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The most sacred week of the church year 
begins with Palm Sunday, which this 
year is on March 25. Our Palm Sunday 
service will begin in the sanctu-
ary and will include a retelling 
of the passion story in word 
and song by our choir. 

On Maundy Thursday, March 
29, we remember Jesus insti-
tuting the last supper. Join us at 5:45 
p.m. for a worship service centered 
around the table in the fellowship hall. 
Dinner will include a “Stone Salad” – a 
salad created by the variety of veggies 
people (you) bring – and soup and bread 
(provided). 

During our Good Friday service (7:30 
p.m., March 30), we will remember the 
arrest and crucifixion of Jesus with story, 
visuals, candles, and song. 

Easter is on April 1 this year (no fooling). 
We will have an Easter Sunrise Service at 
6:45 a.m. in the Niles Town Plaza at the 

railroad station. The 
service will include 
singing, story, and 
communion. As we 
have in the past cou-
ple years, we will 
head over to the 

Nile Café after the service for breakfast. 
This service is BYOC (bring your own 
chair). 

The celebration of the resurrection will 
continue at the 10:00 a.m. festival Easter 
service, held in the sanctuary. Joy 
abounds with choruses of “Alleluia,” spe-
cial anthems from the choir, and com-
munion. An Easter Egg hunt will follow 
the worship service for our children. 

Holy Week Service Plans Announced UPCOMING WORSHIP 

March 4 
“Talented Slaves”  
Matthew 25:14-30 

March 11 
“Paul & Sabbath 

Economics”  
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

March 18 
“We Need a New 

Economic System”  
Acts 2:43-47 

Palm Sunday 
March 25 

Passion Cantata 
See also, the Holy Week  

article on page 1 

Town Hall  
Meeting 

March 11, 2018 
After Worship 

Hear a Strategic Plan update and 
discuss potential projects for next 
year. See article on page 3. 

Remember to set your clocks ahead 
one hour before you go to bed on 
Saturday night, March 10. 

Easter Egg Hunt Planned; 
Donations Sought 
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The Ministry of Christian Education 
Team is collecting wrapped Easter 
candy, stickers, and mini-toys/erasers 
to stuff into plastic Easter Eggs for our 
Easter Egg hunt on Easter Sunday 
morning. The Easter Egg hunt will fol-
low the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. 
Please bring your donations and place 
them in the basket in Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you for your con-
tinued generosity. 



Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536  (510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave feedback or 
comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he answers kids’ theological 
questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com. 

As I sit down to write this column, 
we have only just begun Lent and 
the sermon series on Sabbath 
Economics. It feels a bit premature, 
but this column is about the 
sermon series that will begin on 
April 8 and will run 
until Pentecost. I’m 
sharing it now 
because (as you’ll 
see if you read to its 
end), I have a favor 
to ask of you. 

After two sermon 
series that focus on 
the gospel and 
society (the 
Patriarchy and 
Sexual Violence 
series and the 
Sabbath Economics series), we will 
turn inward. We will use a cup as 
the central image in a six-week 
reflection on our inward journeys. 

We drink from cups, so they can 
remind us of our thirst for God and 
how that thirst is quenched. We 
also hold cups, we fill cups, we 
empty cups, we wash cups. 
Perhaps these activities can 
be metaphors for our 
spiritual lives. With a cup’s 
emptiness, fullness, 
brokenness, flaws, and 
blessings, perhaps we can 
see our own lives. 

Joyce Rupp, whose book, The 
Cup of Our Life, inspires this 
sermon series, writes about 
how rich these metaphors 
can be: “A cup is a container 
for holding something. 

Whatever it holds has to eventually 
be emptied out so that something 
more can be put into it. I have 
learned that I cannot always expect 
my life to be full. There has to be 
some emptying, some pouring out, 
if I am to make room for the new. 
The spiritual journey is like that – a 

constant process of 
emptying and filling, of 
giving and receiving, of 
accepting and letting go. 

“The cup has taught me 
many valuable lessons 
for my spiritual growth. 
I have learned that my 
life holds stale things 
that need to be 
discarded and that 
sometimes my life feels 
as wounded as a broken 
cup. I have learned that 

I have flaws, chips, and stains, just 
as any well-used cup may have, but 
that these markings of a well-
traveled life need not prevent me 
from being a valuable gift for 
others. I have learned that the 
contents of my life are meant to be 
constantly given and shared in a 
generous gesture of compassion, 
just as the main purpose of a cup is 

to have its contents given away. I 
have especially learned gratitude 
for all those moments when the 
unexpected has transformed my 
life into an abundant cup of 
blessings.” 

There’s more, of course. We will 
have a whole sermon series where 
we will explore the simple cup. I 
hope it will be a fruitful vehicle for 
our spiritual reflection. You are 
invited to select one particular cup 
to use during these six weeks. It 
could be a coffee mug, a sippy cup, 
a wine glass – any cup, really, 
though you might want to think 
about using a favorite coffee mug, 
something that’s part of your daily 
life. And you might want it to be a 
cup you can bring to church each 
week. 

I’d like you to pick a cup now, and 
here’s why. I would like to get 
some photos of the cups you will 
be using as the tangible metaphor 
generators, photos that we can use 
once the series begins. (This is the 
favor I said I’d ask of you.) To get 
those photos, would you bring your 
cup to church with you on March 
18? I’ll take photos during coffee 

hour (and maybe I’ll get 
some assistance from some 
other photographers – hint, 
hint). I think it will be fun to 
have photos of our cups and 
not just stock photos of 
generic cups during this 
series. 

Thanks for your help. 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 
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Jeff’s Jottings 
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Congregation 
Adopts Budget, 
Amends Bylaws 

In what was a surprisingly 
fast meeting, the Niles 
Discovery Church 
congregation adopted a 
budget for 2018 and 
approved three sets of 
bylaw amendments on 
February 4. The budget 
anticipates a deficit of 
just over $21,000, down 
significantly from the 
2017 budgeted deficit of 
$54,500. 

The bylaw amendments 
established a Nominating 
Committee, created a 
new option for 
contributions to the 
Endowment Fund, and 
cleaned up other 
portions of the bylaws 
that were inaccurate, no 
longer our practice, or 
confusing. 

Copies of the Annual 
Budget Report, which 
includes the financial 
report, the adopted 
budget, and the adopted 
Bylaw Amendments, are 
still available in the 
fellowship hall. 

As our program year winds to a close, it’s time to evaluate 
this year’s progress and look ahead to next year’s potential. 
All year, we’ve been working on our two big Strategic Plan 
goals:  

 Goal One:  Start at least two intergenerational, multicul-
tural, hands-on mission and service each year. 

 Goal Two:  Encourage the faith journeys of all members and visitors by 
increasing participation in programs by 10% annually.  

In the past year, we’ve met Goal One by beginning three projects—the Mobile Food 
Van, the Habitat for Humanity build in Central Fremont, and Pathways to Beloved 
Community—and the Ministry Teams have each been working on ways to meet Goal 
Two. You’ll read about the progress of meeting these goals in the Annual Report that 
will be published in May, and we’ll celebrate our successes at our Annual Meeting on 
May 6. 

We definitely have achievements to celebrate, but our Strategic Plan work isn’t over 
yet. Our plan continues for another year, and it’s time for us to choose at least two 
new projects to start in the 2018-19 program year. 

On March 11, following worship, we’ll have a Town Hall Meeting to talk about our 
project plans for next year. Our current project champions will give a brief report on 
the progress they’ve made this year and what they’re planning for the coming year, 
and then we’ll have time to do some brainstorming for new project ideas to imple-
ment. 

Do you have a service project that you’re passionate about? Do you have an idea for 
a new “intergenerational, multicultural, hands-on” project we should start in the 
coming year? If so, please send your ideas to Pastor Brenda, and plan to share them 
at the Town Hall Meeting March 11. 

Strategic Plan Update: Time For Some New Projects 

Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any 
PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie 
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda Loreman – if you have a concern about 
the life of the church that you want to explore. If you have a church relationship 
that’s hurting and want some assistance in healing it, speak to one of them. 

Ideas And Participants Needed 

Niles Discovery Church will be participating in the 
Earth Day fair across the street at LEAF on April 22, 
2018. Our table/booth will have something to do with 
water - bottled vs. tap and single use vs. reusable 
bottles. Games and giveaways are encouraged. If you 
have ideas and/or would like to participate, please 
contact Beth Armstrong at baarmstrong1@aol.com.  
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Press Release Writer Sought 
The church is seeking someone to write press releases. The 
primary work includes writing a press release for the Second 
Saturday Documentary Series each month, and may include other 
press releases that may arise. Training is available.  

If you would like to try your hand at being a reporter, please 
contact Pastor Jeff right away. 

We Are One Rally/Vigils Continue 

The monthly “We Are One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the 
Tri-City Interfaith Council and Compassionate Fremont, 
gathers on March 22. These rally/vigils are held from 5:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of the month at the corner of Walnut and 
Paseo Padre in Fremont. People are invited to make and bring signs that are peaceful, 
compassionate, and non-partisan. Watch your Sunday announcement folders for this 
month’s theme. 

Understand  
Hospice  

A Little Better 

Patients qualify for hos-
pice care when they have 
a life expectancy of six 
months or less, assuming 
the disease runs its nor-
mal course. Most pa-
tients get referred to hos-
pice only in their final 
days or week, which is 
too bad, because it turns 
out that when patients 
enter hospice care earlier 
than that, they tend to 
live longer, sometimes 
longer than that six-
month period, typically 
with better quality of life. 
Even if a patient lives 
longer than that six-
month period, they are 
still eligible for hospice 
care if the disease contin-
ues to progress. 

The Magic Disappearing Facebook Page 

Facebook has announced changes to what will show up 
in your news feed, putting more of what your friends 
post and less from Pages. If you have “liked” Niles 
Discovery Church’s Facebook page, you won’t see it as 
much as you used to. They say this is to increase the 
satisfaction of the user experience. Many think it’s 
really to get Pages like ours to pay Facebook money 
to get our posts into your news feed. Whether or 
not that is the case, here’s a workaround: 

On your computer, go to the Niles Discovery Church page. If you haven’t  liked it 
already, click the “Like” button. Hover your mouse over the “Following” button; a 
menu will pop up. Locate the word notifications, then look to the right of that it and 
click on the pencil icon. Then click the little boxes next to “Posts” and “Events,” finally 
click the blue “Done” button. 

You should now get a notification every time some of the page administrators posts 
something or an event is created. You can then spread the word by “sharing” these 
posts and events. 

Change Of Address 

Niles Discovery Church is now receiving mail at the church 
building. Thanks to the work of our Ministry of Property 
Team, we have a mailbox installed by the east doors and 

the USPS is delivering mail there. 

If you have your bank automatically send a check to the church, please 
update the address they use to 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont 94536. Thank you. 



2018 CAMP SCHEDULE 

SCHOOL YEAR UCC CAMPS 
Youth Spiritual Retreat  

(for grades 6-12)  March 10 

Annual Gathering Youth Program  
(for grades 7-12)  

June 14-17 

 
SCHOOL YEAR DOC CAMPS 

Adult Camp  
(ages 18-118) 

May 31-June 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER UCC CAMPS AT CAZ 
You and Me Camp  

(for kids entering grades 1-3 and an adult) 
July 6-8 

Senior High Camp  
(entering grades 10-12) 

July 8-14 

Counselor In Training Camp  
(entering grade 12 or graduate) 

July 15-21 

Junior Camp  
(entering grades 4-6) 

July 15-21 

Junior High Camp  
(entering grades 7-9) 

July 22-28 

Community Camp 
(all ages)  

August 3-5 

SUMMER UCC/DOC CAMPS AT TAM 
Counselor In Training  

(entering grade 12 or graduate)  
July 12-14 

Junior Camp  
(entering grades 4-6)  

July 15-21 

Junior High Camp  
(entering grades 7-9)  

July 22-28 

Senior High Camp  
(entering grades 10-12) 

July 19-August 4 

 
 

Grandparents and Me Camp  
(for kids entering grades K-3 and an adult) 

June 20-July 2 
 
 
 

Junior Camp  
(entering grades 4-6)  

June 24-30 

Chi Rho Camp  
(entering grades 7-9)  

June 24-30 

CYF Camp  
(entering grades 7-12) 

July 1-7 

SUMMER DOC CAMPS AT COMMUNITY OF THE GREAT COMMISSION 
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The Ministry of Social Concerns would like you to know 
how one of our congregation's un-
sung angels transforms redeemable 
containers into support for two chil-
dren in El Salvador. Whenever that 
plain plastic barrel in the fellowship 
hall is full (near the colorful food 
and clothing bins), Rick Gallegos ap-
pears and takes them to Tri-CED 
Community Recycling in Union City.  

Each load is weighed, and Rich receives a receipt for the 
redemption value of the materials. Tri-CED mails a check 
for the proceeds to Cecilia, who deposits it and credits 
our account.   Rich does this faithfully because of his com-
mitment to helping better the lives of our two sponsored 
children and their families in El Salvador. 

Monica, through Save the Children, and Jose, through 
World Vision, are supported by your bringing us your re-
deemable containers. Our ministry made the decision to 

add Monica when our income through recycling 
began to increase this year.   

You can help support this leap of faith by bringing 
your aluminum cans and redeemable plastic con-
tainers to church. Urge your family and friends to 
do the same. We will pick up large numbers at your 

residence if you notify MSC Chair, Judy Zlatnik at jzlat-
nik@yahoo.com or by phoning or texting 510-509-8165.  

Don’t forget to check large juice containers, such as 
Ocean Spray, as many of them are redeemable. Help us 
help Monica and Jose, their families and their communi-
ties! 

Where Do All Those Cans And Bottles Go? 
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Special Offerings 

The March Special Offering 
will be split between One 
Great Hour of Sharing and 
Week of Compassion. Each 
offering is received 
throughout the congregations of each of our denomina-
tions (United Church of Christ and Disciples of Christ, re-
spectively). Both denominations use the collected funds 
to provide disaster relief and development grants. Both 
have Facebook pages that are regularly updated with 
ways your contributions are being used. 

This offering will be officially received on Sunday, March 
11. As with all our special offerings, you are welcome to 

give at any time (always make checks payable to Niles 
Discovery Church). You can also give online: go to our 
church webpage and click the “donate” button at the 
top of the page. 

Niles Discovery Church receives a special offering each 
month. With that many possibilities for special giving, you 
may need to choose which ones are most important to 
you. You can see the schedule of special offerings at 
http://j.mp/speoff2018 or call the church office and we 
will mail you one. 

Thanks to your generosity, we gave over $1,440 to SAVE 
(along with a car-full of ditty bags) through last month’s 
special offering. Thank you. 

Second Saturday Documentary Series 

Free Film:  Noam Chomsky Lays Out The Roots Of Financial Inequality 

Noam Chomsky, one of the world’s best-known scholars, public intel-
lectuals and political activists, describes 10 principles that have led 
to today’s concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a few 
in the 2016 documentary Requiem for the American Dream. 

The film will be shown March 10 at 1:30 p.m. as part of the Second Saturday Documen-
tary Series at Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd. at the corner of Nursery Avenue 
in Fremont. The screening is free and open to the public and will be followed by a discus-
sion moderated by political economist Dr. Sharat Lin, president of the San Jose Peace and 
Justice Center. 

A linguist, cognitive scientist and social critic, Chomsky has been a towering and contro-
versial figure for more than six decades and the recipient of numerous awards. Requiem 
for the American Dream, directed by Peter Hutchison, Kelly Nyks, and Jared P. Scott, is 
based on conversations with Chomsky recorded over the course of four years and later 
gathered into a book of the same name. 

The film and book lay out 10 principles of concentration of wealth and power at work in 
America today. 

A review in the New York Times calls the film “a timely 75-minute teach-in” that “melds 
history, philosophy and ideology into a sobering vision of a society in an accelerating de-
cline.” 

Pastor Jeff says, “This film will be an interesting companion piece for the Lenten sermon 
series.” He hopes you will see this film. 



Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday, 
and  his  day  off   is  Saturday.   His  
email is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
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Pastors’ And Office Schedules 
Because of appointments and 
meetings, it is difficult for our pastors 
to have regular, posted office hours. 
Please call your pastor if you would 
like to make an appointment or have 
him/her come by for a visit. None of 
the staff is available on Mondays, 
12:45 p.m. to 1:15 p.m., because they 
are in a staff meeting. 

Pastor Brenda is not in the office 
Thursday-Saturday. Her email is  
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Cecilia Le’s hours are Tuesdays, 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her email is  
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Wednes-
days, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Her email 
is admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  
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Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

Mildred Reynolds Lap Robe  
Tying Group 

Last year we made and gave away 55 lap robes. 
That is 55 warm bodies on these cold evenings. Won't you 
join us on the 4th Wednesday of each month from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and help tie the lap robes? Sewing or 
quilting skills are NOT required. Beside the good work that 
you do, you can enjoy fellowship and a free lunch. Please, 
R.S.V.P. to Judy Molander as lunch is provided. 

Daytime Fellowship 
The Daytime Fellowship Group meets on 
the third Monday of the month at 11:30 

a.m. One of our pastors leads a Bible study (typically 
looking at a scripture for the coming Sunday’s 
worship service). This is followed by a time for visiting 
with each other as we eat our brown bag lunches and 
a provided dessert. Sometimes there is a little bit of 
business that needs to be taken care of. The meeting 
typically ends by 1:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 

Women’s Spring Renewal 
The annual Spring Gathering of women from across our Region and Conference is just around the corner. 
Register today at http://j.mp/DOCSR2018. The Renewal will be held on March 10, at Via Dolorosa Con-
gregational Christian Church in Modesto, CA. The keynote speaker is Renae Earl, and Rev. Sandhya Jha will 

be preaching. Isolation is a tool used to keep women apart – and coming together is a way that we can rise and be-
come the full people that God calls us to be. Thus, the theme for this year’s Renewal is, “We are One in the Spirit.”  
The cost remains low at $25. 

Join Our Email Lists 

To join any of our email lists, just go to http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling 
out the forms. You can select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the 
weekly prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more. 

We also encourage you to join our Yahoo! group. Go to http://j.mp/NDCyahoogrp, 
look for the purple “Join Group” button, click it, and fill out whatever forms Yahoo! 
needs you to complete to become part of the group. Once you’re a member of the 
group, you can send announcements to everyone else in the group. It’s one more way 
for our church to keep in touch. 
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Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Barry Kean; 
JoAn Parker; 
Kathie Knox; 
Cindy Corey; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Marty Lange (husband of our 
Office Administrator); 
Michele McConville; 
Maxine Foster; 
Bill Ball; 
Dean Hunter; 
Nancy Attinger; 
Jack Rankin; 
Diana Roeding; 
Edrea Espinoza; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Penn Boyer; 

Ryan BoyerTaylor; 
Jan Filip; 
Ken Young; 
Mike Kean; 
Andrew Zlatnik; 
Peter Zlatnik; 
Diane Kindle; 
Sandra Frisbey; 
Alison Kieft’s cousin, JoAnn; 
Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law,  
Debbie Thompson; 
Susie Claxton’s brother- and sister-in-
law, Jim and Yvonne Bouquin; 
B. Newell’s niece, Erika Hovland Bahij 
John Wharton’s father; 
Katy Wharton’s mother; 
Jerry Hollands; 

Janet Butcher; 
William “Butch” Butcher; 
Rich Gallegos’ friend, Jimmy; 

Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison; 

Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor Garnica; 

Michele McConville’s mom, Marie 
Maguire; 

Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret; 

Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris 
Dungan; 

Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 

Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan; 

Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister; 

Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 

Dorothy Williams’ daughter,  

Belinda Williams. 

Katy Wharton and her family as they grieve the 
death of Katy’s step-father on December 23; 

Anthony Kungo (one of our Boy Scouts) and his  

family as they grieve the death of Anthony’s father 
Alex, on September 25; 

Mark Aragon and his family as they grieve the death 
of his sister on September 15; 

Maria Garnica and her extended family as they 
grieve the death of her mother on February 14; 

Ryan Ramseyer and his extended family as they 
grieve the death of his grandfather; 

Matt Espinoza, Edrea Espinoza, Penn Boyer, Isaiah 
Espinoza, Aiyanna Espinoza, and their extended 
family as they grieve the death of their 
father/grandfather, Ed Espinoza, on January 26; 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find em-
ployment that fills their hearts and souls. 

For all who are awaiting news about their next steps in their educations, including Elena Sojourner who is 
hoping to move from the wait list to a fall admission at UC Irvine Medical School, so that their dreams may be ful-
filled. 

The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers, 
Including People From Our Congregation And Friends. 

These leaders of our congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; and 
the Care Team. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful justice 
through non-violent methods to the world. 

A reminder about this prayer list: If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please 
let Pastor Jeff know. 

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 
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The Bell is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you re-
ceived this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you re-
ceive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to 
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select 
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 
phone message at 510-797-0895 or email the church office 
(admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  

Niles Discovery  
Church 

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Brenda Loreman,  
Associate Pastor 
36600 Niles Blvd., 
Fremont 94536  
 
Phone: 510-797-0895 
nilesdiscoverychurch.org 
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