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UPCOMING WORSHIP 

Welcome Randy Fewel 

The church’s Office Administrator, Cecilia Le, is going back to 
school, so the Personnel Committee decided to divide her 

duties into two jobs.  Cecilia will continue as the church’s 
bookkeeper.  A new position of Church Secretary was created 

and has been filled by Randy Fewel.  Randy started her training on 
July 22. 

Tour planned  
for 36600 

August 24  

The Construction Team 
will be giving a tour of 
our new site on Sunday, 
August 24, following 
worship (starting at 
around 11:30).  This 
tour will take the place 
of the Town Hall 
Meeting.  Please note 
the correct date for this 
tour.  A letter sent by 
the Construction Team 
in mid-July said the tour 
would be on the second 
Sunday but this date 
has changed due to 
windows being installed 
during the week 
preceding August 24. Continued; See “New Church Secretary” page 4 
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Much Smaller Flea Market For NDC This Year August 30-31 

Since Niles Discovery Church no longer owns the 
property at 255 H St., we will have a much smaller 
presence for the Flea Market this year. 

Flea Market weekend is August 30-31, which also 
happens to be Labor Day weekend.  We will only have 
the lawn in front of the church along 3rd St. to sell 
items and people will be responsible for setting up, 
pricing, selling, and cleaning up their unsold items 
each day.  Sellers are expected to donate their 

earnings to the church.  As of the press deadline, we are negotiating the ability to 
store unsold items in the church building overnight on Saturday. 

We will also be selling parking spaces at 36600 Niles Blvd.  If you would like to help 
with that effort, please contact Debbie and Chris Keesis. 

We will not have a worship service on August 31.  If you are not participating in the 
Flea Market or in selling parking spaces, our Pastors encourage you to be a “Mystery 
Worshipper” that day.  They got the idea from Ship of Fools (www.shipoffools.com).  
For over 15 years, Ship of Fools has sent “Mystery 
Worshippers” to churches who then write a review of their 
worship experience. “Travelling incognito, they ask those 
questions which go to the heart of church life: How long was 
the sermon? How hard the pew? How cold was the coffee? 
How warm the welcome?”  They then write up a review of 
their worship experience. 

Pastor Jeff and Pastor Brenda aren’t asking for written church 
reviews, but they are interested in ideas you come back with to 
help us welcome the first-time worshippers at Niles Discovery 
Church.  Please share your ideas with them that will help us 
make our church not just physically accessible, but emotionally 
and spiritually accessible, too. 

August 3  
“Wrestling with God” 

Genesis 32:22-31 

August 10  
“Step On Out”  

Matthew 14:22-33 

August 17  
“Where the Rubber  

Hits the Road”  
Matthew 15:10-28 

August 24 
“Being Transformed” 

Romans 12:1-8 

August 31 
Flea Market weekend 

be a “mystery worshipper”  

http://www.shipoffools.com


Patio Preperations A Complicated Roof Junction Parking Lot Shifts West 
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Future Main (West) Door Sanctuary Wall Panel Sample Sanctuary Ceiling Mock-up 
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The Construction Team has been very happy with the 
quality of work done so far and things seemed to be going 
along quite smoothly when, in mid-July, they got word 
that the General Contractor, Canyon Construction, was 
closing their doors.  Canyon explained that a large client in 
San Francisco hasn’t paid their bills and cash-flow issues 
have caused them to make this decision. 

The Construction Team is working with some of the 
Canyon staff (now functioning as consultants to the 
church) through this transition as they find a new General 
Contractor.  Some subcontractor work continues, with the 
Construction Team focusing on making the building water-
tight so interior work can begin in earnest. 

The Construction Team isn’t sure how far this change may 
set the schedule back, but they are doing their best to 
minimize delays. 

You can always contact a Construction Team member if 
you have specific questions. 

Office & Classroom Selections 

Mark & Matt Display  
A Lighting Sample 

Sanctuary Selections 

Helen Degenhardt Reviews 
Interior Design Samples 
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The Pastor’s To-Be-Read Pile 

As a life-long reader, collector of books, and former English teacher and seminarian, I have a 
substantial “to-be-read” pile (or TBR, as book lovers call them). I have a friend who actually 
measures her pile in square feet; I don’t do that, but if I did, it would cover a good deal of area. 
Summer—and a vacation trip involving long plane flights—is always one of those times I look 
forward to knocking some books off my TBR pile. I thought I’d share the ones on top that I hope 
to get through in the month of August; if you choose to read some of them, too, I’d love to chat 
about them: 

The Burgess Boys, by Elizabeth Strout   
My book club read Strout’s Pulitzer Prize-winner, Olive Kitteridge, a couple of years ago and loved her portrait of 
small-town Maine characters, gifted narrative, and gentle humor. We’ve been looking forward to her latest novel, a 
family saga of two brothers—both attorneys—and their troubled relationship. When the Burgess boys are called 
home to their small Maine town to defend their nephew, the long-standing tensions in the family emerge in 
unexpected ways. 

Learning to Walk in the Dark, by Barbara Brown Taylor  
Those of you who attend the Adult Sunday School class will be familiar with Taylor, since the class read her 
luminous work An Altar in the World. She’s one of my favorite writers, spiritual or literary. In this new work, Taylor 
explores the darkness—both figurative and literal. In her exploration, she “learns things in the dark that I could 
never have learned in the light, things that have saved my life over and over again, so that there is really only one 
logical conclusion. I need the darkness as much as I need light.” Taylor reminds us that to be spiritually complete, 
we must learn to find God even in the dark. 

The Gospel of Mary of Magdala: Jesus and the First Woman Apostle, by Karen L. King   
When the canon of the New Testament was being set by the early church, there were many “gospels” in 
circulation—stories of the life, sayings, and teachings of Jesus. Only four gospels made it into the final list, but 
fragments of the other early writings survived in obscurity, to be rediscovered by scholars and archeologists in the 
19th and 20th centuries. The Gospel of Mary of Magdala is one of these. This book by Karen King, a scholar at 
Harvard Divinity School, translates and interprets the text of this rediscovered gospel, putting it in context with the 
canonical gospels and early Christian history. 

What We Talk About When We Talk About God, by Rob Bell 
In this book, evangelical-preacher-turned-progressive Bell aims to upset our tired, traditional concepts of God and 
give us a new language for talking about the Divine in fresh and vital ways. Bell believes that God is with us, for us, 
and ahead of us, always pulling us forward into the future—not back into the past—and seeking to be in 
relationship with us as our all-in-all. I’ve heard Rob Bell speak twice in the last few years, and he’s a fantastic 
speaker—the kind that gives me preacher-envy. I’m looking forward to seeing how his writing lives up to his 
preaching. 

Footprints in the Snow: The Autobiography of a Chinese Buddhist Monk, by Chan Master Sheng Yen  
When Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Association moved into 255 H Street, they gifted me with a short stack of 
books by Master Sheng Yen, the founder of the organization. One of them was Master Sheng Yen’s autobiography, 
covering his poverty-stricken upbringing in China, his post-WW II experience in the Nationalist Army, his transition 
into monastery life, and his founding of DDMBA in Taiwan and the United States. It is a delight to read, moving and 
wise, and has given me insight into the spiritual tradition of our friends at DDMBA. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brenda 
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Emeritus Lunch 

Join church people living 
at Emeritus in Fremont 
(formerly Merrill 
Gardens) and at least 
one of our pastors for 
lunch on August 12 at 
noon. If you would like 
to participate (whether 
you live at Emeritus or 
not), please call Irene 
Vollbrecht (510-792-
4642) to let her know by 
the Monday morning 
preceding the lunch. 
Non-residents of 
Emeritus in Fremont are 
welcome, but it costs 
$11. 

Continued from Page 1 New Church Secretary 

Randy is very excited about coming to work for Niles Discovery Church. Her career has 
been in developing and implementing life-enhancing programs in public and non-profit 
environments. Randy recently retired from 12 years as a computer applications 
instructor and assessment coordinator at Santa Rita Jail in Dublin. She has worked as a 
housing coordinator for Allied Housing and helped develop the award winning Housing 
Scholarship Program now run by the City of Fremont. She currently is the occasional 
GED examiner for Santa Rita Jail and substitutes for the jail's Barbering and Cosmetology 
classes. She has experience in program management, job development, and teaching 
homeless, low-income, and incarcerated adults. 

Randy has a Masters in Business Management from the University of Phoenix and has 
participated in numerous community organizations including:  City of Fremont Citizens 
Advisory Committee, the American Association of University Women, the Boy Scouts of 
America, and The Bread Project, in Berkeley. Randy is a member of the Fremont 
Freewheelers Bicycle Club and now, instead of teaching behind bars, she enjoys riding 
behind bars (handlebars). 

Special Offerings 
It's your turn to be a kid again! The 
August special offering is for School 
Supplies so check out all the school 
supply specials going on now and 
stock up on the supplies a 

child will need to start 
school in the fall.   

The Ministry for 
Christian Education 
is collecting back-

packs and school 
supplies to donate to the Viola 

Blythe Center in Newark.  We have 

will use to shop for additional sup-
plies.  This offering will be officially 
received on August 10, and, as with 
all our special offerings, you can 
give at any time. 

Thanks to your generosity, the July 
special offering raised $1985 for the 
Pastors’ Discretionary Fund. 

You can see the schedule of special 
offerings at http://bit.ly/1jp11fD or 
call the church office and Cecilia will 
mail you one. 

a list of needed supplies on the lip 
of the stage on Sundays and posted 
on the church newsblog at http://
wp.me/p3WnSo-47.  

Please bring backpacks and school 
supplies to the church no later than 
August 17.  You can also make a 
cash donation which the MCE Team 

Interfaith Community to gather for “Harmony Picnic” August 2 

The Tri-City Interfaith Council is hosting an “Interfaith Harmony Picnic” on Saturday, 
August 2, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., at Meyer Park, 38225 Glenmoor Dr., Fremont. Co-
sponsored with the Alameda County Human Relations Commission, Interfaith Women 
of Peace, and Pax Christi, the organizers hope people from many faith tra-
ditions will come to share snacks, informal conversation, and games.  

People are encouraged to bring chairs, umbrellas, toys for kids, and 
some finger foods to share.  Drinks and paper products will be pro-
vided. “Let’s enjoy the summer with family and friends while learn-
ing about each other,” Moina Shaiq encouraged as she announced the event. 

Join our email lists 

Simply go to our website www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” 
toward the bottom of the front page, click on the link, and fill out the forms.  

Exiting the Building 

Since no one in our 
church has a key to the 
office courtyard door or 
gate, please make a 
habit of exiting the 
building by the 3rd 
Street or Sanctuary 
doors on Sundays.  
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Let The PPRC know  

The Pastor Parish 
Relations Committee 
(PPRC) wants to hear 
from you. Contact Ron 
Adamson, Mark Twist, 
Judy Molander, Dena 
Hokom, Annie O’Hare, 
Sandy Thomas, Pastor 
Jeff Spencer or Pastor 
Brenda Loreman, if you 
have a concern about 
the life of the church. 
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Daytime  
Fellowship 

Summer Break:  June – August  

Mildred Reynolds  
Lap Robe  

Tying Group 

The meetings are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month.   This group continues 
through the summer. Sewing/quilting skills not 
required. Let Dorletta Larsen know if you plan to 
attend as lunch is provided.  

Evening  
Fellowship 

Summer Break:  July – August  

Community Bulletin Board 

Members and friends of Niles Discovery Church are invited to submit short no-
tices that may be of interest to the rest of the congregation. Note, no commer-
cial notices or partisan political announcements are allowed (to keep us from 
running afoul of regulations). Niles Discovery Church makes no representations 
or endorsements about the events or services listed. 

City seeks Nursery Park Master Plan feedback:   

The City of Fremont has hired PGA Design to create a master plan for the California Nursery 
Historical Park, located across the street from our future location at 36600 Niles Blvd.  A two-page 
questionnaire about the park is available in the church office for you to complete and mail to PGA 
Design. 

Thanks received 

Dear Niles Discovery Church, 

Thank you so much for getting me a scholarship to go to camp! I am grateful and again 
not disappointed in the results.  I had tons of fun, enjoying every little moment being 
with all the wonderful people that gather for the magic that takes place atop that 
mountain [at the Community of the Great Commission]. I couldn’t be more pleased 
with getting to go for my fifth year. I wait a whole year to be able to hold all of those 
people in my arms, so thank you for the laughs and smiles that you have indirectly 
brought to me. 

Mary Renée Howe 

[ed:  This is why using scrip if you’re going to go shopping anyway is so important.  
Thank you for your support of our campership program.] 

New Church Directory available August 10 

Based on the data you provided the office during July, we are producing a new Church 
directory. It will be available on Sunday mornings starting August 10 in Ford Hall. 

Remember, we always want to know about the gift of your presence on Sundays at 
worship, no matter who you are. You don’t need to fill in all the information if it’s 
already in our database, but please include your name and the date. You are also 
welcome to use the form to share a thought, let your pastors know about a prayer 
request, give some sermon feedback, etc. 

Lunches With  
The Pastors  

Most months, one or 
both of the pastors 
invites you to join them 
for lunch on the third 
Sunday of the month.  
This month there are 
two lunches.  Pastor 
Brenda invites you to 
join her for a no-host 
lunch on Sunday, August 
17, at My Café, 5475 
Thornton Ave, Newark, 
at about 12:15 p.m. 

On the same day, Pastor 
Jeff invites the kids of 
the church to join him at 
the Linde-Goodfellow 
home, 38037 Glenmoor 
Dr., Fremont, at around 
11:30 a.m. for a Swim 
Party! Lunch will be 
provided. Bring a friend 
and join in the fun! 
Questions? Please call 
Marilyn Singer at 510-
657-1969. 
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Pastors’  
Schedules 

Due to meetings and 
appointments, it is 
difficult for Pastor Jeff 
Spencer and for Pastor 
Brenda Loreman to hold 
regular office hours. It’s 
a good idea to call 
before you drop by to 
make sure the one you 
want to see is in. Please 
call your pastor if you 
would like to make an 
appointment or have 
him/her come by for a 
visit.  

Church 
510-797-0895  

Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Brenda’s mobile  
510-828-4107  

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath 
day is Friday and his day 
off is usually Saturday.  

Pastor Brenda takes 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays off.   

Cecilia Le’s hours are 
Mondays, 8:00-11:30 
and Thursdays, 3:00-
7:00. 

Randy Fewel’s hours are 
Mondays, 1:00-5:00 and 
Wednesdays, 8:00-2:00. 

The extended family of Otis Highbaugh, 
as they grieve Otis’s death on July 10; 

Judi Eaton and her extended family as 
they grieve the death of her father and 
member of our church, Rollie Eaton on 
June 19; 

the family of Clark Redeker, who died on 
May 30; 

Dena Hokom and her extended family 
as they grieve the death of her sister 
Verta Blevins on March 25; 

Judy Molander and her family as they 
grieve the death of her husband Frank 
on March 23; 

the family of Louie Benites, who died on 
March 20. 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

These Leaders Of Our Congregation: members of the Cabinet; the Construction 
Team; Pastor Jeff Spencer; Pastor Brenda Loreman; the Care Team. 
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Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Amber Herod, a member of Cindy 
Corey’s extended family; 
Francis (Bud) Hollowell; 
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister; 
Hui-Mei Spencer, Pastor Jeff’s sister-in-law; 
Joan Baker, Wendy Goodfellow’s aunt; 
Ray Erickson; 
Lily Ono and her family; 
Rod Reyes’ niece, Tatiana; 
Bill Palleschi’s father, Bill Palleschi; 
Doug Swint’s dad; 
Doug Swint’s mom; 
Mike Foster’s mother, Jan Richards; 
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 
Nancy Walker’s mother and father; 
Rod Reyes’ grandmother; 
Dorothy Williams’ daughter  
Belinda Williams; 
Shirley Dunlap’s son David Dunlap; 
Shirley Dunlap’s sister Nancy Cook; 
Joy Hurst’s mom Ruby Hurst; 
The Rev. David Borglum, the Fremont 
Congregational Church, and the Filipino-
American Evangelical UCC as Pastor Da-
vid continues treatment for pancreatic 
cancer. 

Mary Alice van Doorn 
Edrea Espinoza 
Janet Butcher; 
William “Butch” Butcher; 
Charlotte O’Donnell; 
John O’Donnell; 
Christina Monkman; 
Jerry Hollands; 
Jan Filip; 
Barbara Swint; 
Bill Palleschi; 
Jack Rankin; 
Grace Rankin; 
Don Anderson; 
Jean Kneisler; 
Diana Roeding; 
Diane Kindle; 
Girven Hunter; 
Ken Young; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Sarah Boyer; 
Ryan BoyerTaylor; 
Doug Higgins; 
Fred Anderson; 
Julia Parks; 
Isaiah and Aiyanna’s grandfather  
Ed Espinoza; 
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Those Who Are Seeking Justice in one form or another, including Gloria Romeo’s 
friend, Madelynn. 

Refugees, Asylum Seekers, Internally Displaced Persons, Returnees, And 
Stateless Persons. 
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The Bell is First Class 

If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the 
mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to our website 
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph toward the 
bottom of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out the forms. You can 
select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer re-
quests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please let Randy Fewel in the 
church office (510-797-0895; randy@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) know that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more. 

N I L E S  D I S C O V E R Y  
C H U R C H  

N I L E S  
D I S C O V E R Y  
C H U R C H  

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

PO Box 2265 

255 H Street 

Fremont CA 94536 

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org/
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