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Call To Annual Budget Meeting 
Notice is hereby given that 
the 2018 Annual Budget 
Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 4, 

following worship in the fellowship hall. 
In addition to considering and adopting 
a budget for the year, the congregation 
will vote on proposed amendments to 
the Bylaws. Annual Budget Reports, 
which will include a financial report, the 
proposed budget, and the proposed 
Bylaw Amendments, should be 
available at least two weeks prior to 
the meeting. Your attendance is 
prayerfully and urgently requested. 

Cathy West,  
Clerk 
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Should someone have to 
be baptized to be a 
member of our church? 
Our Bylaws currently 
require baptism, saying 
that “Uniting with the 
congregation [as a mem-
ber] is an act of reaffir-
mation of baptism.” 
Should we keep that re-
quirement? 

On Sunday, January 14, 
Pastor Jeff will preach on 
“Baptism and Member-
ship,” offering some of 
the history the theology 
behind this requirement 
and why this question is 
being raised now. There 
will be a Town Hall 
Meeting on that Sunday 

following worship where 
you can share your 
thoughts 
and re-
flections 
on the 
subject. 
The 
mem-
bers of 
the Cab-
inet will listen carefully 
to what people say as 
they consider a possible 
recrafting of this require-
ment. 

About 15 minutes at the 
same meeting will be 
spent going over the pro-
posed Bylaw amend-
ments. Almost all of the 

proposed amendments 
are to  correct  errors or 

clarify in-
tent. 
There are 
two sub-
stantive 
proposed 
amend-
ments, 
one estab-

lishing a Nominating 
Committee, and the oth-
er expanding the pur-
pose of the Endowment 
Fund. These amend-
ments will be voted on at 
the Annual Budget 
Meeting on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 4, following wor-
ship. 

Town Hall Meeting On Baptism And Membership Scheduled UPCOMING WORSHIP 

JANUARY 7 
“The Angel Angle  

– Refugees”  
Matthew 2:13-23 

JANUARY 14 
“Baptism and  
Membership”  
Mark 1:1-11 

JANUARY 21 
 “The Church’s Role in  
Codifying Patriarchy”  

Genesis 21:8-21 

JANUARY 28  
“#MeToo”  
Judges 19 

FEBRUARY 4 
 “I Believe You”  

Luke 24:1-11 

FEBRUARY 11  
“Overcoming Patriarchy”  

Galatians 3:19-29 “Deepening 
Membership”  

Series Returns 

A series designed to bring 
new friends together as 
they discover more about 
our church home returns 
to the church calendar 
late this month. In the 
“Deepening Membership” series, 
potential, new, and experienced 
members of Niles Discovery Church 
gather to discuss a topic related to 
church membership. In the process, they 
learn more about each other and about 
the church. 

Continued; see “Deepening 
Membership” page 4 



I think it was the news of the 2015 
sexual assault of an unconscious 
woman outside a Stanford 
University fraternity that started me 
thinking about the need to preach 
about sexual violence. After the trial 
(held over a year after 
the assault) and the 
publication of the 
victim’s statement about 
how the assault and trial 
impacted her, I read an 
online article, “Being a 
Girl: A Brief Personal 
History of Violence,” 
shared by several 
women in our 
congregation. I reached out to these 
women to ask how they thought it 
would be best for me to approach 
the subject. We agreed it would be 
hard to do, and that there wasn’t 
any clear way to move forward. 

Pastor Brenda and I talked about 
the need for the church to address 
the issues of sexual violence and 
patriarchy, but we weren’t sure 
exactly how to do it. Then, in 
October 2016, a video tape of a 
presidential candidate surfaced in 
which the candidate made crude 
comments, bragging that he had 
sexually assaulted women. We were 
again reminded of the need to 
address the issue. 

And then, in the past months, the 
#MeToo hashtag took off on social 
media. It seemed as if every one of 
my Facebook friends who identifies 
as a woman had a #MeToo story to 
tell. I decided I had to preach on the 
subject as soon as the liturgical 
calendar permitted. Pastor Brenda 
concurred, and we started figuring 
out how we would do it and what 
we would need to include. I’m 

writing about our plan because so 
many of you have your own #MeToo 
stories. I know that for some of you, 
listening to sermons of the subject will 
be difficult. I want you to know what 
we have planned so you can make 
choices about how – or even if – you 

will participate in worship 
and the related programs 
when we address these 
issues. I don’t want this 
sermon series to cause 
new trauma or to open old 
wounds. 

Pastor Brenda and I will 
preach a four-part series, 
starting on January 21. In 
the first sermon (January 
21), I will look at patriarchy 

and the church’s role in normalizing it 
in our culture. In the second sermon 
(January 28), Pastor Brenda will focus 
on how patriarchy has impacted 
women, especially through sexualized 
violence. In the third sermon 
(February 4), I will talk about a 
Christian response (especially a 
Christian man’s response) to women’s 
#MeToo stories. In the final sermon of 
this brief series (February 11), I will 
look at the church’s role in 
transforming our society away from 
patriarchy. 

While there are things already 
scheduled for after worship on several 
of these Sundays, we will be adding 
something on each Sunday in Room 1. 
On January 21, I will listen to your 
responses to the first sermon in the 
series. On January 28, we will have a 
counselor present in Room 1 during 
and after worship; this person will 

hold a safe space for women who 
need it during and after the worship 
service. On February 4, following our 
Annual Budget Meeting, I will be in 
Room 1 again to listen to your 
responses to the sermons. And 
again, on February 11, I will be in 
Room 1 following worship to listen 
to your responses. I will also ask a 
question during our February post-
worship gatherings, “What do we, as 
a congregation, do next?” 

As this edition of The Bell goes to 
press, more stories breaking of men 
in positions of power and authority 
violating women. More companies 
are deciding how to respond to 
these revelations of abuse and men 
are being held accountable. I 
anticipate knowing more in a month 
(when this sermon series starts) than 
I know now (at the press deadline). 
Nonetheless, I know that there will 
be plenty I don’t know, and that is 
why being in conversation about this 
issue is and will remain so important 
to me. 

That said, let me reiterate: I know 
that this topic will be emotionally 
difficult for some of you. Please take 
care of yourself, and please continue 
to treat each other tenderly. 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 

P.S. On the Sunday before we begin 
this sermon series, I will preach a 
sermon on “Baptism and 
Membership.” Read more about this 
sermon and the Town Hall Meeting 
that will follow worship that day on 
page 1.  

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is 
publishing his sermons there so you can leave feedback or comments. He 
has another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he 
answers kids’ theological questions. You can read it at 
askrevjss.wordpress.com. 
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Jeff’s Jottings 
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As we look back through the last few 
months of implementing our strategic 
plan, it’s exciting to see the work we have 
done as a community to live into our 
new mission statement and 
values, and to achieve our 
goals. For Goal One, we 
have launched both the 
Mobile Food Van and 
Pathways to Beloved 
Community projects, and many 
people are waiting with great 
anticipation for the Habitat for 
Humanity build in Fremont to ramp up so 
we can participate. Two other projects, 
the St. James School and Homeless 
Supplies projects have been gathering 
ideas and pondering next steps. For 
meeting Goal Two, all the Ministry Teams 
have been working on the areas they 
selected to increase participation, and 
some have reported successful goal 
achievement. 

One area that hasn’t worked very well is 
the way we give support to the Project 

Champions and Ministry Teams during 
the process. The Strategic Plan called for 
a Strategic Plan Steering Team, but we 

have found that this model isn’t really 
working for us—team 

members have had 
difficulty finding time to 

meet, and the formality 
of checking in with a 
committee doesn’t 

seem appropriate for 
the way the projects 
are emerging. The 

model that has been 
working—and that came to 

be quite organically—is a mentoring 
model. Each Project Champion has met 
with a single mentor to share concerns 
and receive guidance about meeting the 
Plan goals.  

We will be embracing this model more 
formally in the weeks to come, and plan 
to make official changes to our Strategic 
Plan language at our annual 
congregational meeting in May. 

Strategic Plan Mid-Year Update 

The Project Description in our 4-page Action Plan says, “Pathways to Beloved Commu-
nity” (also known as P2BC)  creates, promotes, and implements activities that ready 
our congregation and the wider community to welcome and appreciate differences 
that come with greater diversity. We strive to provide:  

 Access to educational trainings and activities that break down barriers based in 
systemic “-isms;” 

What Is Pathways To Beloved Community? 

have joined in this work come home with 
wonderful stories of interactions with 
‘clients’.  Thus far we have an amazing 
record for reliability and commitment. 
Thank you all for all that you do! 

The Tri City Volunteers 
Food Van program is 
designed to deliver 

food to high need people in our 
community.  A second goal is to provide 
person to person contact with our food 
recipients who may live isolated lives.  
Currently staffed primarily by volunteers 
from Niles Discovery Church, many who 
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Putting Us Into The Community - NDC Food Van Strategic Plan Report 

Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Rela-
tions Committee (PPRC) 
wants to hear from you. 
Contact any PPRC mem-
ber – Mark Twist, Judy 
Molander, Cindy Sojourn-
er, Ken Rasler, Debbie 
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spen-
cer and Pastor Brenda 
Loreman – if you have a 
concern about the life of 
the church that you want 
to explore. If you have a 
church relationship that’s 
hurting and want some 
assistance in healing it, 
speak to one of them. 

Continued; See “Learn To Appreciate Differences” page 4 

Continued; See “Feeding The Needy” 
page 5 

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Worship  

Service 

Saturday, January 20  
at 4:00 p.m. 

City of Refuge/ 
UCC Church 

8400 Enterprise Way, 
Oakland 

Hosted by CCNC-N  
Regional Reconciliation & 

City of Refuge, UCC 

Join us for Worship to 
celebrate the life & mes-
sage of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Featuring 
a Youth Panel Discussion 
“Unpacking Racism in the 
Church.”  

Light supper  
reception follows. 
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The first session of the four-part series is called “Nurturing Faith.” It will be held on 
Wednesday, January 31 at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The program will introduce 
the opportunities Niles Discovery Church offers to nurture our spiritual lives and 
explore new ways to journey in faith together. The series continues every four months 
on the last Wednesday of the month. Upcoming programs in the series will include 
“Faithful Service” in May, “Faithful Stewardship” in September, and “Faith: Then and 
Now” in January (2019). 

If you need childcare in order to attend, please let Pastor Jeff know by January 11. 
Desserts and warm beverages will be provided. 

Congratulations 
to … 

…Heather  
and  
Daniel  
Trimble (and  
big brother Andy)    
on  the birth of Alexander 
William on December 7. 
Alexander came into the 
world at a healthy 8.5 
pounds and 19.5 inches. 
The whole family is doing 
well! 

Deepening Membership 

Change of Address 

Niles Discovery Church is 
now receiving mail at the 
church building. Thanks 
to the work of our Minis-
try of Property Team, we 
have a mailbox installed 
by the east doors and the 
USPS is delivering mail 
there. 

If you have your bank 
automatically send a 
check to the church, 
please update the ad-
dress they use to 36600 
Niles Blvd., Fremont 
94536. Thank you. 

Learn To Appreciate Differences 

 Intentional social interactions across 
cultures and generations; and celebra-
tions of cultural differences 
through the arts (song, sto-
ry, verse, visual, perfor-
mance, etc.,) 

 Information on 
“where to go” to be 
active in an area of 
individual and/or small 
group interest and 
community partners 
with whom to share 
experiences. 

While some of these activi-
ties are designed to be multi-
cultural and multi-
generational, others are de-
signed to increase our multi-
cultural and multi-generational 
awareness, understanding and 
appreciation. This mission project uses an 
upstream justice approach of mutuality 

and solidarity, rather than a traditional 
downstream charity mission model ap-

proach. We attempt to allow the people 
who are most impacted by injustic-
es to help us understand the path-
ways we need to travel to provide 
the greatest assistance and sup-
port.” 

In future months we will 
highlight more about 
our beloved communi-

ty definition, call to ac-
tion, 5 major goals, 8 ac-

tivities, timeline, and details 
about fulfilling strategic plan 

criteria. There is another article 
in The Bell that invites you to 

attend our first activity (see DOC Anti-
Racism Training article on page 5). To 
join our team, contact Joy Barnitz at 
jbarnitz@nilesdiscoverychurch.org or 

come to our meetings any third Sunday 
after Worship in Room 2. 

Continued from page 3 

We Are One rally/vigils gathers in the dark 

The monthly “We Are One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the Tri-
City Interfaith Council and Compassionate Fremont, gathers 
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at the corner of Walnut and Paseo Padre in Fremont.  Yes, that hour is dark at 
this time of year, but faithfulness to the cause of unity continues to draw people to 
the corner. People are invited to make and bring signs that are peaceful, compas-
sionate, and non-partisan. The next rally/meeting will be held on January 25. 
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Currently, we deliver food in the little 
green van to The Tropics Mobile Home 
Park, Laguna Commons, The Fremont 
Senior Center, Chapel Corner, and 
(beginning January 3) the Niles Mobile 
Home Park. Other possible 
sites, being considered, are 
the Deaf community senior 
housing project, and mobile 
home parks in Union City, 
and Newark. As our delivery 
locations expand, our teams will need to 
grow. We need you to step up and 
introduce us to your strong friends, so we 
can staff and provide subs for the 
growing program.  

The teams working on this project have 
expanded beyond our own congregation 
to include three participants from the 
broader Niles Community, and two from 
Fremont Congregational Church. So far, 

we are walking the talk, smiling, and 
making new friends—just as we planned. 

Our active team members (drivers and 
workers) are: Lynn Miller, Michele 
McConville, Ingert Svaert, Jacob Vangbo, 
Judy Zlatnik, Ginny August, Mark Aragon, 

Carol Easter, Rich Gallegos, John 
Zlatnik, Ro Oliveira, Bill Palleschi, 
Jerry Sabo, Lisa and Clio Rasler, Ann 
Finlinson, Christina, Bob and 
Maddie Monkman, John Smith, 
Marilyn Singer, Carolyn Hedgecock, 

Beth Armstrong, Carl Nordling , Ron 
Adamson, Nancy Coumou, Colleen 
Chicoine, and Bob Singer 

Get in touch with Marilyn Singer at 
singer756@comcast.net  or John Zlatnik 
at jzlatnik49@mac.com if you or 
someone you know would like to join the 
project or if you would like to do a trial 
run to see how the program works. It’s a 
sure way to lift your spirits! 

Continued from page 3 

Feeding The Needy 

DOC Anti-Racism Training offered for Members, Ministers, and Friends  
from the Pathways to Beloved Community (P2BC) Mission Project 

We are excited to host an all-day 
Anti-racism Training lead by Disciples 
of Christ (DOC) ministers on Febru-
ary 24 for our members, ministers 
and guests, in our fellowship hall. 
You are invited. Supporting and 
learning practical ways for individu-
als and our church to help end rac-
ism will create more peace and jus-
tice in our church, local community, 
nation, and world. Your attendance 
will help prepare our congregation 
to become more multi-cultural and 
will also help fulfill P2BC’s goal for 
90% of our members to receive anti-
racism training by 2021. If at least 2 
members of every church group 
attend this training in February, we 
will travel significantly closer to a 
beloved community.  

This DOC training combines little-  

and well-known facts about systemic 
racism with non-confrontative and 
experiential approaches. While origi-
nally designed by ministers-of-color 
and now required for all DOC minis-
ters, no college or advanced educa-
tion is required to participate. Last 
year, eight of our members attended 
trainings. Helen Boyer said, “I appre-
ciated the opportunity to speak with 
people from different backgrounds.” 

Pastor Jeff said, “I appreciated 
getting a frame to better understand 
how racism is systemic.” This frame 
became part of Pastor Jeff's sermon 
series for Lent 2017.  

Joy Barnitz came away appreciating, 
“Things aren't just black and white.” 
Cindy Sojourner said, “I appreciated 
the visible compassion that I wit-
nessed in people speaking and lis-

tening to opposing views coming 
from across the room, plus the time 
given for each of us to decide on one 
thing we could do.” Becoming one of 
the champions for P2BC helps Cindy 
fulfill the spirit of her goal to be-
come an anti-racism trainer.  

Please attend, if possible. Thanks to 
designated donations from mem-
bers, scholarships will be available 
for people from our congregation 
with limited income. The training fee 
is $40 per person. Hopefully, we will 
see you on February 24 from 8:30 
am to 4:00 pm in our fellowship hall. 
Lunch is provided. To register with-
out a scholarship, go to  
http://j.mp/art1802. To request a 
scholarship, please contact champi-
on Joy  Barnitz at: 
jbarnitz@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

A Big Thanks! 

Thanks to all of the Niles 
Discovery Church volun-
teers for making the 
“party” part of the Tri-
City Volunteers’ Toy Par-
ty on December 15, 2017, 
a joyful experience for 
the families. Kids enjoyed 
crafts, face painting, vis-
iting Santa, and eating 
popcorn, assisted by 
Niles Discovery Church 
volunteers. 
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Community  
Bulletin Board 

Members and friends of 
Niles Discovery Church 
are invited to submit 
short notices that may be 
of interest to the rest of 
the congregation. Note, 
no commercial notices or 
partisan political an-
nouncements are al-
lowed (to keep us from 
running afoul of regula-
tions). Niles Discovery 
Church makes no repre-
sentations or endorse-
ments about the events 
or services listed. 

The Mission Peak Wind 
Symphony is proud to cele-
brate and honor Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., an Ameri-
can hero, 50 years after his 
passing, with the presenta-
tion of Joseph Schwantner’s 
New Morning for the World: 
Daybreak of Freedom along 
with other selections on 
Saturday, January 27, 7:30 
p.m., at Buffington Center 
for the Arts at Chabot Col-
lege, 25555 Hesperian Blvd., 
Hayward. Pastor Jeff will be 
narrating the featured piece 
and the concert will include 
a guest performance by the 
Hopkins Junior High School 
Wind Ensemble, directed by 
Gregory Conway. More in-
formation about the con-
cert can be found at 
www.missionpeakwinds.org  

The January special offering will be used 
to support the outreach and caring 
of Tri-City Volunteers. TCV 
has an important histori-
cal connection to Niles 
Discovery Church, so we 
are pleased continue 
our support of this agen-
cy that runs a thrift store and provides 
emergency grocery assistance to around 
6,000 families in Alameda County every 
month. Learn more at 
www.tcvfoodbank.org.  

This special offering will be received on 
Sunday, January 14, though—as with all 
our special offerings—you are welcome to 
give at any time (always make checks pay-
able to Niles Discovery Church). You can 
also give online: go to our church 
webpage, click the “donate” button at the 

top of the page, and select the appropri-
ate special offering. 

Niles Discovery Church receives a spe-
cial offering each month. With that 
many possibilities for special giving, 
you may need to choose which ones 
are most important to you. You can 
see the schedule of special offerings 

at http://j.mp/speoff2018 or call the 
church office and we will mail you one. 

In addition to giving $1,674 in the Decem-
ber special offering for Puente de la Costa 
Sur, you also gave a car-full of stocking 
stuffers and gift cards for the Posada at 
Puente, $1,310 for the Holiday Food Gift 
Bags here in the Tri-Cities, and 18 gift bas-
kets (over $2000 value) for poor seniors in 
the Tri-Cities through the City of Fremont. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Special Offerings 

Second Saturday Documentary Series 

Film Explores What Is Changeless  
In The Midst Of Climate Change 

Oscar-nominated filmmaker Josh Fox searches for the 
universal human qualities that will prevail into the fu-
ture in How to Let Go of the World and Love All of the 
Things Climate Can’t Change. The film will be shown 
January 13 at 1:30 p.m. as part of the Second Saturday 
Documentary Series at Niles Discovery Church. The 
screening is free and open to the public. 

Fox, best known for Emmy Award-winning Gasland 
Parts I and II, is recognized as a spokesperson on the 
issue of fracking and extreme energy development. He 
acknowledges that it may be too late to prevent the 
worst consequences of climate change, including its 
social, physical, and economic effects. In search of inspiration, he traveled to 12 
countries on 6 continents to ask grassroots environmental activists, “What is so 
deep inside us that calamity cannot take it away?”  

There will be a moderated discussion after the screening.  

The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery 
Church and the San Jose Peace and Justice Center. Learn more about the series 
at http://bit.ly/nilesssds. 
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Because of appointments and meet-
ings, it is difficult for our pastors to 
have regular, posted office hours. 
Please call your pastor if you would 
like to make an appointment or 
have him/her come by for a visit. 
None of the staff is available on 
Mondays, 12:45 to 1:15, because 
they are in a staff meeting. The of-
fice will be closed on New Year’s 
Day and Martin Luther King Day. 

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday, 
and his day off is Saturday. His email 
is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org.  

Pastor Brenda is not in the office 
Thursday through Saturday. Her 
email is:  
brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
Pastor Brenda will be on vacation 
January 3. 

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

Mildred Reynolds  
Lap Robe Tying Group 

The lap robe tying group was able to give 55 lap 
robes during 2017: 

9  to members and friends of Niles Discovery 
Church 

9  adopt a senior program 

1 Candlelighters for their fund raiser 

6  Frefenius Medical (dialysis patients)  

12 Veterans Hospice at Palo Alto Veterans Hospital 

9 S.A.V.E. 

9 Abode 

 The next meeting of the lap robe tying group will be 
Wednesday, January 24 from 10:00  a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. in the church fellowship hall. All materials are 
provided. No sewing skills are necessary as we will 
be tying lap robes that have already been made. 
R.S.V.P. to Judy Molander as lunch is provided. 

Daytime Fellowship 

The Daytime Women’s Fellowship Group is now 
simply the Daytime Fellowship Group. The name 

change is to signify that everyone without regard to 
gender identity is welcome to come. 

The Daytime Fellowship Group meets on the third 
Monday of the month at 11:30 a.m. One of our pastors 
will lead us in Bible study (typically looking at a scripture 
for the coming Sunday’s worship service) and we will visit 
with one another as we eat our brown bag lunches and a 
provided dessert. Sometimes there is a little bit of 
business that needs to be taken care of. The meeting 
typically ends by 1:00. Everyone (whether you identify as 
a woman or not) is welcome. 

Evening Fellowship 

The Evening Women’s Fellowship is on hiatus. 

Pastors’ And Office Schedules 
Cecilia Le’s new hours are Tues-
days, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Her 
email is:  
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 

Sandra Lange’s new hours are 
Mondays, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
and Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Her email is:  
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
Sandra will be on vacation January 
11 through January 22. 

Save The Date 

March 10 will be the spring women’s retreat. 
Rene Earle will be the speaker. It is a one day 

event and we will carpool. More information is 
available on the bulletin board and will be in the next 
issue of The Bell.  
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Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Cindy Corey; 

Charlotte O’Donnell; 

Barry Kean; 

Michele McConville; 

Maxine Foster; 

Bill Ball; 

Dean Hunter; 

Nancy Attinger; 

Judy Smith; 

Jack Rankin; 

Diana Roeding; 

Edrea Espinoza; 

Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 

Penn Boyer; 

Ryan BoyerTaylor; 

Jan Filip; 

Judi Eaton; 

Ken Young; 

Mike Kean; 

Diane Kindle; 

Sandra Frisbey; 

John Wharton’s father; 

Katy Wharton’s mother; 

Alison Kieft’s sister-in-law,  

Debbie Thompson; 

Jerry Hollands; 

Janet Butcher; 

William “Butch” Butcher; 

Ed Espinoza, Penn Boyer’s and Isaiah and 
Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather; 

Rich Gallegos’ friend, Jimmy; 

Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison; 

Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor Garnica; 

Michele McConville’s mom, Marie 
Maguire; 

Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret; 

Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris 
Dungan; 

Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 

Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan; 

Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister; 

Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 

Dorothy Williams’ daughter,  

Belinda Williams. 

 

The family of Jean Kneisler as they grieve her death on 
August 31; 

Jeanie and Richard White, Rachel White, Bob and 
Marilyn Singer, and Christina, Bob, and Maddie Monk-
man as they grieve the sudden, tragic deaths of Jeanie 
and Richard’s son Brian White and his fiancée Rebecca 
Raymond in a plane crash on Saturday, July 29. 

Katy Wharton and her family as they grieve the death 
of Katy’s step-father on December 23; 

Anthony Kungo (one of our Boy Scouts) and his fami-
ly as they grieve the death of Anthony’s father Alex, 
on September 25; 

Mark Aragon and his family as they grieve the death 
of his sister on September 15; 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

For those who are having trouble finding their paths and partners for the journey. 

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they 
find employment that fills their hearts and souls. 

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN 
Peacekeepers, Including People From Our Congregation And Friends. 

These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda 
Loreman; the Care Team. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful 
justice through non-violent methods to the world. 

A reminder about this prayer list:  If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or re-
moved) please let Pastor Jeff know. 

Friends And Family Seeking To Live Clean And Sober Lives. 
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The Bell is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you re-
ceived this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class mail. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you re-
ceive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to 
http://bit.ly/NDCemailsignup and start filling out the forms. You can select 
what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer 
requests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please leave a 
phone message or email the church office (510-797-0895;  
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) so we can note in our database that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more.  
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