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UPCOMING WORSHIP 

August 6 
“Size Matters”  

Matthew 14:13-21 

August 13  
“Here. Now.”  

Matthew 14:22-33 

August 20  
“30 Years and Counting”  

Psalm 46 

August 27  
“Come Away …  

and Rest a While”  
Mark 6:30-32 

It is a great time to clean 
out all those unwanted 
and unused items in your 
home. We are now accept-
ing unwanted treasures for 
our annual flea market 
held the same day as the 
Niles Antique Fair. It hap-
pens  on the 
last Sun-
day in 
August 
every year. 
This year it 
is on Au-
gust 27.   

Clean items in 
working condition can be 
brought  to the Fellowship 
Hall on Sundays, weekdays 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m., whenever office staff 
is in the church (see the 
schedule on page 7), or by 

appointment: call Alta Jo 
Adamson, The Flea Wran-
gler, at (510) 713-1333, 
and she will arrange to 
open the church. 

We accept  tools, books, 
toys,  games (with all the 

pieces), jewelry, 
hats, purses, mu-
sical instru-
ments, china, 
glassware, an-
tiques, tools, 
collectables, 
knick-knacks, 

holiday deco-
rations, linens,  blankets, 
working small appliances, 
patio accessories, office 
supplies, children’s small 
furniture, trunks, shoes, 
chairs, desks, and other 
small furniture, exercise 
equipment, sporting 

goods, and more!  Please 
DO NOT bring:  clothing, 
sofas and other large, 
heavy, furniture; large dra-
pery rods, sinks, toilets, 
and soiled, broken, or non-
working items. 

The Saturday and Sunday 
of the Flea Market week-
end are staffed by church 
volunteers in two-hour 
shifts throughout the day. 
These hours are especially 
important to fill. Generally 
speaking, the whole con-
gregation rolls up its 
sleeves and pitches in, and 
it is actually loads of fun.  

See Marilyn Singer during 
coffee hour to sign up for a 
work slot, and watch the 
announcements for fur-
ther details. 

Turn Your Junk Into Someone Else’s Treasures 

Cabinet Adopts “Statement Of Commitment And Action” 
After discussing the wording and making sure we would actually follow through on 
each point in the statement, the Cabinet adopted a “Statement of Commitment and 
Action” at their meeting in July. In some ways, the statement is a reaffirmation of the 
church’s open and affirming identity.  “But it’s more than that,” Pastor Jeff said 
recently. 

“The statement reminds us that the work is not done, that we need to go deeper in 
faith, listen carefully, and lift up the truth we hear,” he said. 

You can read the complete statement on the church’s website at http://bit.ly/
ndccomact. If you don’t have internet access, call the church office (510-797-0895) 
and we’ll mail you a copy. 

Pastor Jeff says he is looking for a way to utilize the statement in worship, perhaps 
sometime this fall. 

http://bit.ly/ndccomact
http://bit.ly/ndccomact


During the first two weeks of July, I 
attended General Synod and General 
Assembly. What follows is edited 
from a three-page report. You can 
read the full version at http://
wp.me/pBRG6-pH.  

Assembly and Synod - background 

Both the 
Christian Church 
(Disciples of 
Christ) and the 
United Church of 
Christ (which are 
commonly 
abbreviated as 
DOC and UCC 
respectively) are 
covenantally 
based, with each 
congregation tied 
to the other congregations and to 
the wider church in covenant. 

Delegates to the UCC’s General 
Synod are selected by Conferences; I 
attended General Synod as a “visitor” 
and got to participate in banquets, 
worship, and workshops, but I didn’t 
get a voice or a vote on the 
resolutions that came before the 
Synod. Delegates to the DOC’s 
General Assembly are potentially all 
the pastors in the DOC plus delegates 
selected by congregations (typically 
two per congregation). We could 
have sent four delegates (me, Pastor 
Brenda, and two church members), 
but I was the only person 
representing the congregation at 
General Assembly. 

Synod and Assembly – themes 

General Synod was held in Baltimore 
and happened first. The theme for 
General Synod was “Make Glad,” 
based on a verse from Psalm 46. 

Psalm 46 is a scripture that is very 
meaningful to me and I will be 
preaching on it on August 20 when 
we mark the thirtieth anniversary of 
my ordination. 

It seems to me that General Synod 
focuses primarily on the resolutions 
they consider. The whole resolution 
process is very involved, with 

committees considering 
resolutions, modifying them, 
and bringing them to the full 
Synod – where there is more 
discussion, amending and 
(finally) voting on them. It’s 
quite an involved process and 
can get pretty messy. 

I got to hear the truly 
inspirational 
Disciple of Christ 
minister the Rev. 
Dr. William Barber, 
II, preach at a Gala 

dinner (that’s right at the 
UCC meeting). Dr. Barber is helping 
to organize a new, nationwide Poor 
People’s Campaign on the fiftieth 
anniversary of the original Poor 
People’s Campaign organized by the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I will 
be preaching about this new Poor 
People’s Campaign in September. 

General Assembly was held in 
Indianapolis. The theme for this 
General Assembly was “One” and the 
focus scripture was John 17:20-21, a 
line from the lengthy prayers Jesus 
prays in the Gospel of John before his 
arrest and crucifixion. “I ask not only 
on behalf of these [disciples], but 
also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word, 
that they may all be one. As you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent 
me.” Some of you may recognize that 

the official motto of the UCC comes 
from these two verses: “That they 
may all be one.” I was amused that it 
was the DOC that was focusing on 
this UCC motto verse. 

The really big thing that happened at 
General Assembly was the election of 
a new General Minister and 
President. Sharon Watkins 
completed two six-year terms so it 
was time for someone new. We 
elected Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens as 
the new GMP. Terri is the first 
African American woman to take a 
leadership role like this in any 
denomination in the USA. 

Assembly has a higher emphasis on 
education and worship than does 
Synod (at least that’s my experience). 
Instead of spending so much time on 
wordsmithing resolutions, the 
Assembly either says, “Yes, this is the 
sense of the Assembly” or “No, this 
isn’t the sense of the Assembly” or 
“This needs more work before we 
will vote on it.” This allows the 
Assembly to talk about the issues 
rather than the wording. 

Synod and Assembly – resolutions 

Both the Synod and the Assembly 
adopted resolutions on climate 
change, though their foci were 
different. The Synod resolution 
focused on the prophetic role of the 
church in addressing climate change. 
In addition to calling on the church to 
continue learning about and 
advocating for policies that address 
climate change, the Assembly 
resolution calls for members, 
congregations, and ministries of the 
denomination to become carbon 
neutral by 2030 and carbon positive 
by 2035. This is a bold invitation and I 
hope we will take it seriously. I think 
our biggest challenge as a 
congregation will be figuring out how 
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Jeff’s Jottings 

http://wp.me/pBRG6-pH
http://wp.me/pBRG6-pH


to make up for the carbon we 
release by burning natural gas to 
heat the church. 

The Assembly adopted the resolution 
endorsed by our congregation, 
repudiating the Doctrine of 
Discovery. I spoke in favor of this 
resolution, telling the Assembly of 
your endorsement of it. The UCC had 
adopted a repudiation a few Synods 
ago. 

The Synod adopted a resolution that 
will change the way some of our 
denominational ministries do 
fundraising. I am not yet clear on the 
implications of this resolution for our 
congregation. It will be interesting to 
see how it is lived out. Meanwhile, 
the Assembly received and 
commended to the congregations a 
study document on “Stewardship as 
a Spiritual Discipline,” a document I 

hope we will engage with in the 
coming biennium. 

Synod and Assembly – the non-
meeting (the really good) stuff 

The most important thing for me 
that comes from attending these 
meeting is the sense of connection it 
brings. I am reminded how we, our 
congregation and each of us, are part 
of something bigger. I get to hear 
stories about what’s happening at 
other churches, what’s going well 
and what they’re struggling with. I 
am reminded that we are not alone. 

I also treasure the opportunity to 
hear great preaching. Two of the 
best sermons I heard were at 
breakfast banquets. And even when 
there isn’t a speaker, the banquets 
are interesting. They are sponsored 
by one or two of the ministries or 
special interest groups of the 

denominations and they are one of 
the best ways to network with 
people in the denominations who 
are passionate about those issues 
and ministries. 

I got to hear the Rev. Traci Blackmon 
preach at both gatherings. Her 

sermon at General Synod 
was built around an 
image that I may well use 
sometime in the future. 
Her sermon at General 
Assembly (at a breakfast 

meeting, really) is making me rethink 
protesting and nonviolent tactics. 

There’s so much more to report, but 
you’ll have to go to http://wp.me/
pBRG6-pH to read it. 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 
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Goal One:  Start at least two of our intergenerational, multicultural, hands-on mission and 
service projects  each year.  

The two projects that we have selected to begin immediately are in the beginning 
stages of implementation. The Mobile Food Van project, championed by John Zlatnik, 
has been developing a plan and is recruiting people interested in making a 
commitment to deliver food to the distribution sites on a monthly basis. If you are 
interested in participating in this project, be sure to connect with John (see page 5).  

Our other project, the Habitat for Humanity construction project, is in the beginning 
stages of organization. The project champion, Bill Palleschi, reports that the Habitat folks are 

not quite ready for our volunteers yet, but they are excited at our level of interest, and eager to 
incorporate us into the project as soon as they are able. Be sure to check back as this project unfolds, and see Bill 

if you’d like to volunteer. 

Goal Two:  Encourage the faith journeys of all members and visitors by increasing participation in programs by 10% 
annually. 

Meanwhile, the ministry teams have been discussing which programs to focus on for Goal Two, our internal growth 
goal. As of press time, most of the ministry teams have chosen one or two programs to focus on, and will begin 
implementing strategies for increasing participation in the months to come. 

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave 
feedback or comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he 
answers kids’ theological questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com. 

Strategic Plan Implementation Underway 

http://wp.me/pBRG6-pH
http://wp.me/pBRG6-pH
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Notes From The  
Treasurer 

We have reaped a huge 
benefit from the installa-
tion of solar panels on 
our building.  In a 9-
month period before we 
installed solar, our elec-
tric charges were 
$4,902.  In the same 9-
month period since we 
installed solar, our elec-
tric charges were 
$171.  That’s HUGE sav-
ings!  

As of June 30th, the 
church operating budget 
shows a deficit of 
$24,267.  The budgeted 
deficit at June 30 is 
$40,635. We are $16,368 
better off than expected 
half way through the 
year.    

Beth A. Rasler - Treasurer 

 

Moderated Musings 

On September 10, we will be celebrating 
the fifth anniversary of Niles Discovery 
Church and plans are underway to make 
this a special event. The time and talent 
that is being devoted to this event is 
amazing, and why shouldn’t be? This is an 
amazing church filled with amazing peo-
ple! 

Looking back at the last five years. much 
has been done in making this church what 
it is today, and the upcoming celebration 
will be a testament to the vision we creat-
ed five years ago, that has become a reali-
ty, save for a few things that are still in the 
wings but will be happening soon. There 
have been other things that we decided 
we should have that were not part of the 
original plan, such as the solar panels. We 
didn’t have the money to install solar pan-
els, but the congregation recognized how 

important it is to go solar, and we man-
aged to raise the money through special 
designated donations. 

This is yet another feather in the cap of 
this amazing church. 

Looking forward to the next five years, I 
would like to see a shift in our resources. I 
would like us to be approving a zero bal-
ance or surplus budget. This means asking 
for more general donations and growing 
the membership of the church. This would 
require articulating the trust that our 
church values the following: 

1. Money is managed to meet the mis-
sion of the church 

2. Mission and Ministry information is 
readily accessible to everyone; 

3. Listening to the congregational needs 

Niles Discovery Church To Celebrate Anniversary Pastor Jeff  
Celebrates His  
Anniversary 

On August 29, the Rev. 
Jeff Spencer will cele-
brate the 30th anniver-
sary of his ordination to 
the ministry of word and 
sacrament. Niles Discov-
ery Church will commem-
orate this milestone in 
worship on August 20. 
Come hear Pastor Jeff 
reflect on his 30 years in 
ministry, and enjoy cake 
(and some sur-
prises) during 
coffee hour. 
Congratula-
tions, Pastor 
Jeff! 

On September 9, Niles Discovery Church will be five years old. 
Plans are underway for a festive celebration on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10 to mark this first milestone as a church “united in 

God’s love for everyone’s journey … no excep-
tions.” Our worship theme for the day is “Planted by the water … for the 
healing of the nations,” a reference to Revelation 22:1-6. We are pleased 
to welcome our UCC Northern California-Nevada Conference Minister, 
the Rev. Diane Weible to the pulpit as our guest preacher. The choir will 
be back on the chancel, and worship will include voices raised in song 

and celebratory music. 

After worship, the celebration will continue with lunch provided by a taco truck, out-
door games for the kids, and art projects for all ages. This is a perfect day to invite 
friends and family to church—the more people who come, the more people who can 
experience our warm welcome and generous hospitality. 

The Anniversary Committee is seeking donations to defray the cost of our celebration 
and make sure that all can participate no matter their means. Our monetary goal is 
$2500; thanks to some generous early contributions, we are already more than halfway 
there. Checks may be made out to Niles Discovery Church, with “Anniversary Celebra-
tion” in the memo line. We are hoping to meet or exceed our goal by Sunday, August 
13. We are also asking for the bakers in the church to create cupcakes for our dessert 
table at the party; if you are able to provide cupcakes, please see Melissa Palleschi to 
confirm your commitment. Thank you for your generosity, and happy anniversary, 
church! 
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Inquirers Class 
Planned For  

August 20 

Pastor Jeff and Pastor 
Brenda will lead a simple 
gathering on Sunday, Au-
gust 20, for those who 
are considering formally 
uniting with the congre-
gation as members. This 
“Inquirers Class” will be 
held after coffee hour, 
following worship, in 
Room 3. It is an oppor-
tunity to learn more 
about how the church 
functions, what member-
ship means, and whatev-
er else is on your mind. 
Children are welcome or 
they can hang out in 
Room 4 during the 
meeting. 
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Dear Church 
friends, our 
developing 

partnership with the Tri City Volunteers 
(TCV) food-van program is moving right 
along! Our involvement in the project 
was born with a book read by the adult 
education group about the future of the 
Christian church in the 21st century. One 
of the themes of the book described the 
importance of returning to our Early 
Christian roots of directly supporting 
those in need. The food van seemed per-
fect for us! 

Participation in this work will involve 
teams of 2 from our church, to commit 2 
hours, twice a month to assist in delivery 
of food to high need locales in the tri-city 
area. There are many who need assis-
tance that lack transportation or have 
health limitations. TCV has developed an 
efficient system—only regular workers 
(us!) are needed. With more workers, 
the program can be expanded to provide 
food to other high need locations. 

Marilyn Singer and John Zlatnik met with 
the Tri-City Volunteers director, Taylor 
Johnson, last week. He is excited at the 
prospect of our involvement with the 
project! We are too. 

Marilyn and John have now visited 2 
food delivery sites and they thought it 

was amazing 
to see the 
projects in 
action! The 
van was al-
ready filled at 
the Tri City 
Volunteers 
site—2 vol-
unteers 

drove the van to the distribution loca-
tion. In each case there were many “on 
site” people assisting. The food was tak-
en to the tables where it is displayed. At 
least one member of our teams should 
be able to help  move the heavier boxes 
of food inside (there are dollies). 

Food-Van Program Is Moving Right Along  

TCV volunteers, Marilyn  
Singer. and John Zlatnik 

for new ministries and other ideas; 

4. Creation of safe places for people to 
ask questions and to explore their 
faith in God with this church. 

Our stewardship campaign will be 
starting soon, and what an opportune 
time that will be to get started on a new 
five-year plan to achieve this shift in re-
sources. To that end, I invite you to share 
your thoughts with me in making this 
vision a reality. I am setting up a steward-
ship committee and I hope you will con-

sider being a part of it, even if only in a 
consulting role. Your input is greatly 
needed and appreciated. 

We have made great strides over the five 
years, and with this momentum, we can 
do much more over the next five years. 
Join me, as you are able, and as you are 
called, in this venture into the next chap-
ter of Niles Discovery Church. 

Jim Thomas 
Moderator 

Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any 
PPRC member – Mark Twist, Judy Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Debbie 
Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer and Pastor Brenda Loreman – if you have a concern about 
the life of the church that you want to explore. If you have a church relationship 
that’s hurting and want some assistance in healing it, speak to one of them. 

Birthday Blessings 

Congratulations to Wally 
Osborne who celebrated 
his 90th birthday last 
month! 



Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536  (510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

AUGUST Volume 17 Number 08     

Page 6 

The August Special Offering 
is for school supplies that 
will be distributed 
through the Family Re-

source Center. We are collecting 
backpacks, lunch boxes, general school 
supplies – and money (to do additional 
school supplies shopping). Please bring in 
school supplies by August 13. 

While school supplies have been coming 
in since mid-July, the monetary offering 
will be formally received on Sunday, Au-
gust 13. As with all our special offerings, 
you are welcome to give at any time 
(always make checks payable to Niles 

Discovery Church). You can also give 
online: go to our church webpage and 
click the “donate” button at the top of 
the page. 

Niles Discovery Church receives a special 
offering each month. With that many 
possibilities for special giving, you may 
need to choose which ones are most im-
portant to you. You can see the schedule 
of special offerings at http://bit.ly/
speoff2017 or call the church office and 
we will mail you one. 

Thanks to your generosity, an amazing 
$2,970 was contributed to the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund in July. 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

Second Saturday Documentary Series 

“Paper Lanterns” Tells The Story Of A Generous Spirit  
In The Wake Of Hiroshima Destruction 

“Paper Lanterns” is the story of two of the 12 American 
POW airmen who died in the bombing of Hiroshima August 
6, 1945, and the Japanese witness to the bombing who un-
covered their stories. The film will be shown August 12 at 
1:30 p.m. as part of the free Second Saturday Documentary 

Series at Niles Discovery Church.  

Hundreds of thousands of Japanese died as a result of the atomic bombs dropped 
on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As an eight-year-old, Shegeaki Mori wit-
nessed the destruction, and as an adult he wondered about the anonymous pris-
oners of war from the United State who were among the dead. Believing these 
men were as worthy of remembrance as the victims, he began the decades-long 
research into who these men were. “I believed at the very least the next of kin had 
to be informed,” Mr. Mori explained.  

Barry Frechette’s film, documents Mr. Mori’s quest for information and how he 
shared it with the families of Normand Brissette of Massachusetts and Ralph Neal 
of Kentucky, helping to bring closure and peace to everyone involved.  

The film takes its title from the paper lanterns that are floated down the river in 
front of the Hiroshima Peace Museum every August 6th, symbolizing spirits de-
parting this world for the next. 

Ron Adamson will moderate the post-screening discussion. 

The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery 
Church and the San Jose Peace & Justice Center. For more information, go to 
http://bit.ly/nilesssds. 

ENGAGEMENT JOY 

Elena Sojourner has an-
nounced her engagement 
to Alexander Heide. Con-
gratulations to Elena and 
Alexander! 

Planning For 
Pledging 

It is time to put together 
a team to lead our pledge 
campaign this fall. If you 
would like to be part of it, 
please let Jim Thomas or 
Pastor Jeff know. 

Please Wear Your 
Name Tag 

One easy way to offer 
hospitality to first-time 
visitors and newer mem-
bers is to wear your 
name tag. Please pick up 
your name tag before 
worship and wear it 
throughout coffee hour. 
If you need a new one, 
check the box on the 
green attendance form. 

http://bit.ly/nilesssds
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Because of appointments and 
meetings, it is difficult for our 
pastors to have regular, posted 
office hours. Please call your pastor 
if you would like to make an 
appointment or have him/her 
come by for a visit. None of the 
staff is available on Mondays, 12:30 
p.m. to -1:00 p.m., because they 
are in a staff meeting. 

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath is on Friday, 
and his day off is Saturday. His email 
is jeff@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
Pastor Jeff will be on vacation from 

August 21 through September 5.  

Pastor Brenda is not in the office 
Thursday through Saturday. Her e-
mail is brenda@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
Pastor Brenda will return from 

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

Pastors’ And Office Schedules 
vacation after August 13.  

Cecilia Le’s hours are Mondays, 
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Fridays, 
9:00-1:00 p.m. Her email is 
cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
Cecilia will be on vacation August 31 
through September 4. 

Sandra Lange’s hours are Mondays, 
9:00-1:00 p.m., Wednesdays, 9:00-
2:00 p.m., and Thursdays, 10:00-
1:00 p.m. Her email is 
admin@nilesdiscoverychurch.org. 
Sandra will be on vacation August 
29 through September 10. 

MILDRED REYNOLDS  

LAP ROBE TYING GROUP 

The lap robe tying group met July 26 in Fellowship 
Hall. We will also meet August 23 at a place to be 
determined due to the Flea Market. All ladies are 
invited the meeting but let Judy M. know if you plan 
to attend as lunch is provided. 

If you know of someone who would like a lap robe, 
notify Judy Molander or Alison Kieft. There are lap 
robes available now. There is no charge for the lap 
robes; all material and labor is donated. 

DAYTIME FELLOWSHIP 

The Evening Women’s Fellowship is on hiatus until 
the fall. 

FALL RETREAT AT MISSION SPRINGS - The 80th Annual Fall 
Retreat will be September 22 through 24. Rev. Dr. Christal 
Williams will be the speaker and she promises to “Awaken 
YOUR Spirit.” There are flyers available in the church office 
and Michelle McConville has registration forms.  

EVENING FELLOWSHIP 

The Evening Women’s Fellowship is on hiatus for the 
summer. Our next meeting will be September 13, 
2017. 

WE ARE ONE RALLY/VIGIL CONTINUES FOCUS ON UNITY 

The monthly “We Are One” rally/vigil, sponsored by the Tri-City Interfaith Council and Com-
passionate Fremont will continue its focus on “Unity” in August. Held on the fourth Thursday 
of the month (August 24 this month), 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., at the corner of Walnut and 
Paseo Padre in Fremont, the “We Are One” rally/vigils bring people together to stand up for 
the common value of compassion and respect that is found in all religious traditions. You are 
invited to make and bring signs that are peaceful, compassionate, and non-partisan. 

MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS 

If you have your bank automatically send a check to the church, Thank you. You can now start using our street ad-
dress, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536. We will be switching over to using only the street address soon. 

Niles Discovery Church, 36600 Niles Blvd., Fremont, CA 94536  (510) 797-0895  http://nilesdiscoverychurch.org 
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Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Diana Roeding; 

Edrea Espinoza; 

Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 

Penn Boyer; 

Ryan BoyerTaylor; 

Ken Young; 

Sandra Frisbey; 

Jerry Hollands; 

Jan Filip; 

Janet Butcher; 

William “Butch” Butcher; 

Diane Kindle; 

Carol Easter’s daughter, Allison; 

Peg Tait; 

Maria Garnica’s brother, Victor Garnica; 

Barbara Rosellini; 

Jean Kneisler; 

Marilyn Rasler; 

Judi Eaton; 

Charlotte O’Donnell; 

Cindy Corey; 

Becky Moreno; 

Barry Kean; 

Matt Espinoza; 

Dean Hunter; 

Isabel Moreno; 

Rebecca BoyerTaylor; 

Maureen O’Donnell; 

JoAn Parker; 

Jack Rankin; 

Riki and Mark Twist’s granddaughter, 
Sophia Martin; 

Michele McConville’s mom, Marie 
Maguire; 

Dorletta Larsen's cousin, Carol Garret; 

Dorletta Larsen's daughter-in-law, Chris 
Dungan; 

Rich Gallegos’ mother, Esther; 

Mark Twist’s father, Arnie; 

Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan; 

Tom Olkowski’s brother, Paul; 

Ed Espinoza, Penn Boyer’s and Isaiah 
and Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather; 

Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister; 

Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 

Dorothy Williams’ daughter, Belinda 
Williams. 

Charlotte O’Donnell and her family as they grieve 
the death of her husband, John, on May 7; 

The family of the Rev. Donald Willoughby Joyner 
Anderson, pastor emeritus of Niles Discovery 
Church, as they grieve his death on February 21; 

Pastor Brenda and her brother Jeff as they grieve 
the death of their mother, Rosemary Loreman on 
February 3. 

Jeanie and Richard White, Rachel White, Bob and 
Marilyn Singer, and Christina, Bob, and Maddie 
Monkman as they grieve the sudden, tragic deaths 
of Jeanie and Richard’s son Brian White and his fian-
cée Rebecca Raymond in a plane crash on Saturday, 
July 29; 

Mike Foster and his family as they grieve the death 
of his mother, Jan Richards, on May 16; 

ALL WHO ARE GRIEVING, ESPECIALLY: 

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find em-
ployment that fills their hearts and souls. 

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

The Physical, Emotional, And Spiritual Safety Of All Serving In The Armed Forces And As UN Peacekeepers, 
Including People From Our Congregation And Our Friends (including Chris Swint, Scott Swint, Ben Gonzales). 

These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the 
Care Team. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful justice 
through non-violent methods to the world. 

A reminder about this prayer list:  If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor 
Jeff know. 

Friends and family seeking to live clean and sober lives. 
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The Bell is First Class 
This edition of The Bell was graciously edited by Priscilla Taylor. If you re-
ceived this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in 
the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to our website 
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph 
toward the bottom of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out 
the forms. You can select what email lists you want to join – for the news-
letter, the weekly prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more. 
Then, please leave a phone message at the church office (510-797-0895 or 
send an email to: office-mgr@comcast.net) so we can note in our database 
that you don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more. 
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