready to 
be part of the new social order that transforms the world?  And if we will, how will we live 
that out in all aspects of our lives, in all the ways we are stewards of our resources? 

 In other words, how will we respond to the invitation? 

                                                        
8 Ibid, 92. 


