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UPCOMING WORSHIP 

July 6  
“Yoked Together”  

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

July 13  
“Family Values”  

Genesis 25:19-34 

July 20 
“Wherever, Whatever”  

Genesis 29:10-19a 

July 27  
“The Kin-dom of  

Heaven Is Like … ”  
Matthew 13:31-38, 44-52 

Let The PPRC Know  

The Pastor Parish 
Relations Committee 
(PPRC) wants to hear 
from you. Contact any 
PPRC member – Ron 
Adamson, Mark Twist, 
Judy Molander, Dena 
Hokom, Annie O’Hare, 
Pastor Jeff Spencer, and 
Pastor Brenda Loreman 
– if you have a concern 
about the life of the 
church that you want to 
explore. If you have a 
church relationship 
that’s hurting and want 
some assistance in 
healing it, speak to one 
of them. 
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Cabinet moves again 

At a thorough but stuffy 
meeting on June 16, the 
Cabinet decided to move 
both their start time and 
their meeting location. The 
new start time is 7:15 p.m. 
The July meeting will be at 
the Palleschi's’ home. 

Meetings will move to the Hollowells’ 
home during the following months. 

Town Hall Meeting   
July 13 

We will get another construction update 
at a brief Town Hall Meeting on July 13. It 
will be held in Ford Hall and begins after 
people have had a chance to get some 
coffee and snacks during coffee hour.  

Now that the walls are up, the 
construction work has moved inside. See 
The Construction Corner on Page 2 for 
pictures of the current efforts. 

New Church Directory coming 

The office will be producing a new Church Directory the first week of 
August. We want to make sure your information is correct. If you 
think there’s a possibility that some of your contact information is 
inaccurate, please fill in an attendance form in worship and check 
the “Update my information in the database” box. Cecilia will use 
that as a flag to double check your data. If you won’t be in worship 
during the month of July, please send Cecilia an email 
(cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) or a postcard with updated 
information. 

Remember, we always want to know about the gift of your presence on Sundays at 
worship, no matter who you are. You don’t need to fill in all the information if it’s 
already in our database, but please include your name and the date. You are also 
welcome to use the form to share a thought, let your pastors know about a prayer 
request, give some sermon feedback, etc. 

Interfaith Community to gather for “Harmony Picnic” August 2 

The Tri-City Interfaith Council is hosting an “Interfaith 
Harmony Picnic” on Saturday, August 2, 2:00 p.m.— 4:00 
p.m. The location of the picnic is still being determined, but it 
will probably be in one of the city parks in the Tri-Cities. The 
organizers hope people from many faith traditions will come 
to have a late lunch and to share in informal conversation and 
games. This is an opportunity for people to get together and 
find common ground of personal stories, values, and hopes. 

More information will be published in next month’s The Bell and in Sunday worship 
bulletins as it becomes available. 

mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org


Ductwork in the Fellowship Hall Main Office Ductwork Dbl. Sheetrock  Firewall at Ceiling 
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Mark in the Storage Room HVAC Unit in Ceiling HVAC Rough Air Return 
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 At a special meeting on May 28, the Construction team 

decided to hire Naomi Kamiya as our project manager. 
Naomi comes to us with a BS in civil engineering, a general 
contractor’s license, and 25 years of professional 
construction management experience. She successfully 
led our sister churches, Eden UCC and First Congregational 
Church of Berkeley through their recent renovation 
projects. Naomi will represent our interests with both the 
architect and the contractor, and strive to keep the 
project on time and on budget. The whole team has been 
very impressed with her work so far.  

The construction at 36600 continues, as the rough framing  

has been completed, and interior work has begun. From now on it will be harder to see progress, since most of 
the intense work will be happening inside. By the end of June, the rough (i.e. inside the walls) electrical, plumb-
ing, HVAC and fire sprinkler equipment should be completed. The custom doors and windows for the building 
have been ordered and are being fabricated. 

Marilyn Singer has been working diligently to arrange the elements of the kitchen for ease of use and organiza-
tion, and she has been able to reuse many of the cabinets from the original kitchen.  
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Jeff’s Jottings 

“The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and spiritual traditions, 
calling us always to treat all others as we wish to be treated ourselves. Compassion impels 
us to work tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of our fellow creatures, to dethrone ourselves 
from the centre of our world and put another there, and to honour the inviolable sanctity of 
every single human being, treating everybody, without exception, with absolute justice, 
equity and respect. 

It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and empathically 
from inflicting pain. To act or speak violently out of spite, chauvinism, or self-interest, to impoverish, exploit or deny 
basic rights to anybody, and to incite hatred by denigrating others – even our enemies – is a denial of our common 
humanity. We acknowledge that we have failed to live compassionately and that some have even increased the sum 
of human misery in the name of religion. 

We therefore call upon all men and women to restore compassion to the centre of morality and religion ~ to return 
to the ancient principle that any interpretation of scripture that breeds violence, hatred or disdain is illegitimate ~ to 
ensure that youth are given accurate and respectful information about other traditions, religions and cultures ~ to 
encourage a positive appreciation of cultural and religious diversity ~ to cultivate an informed empathy with the 
suffering of all human beings – even those regarded as enemies. 

We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our polarized world. Rooted in a 
principled determination to transcend selfishness, compassion can break down political, dogmatic, ideological and 
religious boundaries. Born of our deep interdependence, compassion is essential to human relationships and to a 
fulfilled humanity. It is the path to enlightenment, and indispensable to the creation of a just economy and a 
peaceful global community.” 

That is the text of the “Charter for Compassion.” 

On February 28, 2008 acclaimed scholar and bestselling author Karen Armstrong received the TED Prize (you can 
see her TED speech here: http://bit.ly/1yfWMJZ) and made a wish – to help create, launch, and propagate a Charter 
for Compassion. After much work and the contribution of thousands of people, the Charter was unveiled to the 
world on November 12, 2009. 

“The Charter for Compassion is a document that transcends religious, ideological, and national differences,” the 
website for the Charter says. “Supported by leading thinkers from many traditions, the Charter activates the Golden 
Rule around the world. 

“The Charter for Compassion is a cooperative effort to restore not only compassionate thinking but, more 
importantly, compassionate action to the center of religious, moral and political life. Compassion is the principled 
determination to put ourselves in the shoes of the other, and lies at the heart of all religious and ethical systems.” 

The Tri-City Interfaith Council, a local organization that I am active in, is inviting individuals from all faith 
communities in the Tri-Cities to sign the Charter. You can do this at http://charterforcompassion.org/the-charter. 
They are inviting Faith Communities to sign the Charter, becoming Partner Organizations. I will be asking the 
Cabinet to designate Niles Discovery Church as a Partner. And then the Tri-City Interfaith Council will be working on 
getting Fremont, Union City, and Newark to become Compassionate Cities. 

I hope you will give serious consideration to joining this movement. 

Compassionately, 
Pastor Jeff 

Pastor Jeff’s personal blog is at jeffsjottings.wordpress.com. He is publishing his sermons there so you can leave feedback or 
comments. He has started another blog, “Does God Care When My Mom Kills Slugs?” where he answers kids’ theological 
questions. You can read it at askrevjss.wordpress.com. 

http://bit.ly/1yfWMJZ
http://charterforcompassion.org/the-charter
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 Report On The CCNC-N Annual Meeting  

The Rev. Mary Jacobs, Transitional Interim Regional Minister of the Christian Church of 
Northern California-Nevada Region (CCNC-N), wrote the following report on the 
Region’s Annual Meeting in early May.  Delegates Dorletta Larsen and Valerie Parker, 
Regional staff member Jim Thomas, and Pastor Jeff Spencer attended the meeting.  

Redeemable Cans 
and Bottles 

Needed!!  

Having parties?? Going 
picnicking?? Drinking 
more sodas?? Collect 
those redeemable cans 
and bottles and bring 
them to the church, or 
contact Rich Gallegos 
rich.a.gallegos@gmail.com 
or Judy Zlatnik 
jzlatnik@yahoo.com for 
pick-up of large 
amounts!   

After we have funds 
saved for our El 
Salvadorian student‘s 
educational expenses, 
our proceeds will be 
donated to the Sister of 
the Holy Family (and 
matched by them) for 
their assistance 
programs for Alameda 
County and Bay Area 
girls victimized by 
human trafficking.  

Report From My 
Summer vacation  

I passed a church in St. 
Michaels, Maryland 
that had this on its 
message board: 

"Never put a question 
mark where God has 
placed a period." 

Travel is broadening, 
but it is always good to 
be home! 

Marilyn Singer 

mailto:rich.a.gallegos@gmail.com
mailto:jzlatnik@yahoo.com
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Mildred Reynolds  
Lap Robe Tying Group 

The Lap Robe Tying Group met at 
the home of  Judy Molander on 
May 28.  6 members were present 
and 5 lap robes were tied.  On June 
14, Sandi Reeder took 24 lap robes 
to the Hospice at Veterans Hospital 
in Palo Alto.  

The meetings are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month.   This group continues 
through the summer. Sewing/
quilting skills not required. Let 
Dorletta Larsen know if you plan to 
attend as lunch is provided.  

If you would like one of the lap 
robes or know of someone who 
would like one, please let Dorletta 
know. We have both men and 
women designs. 

Evening  
Fellowship 

The Evening Women’s Fellowship 
had their final meeting of the 2013-
2014 year at the home of Dorletta 
Larsen on June 11. We finished the 
study “That’s the Point: Thirsty, 
Hungry, Filled” from New Day for 
Christians. This study has explored 
the concept of “centering” our lives 
of prayer and action by renewing 
faith practices of meditation, 
forgiveness, and working for 
justice.  

The meetings are held in the homes 
of members on the second 
Wednesday  of each  month  at 
7:00 p.m. except in July, August, 
and December.  

Summer Break 
July – August  

The First meeting of 2014-2015 
year will be on September 10.  The 
study will be “I called … God 
answered … I am changed” from 
New Day for Christian Women.  

Daytime  
Fellowship 

The June picnic potluck was held at 
Fremont Congregational Church.  
We enjoyed a wonderful array of 
salads and desserts, brought by 
those attending.   Two first time 
attendees, Marjorie Fremont and 
Barbara Babcock, joined us.  

As we talked, several of us 
suggested summer activities.   A 
popular suggestion was to take any 
of the ferries to relax and enjoy the 
views from the water while 
travelling to points of interest 
around the Bay. 

Summer Break 
June – August  

The next meeting will be on 
September 15, 2014. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR WOMEN 

Fall Retreat will be at Mission 
Springs September 12-14. Sharon 
Watkins will be the featured 
speaker. Registration materials are 
available in the church office. 

Ministry of Social Concerns needs volunteers  

Ministry of Social Concerns needs a volunteer to coordinate the holiday collection of stocking 
items as our wonderful organizer, Carol Easter, is now working with the ministry of Christian 
Education. She will lend us all the materials. If you’d rather help with the turkey drive in October - 
November or the Senior Night out event in October, let us know. If your passions lie more with 
Injustice Against Palestinians or the growing economic disparity among Americans, you could give 

us assistance in those areas on a short-term basis.  

MSC would also like to work toward establishing our church as a green congregation. Our hopes are large and our 
group is small. You can help us in many ways that do not require regular meetings or an all year commitment. Talk 
to Judy Zlatnik if you would like to know more!! 

Making Contributions 

If you have your bank automatically send a check to the church, please make sure the name on the check is Niles 
Discovery Church, and please use PO Box 2265, Fremont 94536 as the address (not our street address). 
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SUMMER EVENTS   
 

Thursday Evening Summer Concert Series  
at Lake Elizabeth Bandstand by the Senior Center 

Concerts are free  

July 24  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Jukebox Heros: Decades of Billboard Hits 

It’s best to arrive between 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.  The parking lot near the Senior 
Center fills up by 5:15 p.m. You’ll want to bring a chair or blanket to sit on.  You 
can pack a picnic dinner for you and your family or dinners are available for 
purchase, most likely between $5 and $7.  We will try to have an area set up for  a 
group.  Look for Niles Discovery Church lawn signs.   

Star Struck Theatre  Presents “Shrek”  
at the indoor Smith Center Theatre at Ohlone College 

Students $19, Seniors $23 and  Adults $25 

August 2  7:30 p.m. 

A block of 20 seats have been reserved for Niles Discovery Church.  Any unsold 
seats must be returned on July 20 so purchase your tickets soon. Make checks out 
to Star Stuck Theatre. Melissa Palleschi will collect the checks.  Call 510-894-2520 
for any additional information. Those interested in dinner before theatre will meet 
at restaurant yet to be decided. 

Progressive Dinner 
MUST SIGN UP FOR THIS EVENT BY AUGUST 16 

Appetizer, Salad, Main Dish, or Dessert 

August 23  
5:00 p.m.  for Appetizers/6:30 p.m. for Dinner/8:00 p.m. for Dessert 

The evening will include 3 stops: Appetizers, Dinner, and Dessert. Those in 
attendance will be asked to bring one dish to share. Please sign up for an 
appetizer, salad, main dish, or dessert. 

The lunches with the 
pastors schedule has 
shifted. Lunches will 
continue to be on the 
third Sunday of the 
month, but some 
months there will only 
be one lunch – either for 
kids or for adults/
families. 

This month, is an adult/
family lunch. You are 
invited to join Pastor Jeff 
for no-host lunch on 
Sunday, July 20, at the 
Rose Garden, 33348 
Alvarado Niles Rd, Union 
City, at about 12:15. 

Exiting the 
Building 

Because no one in our 
church has a key to the 
office courtyard door or 
courtyard gate, it would 
be helpful if you make it 
a habit to exit the 
building by the 3rd 
Street or Sanctuary 
doors on Sundays. This is 
especially important if 
you notice that the 
courtyard gate is closed. 
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1st through 5th Grade Boys Wanted for   
Cub Scout Pack 112 

Pack 112 welcomes 1st-5th grade boys from Niles, Vallejo Mill, 
Azevada, Prince of Peace, Fremont Christian, Kimber Hills Academy 
schools as well as home schoolers.  They host a variety of events in-
cluding Pine Wood Derby, camp outs, hikes and food drives.  If your 
son is interested in joining, please attend a Pack meeting on the 4th 
Wednesday of most months at 7:00 p.m. in the Vallejo Mill Multi-Use or visit their web 
site at http://pack112fremont.scoutlander.com/publicsite/unithome.aspx?UID=2439.  



Special Offerings 

The July special offering is for the 
Pastors’ Discretionary Fund. This fund is 
used by the pastors to assist our own 
members and friends who are facing 
significant financial challenges. 
Examples of past uses include paying for 
new tires on a car so a family in our 
church could get to doctor 
appointments safely, paying for hotel 
rooms to keep a family from 
homelessness, and paying for 
prescription medicine that wouldn’t 
have been taken otherwise. 

This offering will be officially received on 
July 13, and, as with all our special 
offerings, you can give at any time. 

Thanks to your generosity, the June 
special offering raised $838 for the 
evangelism offerings of our 
denominations. 

You can see the schedule of special 
offerings at http://bit.ly/1jp11fD or call 
the church office and Cecilia will mail 
you one. 

Emeritus  
Lunch 

Join church people living 
at Emeritus in Fremont 
(formerly known as 
Merrill Gardens) and at 
least one of our pastors 
for lunch on July 8 at 
noon. If you would like 
to participate (whether 
you live at Emeritus or 
not), please call Irene 
Vollbrecht (510-792-
4642) to let her know by 
the Monday morning 
preceding the lunch. 
Non-residents of 
Emeritus in Fremont are 
welcome, but it costs 
$11. 
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Dear Members, Friends & Loyal Followers of Niles Discovery Church, 

The purpose of this letter is to ask you to contribute to the Angel Fund and in particular 
to the hearing assistance effort.  Our immediate goal is to install a hearing aid assisted 
sound system in the worship space and fellowship hall. 

We are looking at a loop system that is compatible with any hearing aid equipped with a 
telecoil. The vast majority of hearing aids come with the telecoil feature.  To learn more 
about it go to http://www.hearingloop.org/fq_broadcasts.htm.  There will also be 
portable units that can be checked out if a member or guest does not have a 
compatible hearing device.   

The cost to purchase and install this loop system is $15,000.  Melissa has already made 
a contribution to this fund as a memorial gift for her mother, Lil Hayden. 

The Singer & Palleschi families are ready to add $2000 to the fund in the form of a 
challenge grant. We will match donations, dollar for dollar up to $2000.  Sounds just like 
KQED doesn't it?  

And, here is even a better part.  If you want to donate a sizable amount but can't write a 
check today, we have online giving so you can pledge $10 or $20 or any amount a 
month by credit card.  Just like KQED!  Ask Bill Paleschi how to do it if that method of 
giving seems sensible for you or if you have questions regarding the system. 

We need to move quickly to minimize installation costs.  We can save a considerable 
amount If we install our loops before the sheet rock is complete. Canyon Construction 
expects to begin sheet rocking near the end of July, so this project needs to be funded 
quickly.  Please consider making a donation today. 

Thanks for your support, 

Bill & Melissa Bob & Marilyn 

Congratulations  
to … 

George 
and 
Diana 
Roeding 
are the 
proud grandparents of 
two graduates this 
spring. Martial 
Mendenhall graduated 
from Irvington High 
School on June 13, 2014. 
Marin Mendenhall 
received her Master of 
Arts in Curriculum & 
Instruction May 24, 
2014, from San Jose 
State University (and her 
teaching credential this 
past December). 
Congratulations to 
Martial and Marin! 
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Pastors’  
Schedules 

Due to meetings and 
appointments, it is 
difficult for Pastor Jeff 
Spencer and for Pastor 
Brenda Loreman to hold 
regular office hours. It’s 
a good idea to call 
before you drop by to 
make sure the one you 
want to see is in. Please 
call your pastor if you 
would like to make an 
appointment or have 
him/her come by for a 
visit.  

Church 
510-797-0895  

Jeff’s mobile 
510-579-8851 

Brenda’s mobile  
510-828-4107  

Pastor Jeff’s Sabbath 
day is Friday and his day 
off is usually Saturday. 
Pastor Jeff will be on 
vacation July 2 to July 
16. 

Pastor Brenda takes 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays off. 
Pastor Brenda will be on 
vacation July 18 to 
August 1. 

Cecilia Le’s hours for the 
first half of 2014 are 
Monday mornings and 
all day (8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.) on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

The family of Rollie Eaton, who died on 
June 19; 

 The family of Clark Redeker, who died 
on May 30;  

Dena Hokom and her extended family 
as they grieve the death of her sister 
Verta Blevins on March 25; 

Judy Molander and her family as they 
grieve the death of her husband Frank 
on March 23; 

Priscilla Taylor and her family as they 
grieve the loss of her father, David Rydell 
who died on March 16. 

All Who Are Grieving, Especially: 

People Who Are Unemployed & Under-Employed, especially members of our 
church, that they find employment that fills their hearts and souls. 
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Because Of Their Health Concerns: 

Rollie Eaton; 
Jan Filip; 
Barbara Swint; 
Bill Palleschi; 
Jack Rankin; 
Grace Rankin; 
Don Anderson; 
Jean Kneisler; 
Diana Roeding; 
Diane Kindle; 
Girven Hunter; 
Ken Young; 
Isaiah Espinoza-Carter; 
Sarah Boyer; 
Ryan BoyerTaylor; 
Doug Higgins; 
Fred Anderson; 
Julia Parks; 
Isaiah and Aiyanna’s grandfather  
Ed Espinoza; 
Amber Herod, a member of Cindy Corey’s 
extended family; 
Francis (Bud) Hollowell; 
Jo Carroll, Suzy Mahusay’s sister; 
Hui-Mei Spencer, Pastor Jeff’s sister-in-law; 

Joan Baker, Wendy Goodfellow’s aunt; 
Ray Erickson; 
Lily Ono and her family; 
Rod Reyes’ niece, Tatiana; 
Bill Palleschi’s father, Bill Palleschi; 
Doug Swint’s dad; 
Doug Swint’s mom; 
Mike Foster’s mother, Jan Richards; 
Carol Easter’s mother, Barbara; 
Nancy Walker’s mother and father; 
Rod Reyes’ grandmother; 
Dorothy Williams’ daughter  
Belinda Williams; 
Shirley Dunlap’s son David Dunlap; 
Shirley Dunlap’s sister Nancy Cook; 
Joy Hurst’s mom Ruby Hurst; 
Rick Gallegos’ former boss’ son, Chris 
McNabb. 
The Rev. David Borglum, the Fremont 
Congregational Church, and the Filipino-
American Evangelical UCC as Pastor Da-
vid continues treatment for pancreatic 
cancer. 
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People Who Are Homeless Or In Need Of Improved Shelter. 

Families, Including Families In Our Congregation, where there is conflict and 
disturbance, thinking especially of the children who are powerless and vulnerable in 
these situations. 

The Safety (and in some cases safe return) Of Members Of The Congrega-
tion, Our Friends & Loved Ones Serving In The Military, including:  Chris 
Swint, Scott Swint, Ben Gonzales, and Marilyn Singer’s grandson Brian White. 
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The Bell is First Class 

If you received this issue of The Bell through the US Mail, then you received it first 
class. You can help reduce our costs (roughly $1.50 per issue you receive in the 
mail) by receiving The Bell via email. Simply go to our website 
www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org, look for the “Our Email Lists” paragraph toward the 
bottom of the front page, click on the link, and start filling out the forms. You can 
select what email lists you want to join – for the newsletter, the weekly prayer re-
quests, the weekly announcements, and more. Then, please let Cecilia Le in the 
church office (510-797-0895; cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org) know that you 
don’t need The Bell via the US Mail any more. 

N I L E S  D I S C O V E R Y  
C H U R C H  

N I L E S  
D I S C O V E R Y  
C H U R C H  

Rev. Jeffrey Spencer, 

Senior Pastor 

Rev. Brenda Loreman,  

Associate Pastor 

PO Box 2265 

255 H Street 

Fremont CA 94536 

 

Phone: 510-797-0895 

nilesdiscoverychurch.org 

http://www.nilesdiscoverychurch.org
mailto:cecilia@nilesdiscoverychurch.org

