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November 30 
First Sunday of Advent 

“Hope” 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

December 7 
Second Sunday of Advent 

“Peace” 
Isaiah 11:1-9 

December 14 
Third Sunday of Advent 

“Joy” 
Isaiah 55:6-13 

December 21 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

“Love” 
The choir will present 

“For Unto Us a Child Is Born” 
December 28 

First Sunday of Christmas 
“Blessings” 

Luke 2:22-40 

also 

December 21 
7:00 p.m. 

Longest Night Service 
see article, page 6. 

December 24 
11:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service 
see article, page 6. 

Starting at 7:00 p.m. on December 21, we 
will join with St. Anne's Episcopal Church 
at their facility for our Longest Night 
Service. The evening will begin with a 
labyrinth walk. The service will begin at 
7:30. See the article on page 6 for more 
details. 

Our Christmas Eve service will be at 11:00 
p.m. Pastor Jeff says that he will have 
some news from Mount William, New 
Hampshire, to share during that service. 
See page 6 for more details. 

Our final worship service at 255 H Street 
will be on December 28 at 10:00 a.m. It 
will be a time of remembering, 
celebrating, and thanking God for all the 
ways this facility has empowered the 
ministry of Niles Congregational Church 
and Niles Discovery Church. You are 
encouraged to bring a pen to this worship 
service. See the story about the Niles 
Congregational Church time capsule on 
page 4 for more details about coffee hour 
that day.  

There will be several 
special worship services 
this December. You are 
encouraged to attend 
them all. 

The four Sundays of 
Advent will include the lighting of the 
Advent candle, extra time for quiet 
contemplation, and a special coffee hour. 
The coffee hour on November 30 will be 
at 36600 Niles Blvd (barring any 
unforeseen construction problem). The 
Ministry of Christian Education Team 
invites you to decorate (and eat) 
Christmas Cookies during coffee hour on 
December 7. On December 14, our kids 
(with back-up from the Rainbow Ukulele 
Club) will lead us in singing Christmas 
Carols right after worship (while coffee 
hour is set up). And we will celebrate the 
choir on December 21. 

Speaking of the choir, they will present 
their Christmas Cantata on December 21. 
See the article about it on page 4. 

Special Worship Services Planned 

Plans For January And Beyond Announced 

Pastor Jeff shared our facilities plans for after December 31 at a Town Hall Meeting on 
November 9. 

Because our leaseback agreement with Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Association 
ends on December 31 and our new facility isn't ready for occupancy yet, the Cabinet 
has made plans for worship, choir rehearsals, and office space for our time between 
buildings. 

“We can look at this as a spiritual experiment,” Pastor Jeff said. “We have a couple 
months to experiment with what is really essential for us to be a worshiping 
community.” 
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Lots of work has been happening at 36600, both 
inside and out. The walls of both the interior and 
exterior are taking on a more finished 
appearance. 

In November, the exterior stucco was begun as 
well as the preparation for exterior painting. We had some painting delay due to the 
rain showers (we’re not complaining!), but we remain on schedule. 

Inside, the interior walls were finished with tape and texture, and all the painting was 
completed. The tile in the bathrooms and kitchen was laid, and the cabinets 
throughout the building have been installed. 

We have engaged the last of the big contracts, with two carpentry contractors for the 
very important woodwork in the sanctuary and the cabinet and finish work 
throughout the building. The wood for the sanctuary paneling, ceiling, and chancel 
screen was delivered in November, and the work began for its installation. 

The Construction Team appointed a sub-committee of members to work with Pastor 
Brenda to identify an artist and guide the design of the baptism mosaic in the rear 
patio. This selection and design process will likely continue through the holidays. 

The team has also made the final chair selection for the sanctuary, and fabric and 
finishes have been selected and ordered. The chairs are comfortable for a wide range 
of bodies, and provide flexible possibilities for many types of seating arrangements. 
At least a third of the chairs will have arms, which can be an important assistance for 
those will mobility issues. 

Although we continue to have the occasional minor setbacks and headaches that any 
project this size and complexity entails, the Construction Team is pleased with the 
progress we’re making. 

East side of the building 
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 Pouring the patio concrete 

Site of the future baptism mosaic 

Fire-suppression hood over stove area 
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Hymn Requests Sought For January 

We will be worshiping at the Macau Cultural Center starting in January (see article on page 1). 
In order to start on time and to still allow a space for people to get settled into the new loca-
tion, we will begin worship by singing a few familiar, favorite hymns. Because we won't have 
hymnals, Pastor Jeff and Pastor Brenda need to pick these out ahead of time so words can be provided. 

During the first three weeks of December, please add your hymn suggestions to your attendance form in wor-
ship. We may not get to all the hymns suggested, but Pastor Jeff says that they will keep the list to try to work in 
as many hymns as possible, if not in January, in the coming months. 
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Jeff’s Jottings 

Every Advent is the beginning of a new year (the church’s liturgical year begins on the first 
Sunday of Advent), so each Advent brings with it the offer of new beginnings. Every 
Advent has the same theme: anticipation of and creating room for God’s gift of love in our 
lives. One might think these similarities from one year to the next could turn Advent into a 
mundane season. Yet I have found that every Advent remains special. 

This year's Advent seems especially special to me. In addition to the typical themes (that I 
need to be reminded of year after year), this Advent will have a flavor of poignancy for 
me. My worshiping community will gather each week, as it has for the past nine Advents, 
to offer prayers, to open our hearts, to take hold of a hope that passes understanding. It will do this gathering in 
a sanctuary at 255 H Street, as it has for the past nine years I have been worshiping here, and for decades before 
that. And this will also be the final Advent where we will gather at this particular location. Part of my Advent 
anticipation is connected to this realization. I anticipate a mix of emotions in me. I anticipate a mix of emotions 
for many of you, too. 

Advent is a liminal time, a time of transition, a time that stands on both sides of a 
boundary. It is like a time of gestation. Mary, one of the central figures at this time 
of year, is preparing a meal or doing the laundry or hauling water from the well (or, 
in medieval art, reading a book), when an angel interrupts her ordinary life and 
everything starts to change. Something new is being prepared. 

Because of the changes we are about to experience, I am entering this season of 
Advent (which may have already begun when you read this) with a sense of 
anticipation. But that's appropriate. This is a season of longing, deep change, and 
shadowy anticipation. It is a season when we remember that God is One who 
interrupts ordinary lives and in doing so changes the world. My task, perhaps our 

task, this Advent is to find meaning, comfort, and direction in Advent’s weekly themes:  hope, peace, joy, and 
love. Let us keep my eyes open for a gentle star rising upon the horizon. 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 

P.S. Elsewhere in this edition of The Bell, you will find stories about some special worship services this month, 
about our plans for after January 1, and about an invitation for hymns suggestions. I hope you will seek these out 
and read them. 
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Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave 
feedback or comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he answers 
kids’ theological questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com. 
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Continued from Page 1 

NDC’s Plans Future Worship Services 

Sunday morning worship services will be held at the Macau Cultural Center, 109 J Street. 
Parking is across Niles Blvd. The entrance is on J Street. There is an elevator and stairs to 
the second floor (where worship services will be) and the third floor (where the 
children's Sunday School will meet). The Adult Sunday School class will do some 
experimenting of their own to figure out where or even if they will meet during this time 
between facilities. 

We will need to set up and clean up the chairs and the keyboard each week. People are 
encouraged to come early to help with set-up. 

As of the press deadline, we were still waiting for confirmation that the choir will be able 
to rehearse at Fremont Congregational Church. Pastor Jeff remains confident that this 
will work out. 

Figuring out office space has proved to be more challenging. Not wanting to spend a ton 
of money on space that will only be needed temporarily, the Cabinet has settled on 
renting an office trailer that will be parked next to the similar construction office trailer. 
This space will be used by Cecilia and Randy for their work. Pastor Brenda and Pastor 
Jeff will work out of their homes and coffee shops. “You might think of these as 
‘community office hours’,” Pastor Jeff said. He encouraged people to make sure they 
had the Pastors' cell phone numbers and to watch the church’s Facebook page for 
announcements from him and Pastor Brenda to track where they are when. Pastoral 
counseling will need to take place in people’s homes. 

There is work to be done to get ready for the move; see “Packing Party Planned” on 
page 8. Pastor Brenda says that she remains confident that we will be in the new facility 
before Holy Week. Here's to hoping she's right! 

Time capsule’s 
“Grand Opening” 

25 years ago, at the 
Centennial of the 
founding of Niles 
Congregational Church, 
a time capsule was 
buried in the Narthex at 
255 H Street. The time 
capsule was dug up 
about 10 months ago, 
just before the facility 
was sold. 

The Cabinet decided to 
have a “grand opening” 
of the time capsule 
during coffee hour on 
Sunday, December 28, 
our last Sunday at 255 H 
Street.  

Details for the “grand 
opening” are still being 
worked out, so if you 
have a memory of the 
creation and burial of 
the time capsule, please 
speak to Pastor Jeff. 

The contents of the time 
capsule will go into the 
church’s archives or may 
be included in a time 
capsule to be buried at 
36600 Niles Blvd 
sometime in 2015. 
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Kuhnau, who was Bach’s predecessor as 
music director at the churches of St. 
Nikolaus and St. Thomas. The cantata is 
scored for strings, woodwinds, organ, 
chorus, and soloists. 

The text for the cantata is drawn from 
Isaiah 6, Psalm 69, free poetry by 
Erdmann Neumeister, and a hymn by 
Kaspar Füger. Jonathan Borchardt has 
translated the text into English, and the 
performance on December 21 will mark 
the premiere of this edition. The eventual 
publication will carry a dedication to Niles 
Discovery Church and be made available 
online to all at no cost. 

A historic cantata 
for a historic 
event! On 
December 21, 
2014, the Niles 
Discovery Church 
Chancel Choir will 
perform For Us a 
Child is Born by 

Johann Kuhnau (1660-1722). 

The cantata Uns ist ein Kind geboren was 
originally performed on the first day of 
Christmas at St. Nikolaus Church in 
Leipzig, probably in 1720. Long considered 
to have been composed by J.S. Bach, the 
piece was recently reattributed to 

Choir To Offer “Historic” Cantata 
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Mildred Reynolds  
Lap Robe Tying 

Group 

The Lap Robe Tying Group’s final 
meeting of 2014 was at the home 
of Judy Molander on October 22. 8 
ladies attended and 7 lap robes 
were tied.  

Jean Kneisler is finding the names 
and addresses of local board and 
care facilities where lap robes may 
be needed.  We have several 
completed and if you would like 
one or know of someone who 
would like one, please let Dorletta 
know.   

Due to the holidays, the group will 
not meet again until January 28 at 
Judy Molander’s home. Sewing/
quilting skills not required. Let 
Dorletta Larsen know if you plan to 
attend as lunch is provided.  

Evening  
Fellowship 

The Evening Women’s Fellowship 
met at the home of Sandi Reeder 
on November 12.  Irene Vollbrecht 
lead the study based on the story of 
the woman at the well, John 4:1-
42.  Several reasons were given 
why we should continue to pray 
even when we aren’t sure it is 
working. The theme was “God is 
good, all the time;” although we 
don’t always understand.   

The January 14 meeting at 7:00 
p.m. will be at the home of Shirley 
Dunlap. Judy Molander will lead the 
study,  “Answered in God’s Timing,” 
based on John 11:1-44. All women 
are invited. 

The members of the fellowship 
voted unanimously to give $1200 to 
the Angel fund to pay for the new 
refrigerator and trim in our new 
kitchen at 36600 Niles Blvd.  

The Evening Women’s Fellowship 
does not have a regular meeting in 
December but we do have 
Christmas Tea. This year our event 
will be at Tyme for Tea on 
December 19 at 11:00 am.  The cost 
is $28.00 and payable when you 
make your reservation with 
Dorletta Larsen. Reservation 
deadline is December 15. 

Morning 
Fellowship 

 Luke, Chapter 17, verses 11-19 was 
the reading for Bible study at the 
November meeting of Morning 
Women’s Fellowship. Of the ten 
lepers whom Jesus healed only the 
Samaritan returned to Jesus to give 
thanks for being healed. Our 
discussion eventually led us to talk 
about how we welcome strangers 
into our community, especially 
those with depression and other 
mental illnesses.   During lunch, 
Marilyn Singer and Pastor Jeff 
updated us on construction and our 
temporary move beginning January 
1, 2015.   

The next meeting is on Monday, 
December 15 at noon.  We will 
meet at Fremont Congregational 
Church for a potluck lunch with 
carol singing to follow led by Alta Jo 
Adamson. 

Upcoming Fellowship Events 

December 7—RETIREMENT CELEBRATION for Rev. Dr. Paula Pociecha at 
Lafayette Church 

March 14—Women’s Spring Renewal at Woodland Christian Church  

September 25-27—WOMEN’S FALL RETREAT at Mission Springs  

Card Swipes Help Build Campership Fund 

Thank you to everyone who swiped their dedicated S.H.A.R.E.S. cards at Lucky’s and Food Max. 
We deposited $335 in the camp fund in November. If you want to join this effort, please pick up a 
card at the Scrip table. For more information about Scrip, grocery rewards programs, and other 
ways to build the campership fund, talk to Barbara Swint or Marilyn Singer. 
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Early Results Look Good In Stewardship 
Campaign 

Early results for this years pledge campaign look 
“promising,” according to Pastor Jeff. Pledge Sunday 
was November 16, just two days before the press dead-

line for this edition of The Bell, so the result are still very early. 

According to bookkeeper Cecilia Le, we received 44 pledges totaling $150,219. More 
pledges are expected, so it’s premature to compare to last year’s 62 pledges totaling 
$179,712. 

This year’s pledge campaign sought to connect our giving to the church’s mission. The 
theme, “welcome. grow. serve.” comes out of the congregation’s slogan and the mission 
and purpose statements in the bylaws. These three words were the bases of the ser-
mons on October 26, November 2, and November 9. 

You can still make financial pledges for 2015 by mailing your pledge to the office or by 
filling out the online pledge form on the church’s website. Call the church office for as-
sistance. 

Christmas Eve 
Service  

Scheduled For  
11:00 p.m. 

This year’s Christmas 
Eve service will begin at 
11:00 p.m. Everyone is 
invited to attend. Extend 
the invitation to your 
neighbors. Children are 
welcome to come in the 
PJs. The service will in-
clude special Christmas 
Anthems from the choir, 
familiar Christmas Car-
ols, and candlelight. Pas-
tor Jeff will be preach-
ing, sharing some 
“news” from Mount Wil-
liam, New Hampshire. 

“This may be one of the most important 
gifts we give the wider community,” 
Pastor Jeff said, speaking of the Longest 
Night Service. 

For many, Christmas time is a bittersweet 
time of year. For people who are dealing 
with grief, significant life changes, 
sobriety, and other challenges, this time 
of year can be especially difficult. This is 
also the time of year with the longest 
nights, so on the longest night of the year 
Niles Discovery Church offers a special, 
meditative worship service that makes 
time for remembering and sharing our 
hurting places with God. The structure of 
the service helps people open their hearts 
to hope. 

This year, the December 21 service will be 
held with St. Anne’s Episcopal Church at 
their facility at 2791 Driscoll Rd., Fremont. 
The service will begin with an optional 
labyrinth walk at 7:00 p.m. (outdoors, so 
dress appropriately). The service will 
move indoors at 7:30 p.m. and will follow 
the liturgy honed over the years by Pastor 
Jeff. The liturgy includes special music, 

scripture, silent reflection, candle lighting, 
and healing prayer. The service will be 
followed by a simple time of fellowship for 
those who wish to participate. 

The highlight of the service seems to be 
the lighting of candles. It is a quiet 
response to the scripture readings and an 
act of prayer. Pastor Jeff hopes that the 
service will provide a space for people “to 
release their anger, face their emptiness, 
have a good cry (if that’s what they need), 
and know that God cares.” 

You may benefit from this service. You 
may have friends and neighbor who 
would benefit from this service. Consider 
extending a personal invitation to this 
service and come with them as a 
supportive friend. 

MidWinter 
Registration  

Now Open 

Registration for the 
NCNC-UCC’s MidWinter 
camp (for youth in 
grades 6 to 8, and adult 
leaders) is available 
online now. The camp 
will be held January 17-
19, once again at 
Sempervirens Camp in 
Boulder Creek. Early bird 
price is just $75 per 
youth; adult price is $65. 
Go to https://
ncncucc.org/mid-winter-
registration/ to register. 

Longest Night Service   A Service Of Light In The Midst Of Darkness 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010qfUWlZs9khkdmVtOe3QrAqYPsHT7nABooXEoO5LZ_m4XCR-Y3OEd19b0ww6gahZWeyJoleNNSNM-gwwX-4zY18uL0VITPGBk29vUpLPDj0QlX7AJosfNmLxpag9Wyf2jdSBwEL96WY35RqmStoU_pSIWJZhQqiqdlk5LdB1bGwexj_azKBtdW2IY9ZxpdkzeOMk_tW6Sx0=&c=4UIftpN2WJlRrrGEERHuQ
https://ncncucc.org/mid-winter-registration/
https://ncncucc.org/mid-winter-registration/
https://ncncucc.org/mid-winter-registration/
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Special Offerings 

The December special offering will be 
going to Puente de la Costa del Sur, a non-
profit working with migrant workers and 
their families in Pescadero.  

Wendy Taylor, a now-retired UCC 
minister, began a migrant ministry in 
1998. This ministry became Puente and 
since then Puente has grown to become 
the region’s only Community Resource 
Center, serving the San Mateo County 
South Coast communities of Pescadero, La 
Honda, Loma Mar, and San Gregorio. 
Puente works with residents to develop a 
vibrant and dynamic community that 
reflects and promotes the values of self-
determination, self-sufficiency, social 
justice, commitment to the natural 
environment, and their collective history 
and heritage. They provide 

comprehensive education and leadership 
development programs designed to 
transform lives and support residents to 
advocate for themselves and their 
communities. Examples are advocating for 
fair and equitable practices in the areas of 
immigration, education, youth and food 
security. This offering will be officially 
received on December 16. See 
puentedelacostasur.org for more 
information. 

Thanks to your generosity, the November 
special offering raised $1151, which will 
be used for the family we sponsor later 
this winter in Abode Service’s Home 
Warming program. Meanwhile, the 
Turkey Fund purchased $1300 worth of 
turkeys for the Tri-City Volunteers Food 
Bank. 

Let The PPRC Know  

The Pastor Parish Relations Committee (PPRC) wants to hear from you. Contact any 
PPRC member – Ron Adamson, Mark Twist, Judy Molander, Dena Hokom, Annie 
O’Hare, Sandy Thomas, Pastor Jeff Spencer, and Pastor Brenda Loreman – if you have 
a concern about the life of the church that you want to explore. If you have a church 
relationship that’s hurting and want some assistance in healing it, speak to one of 
them. 
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Covered  
California  

Open Enrollment 
Begins 

The open enrollment 
period for health insur-
ance through Covered 
California started in mid
-November and runs 
through December 15.  
This is the time to ob-
tain, change, or renew 
your insurance.  For 
more information, go to 
http://
www.coveredca.com/. 

Emeritus Lunch 

Join church people living 
at Emeritus in Fremont 
(formerly known as Mer-
rill Gardens) for lunch on 
December 9 at noon. 
Either Pastor Brenda or 
Pastor Jeff will attend. If 
you would like to partici-
pate (whether you live 
at Emeritus or not), 
please call Irene Voll-
brecht (510-792-4642) 
to let her know by the 
Monday morning pre-
ceding the lunch. Non-
residents of Emeritus in 
Fremont are welcome, 
but it costs $11. 

It’s Stocking Time Again 

The Ministry of Social Concerns invites you once again 
to help fill stockings for Puente 
(www.puentedelacostasur.org). We have committed to 
provide shampoo and conditioners for 50 women’s 
Christmas stockings plus items for children’s Christmas 
stocking (glue sticks, Matchbox or Hot Wheels cars, 
party-size Play-Doh are especially requested; other ideas include color pencils, 
stickers, flash cards, socks, erasers, and stocking caps). There will be labeled stockings 
and bags on the stage, each labeled with one of the items. Please help us fill them! 

Because Puente is also in need of Kmart and Ross gift cards, so that the parents can do 
a little shopping for their families, there will also be a stocking for cash or gift card 
donations. We hope to have these available for your purchase through our scrip 
program, so keep an eye out for those. 

Do you miss the fun of filling the stockings? Puente is also in need of volunteers to 
help with that on December 15. Check with Judy Zlatnik for more information. 

http://puentedelacostasur.org
http://www.coveredca.com/
http://www.coveredca.com/
http://www.puentedelacostasur.org


Posada in 
Pescadero 
December 19 

Last year Palo Alto and 
Niles folks joined the 
Puente’s Posada in 
Pescadero. You can join 
Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, angels, 
visitors, and the 
Pescadero community as 
they go door to door 
seeking shelter. After 
sheltering in Pescadero 
Church (UCC) for a few 
carols, we will walk over 
to the school for a 
tamale dinner and 
Santa’s presentation of 
the Christmas stockings 
to the children of 
Puente. For more 
information contact 
John or Judy Zlatnik. 
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Packing Party Planned 

Your Ministry of Property Team has been hard at work getting things ready for our 
departure from 255 H Street. The office trailer will be delivered mid-month. Movers 
have been lined up. Some packing boxes will have already arrived by the time you read 
this. Other boxes will arrive later in the month. 

All of this work has been done to get ready for the Packing Party scheduled for Saturday, 
December 27 starting at 8:00 a.m. You are encouraged to join us to help. Kitchen 
supplies need to be boxed up. Worship supplies need to be separated into “store” and 
“we’ll need this” categories. The sanctuary sound system needs to be carefully removed. 
Our pastors will probably need some help getting their offices ready for the move. 

There is even some office furniture that either needs to go home with some new 
owners, or hauled to the street with a “free” sign on it. 

Thanks Received 

We are so grateful for the wonderful Dia de los Muertos event and its 
impact on our church family and the community.  Maria Garnica was the 
driving force and inspirational leader for those of us on the Ministry of 
Evangelism Outreach Team.  We wish to thank her for encouraging us all 
to participate fully. 

To all the creators of the altars, thank you for sharing your loved ones with us: Brenda 
Loreman and Cindy Sojourner for the community altar for Niles Discovery Church and all 
our members that brought pictures of loved ones to be remembered; Dharma Drum for 
their community altar; Maria Garnica; Carmen Serrano; Helen Boyer; Melissa Palleschi; 
Alison Kieft; Debbie Keesis; Beth Rasler; Victor Garnica Jr.; and Stephanie Briseno. 

To all those that created food to serve our guests and offered hospitality during the days 
of the altar walk, thank you:  Helen Boyer, Judy Zlatnik, Cathy West, Judy Molander, Ali-
son Kieft, Debbie Keesis, Beth Armstrong, Marilyn Singer, Judy Hollowell, Riki Twist, Bar-
bara Swint, Marjorie Fremont, Melissa Palleschi, Maria Garnica, and Beth Rasler. 

The Ministry of Evangelism and Outreach Team 
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Join Our Email Lists 
Simply go to our website 
www.nilesdiscoverychur
ch.org, look for the “Our 
Email Lists” paragraph 
toward the bottom of 
the front page, click on 
the link, and start filling 
out the forms. You can 
select what email lists 
you want to join – for 
the newsletter, the 
weekly prayer requests, 
the weekly 
announcements, and 
more. 

Theatre Outing  
Planned For January 

The Ministry of Evangelism and Outreach 
is planning a “lunch and a movie outing” 
in January. The movie will be a classic film 
presented at the Stanford Theatre.  Lunch 
will precede the movie at one Palo Alto’s 
wonderful restaurants.  We will all gather 
and carpool over to Palo Alto. It is always 
a treat and an experience to see a 
restored film in the beautifully restored 
Stanford Theatre.  Stay tuned for details in 
the worship bulletin, the “This Week” 
email blast, and the January Bell for more 
details. 

Stay In Touch With  
The Wider Church 

You can subscribe to the weekly email 
newsletters from the UCC Conference by 
going to http://bit.ly/QFhbEz and entering 
you email address. You can subscribe to 
the weekly email newsletter from the DOC 
Region by going to http://conta.cc/SlhyQL 
and typing in your email address. 

You can subscribe to email newsletters 
from the national settings of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) at http://bit.ly/
n1MzfK and the United Church of Christ at 
http://j.mp/odlTLO.  

http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org
http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org
http://bit.ly/QFhbEz
http://conta.cc/SlhyQL
http://bit.ly/n1MzfK
http://bit.ly/n1MzfK
http://j.mp/odlTLO


Golden Gate Men’s Chorus Concerts  

The Golden Gate Men’s Chorus (the 
community chorus Pastor Jeff sings in) will 
present their annual holiday concert, 
“Silver and Gold,” at St. Matthew's 
Lutheran Church, 3281 16th Street (at 
Dolores), San Francisco. The concert dates 
are Thursday, December 11, 2014, 8:00 
p.m.; Saturday, December 13, 2014, 3:00 
p.m.; Sunday, December 14, 2014, 3:00 
p.m.; Sunday, December 14, 2014, 7:00 
p.m.; and Tuesday, December 16, 2014, 
8:00 p.m. Tickets, available at 
www.ggmc.org, are $10 for students with 
ID at the door; $25 general admission; and 
$40 VIP seating. 

Community Bulletin Board 

Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are invited to submit short notic-
es that may be of interest to the rest of the congregation. Note, no commercial 
notices or partisan political announcements are allowed (to keep us from running 
afoul of regulations). Niles Discovery Church makes no representations or en-
dorsements about the events or services listed. 
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Thanksgivings for: 
All who generously 
donated to the land-
scaping at 36600 Niles 
Blvd. in memory of 
Mary Alice van Doorn. 

Continued; See page 10 

World pauses to pray for peace 

Imagine if people all around the globe paused at the same moment and 
prayed for peace. 

At noon, Greenwich Mean Time, on December 31, that will happen. It 
can be kind of tough for those of us living on the west coast of the Unit-
ed States. Noon in England is 4:00 a.m. here. But some of us are going to 
get up at for a 4:00 a.m. interfaith prayer service on December 31 
(others won’t go to sleep on December 30). The service, co-sponsored 
by the Tri-City Interfaith Council and Interfaith Women of Peace, will be held at Commu-
nity of Christ, 34050 Paseo Padre Parkway, Fremont, this year. 

Prayers from several different faith traditions will be shared by those present. The Rain-
bow Ukulele Club will offer a song or two. There will be a time of fellowship following 
the service. Invite your friends of all faith traditions to join us. 

Earl Lectures:  Be|Art|Now 

The 112th Earl Lectures and Leadership 
Conference, brings you into conversation 
and reflection with theologians, artists, 
communities, and art itself. Guided 
outings will focus on the intersections 
between arts, spirit, and social change. 
Featuring performances and lectures by 
artist-activists Adriene Thorne {pastor, 
dancer}, Michael Franti {poet, musician, 
composer}, Jinho "The Piper" Ferreira 
{playwright, musician, police officer}, and 
Tim Holmes {sculptor, philosopher}. For 
more information, contact Earl Lectures 
Coordinator Maren Haynes at 
mhaynes@psr.edu or call 510.849.8218. 

WHS Performing Arts Club Presents: The Breakfast Club 

The Washington High School Performing Arts Club will present 6 
shows of The Breakfast Club starring our own Ryan Boyer Taylor, 
Leigh-Ann Nielson, and Ryan Frisbey at the new Husky Theatre at 
Washington High School.  Performances will start at 7:00 p.m. on 
December 5, 6, 11, 12, 19 & 20.  Tickets are on sale at http://
whstheatre.com/ and prices are $8 for ASB/Seniors/Children, $10 
for Students and $12 for general admission. 

Because Of Their 
Health Concerns: 

Jean Crossley; 
Ken Rasler; 
Carl Nordling; 
Kay McFarland; 
Barbara Rosellini; 
Edrea Espinoza; 
Janet Butcher; 
William “Butch” 
Butcher; 
John O’Donnell; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
Jerry Hollands; 
Rebecca BoyerTaylor; 
Jan Filip; 
Barbara Swint; 
Jack Rankin; 
Grace Rankin; 
Jean Kneisler; 
Diana Roeding; 
Diane Kindle; 
Girven Hunter; 
Ken Young; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Sarah Boyer; 
Ryan BoyerTaylor; 
Doug Higgins; 
Fred Anderson; 
Julia Parks; 
Peg Tait; 
Alison Kieft's daughter 
and son-in-law, Kim-
berly and Mike Kolbe; 

http://www.ggmc.org
http://psr.edu/mhaynes@psr.edu
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The family of the Rev. David Borglum, 
the Fremont Congregational Church, 
and the Filipino-American Evangelical 
UCC, as they grieve the death of David 
on October 31; 

Bob Monkman and his family as they 
grieve the death of Bob’s step-father 
John “Jack” Hanadel on October 30; 

the family of Teresa Gumbert, as they 
grieve her death on October 25; 

Wendy Goodfellow and her family as 

they grieve the death of her aunt, Joan 
Baker; 

the family of Mary Alice van Doorn, 
including Steve Cooper, as they grieve 
her death on August 3; 

the extended family of Otis Highbaugh, 
as they grieve Otis’s death on July 10; 

Judi Eaton and her extended family as 
they grieve the death of her father and 
member of our church, Rollie Eaton on 
June 19; 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

Karen Engelsen, Wendy Goodfellow’s 
sister; 
Ann Melious’ mother; 
a member of our Scouts program; 
Michael Monkman, Bob Monkman’s  
brother; 
Hui-Mei Spencer, Pastor Jeff’s sister-in-law; 
Leigh-Anna Nielsen’s brother, Ross; 
Ed Espinoza, Isaiah and Aiyanna’s grand-
father; 
Amber Herod, a member of Cindy 
Corey’s extended family; 
Francis (Bud) Hollowell; 
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister; 
Ray Erickson; 

Lily Ono and her family; 
Rod Reyes’ niece, Tatiana; 
Bill Palleschi’s father, Bill Palleschi; 
Doug Swint’s dad; 
Doug Swint’s mom; 
Mike Foster’s mother, Jan Richards; 
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 
Nancy Walker’s mother and father; 
Rod Reyes’ grandmother; 
Dorothy Williams’ daughter  
Belinda Williams; 
Shirley Dunlap’s son David Dunlap; 
Shirley Dunlap’s sister Nancy Cook; 
Joy Hurst’s mom Ruby Hurst; 
 

People who Are Suffering From Personal Betrayals. 

Students whose studies include foreign travel, including Samantha Rasler, 
that they are safe and learn new academic, personal, and spiritual things, and that they 
return safely when their foreign studies are finished. 

Everyone impacted by the poisons of racism and for the day when our 
society no longer suffers from that affliction. 

The Safety (And In Some Cases Safe Return) Of Members Of The Congre-
gation And Our Friends And Loved Ones Serving In The Military, including:  
Chris Swint, Scott Swint, Ben Gonzales. 

People Who Are Homeless Or In Need Of Improved Shelter. 

Families, Including Families In Our Congregation, where there is conflict and 
disturbance, thinking especially of the children who are powerless and vulnerable in 
these situations. 

Pastors’ 
Schedules 

Due to meetings and 
appointments, it is 
difficult for Pastor Jeff 
Spencer and for Pastor 
Brenda Loreman to hold 
regular office hours. It’s 
a good idea to call 
before you drop by to 
make sure the one you 
want to see is in. Please 
call your pastor if you 
would like to make an 
appointment or have 
him/her come by for a 
visit.  

Church 
510-797-0895  

Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Brenda’s mobile  
510-828-4107  

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath 
day is Friday and his day 
off is usually Saturday. 

Pastor Brenda takes 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays off. 
Pastor Brenda will be on 
vacation December 29-
January 5.  

Cecilia Le’s hours are 
Mondays, 8:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. and 
Thursdays, 3:00 p.m to 
7:00 p.m. 

Randy Fewel’s hours are 
Mondays, 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. and 
Wednesdays, 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. 
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Christmas Eve Service 
December 24 

11:00 p.m. 
See article, page 6 

Longest Night Service 
December 21 

7:00 p.m. 
See article, page 6 

The Bell is First Class 

If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the 
mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to our website 
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph toward the 
bottom of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out the forms. You can 
select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer re-
quests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please let Randy Fewel in the 
church office (510-797-0895; randy@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) know that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more. 

http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT198_com_zimbra_email%22));

