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The new school year will be starting soon 
and having new 
school supplies 
can help kids 
get excited 
about a new 
year of 
education. On 
behalf of the 
whole church, the Ministry for Christian 
Education Team is collecting backpacks 
and school supplies to donate to the 
Fremont Family Resource Center to give 
to kids in need throughout the Tri-Cities 
area.  

Please bring backpacks and school 
supplies to the church no later than 
August 14, the day we will 

receive the special 
offering. The Family 
Resource Center has 
asked that the 
backpacks not be 
packed. Monetary 
offerings received will 
be used that week to 
augment the physical 
supplies we receive 

that day. 

Help Kids Get School Supplies 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP 

August 7  
“Spirit of Life”  

Philippians 1:20-30 

August 14  
 “Spirit of Hope”  

Revelation 22:1-5 

August 21  
“God in the End”  
Romans 8:31-39 

August 28 
Informal worship 

during the Flea Market 

UCC/DOC Women’s Fall Retreat To Be Held At Mission Springs  

The UCC and DOC  Women’s Fall Retreat will be held September 
23 through September 25 at Mission Springs Camp & Conference 
Center.  The registration information and forms are available on 
the counters in the hallway between the sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall. We have reserved rooms in Laurel Lodge. There 
will be scholarship money available if the cost is an issue for you. 
Let Judy Molander know if you are interested in attending. This is 
a very inspirational retreat and is designed for both UCC and DOC women.  

Pastor Jeff’s  
Sabbatical  

Begins This Month 

Pastor Jeff will be on a 
three-month sabbatical, 
beginning August 22. Read 
more about his sabbatical 
“plans” in his column on 
page 2. 

Our church has been chosen to help 
launch the second phase of Racists 
Anonymous, an program created by UCC 
pastor, Ron Buford. Pastor Ron, who 
thinks we are all a bit racist, has  
developed a 12 step program designed 
to help rid the nation—and perhaps the 
world—of racism. The intention is to 
build a movement of people who pledge 
their lives to being mindful of our own 

racism; 
being 
mindful of 
our power
-lessness 
to rid 
ourselves 

of racism without each other; and 
consciously turning it over to the higher 
power.  

Many approaches are needed to end 
racism. This is not a push approach to 
end racism like Black Lives Matter, which 
emphasizes confronting external forces 
and patterns of racism, which can 

Racism: Ignore It… 
And It Won't Go Away 

Continued; See “Racists Anonymous 
begins With Us ” page 3 



On June 24, 2014, I sat down at my 
home computer to write my 
evening prayer of thanksgiving on 
Facebook. 

“Was the [church] computer not 
working your way of telling me to 
take the day 
off, God? Even 
if it wasn’t, I’m 
grateful for a 
day where my 
mind wasn’t 
focused on 
church things, 
a day when I 
could take care 
of myself and 
relax. Thank 
you for the 
subversive 
nature of 
Sabbath, for 
how it challenges the culture of 
‘now’ and the anxieties of 
insufficiency. Thank you for your 
generosity that allows rest. Thank 
you for your clock-free point of 
view that encourages savoring. 
Thank you for your promise of care 
and love.” 

Later this month, I’ll be leaving on a 
three-month sabbatical. In the 
academic world, professors are 
typically expected to do research 
when they take a sabbatical. They 
are expected to return with a new 
course or the manuscript of a new 
book. Not so with pastoral 
sabbaticals. The focus of a pastoral 
sabbatical is rest. 

Sabbath does have a subversive 
nature. As I wrote in my prayer, 
Sabbath challenges the culture of 
‘now’ and the anxieties of 
insufficiency. You, my Niles 

Discovery Church friends, are 
making this a reality in my life. 
Thank you. 

I started thinking about this 
sabbatical about a year ago. I 
started collecting ideas of how to 
find the rest I need at this point in 
my tenure at Niles Discovery 

Church. I thought six 
month’s lead time for 
one place I might be in 
October would be 
enough (it wasn’t). I 
thought three month’s 
lead time for a retreat in 
September I wanted to 
attend would be enough 
(it wasn’t). So I’m back to 
the drawing board as I 
write this column. I know 
that the sabbatical will 
begin and end with 
family, 
and 

there’s one 
conference that I 
signed up for over 
a year ago that I’ll 
be attending. But 
beyond that, plans 
are still being 
made. 

A friend suggested 
that perhaps I should enter this 
sabbatical by faith and not sight. I 
asked her if she meant ‘site,’ since I 
won’t be going to two places I had 
hoped to go – at least not that way 
I had hoped to be there. So I’m 
trying to be open to the Spirit’s 
leading as I seek the space and the 

rest I need. 

I hope that you, too, will find time 
to rest and renew while I’m gone. I 
feel so blessed to have a colleague 
and lay leaders who I trust so 
deeply. It means that I will be able 
to truly disengage from 
responsibilities and worries during 
the sabbatical. I know I will be back 
to a congregation that is healthy 
and moving forward into God’s 
future. 

During our worship service on 
Sunday, August 21, we will have a 
litany of release and blessing. And 
when I return, on the first Sunday 
of Advent, we will have a litany of 
return and blessing. I hope you will 
be part of these services. 

Please remember that though 
Pastor Brenda will be full-time 

during my 
sabbatical, 
that is still 
a half-time 
pastor we 
don’t 
have. 
Please 
don’t wear 
her out 
while I’m 

gone. Remember, we have our 
Care Team to assist with pastoral 
care needs and amazing leaders in 
all the other areas of our church 
life. 

Blessings on you all. 

Peace, 
Jeff 

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is 
publishing his sermons there so you can leave feedback or comments. 
He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills 
Slugs?” where he answers kids’ theological questions. You can read it at 
askrevjss.wordpress.com. 
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Jeff’s Jottings 



 

to think or act that way. We will not try 
to fix others. While we use our “I 
statements” and focus on healing self 
with the help of community and the 

higher power, we will 
trust that this work will 
heal us and future 
generations.  

Will you pledge to join 
this movement to rid 
ourselves and the world 
of racism? Is there 
anyone else you know 

who might join this movement? Please 
contact Cindy Sojourner 
(cindy@sojournings.org) to express your 
interest and receive more information.  

unfortunately create unintended 
resentment. The Racists Anonymous 12-
Step program focuses on our need for 
internal change. 

We will begin with one 
group that meets 
weekly or bimonthly. 
We will create a safe 
and confidential place 
for listening to one 
another. We will set 
aside judgments, 
assumptions, and 
reactions to improve our hearing of the 
truths and experiences of others and 
ourselves. Instead of going to judgment 
and disagreement, we will go to wonder. 
We will wonder what brought a person 
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At a Town Hall Meeting after worship on July 17, the 
Strategic Planning Team (SPT) shared its work with the 
congregation. So far, the team has created new mis-
sion and values statements and narrowed all the ideas 
for projects down into two broad goals. 

The draft mission statement, “Following the example of 
Jesus, Niles Discovery Church welcomes all people, grows in our relationship with God 
and each other, and serves our neighbors near and far,” and the five values—
inclusion, compassion, nurture, stewardship, and open-mindedness—were well-
received by those attending the meeting. There was good discussion around the two 
goals, including some suggestions for revision that the SPT will consider in its upcom-
ing meeting. To see the goals and the mission and values statements in more detail, 
see our news blog at nilesdiscoverynews.wordpress.com. 

The next step is for the SPT to flesh out the strategic plan with 
strategies and projects to help us meet the goals, and the 
team would like the congregation’s help with this. As you 
shop the flea market items in Fellowship Hall this month, 
check out the two posters on the windows next to the patio. 
A goal is listed at the top of each poster, and there are pens available for you to write 
your suggestions for projects and strategies that you think will help us achieve those 
goals in the next two or three years. 

You may also contact SPT Chair John Smith or Pastor Brenda if you have questions or 
suggestions to offer. 

Niles Discovery 
Church Lapel Pins  

Available 

The lapel 
pins are 
in! These 
smart-
looking pins wear well on 
your shirt. Show your 
pride in your church by 
picking up one or more of 
these pins. They are 
available for a $5.00 do-
nation. To get your pin, 
see Jim Thomas. 

Racists Anonymous begins With Us  
Continued from page 1 

Strategic Plan Takes Shape 

The Ministry of Christian 
Education and the kids of 
the church thank the Pal-
leschi Family for hosting a 
pool party at their home 
on July 10. The water was 
warm, the hotdogs were 
tasty and the company 
was excellent.  

Join Our  
Musical Ministry  

The Rainbow Ukulele 
Club meets after worship 
(and snacks) on the sec-
ond and fourth Sundays 
of each month. Be a part 
of our musical ministry; 
learn to play the ukulele, 
or just sing along. Other 
instruments welcomed. 
For more information, 
visit 
www.rainbowukuleleclub
.com. 

mailto:cindy@sojournings.org
http://www.rainbowukuleleclub.com/
http://www.rainbowukuleleclub.com/
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Annual Church 
Flea Market   

August 28, 2016 

We started accepting 
gently used items in good 
repair on July 24 in prep-
aration for the Niles’ An-
tique Fair held each year 
on the last Sunday in Au-
gust (this year it is August 
28). There will be many 
opportunities for you to 
contribute to this totally 
fun event.  Bring us your 
clean, unbroken JUNK, 
help price, sort and dis-
play everything, and 
then, most fun of all, you 
can come to church on 
Saturday, August 27 and 
Sunday, August 28 and 
help sell these donated 
items or assist in renting 
out parking spaces!  

Solar Panels Installed 
In just two weeks, the solar array was installed on the roof 
of Niles Discovery Church, and passed inspection from the 
City of Fremont. As of the newsletter deadline, we are 
awaiting PG&E throwing the big switch. 

Dates To Remember 

Every weekday from  
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Bring things to the  
Fellowship Hall and/or 

help sort and price items. 

Every day you are at church 
Browse the items  
and shop early! 

Saturday, August 27 
Help sell things from  

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 28  
Help sell things from  

6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,  

Clean up from  
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
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Technology Ministry To Be Organized By Jim Thomas 

As the face of the church adapts to the 
21st century, technology in the church is 
becoming more and more important. 
Members of our Adult Sunday School 
group have shared the 
urgency of moving for-
ward with technology if 
we are to grow.  

To this extent, Jim 
Thomas is organizing a 
Technology Ministry to 
manage the technology 
we are currently using, 
and to explore how to use technology in 
a way that is useful, engaging and inclu-
sive. 

Areas for this ministry include: 

 Social media: Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, YouTube, etc. 

 Website and Apps: For desktop 
and mobile devices. Working to 
improve the web and helping to 
design and develop apps (yes, we 

want an app for that). 

 Audio/Video: Event video streaming, 
pre-worship set-up, post production, 
etc. 

 Accessibility: help-
ing to make technology 
easy for anyone. 

 Exploration/
Research: Finding 
better ways to use 
technology to enhance 
all of our ministries. 

Our first challenge will be to continue the 
Facebook posts during Pastor Jeff’s sab-
batical. Additionally, Jim is modifying the 
website to make it mobile friendly – any 
help he can get on this is greatly appreci-
ated! 

If you are interested in participating in 
this ministry, contact Jim at jthom-
as@nilesdiscoverychurch.org or see him 
at church for more details. 

TCYC Begins  
New Season  

September 15 

The Tri-City Youth Chorus 
will be starting its second 
season on September 15 
under the direction of Joy 
Suh. The chorus is a fun 
opportunity to help chil-
dren “Discover Their 
Voices” as they sing con-
temporary and multi-
cultural music while 
learning music-reading 
and vocal skills. The cho-
rus performs twice during 
each session, which al-
lows families and friends 
to enjoy a concert and 
also for the students to 
share their talents with a 
group of seniors who love 
their enthusiasm.  

The chorus is a non-
audition group for chil-
dren in grades 5-8. It 
meets weekly on Thurs-
days at the Niles Discov-
ery Church facility at 
36600 Niles Blvd. in the 
Niles District of Fremont. 

Information about the 
chorus can be found at 
the chorus website at 
www.tricityyouthchorus.
weebly.com . Singing in a 
chorus is great fun, so we 
hope to see you on Sep-
tember 11 to “Discover 
Your Voice!” 

On July 8, 2016, part of one of the trees between the Niles Discovery Church big parking 
lot and Niles Blvd fell. Part of the tree split off and blocked one of the lanes along Niles 
Blvd. The Fremont Police Department kept everyone safe by blocking traffic, and the 
Public Works Department  lived up to their name as they worked well into the night 
clearing the broken 
branches from the 
street. The next day, all 
that was left were some 
hunks of wood.  

A Tree Falls Onto Niles Blvd. 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT868_com_zimbra_email%22));
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT868_com_zimbra_email%22));
http://www.tricityyouthchorus.weebly.com
http://www.tricityyouthchorus.weebly.com
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JOIN OUR EMAIL LISTS 

Simply go to our website 
www.nilesdiscoverychur
ch.org, look for the “Our 
Email Lists” paragraph 
toward the bottom of the 
front page, click on the 
link, and start filling out 
the forms. You can select 
which email lists you 
want to join – for the 
newsletter, the weekly 
prayer requests, the 
weekly announcements, 
and more. 

We also encourage you 
to join our Yahoo! group.  
Go to https://
groups.yahoo.com/neo/
groups/
NilesDiscoveryChurch/
info,  
look for the purple “Join 
Group” button, click it, 
and fill out whatever 
forms Yahoo! needs you 
to complete to become 
part of the group. Once 
you’re a member of the 
group, you can send an-
nouncements to every-
one else in the group. It’s 
one more way for our 
church to keep in touch.  

The August Special Offering will be for 
school supplies 
that the Fremont 
Family Resource 
Center will make 
available to kids 
in need through-
out the Tri-Cities. 
See the article on page 1 for more de-
tails. 

This special offering will be received on 
August 14, though you are welcome to 

give to any of our special offerings at any 
time (always make checks payable to 
Niles Discovery Church). You can see the 
schedule of special offerings at http://
j.mp/specoff2016 or call the church 
office and Randy will mail you one. 

Thanks to your 
generosity, the July 
special offering of 
$875 has supple-
mented our Pas-

tors’ Discretionary Fund. Thank you! 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

SECOND SATURDAY DOCUMENTARY SERIES 

“Citizenfour” reveals the story behind  
Edward Snowden’s leak of classified documents 

The Second Saturday Documentary 
Series will feature Academy Award 
Nominee “Citizenfour” Saturday, 
August 13, at Niles Discovery 
Church, corner of Niles Blvd. and 
Nursery Ave., Fremont. The 1:30 
p.m. showing is free and open to the public.  

Dr. Sharat Lin, president of the San Jose Peace and Justice Center, will lead the 
post-screening discussion.  

Director Laura Poitras was working on a film about surveillance when Edward 
Snowden contacted her using the name “Citizenfour” in January 2013. He provided 
persuasive evidence that the American government was illegally invading the pri-
vacy of its citizens. When Snowden explained that he was not going to hide his 
identity, she convinced him to meet her in person and let her film their encounter. 

Much of Snowden’s carefully choreographed release of classified documents was 
filmed as it happened in a hotel room in Hong Kong. Poitras and Glenn Greenwald, 
a reporter for Great Britain’s The Guardian, were selected by Snowden to help him 
break the news to the world. 

Snowden, Poitras, and Greenwald try to manage a media storm and the real possi-
bility that they will be discovered, while discussing the National Security Admin-
istration’s surveillance of private citizens. Three days in a hotel room are captured 
with intensity, while interviews with US officials provide context. 

For more information about the Second Saturday Documentary Series, visit 
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org or call (510) 797-0895 during business hours.  

The Second Saturday Documentary Series is co-sponsored by Niles Discovery 
Church and the San Jose Peace & Justice Center. 

http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org
http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/NilesDiscoveryChurch/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/NilesDiscoveryChurch/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/NilesDiscoveryChurch/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/NilesDiscoveryChurch/info
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/NilesDiscoveryChurch/info
http://j.mp/specoff2016
http://j.mp/specoff2016
http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org
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Staff office hours changed on May 
1; see individual schedules below 
for details. Because of appoint-
ments and meetings, it is difficult 
for our pastors to have regular, 
posted office hours. Please call 
your pastor if you would like to 
make an appointment or have him/
her come by for a visit. None of the 
staff is available on Mondays, 2:30 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m., because they are 
in a staff meeting. Our Pastors also 
meet from noon to 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays. 

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath day is Friday 
and his day off is usually Saturday. 
He begins his sabbatical on August 
22. 

Church 
510-797-0895 

Pastor Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Pastor Brenda’s mobile 
510-828-4107 

MILDRED REYNOLDS  

LAP ROBE TYING GROUP 

The lap robe tying group met on Wednesday, June 
22 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. We tied 6 lap robes. The July 27 meeting hap-
pened after the deadline for this edition of the Bell. 
Due to the flea market, we will meet on August 31. 
All women are invited but let Dorletta know if you 
plan to attend as lunch is provided. If you know 
someone who would like one of the lap robes or a 
group that could use several lap robes, let Alison 
Kieft, Judy Molander, or Dorletta Larsen know. There 
is no charge for the lap robes.  

DAYTIME FELLOWSHIP 

The Daytime Fellowship Is on hiatus for the 
summer. Meetings will resume on 

September 19. 

EVENING FELLOWSHIP 

The Evening Women’s Fellowship continues on 
hiatus until September 14 when we will start our 

2016-2017 fiscal year. Save the second Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. for this study/fellowship group. 
The place and topic will be available later this month. 

Pastors’ And Office Schedules 

Pastor Brenda takes Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays off. She is on 
vacation through August 15. 

Cecilia Le’s hours are Mondays, 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Thurs-
days, 1:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. She is 
on vacation August 22-26. 

Randy Fewel’s hours are Mondays, 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and 
Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. 

August 31– Lap Robe Tying 
September 14 – Evening Women’s Fellowship 
September 19 – Daytime Women’s Fellowship 

September 23-25 – Fall Retreat at Mission Springs  
September 28 – Lap Robe Tying  

SAVE THE DATES 

Let The PPRC Know 

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any PPRC member – Mark Twist, 
Judy Molander, Cindy Sojourner, Ken Rasler, Beth Armstrong, Debbie Keesis, Pastor Jeff Spencer, and Pastor Brenda 
Loreman – if you have a concern about the life of the church that you want to explore. If you have a church relation-
ship that’s hurting and want some assistance in healing it, speak to one of them. 
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Diana Roeding; 
Edrea Espinoza; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Sarah Boyer; 
Ryan BoyerTaylor; 
Julia Parks; 
Ken Young; 
Jerry Hollands; 
Jan Filip; 
Janet Butcher; 
William “Butch” Butcher; 
Diane Kindle; 
Mary Ann Dillon; 
Peg Tait; 
Helen Boyer’s sister, Vieno; 

Mark Twist’s father, Arnie; 

Judy Baumgardner; 
Rebecca BoyerTaylor; 
Cindy Corey; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Maureen O’Donnell; 
John O’Donnell; 
Ellen O’Donnell; 
JoAn Parker; 
Charles Lovato; 
Bill Ball; 
Sandi Reeder; 
Barry Kean; 
Grace Rankin; 
Jack Rankin; 
Mark McConville; 
Don Anderson; 

Ken Young’s friend, Marlene Balan; 

Tom Olkowski’s brother, Paul; 

Karen Engelsen, Wendy Goodfellow’s 
sister; 

Ed Espinoza, Sarah Boyer’s and Isaiah 
and Aiyanna Espinoza’s grandfather; 

Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister; 

Rod Reyes’ niece, Tatiana; 

Rod Reyes’ grandmother; 

Mike Foster’s mother, Jan Richards; 

Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 

Dorothy Williams’ daughter, Belinda 
Williams. 

BECAUSE OF THEIR HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Chuck McCarthy and his siblings as they mourn the 
loss of their father on May 22; 

La Familia Ruckman after the death of Rich Gallegos’ 
son’s mother-in-law, Lyn Ruckman; 

Ryan Ramseyer, his father Albert Ramseyer, and 
stepmother Francyne Vezina as they grieve the 
death of Ryan’s brother A.J. Ramseyer on March 20; 

Marcia Allen and her family as they grieve the death 
of Fred Allen on February 23. 

Ann Melious and her family, as they grieve the death 
of Ann’s mother, Mary “Molly” O’Meara Melious, 
on July 6; 

Joy Hurst and her family, as they grieve the death of 
Joy’s mother, Ruby, who died on June 25; 

The family and friends of Maureen Erickson, who 
died on June 20; 

Beth Armstrong after the death of her mother on 
June 8; 

ALL WHO ARE GRIEVING, ESPECIALLY: 

People Who Are Unemployed And Under-Employed, Especially Members Of Our Church, that they find em-
ployment that fills their hearts and souls. 

People Who Are Caring For Sick, Frail, And/Or Elderly Family Members. 

The Safety (And In Some Cases The Safe Return) Of Members Of The Congregation And Our Friends And 
Loved Ones Serving In The Military, including:  Chris Swint, Scott Swint, Ben Gonzales. 

These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the 
Care Team; the Strategic Planning Team. 

Peace Throughout The Earth, offering thanks for all who work to bring God’s compassion and merciful justice 
through non-violent methods to the world. 

A reminder about this prayer list: 

If you have a prayer request that you’d like added to this list (or removed) please let Pastor Jeff know. 
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The Bell is First Class 
If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received 
it first class. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you re-
ceive in the mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to our website 
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph 
toward the bottom of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out 
the forms. You can select what email lists you want to join – for the news-
letter, the weekly prayer requests, the weekly announcements, and more. 
Then, please let Randy Fewel in the church office (510-797-0895; 
randy@nilesdiscoverchurch.org) know that you don’t need The Bell via the 
US Mail any more. 

Niles Discovery  
Church 

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 
Senior Pastor 
Rev. Brenda Loreman,  
Associate Pastor 
PO Box 2265 
Fremont CA 94536 
 
Phone: 510-797-0895 
nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

Niles Discovery  
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